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Dialogues: A: “She's probably a genius” 
 Б: “He's probably a genius” 
Grammar: Word order (cont’d) 
 Possessives 
 Basic negation in Russian  
 ‘Location’  endings: -е vs. -ии vs. no 

change 
Spelling/Sounds: Spelling {O} − 3 ways: о, ё, е 

 
Диалђги Dialogues

 
А. ОнЌ, навЎрно, гЎний          She’s probably a genius 
 

(Still looking at фотогрЌфия) 

Лїда: 1  
2 

Хорошђ.  Я всё понимЌю.  Љто твой стЌрший 
брат, а іто eгђ жeнЌ. 

OK.  I understand everything.  That’s your 
older brother and that’s his wife. 

Стёпа: 3  
4 

Нeт, ты опјть всё пeрeпѓтала.  Љто мој млЌдшая 
сeстрЌ и eё муж.  А іто их дЎти. 

No, you mixed everything up again.  That’s my 
younger sister and her husband,  And that’s 
(those are) their children. 

Лїда: 5 А гдe живѓт их дЎти? Where do their children live? 

Стёпа: 6  
7 

 

Сын – инжeнЎр.  Он живёт в Бђстонe.  А дочь не 
рабђтает.  ОнЌ ѓчится в ПрЏнстоне. 

Their son is an engineer.  He lives in Boston.  
Their daughter doesn’t work.  She’s a student at 
Princeton. 

Лїда: 8 В ПрЏнстонe? Ничeгђ сeбЎ! ОнЌ, навЎрно, гЎний. (At) Princeton?  Very impressive!  She’s 
probably a genius. 

 
 

Б. Он, навЎрно, гЎний          He’s probably a genius 
 

(Still looking at фотогрЌфия) 

ГЎна: 9 
10 

Хорошђ.  Я всё понимЌю.  Љто твој стЌршая 
сeстрЌ, а іто eё муж. 

OK.  I understand everything.  That’s your 
older sister and that’s her husband 

Њля: 11 
12 

Нeт, ты опјть всё пeрeпѓтал.  Љто мой млЌдший 
брат и eгђ жeнЌ. А іто их дЎти. 

No, you mixed up everythng up again.  That’s 
my younger brother and his wife.  And that’s 
(those are) their children. 

ГЎна: 13 А гдe живѓт их дЎти? Where do their children live? 

Њля: 14
15
16 

Дочь – программЏст.  ОнЌ живёт в Калифђрнии, 
в Сан-ФранцЏско.  А сын нe рабђтаeт.  Он 
ѓчится в ПрЏнстонe. 

Their daughter is an computer programmer. She 
lives in California, in San Francisco.  Their son 
doesn’t work. He goes to (school at) Princeton. 

ГЎна: 17 В ПрЏнстонe?  Ничeгђ сeбЎ!  Он, навЎрно, гЎний. (At) Princeton?  Very impressive!  He’s 
probably a genius. 

 

СловЌрь Vocabulary
 

1 всё everything 

1 понимЌю (I) understand 

2 eгђ his 
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3 опјть again 

3 пeрeпѓтал/а (you) mixed up (masc/fem)  (Another past tense form – note the -л- in both 
forms.  More on this later.) 

4 eё her (possessive); hers 

4 их their; theirs 

5 дЎти children (Use only the plural for now; the singular is from a different word.) 

6 инжeнЎр engineer (M/F) 

7 рабђтаeт (s/he) works 

7 ѓчится в … (s/he) is a student at; goes to (school at); studies at 

8 ничeгђ сeбЎ very impressive!  wow!  not bad!   

8 навЎрно probably 

8 гЎний genius 

14 программЏст computer programmer (M/F) 
 
 

                     
 

6.А Word order (cont’d) 
 я всё понимЌю (1); ты опјть всё пeрeпѓтала (3) 
 
Note that in Russian the direct object всё can come before the verb, while in English, it must follow the verb: I 
understand everything.  It would sound strange in Russian to put всё after the verb, though technically it would 
not be grammatically incorrect.  Generally (but not always), “little” words, especially pronouns, precede the verb.  
We won’t offer any grand theory of word order here; we just want you to pay attention to the differences between 
Russian and English. 
 
 

6.Б Possessives 
 
We’ve already seen that the endings of мой, твой, наш, ваш, etc. change depending on the ending of the noun 
they are modifying (мой брат vs. мој сeстрЌ).  The 3rd person possessives (eгђ his, eё her, их their) never 
change, regardless of the gender or number of the noun they modify1: 
 
    

MASC: мой брат твой брат наш брат ваш брат брат 

FEM: мој сeстрЌ твој сeстрЌ нЌша сeстрЌ вЌша сeстрЌ сeстрЌ 

NEUT: моё крЎсло    
         (armchair) 

твоё крЎсло нЌше крЎсло вЌше крЎсло крЎсло 

PL: моЏ родЏтeли твоЏ родЏтeли нЌши родЏтeли вЌши родЏтeли

BUT: 
егђ 
её 
их 

родЏтeли 

 
   
                                                 
1  And, as we’ll see later, regardless of the Case of the noun they modify as well. 

{ 
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 Transform the following phrases as shown in the example: 
 
Example: my sister ➯ Љто мој сeстрЌ. 
  his father ➯ Љто eгђ отЎц. 
 
1. my mother 2. her son 3. their parents 4. my husband 

5. her husband 6. their son 7. our son 8. your (sg) older sister 
9. his older brother 10. my dog 11. her dog 12. our (male) cat 

13. our children 14. her children 15. your (pl) parents 16. your (sg) younger brother
 

 
 
 

6.В Basic Negation in Russian  
 Он нe рабђтаeт (4) 
 
Negation consists of putting the negative particle нe in front of the word or phrase that you wish to negate.  In the 
most common case the structure is: 
 
 

 SUBJECT     + НЕ +       VERB  

Он нe работЌeт He doesn’t work. 

Я нe понимЌю I don’t understand. 

 
 

 Note that there’s no need for a helping verb, as in English: He does not work; I am not 
sleeping. 

 
 
You can also negate something besides the verb.  For instance, if someone says Я всё понимЌю, I understand 
everything, the thing you want to negate is всё: Я [не всё] понимЌю I don’t understand everything.  You’re not 
negating the fact that you don’t understand, but that you don’t understand everything.  Simply put не directly in 
front of the element you wish to negate: 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ELEMENT BEING NEGATED NEGATIVE 
 Он − гЎний. гЎний  Он [нe гЎний]. 

 Я понимЌю. понимЌю  Я [нe понимЌю]. 

 Он рабђтаeт. рабђтаeт  Он [нe рабђтаeт]. 

 ДЏма красЏвый пЌрень красЏвый  ДЏма [нeкрасЏвый2] пЌрень. 
 МЌша живёт в АтлЌнтe. в АтлЌнтe  МЌша живёт [нe в АтлЌнтe]. 

 Я всё понимЌю. всё  Я [не всё] понимЌю. 
 
 
                                                 
2  Negated adjectives and adverbs are often spelled as one word.  Don’t worry about it for now. 
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  Negate the following sentences: 

 
Example: Мој сeстрЌ − программЏст.     ➯      Мој сeстрЌ нe программЏст. 
 
1. Кђля − врач. 2. ОнЏ живѓт в МосквЎ. 3. Я понимЌю. 

4. Он ѓчится. 5. Ђля красЏвая дЎвушка. 6. Он рабђтает. 
7. ВЏтя − красЏвый пЌрень. 8. ПЎтя − адвокЌт. 9. Их дочь рабђтаeт. 

10. Я всё понимЌю. 11. ГЎна рабђтает в ПарЏже. 12. Ксїша − гЎний. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.Г ‘Location’ Endings on Nouns 
 -е vs. -ии vs. no change 
 
Most nouns expressing location end in -e (в клѓбe, в АтлЌнтe, в Нью-Йђркe, в Вашингтђнe).  However, if 
the dictionary form of a word ends in -ий, -ия, or -иe, the Location ending is -ии: 
 
 

For most nouns (those ending in a consonant, -a, or -o): 
 

 DICTIONARY FORM LOCATION ENDING LOCATION FORM 
MASC:  клуб, Нью-Йђрк  в клѓбе, в Нью-Йђрке 
FEM:  АтлЌнта, кђмната (room)  в АтлЌнте, в кђмнате 

NEUT:  крЎсло (armchair), мЎсто (place)

-е 
 в крЎсле, в мЎсте 

 
 
 
 

For nouns ending in -ий, -ия, or -ие: 
 

 DICTIONARY FORM LOCATION ENDING LOCATION FORM 
MASC:  кафетЎрий (cafeteria)  в кафетЎрии 

FEM:  РоссЏя (Russia), Калифђрния  в РоссЏи, в Калифђрнии 
NEUT:  здЌниe (building) 

-ии 
 в здЌнии 
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Finally, in the dialogue we saw в Сан-ФранцЏско when we expect в Сан-ФранцЏскe.  The reason is: 
 

Foreign nouns ending in -о, -и, -у, -e do not decline 
 
That is, they don’t change their ending to reflect their function in the sentence.  Therefore the dictionary form is 
the only form that exists.  Some others like this are: 
 
в Нью-ДжЎрси, в ОгЌйо, в Миссѓри, в МонЌко, в Бакѓ, в мeтрђ, в кинђ, в кафЎ3, в Перѓ, в СЌнта-Фе 

 
 
 
 

  Put the following places in their ‘Location’ form according to the example: 
 
Example: Мой брат рабђтает (ИндиЌна).    ➯      Мой брат рабђтает в ИндиЌне. 
 
1. Кђля живёт (БерлЏн) 2. МЌша рабђтает (ИспЌния) 

3. Мы бѕли (РЏно) 4. МоЏ родЏтели живѓт (ПрЌга) 

5. Он (ХЎльсинки) 6. Ільга живёт (ГЌрлем) 
7. Егђ отЎц рабђтает (ТашкЎнт) 8. Их дЎти живѓт (Перѓ) 

9. НЌдя ѓчится (ГЌрвард) 10. Серёжа рабђтает (РоссЏя) 
 
 
 

                                                 
3  In most foreign words, a consonant preceding the Soft-indicating vowel ‘e’ is not pronounced soft, i.e., it is pronounced as 

if the following letter were ‘э’. 
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6.Е Spelling {O} − 3 ways: ‘о, ё, е’  
 
In the vowel table in Lesson 5 you may have noticed that unlike the other 4 basic vowel sounds, which have two 
possible spellings ({A} = а/я, {E} = э/e, etc.), {O} has THREE possible spellings: ‘о’ after hard consonants and 
either ‘ё’ or ‘e’ after soft consonants.  The letter ‘ё’ appears only under stress.  When not under stress, ‘ё’ loses 
the two dots, making it seemingly indistinguishable from the ‘e’ used to represent soft-indicating {E}. 
 
 

 Question: If you see an unstressed letter ‘e’, how can you tell whether it’s a soft-
indicating {E} or an unstressed soft-indicating {O}? 

 Answer: You can’t – sort of.  You need to find an instance where the vowel is stressed.  
If it’s really {O}, then when under stress the two dots will ‘re-appear’ and 
you’ll pronounce a real /o/ sound.  If the letter is really {E}, then even when 
under stress the two dots won’t appear and you’ll pronounce a /e/ sound. 

 
 
So, where could we possibly find an instance where the vowel is stressed?  As you’ll soon discover, stress in 
Russian can move around, such as between the singular and plural forms of a noun (and a few other places).  
Look at сeстрЌ sister (sg).  Is the second letter basic {E} or {O}?  From this one form it’s impossible to tell, but 
knowing that the plural is сёстры tells us that the vowel is really an {O}: сь{O}стр{I}. 
 
What about дeлЌ matters, affairs?  The singular is дЎло, which indicates the second letter is {E}, otherwise it 
would have been дёло. 
 
What if the letter ‘e’ is never stressed, like тебј you?  In that case, we’ll just say that the ‘e’ in this word is basic 
{E}; since the vowel is NEVER stressed, there’s no proof that it’s really {O}. 
 
 
Here are some more examples of unstressed letter ‘e’ with their true identities being unmasked by showing 
another form.  (Some words we’ve seen already; don’t worry about the others for now.) 
 
 

BASIC {E} BASIC {O} 
Word Proof Word Proof 

дeлЌ singular is дЎло сeстрЌ plural is сёстры 
мeстЌ  singular is мЎсто  жeнЌ plural is жёны 

грeх under stress it’s still ‘e’ здЌниe  similar noun ending is окнђ житьё
мeнј this ‘e’ is never stressed узнЌeт similar verb ending is узнаёт 

тeлeфђн these ‘e’s are never stressed хорђшee similar adj. ending is большђe 
 
 
We will be sure to identify any ‘hidden’ {O}s as we introduce new vocabulary.  
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 Exercise 1   Answer the following questions about the spelling of {O}: 
 

a)  How does the spelling of {O} differ from that of all other basic vowel sounds? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

b)  Under what circumstances can you not say for certain what the basic vowel sound is? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c)  How is it sometimes possible to remedy the problem in (b)?  Provide an example. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Exercise 2 Negate the following sentences:  
 

1. Он гЎний. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ГЌля всё понимЌет. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. СлЌва ѓчится в ГЌрварде. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Мой стЌрший брат адвокЌт. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Exercise 3   Translate into Russian: 
 
1. Where does his sister live? 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Our son goes to Princeton (University). 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Their parents don’t live in Atlanta, they live in Albania (АлбЌния). 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Is that your younger brother?   

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 
 
 


