Dialogue: “Hi! How's it going?”
Spelling/Sounds: The Russian alphabet - Part |

Group |: Letters that look and sound (roughly)
the same as English

Group lI: Letters that look like English but
represent a different sound

Group llI: Letters that look different than English

The following dialogue is basically the same as Dialogue A in Lesson 1, with three new words in lines 1, 2 and 3. Be sure to
listen to the recording very carefully.

JAuanor Dialogue
3opaecteyi! Kak gena? Hi! How’s it going?
Bépa: 3npasctByii, Muma! Kak nemnd? Hi, Misha! How'’s it going?
Vera [Zdrastvuy, Misha! Kak dela?]
Miima: [pexpacHo! Ay tebs? Great! How about you?
Misha [Prekrasno!. A u tebya?]
Bépa: Henuoxo. Not bad.
Vera [Neplokho).
Miiiua: W3Buny, mae Hékoraa. IToka. Sorry, I'm in a hurry (= I have no time).
Misha [lzvini, mne nékogda. Poka.] Later
Bépa: Hy, ndnno, no ceunanus. (Muwa walks away) Haxan! Well, OK, see you later. (Misha walks
!
Vera [Nu, ladno, do svidaniya. (Misha walks away) Nakhal!] away) Jerk.
CaoBapsb Vocabulary
1 | 3npaBcTBYit [zdrastvuy] (first ‘B° [v] is silent) | Ai (not quite as informal as mpuBér [privét])
2 | mpekpacHo [prekrdsno] great; superb(ly)
3 | memnoxo [nepldkho] not bad




2-1 ypoK Spelling / Sounds

2.A The Russian Alphabet - Part |

All of the following descriptions of Russian pronunciation are approximations. First and foremost, listen
carefully to your instructors in class, and, perhaps more importantly, the speakers on the recordings, and do your
best to imitate them.

2.A.1 Group 1: Letters that look and sound (roughly) the same as English
g@ Listen and repeat:

RUSSIAN LETTER | APPROXIMATE SOUND

Ala a as in father
E/e e as in bed
ye as in yes

(We'll explain later how to predict which to use)

K/x k as in skin

M/m m as in mom

O/o 0 as in born

T/T t as in stop (with the tongue against the upper teeth)

% Now some real words (don’t worry about the meanings, though a few are cognates):

akT (act), Tam (there), kt0 (Who), kem (by whom), Tem (by that), xoT (male cat), mat (checkmate), Tom (tome)

&= i_TWO IMPORTANT NOTES:

|

{ 1. Unstressed vowels: When O/o and A/a are not stressed, their pronunciation gets ‘reduced’
| to the sound roughly the same as the last sound in sofa. Unstressed E/e gets reduced to the
i ee in keep, but slightly shorter. More details on vowel reduction in Lesson 9.
|
i
i
|

2. Word-Initial E/e: At the beginning of the word (and a few other places) E/e is pronounced
[ye] as in yet. Much more on this later.

% Listen and repeat (keeping in mind the above two notes):

Mama (mom), kOMa (coma), kota ([of a] male cat), em (I eat), TOme ([in a] volume), TOxe ([about] electric
current), Mame ([about] mother), ToMaT (tomato), TéMa (theme) kométa (comer)




Spelling / Sounds Lesson 2

2.A.2 Group 2: Letters that look like English but represent a different sound
@ Listen and repeat:

RUSSIAN LETTER | APPROXIMATE SOUND
B/B v as in victory
H/u n as in no (tongue against the upper teeth)
P/p r as in run (but trilled)
Cle s as in set (also: ¢ as in ice)
Yy u as in lunatic
X/x no exact English equivalent (roughly ch as is Bach or Scottish Loch)

@ Listen and repeat:

B/B

BOT (here is), Bek (century), Bara (cotton padding), Bam ([to] you), BExo (eyelid), BéTo (veto), EBa
(ate the apple)

H/m

uer (no), Auna (Anna - as in Anna Karenina), okuo6 (window), Béua (vein or Vienna), oué (she/it),
TOHHa (fon), MoHnTaHa (the state), Hera (the Neva river in St. Petersburg)

P/p

peka (river), Topouto (the city), Bépa (Vera, which means ‘faith’), kpome (except), pot (mouth),
poman (novel; romance), pakéra (rocket), Bop (thief)

Cle

CEKpET (secret), cok (juice), Hoc (nose), Mocksa (Moscow), ceHart (Senate), césep (north), Mapkc
(as in Karl), copox (forty), coBeT (Soviet, advisory council)

Yy

ykeyc (vinegar), ytka (duck), Tpyc (coward), pyka (arm), ypa (hurrah), Tyt (here), myka (flour),
MyKa (forture), kypc (course)

X/x

xop (choir), yxo (ear), xBocT (tail), cyxo (dry), Texac (Texas), MoHax (monk), MOX (moss), XaTa
(hut), xomyT (horse collar) xpen (horseradish - also used as a euphemism, similar to ‘fudge!” in
English)

Do Oral Exercise 1 in the Homework (page 2-6) now!
]
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2.A.3 Group 3: Letters that look different than English (Part 1 today; the rest tomorrow)
@ Listen and repeat:

RUSSIAN LETTER | APPROXIMATE SOUND

b/o b as in bed

I'/r g as in gun

v as in victory (only in the combinations -oro / -ero, which is a
grammatical ending. We saw this in Hu4ero.)

H/n d as in day (with the tongue against upper teeth)

E/é 1) 0 as in born
2) yo as in your
(We'll explain later how to predict which to use.)

K/x zh as in Zhivago (also: s as in pleasure)
3/3 Z as in zoo

HU/m i as in machine

/it y as in toy

J/a 1 as in [eave

II/n p as in spin

@ Listen and repeat:

b/6

opat (brother, not ‘brat’, though depending on your brother...), 66M6a (bomb), Tabak (tobacco), bax (Bach),
Opak (marriage; junk), 6anan (banana), 6ap (bar — place to drink), cobaka (dog), Hebpacka (the state)

I'’r

rpex (sin), rpoM (thunder), TeH (gene), ry6a (lip), rpy6a (rude), nora (leg/foot), Baruep (the composer), Koaro
(the country), OperoéH (the state), pary (stew)

Pronounced as [v] in the combinations -ero / -oro at the end of a word.
ero (him/his), Toro ([of] that), rpomkoro ([of] loud), 6etdunorO (/0f] concrete-adj.), uerd (him)

A/

oM (house; building), mona (fashion; style), Anam (Eve’s partner), npama (drama), Kanana (the country),
Jénsep (the city), nao (bottom), népeo (tree), noxrop (doctor), Boga (water), nBa (two),
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Spelling / Sounds Lesson 2

/& (this letter is always stressed in the word)

Héc (carried), Téte ([to] aunt), cectép ([of] sisters), ctép (wiped off), BpET (is lying), ['éte, (Goethe), koBEpP
(carpet), oBéc (oats), MOHTED (electrician), oTBEPTKA (screwdriver)

Examples with a preceding [y] sound:
Mo€ (my), TBo€ (your), cBoé (one’s own), € (her)

K/ix

xkena (wife), xyk (beetle), XKeuépa (Geneva), k€ ([of] wives), xapa (heat), yxac (horror), yxé (already),
*)éptBa (victim), )XeToH ([subway] token), xxanp (genre), xaba (foad), BaxHO (important)

3/3

3é0pa (zebra), xo3a (goat), Kansac (the state) 30Ha (zone), 3axoH (law), 3dHaBec (curtain), xazak (Cossack),
I'yn36u (Hudson), 3Be314 (star), 30HT (umbrella)

H/m

Upan (the country), Upak (the country), Apusona (the state), Bammup (vampire), Turp (the animal), BapudHT
(version), Bucku (whiskey), Apreatina (the country), autka (thread), Hiikcon (not a crook)

W/ii
iton (iodine), Nopk (York), iokorama (Yokohama), itora (yoga), moii (my), mait (May), koB66it (cowboy),
pycckuit (Russian), Péiiran (40™ US president), Kyséiit (Kuwait), Ietpoiir (the city)

J/n

mam6u (lemon), Kiirron (42 US president), JIémnu (Vladimir, not John), Cramun (Uncle Joe), énxa
(Christmas tree), néro (summer), xypHan (magazine), connar (soldier), Anabama (Sweet Home), Konopamo
(the state)

II/n

[Térp (Peter), Tpyn (corpse), [Tuxacco (the artist), [Tnaton (Plato), [lacteprak (the writer, author of J16Tkop
JKusaro), nyHkT (point), ncux (psycho), npasna (truth; the newspaper), Ilakucran (the country), macxa (Easter)

&= : RUSSIAN~STAR WARS CONNECTION?

i . . . . . .
i Some people with way too much time on their hands have noticed some “secret” connections

| between Russian and several Star Wars® characters:

|
|
|
e The robot C3PO is derived from CCCP (Coro3 Copérckux CorraTicTHIeCKIX :
Pecny6muk), the Russian spelling of USSR — though this doesn’t explain the ‘O’ at the :
end. i
|

|

|

|

e Jabba (the Hutt) is a variant of xa0a, the Russian word for toad.

And, of course, there’s the whole “evil empire” theme. Sorry, no Russian~Jar Jar connection,

! that we know of.

|
i
i
i
;
|
| e Chewbacca is a variant of cobdka, the Russian word for dog.
|
i
i
i
i
i
I

Do Oral Exercise 2 in the Homework now!
I
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@ Exercise 1 Circle the word you hear:

1. HOC COH caH

2. HOMEHT MYMEHT MEMAHT
3. MyKa MyKa MOK4

4. peatop pakara pakéra
5. HYyTa HATa HOTY

6. XYHTa XOpBAT KYHTa
7. Aga EBy EBa

8. Mapc Mapxkc Hapxkc
9. ycax 0céx ycéx
10.  cpok CYpOK cOpoK

@ Exercise 2 Circle the word you hear:

1. BaHAH OaHyH Oanan

2. Openéx Operox VYperon
3. JTOKTOp JOXTOP JAKTOP
4. cébaBa 3a00Ba 340aBa

5. OGammup BaMITUD BaMII¢p
6. curapéra cumapéra rurapéra
7. Homép Tomyp Tomép

8. TéTE TéTE TOTO

9. 3a37a Kaxaa JKAXKTa
10.  Bpyxiun Bpoxnun Bpyxnun
11. [Tnatén Pnaton [TnuTéH
12.  3ynHan JKOPHEN KYPHAT
13. oonémMa ooréma 0oxéMma
14.  Apusdna ApusyHa ApuzéHa
15.  Bopéc Bopac Bopric

CyH
MOMEHT
MYKY
pakéry
HOTa
CyHTa
Osa
Mapx
yCaK

capak

Oamaun
Operyx
TOATOP
3a0aBa
BaMpHp
CHUTapUTa
T'ymép
TETA
KEXKA
Bpyxiun
[Tnatyn
HKYTTHATT
Boréma
Anun3oHa

Bopric



2-1 ypoK [JomaluHee 3agaHue

,Qj Exercise 3 Write the English equivalents to the following Russian words. (Hint — many are

proper nouns):
1. atéka 2. TENUKaH
3. Tomcroii 4. Xenépa
5. XyJuraH 6. Hruikcon
7. Texac 8. ©OackeT0OON
9. MOMEHT 10. Aimaxo
11. Bpyxiun 12. TéHnnc
13. xapaBan 14. PemOpannr
15. 30amaK 16. xxypHAN
17. berxoBeH 18. cnarérTtu
19. Hamonedn 20. mxa3
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