14 4 Dialogues: A: “Here’s your tea”
Boc pOK B: “Here’s your coffee”

Grammar: The Past Tense: a first look

Russian to English (cont'd): Sentence
Lessdn Eight
N

Spelling/Sounds: The consonant sound [y]

JAuanorn Dialogues
A. BoT Bam yan Here’s your tea
1 (B pecmopane) (In a restaurant)
Prira: 2 | Yaii, moskamy#cra. Tea, please.
Joxon: 3 | Ioxamyiicra. Here you go.
Piita: 4 | Cmacubo. (starts to drink) Thank you. (starts to drink)
5 | D10 He aii. dto kode. Uro s ckazama? S ckazadma | This isn’t tea. This is coffee. What did I say? 1
6 |«uai». Bbl moHHMAETE: «4ai»! said ‘tea’. Do you understand, ‘tea’!
Jxon: 7 | M3BuHUTE. S Mn6xo moHUMAIO mo-pyccku. Excuse me. I don’t understand Russian very
8 | amMmepuKaHeTl. well. I'm an American.
Prra: 9 | M3BuHuTE, MOXKATYHCTA. Oh, excuse me, please.
Joxon: 10 | Huuer6. Bot Bam vaid. Don’t worry about it. Here's your tea.
Piita: 11 | Cmacub6o. Thank you.
Hdxon: 12 | [Toxanyiicra. You're welcome.
b. BoT Bam kOde Here’s your coffee
(B pecmopane) (In a restaurant)
Banépa: |13 [ Kode, moxamyiicra. Coffee, please.
IIhm: 14 | IToxamnyticra. Here you go.
Banépa: |15 | Cnacubo. (starts to drink) Thank you. (starts to drink)
16 | D0 He Kode. 10 waii. Yro s ckazan? S ckasan This isn’t coffee. This is tea. What did I say? 1
17 | «xO0de». Bbl mornMaeTe: «koOde»! said ‘coffee’ Do you understand: ‘coffee’!
IIm: 18 | U3BunaATE. S M160X0 MOHMMAIO TO-PYCCKH. S Excuse me. I don’t understand Russian very
19 | aMepHUKAHKa. well. I'm an American.
Banépa: |20 | M3BuHuTE, MOXKAMyiiCTa. Oh, excuse me please.
IIhm: 21 | Huuerd. Bot Bam koOde. Don’t worry about it. Here’s you coffee.
Banépa: |22 | Cnacubo. Thank you.
Im: 23 | Hé 3a uTto. Don’t mention it.
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8-1 ypok

Spelling / Sounds

CioBapnb

Vocabulary

1 | pectopdH (No ‘1’ at the end of the word in Russian!) | restaurant

2 |yan

tea

noxaiyicra

1) please
2) here you go (service worker giving something to customer)
3) you’re welcome

4 | cmacubo

thank you (there is no way to shorten this word, despite the best
efforts of American students)

5 | xOde

coffee (Masc — note the gender!)

CKa3aia

said (Past Tense, Fem)

6 |monmmaere

(vou sg-Formal / pl) understand

7 | mno6xo

poorly

sl IOHUMAIO TIO-PYCCKH

1 understand Russian (don’t leave out the hyphen!)

8 | aMmepukaHen

American (noun, Masc; note: not capitalized)

10 | HAUYeTO

here: don’t worry about it; it’s nothing (lit.: nothing; cf. Lesson 1)

BOT BaM [noun]

(handing something to someone) here’s your[noun]

16 | cKa3am

said (Past Tense, Masc)

19 | aMepHKaHKa

American (noun, Fem; note: not capitalized)

23 | mé 3a uro

(response to cnacn6o) don’t mention it (lit.: There isn’t anything
(to thank me) for)

r

r r

8.A The Past Tense (a first look)

YUT0 5 ckaszanal/ckasan? (5, 16)

We’ve seen several instances of the Past Tense already: 6111 were (plural), mepenyran mixed up (masculine)

For now just note two things:

1. The consonant ‘a1’ as a past tense marker.

2. The ending changes depending gender and number (-1 = masculine sg, -aa = feminine sg, -au = plural)

The Past Tense (a first look)

SINGULAR PLURAL
MASCULINE (51, TBI, OH): =JI FEMININE (s, TBI, OH4): =JIa (MBI, BBI, OHH): =JIA
nepernyTal nepernyrana Tepeny TaIu
cKazan cKazaia CKa3aIn
OBLI ObUTA (380051
(*note: stress shifts to ending)

There will be a more in-depth explanation of the past tense in Chapter Two.
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Grammar Lesson 8

& : Note that BbI always takes a plural form of the verb, even when it’s Formal-singular:

i . ] You (guys) mixed up everything.
| BbI Bcé mepenyTainy. <
! You (stupid professor) mixed up everything.

Change the form of the verb based on the cue (*Careful with word order: full nouns follow the
verb, pronouns precede):

Example: Yro on ckazan? (Mama) []  Ymo ckazdna Mdwa?
Yto oH cka3an? (oH4) [l Ymo ond ckazdna?

1. UYro onHa ckazana? (oH, BB — said to a nice policeman, Kosst, TBO# poauTeNn, MOsi MaTh, €rd 0TEIN)
2. Muma Bc€ nepenytan. (Bépa, s, Mbl, BuTs, o4, BbI — said to mpodéccop, Tol — said to 6par)

3. 51 obu1/4 B pectopane. (COHs, MBI, OH, THI — said to cecTpa, MoH ponuTenu, [rima)

8.b Russian to English (cont’d): Different Sentence Structure

A nndéxo noHnmato no-pyccku (7)
Here’s a perfect example of how a word-for-word translation just won’t work. Literally 51 nj6xo mnonumaro mo-
pyccku means I poorly understand in Russian, though it’s best translated as I don 't understand Russian very well.

As we said before, there’s no sure way to predict which phrases and sentences are directly translatable and which
aren’t. Just keep your eyes and ears open for this type of thing.
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8-1 ypok Spelling / Sounds

8.B The Consonant Sound [y]: U or Soft-indicating Vowel

Like English, Russian has the consonant sound [y] as in yes, boy, etc. There are two basic ways to spell this [y]
sound in Russian. One way is straightforward: just use the consonant letter “i1.” The other way is a bit more
complex: using (certain) soft-indicating vowels.

How the sound [y] is represented

1) Using consonant letter ‘ii>. ‘M’ is seen mostly at the end of a syllable following a vowel, in which case it’s
close to the ‘y’ in English boy, they, but with a real tug on that ‘y” at the end. It can also appear syllable-
initially in foreign words: Heto-Uopk.

% Listen and repeat the following words (Be sure to give a good ‘tug’ when pronouncing ‘it’):

MO¥, TBO#, Mai, KOBOOH (cowboy), Gonbiodi (big), mnoxoi (bad), rénuid, oi, neit (drink!), 3npaBcTByiiTe, TaHIYH
(dance!), Geii (beat!), itora (yoga), Hero-10pk, cipammuBait

2) Using a soft-indicating vowel 1, e, &, 10 — but not u

Our previous discussion of soft-indicating vowels was limited to cases in which the vowels were immediately
preceded by a consonant. When a soft-indicating vowel s, e, b, 1o (but not ‘u’) is not immediately preceded by a
consonant, the consonant sound [ii] is pronounced (but not written) before the vowel sound. For instance, “a” not
immediately preceded by a consonant is a single letter representing two sounds: [i1] + {A}. As we see in the chart
below (and don’t forget to do the oral exercise!), there are three places where a soft-indicating vowel are not

preceded by a consonant, and are pronounced with an preceding ‘i1’ sound:

@ Listen and repeat:

THREE PLACES WHERE SOFT-INDICATING VOWELS 1, E, , i, 10 DO NOT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW A
CONSONANT — AND ARE PRONOUNCED WITH AN INITIAL ‘i1’ SOUND

1) At the beginning of a word Sua, sictpe0 (hawk), én (he ate), éxats (o ride), €nka (fir), EMKoCTh
(capacity), tomop (humor), ToHOCTB (youth)

*Word-initial u- is not pronounced with a preceding ‘%i’: HBas,
WHXEHED, uMs (first name)

2) Following any vowel MO, TBOS, IpUEXaTh (to arrive), yéxan (he left), na€t (he gives), eg,
cBOIO (one’s own), TBOKO

3) Following as or b CBUHBSI (swine), o0bsitue (hug), cembé (family), cven (he ate up),
meeT (s/he sews), 00bEM (scope), b0 (I drink), albIOTAHT
(adjutant)

Thus, if someone shows you the ‘words’ mmst or mé or nmmio (with the letter, if any, before the soft-indicating
vowel covered) and asks you whether there is a # sound in the word, your answer should be: “I cant’ tell as it is. |
need to see the preceding letter, if any, to determine whether there should be a it pronounced before the vowel. If
that letter is anything except a consonant, then there is a i sound before the vowel sound.”

So, in addition to the basic vowel sound, soft-indicating vowels represent either:

1) Softening of immediately preceding consonant: (mpusét, JIéus). Our notation: C*{V} (any soft consonant +
any vowel)

2) The presence of it sound: (s1, Moé, mb10). Our notation: #{V}
0000000000000 |
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Spelling / Sounds Lesson 8
More Examples of Basic Sounds
VOWEL SOFT CONSONANT PLUS {VOWEL} 1 PLUS {VOWEL}
LETTER . .
example asin ... example asin ...

s 6"+ {A} TeOs i+ {A} 1, MOSI, CBUHBS

e n°+ {E} IETH i+ {E} éxartp, yéxarb, CEMb¢

é o+ {0} JIéns n+ {0} émKa, TBOE, KUTHE

0 v+ {U} KYXHIO i+ {U} OMOD, TBOIO, TIBIOT

While this explanation of the i sound may be a bit complex, remember, it’s all a matter of pronunciation. In all
the instances described above, Russians really do pronounce a [ii] sound (and they certainly don’t know any of

these rules).

We are now able to represent the basic sounds of any word in the entire language. Let’s look at some more
examples — some with the sound [Ji], some without.

TBOM tB{O}it cebé c"{E}6"{E}
TBOA B{O}ii (A} WBan {I}B{A}H (no /i/ before})
TBOE t8{0}i1{0} s n{A}
LIy THIIIb ur{U} " {1} s ¢dororpadus d{O}r{O}rp{A}d°{I}i1{A}
eé n{E}in{O} MUTA LM Mit{A} o {1} i
JI0Yb 1{O}up’ KHBY x{l}B{U}
OIIATH {O}n"{A}T" HOHHMMAIO n{O}u" {I}m{A}ir{U}
OKHO {O}ku{0O} CTOHUT ct{O} {1} T (no /it before ‘u’)
cépaue ¢ {E}pau{O} IOnvitep a{Uin"{}"{E}p
g}; rfvgri:i{(gj)word, owid, indicates that the underlying (noun) | o1& #{E}r{O}

ux {I}x (no [ii] before u)
60J1bIIIOC 6on"m{O} it {E} KUBET x{l}8°{O}r
xopoiiee x{O}p{O}m{O}ir{E} MOHUMAET n{O}u" {I}m{A}1{O}T
(The previous word Gomswde indicates that the underlying (The previous word, acueém, indicates that the underlying
(adjectival) ending is {O}i{E}.) (verbal) ending is {O}m.)

1

Here we write ‘b’ as a full letter rather than ” (indicator of preceding softness), because, as you recall, ‘ur’ is inherently a

hard consonant. Recall our convention to use an unraised ‘»’ after inherently hard or soft consonants.

2
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8-1 ypok Spelling / Sounds

? : Question: If word-initial u- does not represent a it sound, how can we distinguish the

i basic sound representation of words beginning in ‘u’ vs. ‘bI’? In other words,
I what spelling does, say, {lI}B{A}u represent, UBau or bIean? This problem
i does not come up in distinguishing initial 3- (which has no it sound) vs. e-
! (with it sound) or a- (no it sound) vs. s1- (with i sound), etc.
|
|
|

Superb, really fantastic question. Take a look at a Russian dictionary. There
are no words that start with the letter “p1.” None. Zilch. Problem solved.

[i] vs. soft consonant

Finally, many students have an especially hard time hearing this i sound when it occurs in one-syllable words.
Compare the pronunciations (with and without i sound):

% Listen and repeat:

WITHOUT [i1] SOUND

WITH [ii] SOUND

ISTh
cen (he sat down)
JIGust

ayno (miracle)

* remember. pronounced /uio/

IbsHEBIA (drunk; inebriated)
cwen (he ate up)
€T (s/he pours)

4bto (Whose)
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8- ypok — [lomalwuHee 3agaHue

2S Exercise1 Determine which words have a it sound. Explain how the sound is represented.

Examples: er6 — Soft-indicating {E} in initial position
mosi — Soft-indicating {A} after a vowel
b0 — Sofi-indicating {U} after a v’
TBOM — the consonant letter ‘U’
MeHS — no /ii/ sound

s

MeEHS

MOH

MaThb

MOé€

e€ (think!)

neu

Jaro

IMIOHUMAIO

HBan

Xopomo

OOBSICHUTD

TIO-PYCCKU

OKHO

JIronma

Amdcka

xoporee
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25 Exercise 2

8- ypok — [lomalwuHee 3agaHue

Transcribe the following words in terms of their basic sounds:

Example: OOJIBIIAS [] 6{O}n"m{A}ii{A}

WBane

] {I}B{A}u"{E}

l1.s 2. mnoxas
3.310 4. mpIOT
5. y3Haér 6. IOHUMAET

(this word shares the same ending as 5)
7. OKHO 8. cépaue

(this word shares the same ending as 7)
9. maTeEpéC 10. gait
11. ckazamu 12. moxanyiicra

2< Exercise 3

1.  Kak Bac 30ByT?

2. Cmnacn6o.

Provide an appropriate response to the following (as a full sentence, if possible):

3. Bort BaM yaii.

4.  WzBunnre pamu bora.

5. Dro TBOI Gpar?

6. Kak nena?
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