Dialogues: A: “He’s a lawyer”; b: “She’s a doctor”
Grammar: Informal vs. Formal forms of address (cont'd)
V4 V4 Nouns denoting people that don’t change
nﬂT “ yPOK with gender
Personal pronouns
Spelling/Sounds: The basic sounds of Russian

|
Lesson Five
> N - What is a basic sound?
- Paired consonants: 1 letter for 2 basic sounds

- Vowels: 2 letters for 1 basic sound
- The soft sign ‘b’

JAunanorn Dialogues

A. OH agBokar He’s a lawyer
(Still looking at the pomoepaghus)

Jwonaa: 1 | Xopomr6. 3HAYHUT, 3TO THI. All right (= OK). So that’s you?

Créma: |2 |/Ha, 310 s A 3T0 Moit mmdammii Opat ['prrma. On Yes, that’s me. And that’s my younger brother
>kuBéT B ATiiante. OH — aBOKAT. Grisha. He lives in Atlanta. He's a lawyer.

Jloga: 4 | A 3ro TBOM poauTenu? And those are your parents?

Créma: |5 |/a. 10 Moit otéw. Erd 30ByT Bagnm [letpOBud, a | Yes. That’s my father. His name is Vadim Son-
6 |3t0o most Mmath. EE 30ByT ['anmiina AnexcanapoBHa. | of-Peter*, and that’s my mother. Her name is

7 | Onun xuByT B Hero-Mopke, B Kpiince. Galina Daughterof-Aleksandr*. They live in
New York, in Queens.

*(We'll explain these son-of / daughter-of forms in an upcoming lesson.)

b. OHa Bpau She’s a doctor
(Still looking at the pomoepaghus)

I'éna: 8 | Xopomid. 3HAYUT, 3TO BBl M BaIl MYX? All right. So, that’s you and your husband?
FOus: 9 |Ma. MsI 661 B MOCKBE. Yes. We were in Moscow.
I'éna: 10 | A 3To0 Bamia cecTpa? And that’s your sister?
FOus: 11 | Jla. Dto Mosi crapuast cectpa Upa. OHA KUBET B Yes. That’s my older sister Ira. She lives in
12 | Bamuarrone. OHA — Bpay. Washington. She’s a doctor.
CaoBapsb Vocabulary
1 XOpoIIo good, well, OK, all right (indicates speaker understands)
1 | 3HAYUT so ... (lit.: that means ...)
2 | na yes
2 | mumaamumi younger (masculine)
3 aJIBOKAT lawyer
3 | xuBéT he/she lives
4 | TBOHM your (informal plural)
4 | pomaTenn parents (always plural in Russian)
7 | onn they
7 | xuByT they live
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5-1 ypok MpammaTtunka * Grammar

8 | BBEI you (formal singular or plural)
8 u and
9 | OBLIM were (pl; more on the Past Tense of be in 10.1V)
9 | MockBa Moscow
11 | crépmias older (Fem)
12 | Bpau doctor
5.A Informal vs. Formal Forms of Address (cont'd)

Tbl vS. BbI (1, 6)

Jliona addresses Créna with Te1, the informal 2™ person singular, while Slma uses the formal BbI with Onﬂ, which
means that he is not on close terms with her. Only BsI is used when addressing more than one person, regardless
of formality. So, even when talking to your two best friends, you must use Bbl. Also note the corresponding
differences in possessive forms and in the “name formula”:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Informal Formal Informal & Formal
you ThI BEI
your (masculine) TBOM BalIll
your (feminine) TBOS BaIma
you (plural) TBOU BaIlIN
‘What'’s your name?’ | Kax T€0s1 30ByT? Kax Bac 30ByT1?

We’ll discuss the endings of the possessive forms a little later in the chapter.

5.b Nouns Denoting People That Don’t Change With Gender
OHa Bpau (11)

In Lesson 1, we saw two words for jerk (Haxaa — masculine, naxajka - feminine), depending on the gender of the
jerk. Not all such nouns distinguish gender. “Respected” professions and titles tend not to have separate forms
for masculine and feminine, and normally end in a consonant, which is grammatically masculine:

Ox } He } )

Ona — Bpad. She is a doctor.

On } ; He } )

Ona — npoéccop. She is a professor.
[Tama } , Pasha } )

Marma — aJBOKAT. Masha is a lawyer.

Moii 6pat , My brother ) .
Mo# cectpa. } — przuK. My sister } is a physicist.

5-2



Grammar Lesson 5

5.B Personal Pronouns

Here are the personal pronouns:

@ Listen and repeat:

SINGULAR PLURAL
]S’pers. A (lower case!) [ MbI we
o pers. ThI you (informal) BbI you (Formal)
3 pers. gﬁ 6 Ze/lt OHM they
oHA she/it*

* Throughout the book we will use the order Masculine-Neuter-Feminine strictly for grammatical reasons.

@ Translate into Russian:
They live in Atlanta. He is a rather good-looking guy.
[ am a lawyer. She is a doctor.
Are you (informal) joking?

Where is it (the tree)?

We were in Washington.

N L W =
x o kb

Were you (plural) in Moscow?
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5. The Basic Sounds of Russian

This is a very important section. Understanding how the basic sounds of Russian are represented in the spelling system will
help you immensely throughout the rest of the course. Please take your time going through these explanations. If there is
anything that is the slightest bit unclear, jot it down and ask about it in class. Even if you re not entirely sure what it is that
you don’t understand, just write a big ? next to that section and ask about it. Don’t be shy, if something is even a bit unclear
to you, we can guarantee that you are not alone.

5.I'.'1 Hard vs. Soft Consonants

In the presentation of the alphabet, for each consonant we gave just one sound: ‘B’ = [b], ‘I’ = [d], etc. Actually,
this is not the full picture. For twelve consonant letters (0, B, 1, 3, 1, M, H, II, P, €, T, () there are two basic

pronunciations:

1. SOFT (or FRONTED or PALATALIZED) consonants — When pronouncing a soft (or palatalized)
consonant, you should arch the forward/middle part of your tongue (right behind the tip, but not the tip itself)
toward the part of the palate that is located about 1-2 inches behind your front teeth (see diagram). (This is
sometimes referred to as ‘secondary articulation’: in addition to the regular position of the tongue/teeth/lips, the
front/mid part of the tongue is raised and moved forward.)

2. HARD (or PLAIN or NON-PALATALIZED) consonants — When pronouncing a hard (or plain) consonant,
the foward/middle part of the tongue is not raised.

In the diagram below, the shaded area shows the position of the tongue when pronouncing hard u (as in ona),
while the dotted line shows the position of tongue when pronouncing soft H* (as in onm). Note that the zip of
tongue is in the same position for both sounds; it is the position of the forward/middle of the tongue that creates
the softness.

Position of Tongue for Hard H (Shaded) Versus Soft H® (Dotted Line)

Palate

5TI.1a The “Smile” of Palatalization

A neat tip: When pronouncing soft consonants, it may help if you smile. Smiling helps to raise the
tongue into the proper position.



Spelling / Sounds Lesson 5

We’re going to be using a special notation to represent the basic sounds or words. To represent a soft consonant
we’ll write the letter followed by a raised soft sign *; hard consonants have no *:

Ja — hard [1] 0 — hard [b] 1 — hard [d] p — hard [1]
a° —soft [1] 6" — soft [b] A" — soft [d] p" — soft [r]
There is a reason for this choice of notation: when a soft consonant is not immediately followed by a vowel (i.e. at

the end of the word or before another consonant) you actually do write » after the consonant: MaTb, 0OTcTaHBTE

Below we’ll discuss how to spell soft consonant followed by vowel.
5.I'.2 What is a Basic Sound?

By ‘basic sound’ we mean that i1 (hard [1]) is a distinct, unique sound, which is as different from a* (soft [1]),
another basic sound, as it is from u or H®, or x or A", (4 more basic sounds), etc. That is:

a and a° are two completely' distinct basic sounds (as are 1 and 1°, p and p®, 3 and 3", etc.)

In fact many words differ only in the quality [hard vs. soft] of a single consonant. To a Russian, crana became
(with i) sounds as different from crans steel (with a*) as, say, ship does from sheep to a speaker of English.
(And as a matter of fact, many non-native speakers of English cannot hear any difference between ship and sheep,
while to a native speaker the difference is overwhelmingly obvious.)

5.I'.3 Paired Consonants: 1 letter for 2 Basic Sounds

The 12 consonant letters (0, B, 1, 3, J1, M, H, I, P, €, T, ) are often called paired consonants because each
consonant represents a pair of basic sounds: hard and soft.

These 12 letters actually represent 24 basic sounds. So, when you see one of these consonants how do you know
whether to pronounce it hard or soft? The quality of the consonant (hard or soft) is indicated by the following
letter (if any). There are four things that can follow a consonant, as seen in the following chart:

What Can Follow a Consonant:
(using T and T" as examples)
1. A vowel TBI
2. Another consonant: TpaBa,
3. A softsign: MaTh (see below for details about the use of b)
4. Nothing (at the end of a word): | mar

So, if someone shows you the following word (MmaTH - where the letter following the T is covered for some
reason — hey, it could happen) and asks you to pronounce the third letter (‘T’), your answer should be: “I can’t tell.
It could be T or T". Uncover the next letter, if any, and I’ll tell you.” In order to answer this question (T or T%), we
first need to look at how vowels work.

' Obviously, they are not COMPLETELY different: 1 does sound more like 1° than it does 3 or k. Still, the point is that

thez are not }'ust variations of one sound; thez’re distinct sounds.
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5.I'.4 Vowels: 2 letters for 1 basic sound

Vowels work exactly the opposite as (paired) consonants. That is, instead of there being 1 letter for 2 basic
sounds (e.g. 6 can represent either [6] or [6°]), there are 2 vowel letters for 1 basic sound. There are 10 vowel
letters (a/s1, 3/e, bi/u, 0/€, y/10) for 5 basic vowel sounds, {A}, {E}, {I}, {O}, {U}.

&~ ! VERY IMPORTANT NOTE ON NOTATION: From now on, when representing a basic !
i vowel sound — for example in noun, adjective or verb endings — we will write basic vowel i
! sounds UPPER CASE LATIN LETTER inside curly brackets. (Basic consonant sounds will |
é be written with lower case Cyrillic letter £°) This will really make a lot of things much easier to :

understand. Trust us.

Why do you need 10 vowel letters if there are only 5 basic vowel sounds? Because each vowel letter represents
not only a basic vowel sound ({A} vs. {E} vs. {I} vs. {O} vs. {U}) but also the quality (hard or soft) of the
preceding consonant. Thus, vowel letters perform ‘double duty.” We will refer to a vowel as either ‘hard-
indicating’ or ‘soft-indicating’. Remember, despite what you may have heard, there are no hard or soft vowels,
only hard or soft consonants.

BASIC VOWEL| HARD-INDICATING | SOFT-INDICATING
SOUND VOWEL LETTERS VOWEL LETTERS
{A} a A
{E} % €
{1} bI u
{O} 0 &/exx*
{U} y 10

*  The letter ‘3’ is not found after consonants in native Russian words.
** The letter ‘€’ is written ‘e’ when not stressed (and becomes indistinguishable from Soft-indicating {E}).
(Much more on this in Lesson 6.)

Let’s look at examples of all the vowels after both hard and soft consonants:

Basic Following a HARD consonant Following a SOFT consonant
sound
is spelled ... example asin ... |is spelled ... example asin ...
{A} a 6+ {A}=0a cobaka s 6"+ {A}=0s TeOs
{E} > pt{E}=p> pon e p'+{E} =pe  rpex
{1} BI T+ {l} =TBI ThI u ™+ {lI} =TH THTD
_ . é ™+ {0} =1¢  Créna
{0 ° T+ {0} =m0 1o e ¢+ {O}=ce  cecrpa’
{U} y n+{U} =ny JIYHA 0 n+{U}=mo Jliona

2 we'll exglain in Lesson 6 whz the second letter of ceCTBé is reallz éO i
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i 1. Itis very important that you don’t think of, say, 6st as ‘6 plus soft {A}’. It's actually ‘soft |
: 6" plus basic {A}’. (This may seem a bit backwards, but it’s really the way things are.) :
i Once you have become accustomed to this notion, you will have conquered a major aspect |
i in the workings of the Russian sound system. :

i 2. Asyou’ve heard on the recordings by now, the basic sound of a word very often does NOT
match its pronunciation. The main reason for this fact is the ‘reduction’ of unstressed
vowels (as we mentioned in Lesson 2). This and other factors affecting pronunciation will |
be covered in detail in Lessons 9 and 10.

5.I'S The Soft Sign ‘p’

In the previous section we saw that the hardness/softness of a consonant can be indicated by the following vowel
letter. But what if a consonant is not followed by a vowel, i.e.:

1) when a consonant is followed by another consonant; or
2) when a consonant is word-final.

In these cases, if the consonant is soft, you must use a soft sign ‘s’: xoa0miALHUK (refiigerator) (soft /n"/); MaTh
(soft /1°/). If the consonant is hard, no special letter is needed: maxaska (hard //); npusér (hard /1/):

A HARD consonant: A SOFT consonant:
is spelled ... example asin... is spelled ... example Asin ...
before a _ , b _ ,
) I+ K= JK HaxaJIKa 1"+ H = JIbH XOJIOAVILHHK
consonant with no .
il letter withap -
at end of the| SP¢¢c1a T at end of word , T at end of word =
word =T MpUBCT Tb Mare

?  The hard sign “b’, which was used before the Spelling Reform of 1918 to indicate a hard consonant at the end of a word,

is so rare today that you don’t even have to worry about it. It’s like that wacky cousin that everyone in the family

Bretends doesn’t exist. (At most we’ll see three words throu%hout this whole course that have a ‘B’).
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Now let’s look at some real words and see their basic sounds representions. Be sure to go through this carefully.

SPELLING BASIC SOUNDS SPELLING BASIC SOUNDS

cobaka c{O}6{A}k{A} Bopric 6{O}p~{lic

TeOA T{E}6"{A} nena " {E}a{A}

pan (rap music) p{Eln poanTenu p{OY " {}t"{E}n"{I}

OpUBET np®{I}8*{E}1* OBLTIH o{l}n"{l}

MBI m{l} I[Ip¥iHCTOH np”{l}ucr{O}u

Myt Mo {31 {A} 30BYT 3{O}B{U}T

310 {E}r{O} MeEHSI M {E}u"{A}

Créna cr’{Om{A} HeT o {E}T

JyHA (moon) a{Ule{A} rae i {E}

JTrona a{U}n{A} CHIH c{lin

HaXAJKa H{A}x{A}1k{A} OTCT4HBTE {Oyrer{Au"T"{E}

Béphre (believe) | B*{E}p°1T"{E} AJIBOKAT {AiB{O}k{A}T

MaTh M{A}T" OHA {Ow" {1}
|-t T T T T sy s -1

? i Question: This whole system seems backwards. Why are there 10 vowel letters for just 5 |
i basic vowel sounds, and just 12 consonant letters for 24 consonant sounds? i
I Why not have 24 consonants letters for 24 basic consonant sounds and 5 vowel |
i letters for 5 basic vowel sounds? i
! Answer Excellent question. The short answer is: You’re right. Your system makes !
E more sense, but there’s nothing anyone can do about it now. :
i The longer answer involves various historical changes in the language, which I
[ you don’t need to worry about. [
-1
? Question: Above you said that a vowel letter, besides representing a basic vowel sound,
indicates the quality of the preceding CONSONANT. What if the vowel is not
preceded by a consonant, say at the beginning of the word, or after a vowel?
Answer: Another superb question. Glad to see you’re paying close attention.

We won’t answer this question in full yet. For now we’ll say that Hard-
indicating vowels (but not Soft-indicating Vowels) at the beginning of a word
are pronounced ‘plain’, just the pure vowel sound: Quis.

Secondly, you generally do not find a Hard-indicating vowel after another
vowel (but a vowel followed by a Soft-indicating vowel is all over the place).

*  The question of what happens to a consonant directly preceding a soft consonant (here, the ‘n” directly precedes /p*/) is

somewhat complex (i.e., as to whether the preceding consonant also softens — even though no ‘b’ is written). We won’t

exglore this ﬂuestion further (this zear).
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% Listen carefully and repeat. When pronouncing a soft consonant, you should automatically
‘smile’ (a result of pushing your tongue forward and up). First the hard consonant will be read,
then the soft (follow from left to right - 3 consonants per row.) This is a fairly long, but VERY
IMPORTANT exercise. As we said above, the distinction between hard vs. soft consonants in
Russian is fundamental.

0a 0s Ba B na DIt 3a 35 na s Ma M4
03 Oe B3 BE i) Ie 33 3e m e M? Me
Ob1 ou BBI BU Ibl 11 3Bl 31 TIBI M MBI  MH
00 0é BO BE o né 30 38 JI0 é MO Mé
oy 010 BY BIO y IO 3y 310 Iy IO My MO
Ha HSl na s pa pst ca cs Ta T ¢a s
H HE m e jok) pe o) ce ™ TE (11}) tbe
HBl  HHU Opl U pel  pu ChI cH TBI TH ber u
HO HE o mé po pé co cé TO Té ¢do hé
HY HIO my 1%0) py pro cy Clo Ty TIO by  dro

@ Listen carefully and repeat (this exercise contains mostly nonsense syllables):

Hard vs. soft consonant at the end of a word:

an anb el JeJb YH Vuo
oM OMb KOM KOMb I Onb
BIp BIPb OH OHb KHUT Kutb
ac ach cyn CyTlb mied [eds
oT OTb CBIp CBHIpb BBIH Brinb
10} LTI gac 9ach Tel Tens

@ Now listen to these pairs of real words that differ only in the quality of one consonant:

HARD SOFT
Mmat (checkmate; mat, swearing) MaTth (mother)
nyk (onion) oK (trap door)
HoC (nose) uéc (he carried)
nar (paws) nsn (mistake)
e (he ate) enb (fir tree)
MIpHI (mayors) MEPEI (measures)
ctan (he became) crans (steel)
B 3al (into the hall) B3I (he took)
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g& Exercise 1

1. tam
3. THIO
5. HOC

7. cKkazanb
9. MbI

11. ndna
13. To

15. Tromuxk

2< Exercise 2

1) Why can it be said that vowel letters in Russian perform ‘double duty’?

5-1 ypok — [lomaluHee 3agaHue

Circle the word you hear (Hard and soft are mixed up here, so be careful):

TSIM
THII
HEC
cKa3an
MH
LIS
¢

TYIHAK

10.

12.

14.

16.

TyK
EII0
MarTh
TETS
Bops
KYITAT
3UMa

HOII

JIIOK
D10
Mar
TOTA
béps
KyITUTh
36IMa

HCII

Answer the following questions about the Russian sound system:

2) What is the basic sound represented by the third letter in nusMu? Explain your answer.
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g Exercise 3  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate personal pronoun:

1. =Drote? - Ja, 510

2. —Aro0 TBOH ponutenu? —Jla, osutu B Orario.
3. myTtums? (Lesson 3)

4. Mos cecTpa aIBOKAT. KUBET B M3He.

5. Dro bops. Bpad.

6. —9ro0 u Bam myx? — Ila, 3to

&5 Exercise 4

Part 1: From real spelling to basic sound. What are the basic sounds in the following real words.
(Remember, before you can determine the hardness/softness of any consonant):

Examples: XOJNOAMIBHUK [ ] x {O} n {O} n" {I} n"u" {I} x

TBI L] T {l}
1. Tebs 2. Mbl
3. poautenu 4. onn
5. cobaka 6. TATH
7. JHema3p 8. Téra
9. cymKka 10. JIroba

Part 2: From basic sound to real spelling. Spell the following words based on their basic sounds:

Examples:  1{l} O mo

r{hip O muzp
1. TE}x{A}c 2. 6{Alu{A}n{l}
3. 1"{E}n*{E}${O}n 4. p{l}{A}e*{E}
5. m{O}n{O}x{O} 6. w{Ur{l}
7. JP{O}u"{A} 8. 1{O}B{O}r'u{0}
9. n{Uln{A} 10. cn{l}mm{O}
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