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Leéon Four

Spelling/Sounds: The Russian alphabet

A: “That’s our cat”

B: “That's a tree!”

Frozen éT1o constructions

Word order in Russian (Introduction)

L

370 Hawa KéwkKa

Dialogues

That’s our cat

Cména and his wife (who does not speak) are looking at a pomoepaghus. Jliooa walks up to them.

Jloaa: 1 | Yrto 310? What is that?
Créma: |2 |Dro pororpadus. It’s a photograph.
Jona: 3 | Kt0 310? DTO THI? Who's that? Is that you?
Créma: |4 |Her, 3to He s. Jro Hauwa komka. ES 30ByT MypKa. | No, that’s not me. That’s our cat. Her name is
Murka (Purrer).
Jlona: 5 | Oi, u3BHHA. A 3T0 KTO? DTO TBOS MaTh? Oh, I'm really sorry. And who's this? Is this
your mother?
Créma: |6 |Her, 510 He MO MaTh. ITO MO JKEHA. No, that’s not my mother. That’s my wife.
Jloaa: 7 | Oi, u3BuHHA, paau bora! A 3rto Bamr ceiH? Oh, I'm really sorry! And is this your son?
Créna: 8 | Her, 310 He Ham coiH! 1o HAma cobika! Eé No, that’s not our son. That’s our dog! Her
9 |30ByT bénka. name is Belka (Whitey).
b. 3T0 AépeBo That’s a tree
Ounsi and her husband (who does not speak) are looking at a pomozpdgpus. Hwa walks up to them.
Amra: 10 | Yro 3to? What is that?
Ouns: 11 | Oro poTorpadus. It’s a photograph.
Ama: 12 | OT0 TBOS cecTpa? Is that your sister?
Ouns: 13 | Her, 310 He Most cecTpa. D10 Moit MyK. Erod 30BYT | No, that’s not my sister. That’s my husband.
14 | Koms. His name is Kolya.
Slma 15 | VI3BuHA. A 31O KTO? JTO TBOI opar? Oh, I'm sorry. And who's that? Is that your
brother?
Ouns: 16 | Her, 310 He Moii OpaTt. 1o Hama noub. EE 30BYT | No, that’s not my brother. That’s our daughter.
17 | JIfoba. Her name is Lyuba.
Slma: 18 | 3Buan, paau bora! A 3to TBOIt oTéN? Oh, I'm really sorry! And is this your father?
Oasn: 19 | Her, 310 He Mo#i otény! 10 népeso! No, that’s not my father! That’s a tree!
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4- ypok

MpammaTtuka

CioBapnb Vocabulary
1 4To what
1 | 4ro 3T0? what’s this/that?; what are those?
2 | 3ro [X] (person or thing) this/that/it is (a)[X]
2 | dororpadus photograph
3 | TBI you (informal singular)
4 | HET no
4 | 3to e [X] (person or thing) this isn t/that’s not/these are not [X]
4 | = I (or me as in ‘It’s me’)
4 | Hama our (feminine)
4 | xomka (KOT is a male cat) cat
5 oit! oh!
5 TBOSI your (feminine informal — goes with TbI)
5 MaTh mother (Russians often say mama and it doesn’t sound sappy)
6 | mMost my (feminine)
6 | xena wife
7 | BamI your (masculine formal — goes with Be1 — since JIfona is addressing two people)
7 | ceH son
8 | Ham our (masculine)
8 cobaka dog (Chewbacca from “Star Wars” is supposedly related to this word)
12 | cecTpa sister
13 | MoH my (masculine)
13 | Myx husband
15 | TBOM your (masculine informal — goes with Tbr)
15 | Opar brother (just think of ‘brat”)
16 | noun daughter
18 | oTérn father (Russians often say mama and it doesn’t sound sappy)
19 | népeBo tree
> r r
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Fpammaruka Lesson 4

4 A ‘Frozen 3T0' Constructions
KTo 310? 370 (He) X (person / thing)

By now we’ve seen that some words change form depending on gender:

MASCULINE ' FEMININE
Nouns: Haxam ; Haxaska (Lessons 1-2)
Adjectives: KPacHBBIN : Kpac¥Bas (Lesson 3)
Possessives: | Moii, TBOIA, Ham, Bam | Mosi, TBOS, HAmIa, Bama | (Lesson 4)

In Lessons 3 and 4, we’ve seen several constructions containing the word 3to, which is roughly equivalent to
that/this/it/these (depending on the context), and which never changes in form. These ‘3To constructions,” while
very common, can be quite tricky. It’s best to memorize a few patterns — and there really aren’t that many. Here
are the ones we’ve seen so far. (We have varied the English translation this/that/it, though, given the correct
context, all three are possible.)

QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES
Kro 310? 3710 51. 1o Cama. 310 MOii 0TéIL.
Who is this? 1t’s me. This is Sasha. That’s (my) father.
Yro 310? 10 KOMIKA. 10 ¢dororpadus. 10 oap.
What is that? That’s a cat. 1t’s a photo. It’s a bar.
J10 TBOI Opat? & Ha, 310 Moii Opart. $ Her, 310 HE Moii OpaT, T0 MOST MaTh.
Is that your bother? Yes, that’s my brother. No, it’s not my brother, it’s my mother.
10 népeBo? & Ia, 310 népego. % Her, 310 He népeBo, 310 JKEéHs.
Is this a tree? Yes, this is a tree. No, that’s not a tree, that’s Zhenya.

We’ll refer to this form as ‘frozen 3mo’. (Makes a nice dessert.)

Answer the question based on the prompt provided. Answer yes/no questions with “no” and
then say who/what the person/thing is :

Example: Kro 310? (Mosi cecTpa) [] Bmo most cecmpa.
D10 TBOM 0TéN? (MOS cobaka) [ ] Hem, 3mo ne moii oméy, 3mo mosi cobdxa.
1. Kro 310? (MoIii Opat) 2. UYro 310? (dororpadus)
3. Dro Bama Mars? (HAwA KOLIKA) 4. Kro 310? (s1)
5. Uro 3t0? (0Oap) 6. DOTto TBOS cobaKka? (MOs XKEHA)
7. Kto 310? (MO¥ CBIH) 8. Dro Cama? (Mama)
9. 3Oto TH? (TmépeBO) 10. Ko 310? (MOii MyXK)
11. Aro cobaxa? (kduka) 12. Ko 510? (305)
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4- ypok MpammaTtuka Lesson 4

i : . . ; . . I
&> | Note: 51 [/me is not capitalized in Russian (unless, of course, it’s at the beginning of a |
| sentence): i
! Ao 5. It’s me. !
I , I
i 3OT0 He 11, 3TO MO¥i Opar. That’s not me, that’s my brother. i
! SI KpacBbIi HAPEHB! I'm a good-looking guy! !
I I
i Remember, Russians are very humble (except for the person who uttered the last example), so there’s no |
i need to capitalize ‘I". i
4.b Word Order in Russian (Introduction)

Kto 3107 vs. A 3710 KTO?
Note that for variety, Ctéma and Oust, having gotten fed up with asking ko 310? change the word order to a 3To

kT0? with no real change in meaning. Word order in Russian is much more flexible than in English. We won’t
see why this is so until Chapter 3, so for now just take our word on this.

More oral practice

(Today'’s lesson has less oral practice because of a rather large writing assignment.)

% Try to say the word before it is pronounced. You may notice that several of the vowels get
‘reduced’. We'll cover this is greater detail in a few lessons. For now do your best to imitate the
pronunciation of your instructor and the speakers on the recording. (Words will be read from left

to right.)
Kanzac TUMHACTHKA OasepriHa Mycoprckuit
CTYJIEHT CTYJIEHTKA KOMITO3UTOP BammarToH
AnHa Kapénuna OpaHIHs cayiat cyn
uTepaTypa YHUBEPCHUTET [Ipasna BUTaMUH
npodéccop JEBYIIKA Henryn JIO CBUJIAHUSA
UCTOPHUS IMukacco ryoepHATOD KUpag



4-1 ypok Pycckui ancdaBut

4.B Pycckun ancgasut - The Russian Alphabet (in the official order)

¢ Repeat the names of the letters. Note that the italicized letters e, 8, m are quite different from their non-
italicized forms.

Letter Italic Name of letter English equivalent

A a A a a a as in father

b © F o6 03 b

B B B &6 BD v

I' r I 2« ) g

VIR V/ RS i d

E e E e e e/ye

E & E ¢ g o/yo

K x K o KD zh as in Zhivago

3 3 3 3 33 z

U n U u u 1 as in machine

U i 0 M KPATKOE y as in yes

K «k K « Ka k

J 1 N/ 3I1b 1

M ™M M wm M m

H =n H n 9H n

O o O o 0 o as in born

II II n 1) p

P p P p ap r (trilled)

C ¢ C c 3¢ s

T T T me ™ t

Y y V y y u as in lunatic

® ¢ D @ s f

X X X x xa (ch as in Bach)

I u I y e ts as in its

Y q Y y 9 ch as in cheap

wow o wow - LT

I m m tta o e et oty
b b TBépI[LIﬁ 3HAK hard sign (see Lesson 5)
bl bl Bl i in bit
b b MSATKUH 3HAK soft sign (see Lesson 5)

D 9 C 3 (060pOTHOE) € as in bet

IO 1w 0 1w 10 u/yu

A = A s P al/ya
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4- ypok — lomawHee 3aaaHue

Writing Russian — For Class

,@5 Exercise 1  Copy each letter 4-5 times. And be sure to pay attention to the notes!

a A
0 b
B B
r T
it A
e E
é B
xK X
3 3
u n
i 5
K K
1 Note: both 1 and JI must start with a hook J




YeTBEPTLIN YPOK OomawHee 3apaHve

M Note: both m and M must start with a hook M Note: touch the bottom line in all 3 places
H H
0 0)
i 11
p P
c C
T T
y Y
b P
X X
1 L
q q




4- ypok — lomawHee 3aaaHue

b No capital - never at the beginning of a word

BI No capital - never at the beginning of a word. Note: Do not close up the middle of the first part, like a 6
b No capital - never at the beginning of a word

3 €)

10 10

s Note: both s and A must start with a hook A

&S Exercise 2 Copy the following words and phrases:

umoOH (lemon) I"érousb (the writer)

Awmépuka YaiikoBckuit (the composer)

210 51 1o HAIA KOLIKA.

MeHsl 30BYT (write in your name). check this out: munmams (you deprive)
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