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Less%/ Seven

Dialogue: “You've got the wrong number.”
Grammar:  Numerals from 0 -12
Phrases for the phone
Spelling/Sounds: Unpaired consonants and spelling
rules
- Mixed Hard or Soft - Depending on
following vowel: K, . X
- Inherently hard or soft consonants: XX,
LW, LL; Y, W, 7
- Spelling rules
- Spelling {O} after inherently hard/soft
consonants

JAuanor Dialogue
Bbl He TOT HOMep HaGpanu You’ve got the wrong number

Tamapa: |1 | Amno? Hello?

I'ora: 2 | Ao, moxHO nmy? Hello, may I speak to Dima?

Tamapa: |3 | Bel He TOT HOMep HaOpAH.

You've got (= dialed) the wrong number.

Iéra: 4 | D10 7-4-2-9-0-8-5?

Is this 7-4-2-9-0-8-5?

Tamapa: |5 |Her, 310 6-1-3-5-2-0-4

No, it’s 6-1-3-5-2-0-4

I'ora: 6 | 3BunnTe. Sorry (= Excuse me).
CioBapnb Vocabulary
1 |amd hello? (Used only when answering phone. Also note that many Russians

pronounce both 1’s soft /amné/.)

2 | mOxnO + first name in {U}

may I speak to ...(See grammar)

3 HC TOT

the wrong (lit.: not that - masculine)

3 | HOMep

telephone number

3 | Habpamm

dialed (past plural) (best to memorize the phrase: Bsl He TOT HOMep Habpasu.)

e r r

7.A Numerals from 0-12

(There is a listening exercise for the numbers on the next page.)

HOJIb
OJIVUH

nBa (related to dual)
TpH (related to tricycle)
YeThIpe

IISITh

A N A W N =D

mEeCTh

7 ceMb

BOCEMb

JIEBSTH
10  nécars (related to decade)
11 oavHHAIUIATH

12 nBeHAANATH
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Some spelling hints / mnemonics for the numbers:

e Think of uetrIpe four as an ‘bi-sandwich’: an “b1” between two slices of “e.”
e All of the numbers > 5 end in a —b.

e Don’t forget the two H’s in oxiHHaguaTh. Incidentally, 11-19 all end in -HaguaTh,
which is equivalent to “-teen.”

|

? : Question: Why is it nBenanmats? I expected mBaHamIATH. !
i i
! Answer: Our most sincere apologies. Just learn it. !

% Listen and repeat:
0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,12,11,10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1,0

Some college level math. No calculators (this isn’t the SAT).

+ mimwc; — MIHYC; = oyner (actually, there’s a fancy word for equals, which we’ll ignore for now)
Example: 6-4=2 L] Lllecmb munyc uemvipe 6yoem 08a.
1. 2+7 2. 5-1 3. 8+3 4. 12-7
5. 6+4 6. 11-3 7. 12-0 8. 2+3

Last note on numerals: Even though we’ve already seen a hint of the plural (pomiTesn, néru), you cannot simply
put a number in front of a plural noun. It will be a while before you can say things like 5 golden rings.
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7.6 Some Telephone Phrases

a) Answering a phone — Amno?

You can only use anin6 when answering a phone. Otherwise, to say /ello use 3apaBcTBYii(Te) or mpuBéT (but
you can’t use 3paBcTBY#i(Te) or mpuBET to answer a phone).

b) Asking for someone — MoxHO CélHIy / MéIHy / T'amo?

For now it’s best to memorize this construction: Mé:kno + first name in {U}. (You can only do this with first
name that end in {A} — which is why we only let you pick first names that end in {A}. Pretty sneaky.)

Moé:xno Kanny? Mésxno Unny? Mo:xHo BriTi0? Moé:xHo Bépro?
Can I speak to Zhanna? Can [ speak to Inna? Can [ speak to Vitya? Can [ speak to Borya?

So, for now you cannot call and ask for Bnagiimup ITytrH, unless you call him Bondas. (Not recommended.)

¢) Reciting phone numbers

Actually, the dialogue is not 100% realistic. Russians usually recite phone numbers as follows:

245-65-19: 245 (two hundred forty-five) 65 (sixty-five) 19 (nineteen)
756-90-06: 756 (seven hundred fifty-six) 90 (ninety) 06 (zero six)

There does, however, seem to be a trend among Russian immigrants to mimic the American way of pronouncing
each digit. Also, it’s not completely unheard of for a Russian to say each number, though it’s not the norm.
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7.B Unpaired Consonants and Special Spelling Rules

You may have noticed in our discussion of paired (hard vs. soft) consonants in Lesson 5 that several consonants
were not mentioned. That’s because these consonants do not have two basic pronunciations. They are either
always hard or always soft. There are two groups of unpaired consonants: 1) mixed hard and soft, and 2)
inherently hard or soft.

7.B.1 Mixed hard or soft (depending on the following vowel): The Velars — K, I', X

The consonants K, I', X are known as the velars (since they are pronounced toward the velum, in the back top of
the mouth).

In front of the vowels {A}, {O}, {U} the velars are always pronounced and written hard, that is, written with the

(TP L TP L]

vowel letters “a,”, “0,”, and “y, respectively. Thus, you should always write only ka/ra/xa and never xs1/Ts1/xs;
only ko/ro/xo and never ké/ré/xé; only Ky/ry/xy and never kio/rio/xio."

g@ Listen and repeat:

{A}  Kanana (Canada), kanycra (cabbage), rancryk (necktie), xapaxrep (character), xuvira (book),
{0}  xomka (cat), monoké (milk), ropon (city), roBopurts (to say), xop (choir), mnodxo
{U}  kymuats (fo buy), otkyna (from where), ry6a (lip), ryasite (fo stroll), xynow (thin), xynurau (hooligan)

In front of the vowels {E} and {l} the velars are pronounced and written soft, i.e., with the vowel letters “e” and
“m,” respectively. So, as expected, write only ke/re/xe and never k3/r3/x3; only kn/ru/xu and never Kbl/rbl/Xbl

g@ Listen and repeat:

{E}  xem (by whom) kedup (kefir), réuwmii, ['éna, cxéma (diagram, chart), o myxe (about a/the fly)
{1} KuHO(cinema) pycckuit (Russian), tutapa (guitar), ctporuii (strict), xatpsii (sly), myxu (flies)

The Velar Consonants — K, I, X
Hard before {A}, {O} and {U} Soft before {E} and {I}

€9

Write and say only “a,” “0” and “y” Write and say only “e” and “un”

The above are often given as “spelling rules” (see below for real spelling rules), but it’s really a matter of
pronunciation. Still, be careful never to spell or say any of the velars with the “wrong” vowel.

One final note about the velars:

o 99,

The velars can never precede “p”; there is no kb, I'b, Xb.

' This applies to native Russian words. In foreign words it’s possible to have just about any combination: [ére (Goethe),

Kiopacao (Curacao).
Again, foreign words can violate this rule: K3ppoa (Lewis Carroll), X3ukoxk (John Hancock).
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7.B.2 Inherently Hard or Soft Consonants

99 ¢ 99 G699 GG

The consonants that are either inherently hard or inherently soft are the hushers (‘“:k,” “m,” “g,” “m’”), “m” and

) 7 |
1) Inherently hard consonants — 7K, L1, I

7K, I, and I are always pronounced hard (tongue down and somewhat back) regardless of the following vowel
letter or soft sign.

2) Inherently soft consonants — Y, 111, M

Y, III, and 1 are always pronounced soft (tongue higher and forward) regardless of the following vowel letter.

ALWAYS HARD ALWAYS SOFT
X, W, U Y, LW, N
? Question: If “m is always hard, how can there be a ‘b’ after it, as we saw in the word

¢ : myTumb? Is this an exception? |
| |
| Answer: Very sharp eye. Here the “p” is meaningless — and actually misleading. It’s |
: just a spelling convention (sort of like the way you have to write “u” after “q” |
! in English). It only happens with the second person singular ending on verbs !
i (and a few other places) and has no effect on pronunciation. (We have had i
| several native speakers who instinctively heard a hard consonant and kept |
i forgetting to write a soft sign after “nr” in forms like nryTums — until we i
| threatened to take off 25 points for this mistake.) |
: You’ll also find a “p” after inherently soft consonants, e.g., Bemp thing. :
| Again, it has no effect on the pronunciation. ;
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

29 ¢, ER]

In basic sound representation we will write a non-raised “p” after “m,” “ik,

[T L T3

y,” “m,” simply to indicate the correct spelling of the word: myTums >
w{U " {1} mib.

MU |

7.B.3 Spelling Rules For Inherently Hard/Soft Consonants

For historical reasons only certain vowels can be written after the inherently hard/soft consonants.

After 2K, I, Y, I, I1* write only:
a (never 1) e (never 3) U (never bI*) y (never 10)

*After ‘u’, both ‘m” and ‘b1’ can be found. Sometimes the choice between ‘u’ and ‘b1’ after ‘n’ is rather arbitrary,
as we can see in these two last names: Enbitun (with ‘u’) versus Comkennnpia (with ‘br’). In other places, there
are rules, which we’ll discuss later on.

Later on we’ll also discuss the spelling of ‘i’ + vowel.
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-
i Because of the above rules, the spelling of vowels after these consonants can be downright

| misleading: it means you have no choice but to write the soft-indicating vowels ‘n, e’ after

i inherently hard sk, m, i’ and the hard-indicating vowels ‘a, y’ after inherently soft ‘u, ur’.

i Don’t be misled - the spelling does not reflect the pronunciation. It’s a common mistake of

i young Russian schoolchildren (and forgetful Princeton students), who hear soft ‘u, m’ and then

¢y? Ca’

i write the letter ‘10’, not ‘y’, ‘s’ not ‘a’.

e e

Examples of words with misleading spellings:

_________________________________________________________

SOFT-INDICATING VOWEL AFTER INHERENTLY
HARD CONSONANT

HARD-INDICATING VOWEL AFTER INHERENTLY
SOFT CONSONANT

xkuBET (it really sounds like [xbIBET])
mect (pole) (it really sounds like [mmcrt])

upk (circus) (it really sounds like [1eIpK])

uécto (often) (it really sounds like [dscTo])
mwaanTh (o spare) (it really sounds like [mganTs])
ayno (miracle) (it really sounds like [4rom0])

% Pronounce the following words (ignoring the sometimes misleading spelling of vowels):

a) Permanently hard consonants:

maxmarsl (chess), mect (pole), mmn (he sewed), moxk (shock), mym (noise)

xaba (foad), xetdH (token), xun (he lived), cBexo (fresh), xxynuk (crook)

uapcto (kingdom), uéHtp (center), ubiran (gyspy), nOkot (clatter), nykar (candied fruit)

b) Inherently soft consonants:

qacro (often), uépes (through; within), uicto (clean), mneud (shoulder), ayno (miracle)

mamuTh (fo spare), mexa (cheek), mu (cabbage soup), emé (still; yet), myka (pike)

Finally, let’s compare inherently hard ‘m’ with inherently soft ‘ur’. In addition to the place of articulation
(tongue low and back for ‘mr’, high and forward for ‘mr’), there is also (supposed to be) a difference in length.
Generally, ‘m’ is about 1% times longer than ‘mr’. (At least that’s what all the books on phonetics — written by

Russians — say. You can judge for yourself.)

¢) Compare hard ‘ur’ and long, soft ‘m’ (mostly nonsense sounds below):

ma/ma mrap/map
mre/ue LIECT/IECT
11857410051 LIUT/IAT

mo (€)/mé  moku (MEKM )/ MEKH
ry/Iry IIyKa/IyKa
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7.B.4 Spelling {O} after inherently hard/soft consonants

Spelling {O} after the hushers can get complicated, but there is one crucial rule:

No unstressed “o” after i, X, u, 4, Ww. Instead write “e”.?

3 . . . . . ,
Again, foreign words can violate this rule, as seen in moxomndx (unstressed ‘o’ after ‘mr’).
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&S Exercise1  Write out the following equations in Russian:

Example: 8-2 [l Bocemb MuHyC 1Ba OYIET IIECTH.
4+5 [l YeTrIpe IUTIOC ISITH Oy IET NEBATH.

1. 9+1

2. 8+4

3. 3+2

4, 11-5

5 7-0

&S Exercise 2  Answer the following questions about unpaired consonants:

a) Which consonants are “mixed” with respect to hardness/softness? Before which vowels are they hard? soft?

b) What are the inherently hard consonants?

¢) What are the inherently soft consonants?

d) Which vowel letters may appear after inherently hard/soft consonants?
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,Qj Exercise 3  Cross out the impossible spellings, write the word correctly, and explain the
problem:

Examples: rocth (OK)
xopoukt (xopouwtas. Can'’t write s after w)

1. xHATH

2. TOXAp

3. xopomuu

4. UHK

5. 4YacThb

6. cBéxoe

7. WAgUTh
8. uscTO
9. XKIOK

10. rrocTOM

11. XBITpBIH

12. kaHTAaTa

13. xopoiee

14. macTh

15.xopomioe

16. nnoxén

17. myxka

2< Exercise 4 Underline the “misleading” spellings following the unpaired consonants:

Examples: guciod (OK: you do expect a Soft-indicating letter ‘u’ after u)
ropsiud (because u is inherently soft, but o is a hard indicating vowel)

1. xopomd 2. xEHBI 3. gacro 4. cnényromuit
5. cBéxuit 6. cBéxas 7. AWMYT 8. mecTh
9. Illypa 10.Camn 11.9ém 12. Enbuun
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