Dialogues:

Grammar:

Spelling/Sounds: Vowel reduction

A: “It's on the bed”; B: “It’s in the fridge”;
B: “It's on the couch”; I": “They’re on the
table”

Another ‘location’ ending: -u

The direct object (a first look)

Plural of nouns (a first look)

More on gender and pronouns

A different set of verb endings

JAunanorn Dialogues

A. OH neXuT Ha KpoBaTn It’s on the bed

dima: 1 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mue aékorna. ['ne moi (in a hurry) Ugh! I'm in a hurry. Where is my
2 | poroanmmapat? TeI He BAnena Mol dotoanmnapar? | camera? You didn’t happen to see my camera?

Hans 3 | [To-mOeMy, OH JIGKUT Ha KPOBATH. 1 think it’s (lying) on the bed.

Jama: 4 |3nmech Het. I'me ke oH? No, (it’s) not here. Where the devil is it?

b. OHa B xonoaunbHUKe It’s in the fridge

Consn 5 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mae Hékorma. I'ne mos BOaKa? (in a hurry) Ugh! I'm in a hurry. Where is my
6 | Tel HE BHAET MOIO BOIKY? vodka? You didn’t happen to see my vodka?

Jduma 7 | Ilo-MOeMy, OHA B XOJIOTHIIBHUKE. 1 think it’s in the fridge.

Coust 8 | Tam Her. I'nme ke oHa? No, (it’s) not there. Where the devil is it?

B. OHO NexuT Ha AuBaHe It’s on the couch

Brika 9 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mue uékorna. ['ne Mo nanet0? | (in a hurry) Ugh! I'm in a hurry. Where is my
10 | Tel He BHIET MOE ANBTO? coat? You didn’t happen to see my (over)coat?

JIéns 11 [ [To-mb6emy, OHO JIEXKHAT HA TUBAHE. 1 think it’s (lying) on the couch.

Biika 12 | 3mece Hetr. [ e ke oHO? No, (it’s) not here. Where the devil is it?

r. OHM nexar Ha cToné They’re on the table

Mama: |13 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mue sékorna. I'ne mout kiroun? | (in a hurry) Ugh! I'm in a hurry. Where are
1 TwI He BHICITa MOU KITFOUH? my keys? You didn’t happen to see my keys?

Ans 15 | I[To-MOeMy, OHH JISKAT Ha CTOJE. 1 think they 're (lying) on the table.

Mama: 16 | Tam Her. I'me xe oHH? No, (they re) not there. Where the devil are

they?
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Vocabulary

1 |ax!

(expresses dismay)

2 | poroanmapar

camera

TBI HE BHJIEN/A

you didn’t (happen to) see (Masc/Fem)

3 | mo-moemy

1 think; in my opinion (don’t leave out the hyphen!)

JIEXKUAT

it is (lying, in a flat position)

Ha

on

KpOBATH (Fem)

bed (not to be confused with the French word for necktie)

Ha KPOBATH on the bed
4 |31ech here
Ke (adds emphasis to preceding word; a good English equivalent is: ... the devil ...)
5 |BOmKa vodka
7 | XOJOAWIBHHUK refrigerator
8 | Tam there
9 | majabTo overcoat
11 | nuBaH sofa, couch
13 | KIIFOY key
KITIOUH keys - plural (*note stress is on ending)
15 | mexar they are (lying, in a flat position)
CTOJ table
Ha CTOJIE on the table (*note stress is on ending)

9.A Another Location Ending: -u

Ha kpoBaTu (3)

Note that for the noun kpoBaTh bed instead of the expected location ending -e, the ending is -u: Ha KpoOBATH.
(This only happens in Feminine nouns ending in -b.) We’ll examine this group of nouns in Lesson 12.
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9.b The Direct Object (A First Look)
Tbl He BMAEen Moto BOAKY? (6)

When the noun phrase mosi B6aka is used as a direct object (of the verb Bimes see), the endings on both words
change from -{A} to -{U}: mo1o BOnky. This change occurs only with Feminine singular nouns. All the other
noun phrases, Moii (poroanmapat (Masc sg), Moé maabT6 (Neut sg) mon kiroun (pl) are the same whether they
are used as subject or direct object. We will discuss this in detail in Lesson 23.

9.B The Plural of Nouns (A First Look)
Kkrtoun (13)

Many plural nouns end in -{I} (nétu, pomurenu, knoun). The spelling depends on the hardness/softness of the
preceding consonant or spelling rule. More on forming the plural in Lesson 15.

? : Question: I don’t understand why the ‘H’ in onn is soft. Since the ‘H’ is hard in all the
i singular pronouns oH, oH4, 0HO, shouldn’t the plural end in -B1?

|
| |
| |
i Answer: You’re right. However, there are some historical reasons (which are not really |
| h . . , . . |
i worth going into) why the form is omii. But we will see this unexpected |
! softening in a few more forms of the plural. :

9. More on Gender and Pronouns

In Lessons 4 and 5 we saw that the 3" person personal pronouns (ou he, oua she, oun they) are used to ‘replace’
proper nouns (i.e., people):

Masc: ['ne Muma? OH B Kiry0e. Where’s Misha? He's at a club.
t 1
Fem: 3rto Mmos cectpd Hardma. OHa Bpau. This is my sister Natasha. She’s a doctor.
Pl: I'ne xwuByT TBOM ponuTenn? Where do your parents live?
0

7 They live in Chicago.
Owun xuByT B Ynkaro.

These same pronouns, plus the Neuter pronoun oH0, can also be used to replace things as well.

The choice of pronoun (oH, oH4, ond, onit) depends on the gender of the noun being replaced (which, as we’ve
explained, is determined by its ending'):

As you may have figured out, endings reflect the grammatical gender and number of the nouns. We’ll be explaining

%ender in full Veg soon.
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GENDER/ .
NUMBER PRONOUN FOR NOUNS ENDING IN:
(%) (a consonant), e.g., poToanmapar, Kiy0, CI0BAPb, Yal
Masc (sg) OH I'ne poroanmapar? OH Ha KPOBATH.
(R |
{A}, e.g., BOnKa, cobaka, potorpadus
Fem (Sg) OHA T'ne BOaka? OHA B XOIOQUIBHUKE.
{0}, e.g., nanstod, oxuo (window), cépaue (heart), pyxsé (rifle)
Neut (sg) OHO I'ne Moé naneTd? OHO Ha TUBAHE.
Plural ’ {|}, e.g., KII04H, POTOoammapaTel
OHU I'ne Mo kiroun? OHHU Ha CTOE.
(all genders) 1 A

Note that when describing a thing, these pronouns must be translated into English differently than when

describing a person:

PERSON

THING

2

oH = ‘he

oHa = ‘she’

OH
OHA } = ‘4t
OHO

onu = ‘they’ (i.e., those people)

onu = ‘they’ (i.e., those things)

So, before you can translate on, oH4, oHO, oHI, you need to know whether it is a person or a thing being referred
to. If someone asks you how to translate, e.g., ond, your answer should be: ‘I need context. Is the pronoun

referring to a person or a thing?’

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
I'ne Muma? I'me Bépa? no proper nouns T'ne néru?
>T'ne oH? > I'ne oHa? >T'ne oHO? > I'ne on?
I'ne poToarmmapar? I'ne BOaKa? I'ne manpto? I'ne xiroun?
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Answer the questions using the correct pronoun (you don’t even need to know the meaning of

the noun):
Example: I'me mon xiroun? (JIEXKAT Ha CTONE) [] Onui nedicam na cmone.
I'ne Bana? (s ITaprixke) [] On ¢ Iapuioce.

1. T'me vamm koTeI? (JISKAT Ha CTOINE) 2. T'me Harama? (B Kanudopuun)

3. T'me Kona? (B xny6e) 4. Tneer6 Boaka? (B XOJIOAUIBLHUKE)

5. T'me Mo€ nanbTd? (JIEKAT HAa AUBAHE) 6. I'me most cectpa? (B Poccrn)

7. Tne eé Opar? (B pecTopane) 8. T'nme tBou poaurenu? (B [leTepOypre)

9. TI'ne tBO# My)? (B MoCKB¢) 10. T'ne most kuvra (book)? (kAT HA CTOIE)

11. T'ne mo€ muBo (beer)? (B XOJOAUIBHUKE) 12. Te Bépa? (8 Huro-Mopke)

13. I'me moit s)xypHAN? (JIEXKAT HA KPOBATH) 14. I'me ux goToanmmapaTel? (JIEKAT HA KPOBATH)
Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example. Be sure to supply the correct
preposition and the correct form of the noun:

Example: I'me Mama? (ITpAHCTOH) L] Ona ¢ IIpuncmore.

['ne Mmon kimour? (cToi) [] Onti na cmoné.

1. I'ne Karsa? (Hpro-HopK) 2. T'ne tBoit Myx? (pecTopaH) 3. T'me mou kimroun? (croi)

4. T'ne BOaka? (XOJNOAUIBHUK) 5. T'me muceMmo (letter)? (nuBaH) 6. Ine ero opar? (JIoHIOH)

7. Tne e€ xot? (KpOBATH) 8. T'me moii poroanmapar? (cron) 9. ['nme Bamm nétu? (MockBa)

9.4 ‘Person’ and Verb Endings (A First Look)
XuB-€T vs. )KVIB-y’T; nex-UT vs. nex-aT

We previously saw different endings for different persons (singular vs. plural) in the Present Tense with the verb
live. The verb be (in a lying position) has different set of endings. Compare:

3"” SINGULAR 3" PLURAL
live On/a kuBET Owu¥i XUBYT
be (lying) Own/4/6 nesxx AT Onrt nexaT

Verbs change in the Present Tense for person (1%, 2™, 3™) and number (singular, plural). We’ve seen instances of
almost every one in the dialogues, but we are not going to show the whole verbal paradigm just yet. For now, we
just want you to be aware that the verb /ive has different endings than be (in a lying position).
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Supply the correct form of the correct verb (as well as the correct preposition and Location

ending):
Example: Kats (bocton) [] Kdmas osrcueém 6 bocmone
Kitount (ctom) [] Kmouu nescam na cmone.
1. Huma (Pum Rome) 2. ®otoanmapar (AMBAH) 3. Er6 pomurenn (Texac)
4. Mou kmoun (KpOBATh) 5. Pri6a (fish) (XomOIUIBLHUK) 6. Hpa (Kanana)
7. TameTd (mUBAH) 8. Kuira (book) (cTomn) 9. Hx nétu (Poccus)
10. doroanmapaTsl (KPOBATH) 11. JIoma (bepmin) 12. Mosi cectpa (nuBaH)

9.E Vowel Reduction

In Lessons 5 - 8, we learned about basic sounds in Russian and how they are represented in the spelling. But if
you’ve been listening carefully to the recordings, you’ve probably noticed that quite often the actual
pronunciation of a Russian word does not match its basic sounds. We will be spending the remainder of
Chapter 1 covering factors affecting Russian pronunciation.

In the presentation of the alphabet we mentioned that when a vowel is not stressed its pronunciation may be
‘reduced’. In examining the rules for vowel reduction, we will look at vowel letfers, rather than basic vowel
sounds. Therefore, for example, an unstressed letter ‘e’ that is actually basic {O} will be pronounced the same as
unstressed basic {E}: the ‘e’ in sxena (which is {O}) is pronounced the same as the e in mecra (which is {E}).

The following is a fairly general description of vowel reduction; there are many more details about specific
vowels in specific positions that we will not cover right now.

We will use square brackets [] to indicate actual pronunciation (as opposed to basic sounds).

One final note: We realize there are a lot of details here, and we don’t expect you to memorize all of them. The
goal is to be aware of vowel reduction, and to eventually make it an automatic part of your Russian speech.

9.E.1 Unstressed letters ‘a’ and ‘o’

1) In word-initial position or in the syllable immediately preceding the stressed syllable these letters are
pronounced [a] as in father. In these positions the letter ‘a’ has more or less the same sound as it does in
stressed position, though it is shorter and not as articulated.

g@ Where ‘a’ and ‘o’ reduce to [a]:
1°" LETTER 1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS
OTéN sounds like [aTér] CIIOBAPH sounds like [cnaBapsb|
AHTOH sounds like [aHTOH]| MANbTO sounds like [mambTO]
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2) Elsewhere (either more than one syllable before stress or after stress) ‘a’ and ‘o’ are pronounced as a “schwa”
[©], like the ‘a’ in sofa:

G

Where ‘@’ and ‘o’ reduce to [¢>]:

>1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS

AFTER STRESS

IIOHHUMAIO

6apabaH drum

sounds like [NI<>HUMAKO |

sounds like [6<>paban]

IUIOXO0

cKas3ajia

sounds like [nOX&>]

sounds like [cxazane>]

Thus, the word xopom6 has all possible pronunciations of the basic vowel {O}: [x&>paid]

9.E.2 Unstressed letters ‘e’ and ‘s’

Note: Since the letter ‘a’ after permanently soft consonants ‘4’ and ‘wy’ is pronouned as if it were the letter ‘a’,
the following reduction rules apply to unstressed uwa and wa as well.

Unstressed ‘e’ and ‘s’ both reduce to roughly the sound between [<>] and [u]. At the end of the word the sound
is closer to [«>], while elsewhere it’s closer to [u].

%

Where ‘e’ and ‘s’ (‘a’) reduce to ~[<]:

WORD-FINAL E AND A1

MOpe sea

sounds like [MOp ]

3nanue building

sounds like [3naHNIE |

KyxHs kitchen

sounds like [KyxH ]

¢ororpadus

sounds like [ p<>Tarpaduiic>]

When ‘e’ or ‘s’ are word initial, don’t forget to pronounce a [if] sound!

¢

Where ‘e’ and ‘a’ (‘a’) reduce to [u]:

WORD-INITIAL (/i111/) ELSEWHERE
eé sounds like [1iniio] nepemnyTan sounds like [MAPHITYT<>1]
SI3BIK sounds like [AU3pIK] OTBSIKHACH sounds like [aTBIXFICH]*

Our experience shows that students often fail to reduce the letter ‘e’ to [u], most probably because it is already
rather close to that sound. If you want to sound like a Russian, don’t forget about the reduction of unstressed ‘e’.

> Recall from Lesson 7 that “a’ is an inherently hard consonant, therefore the soft-indicating vowel ‘n’ after it is

Eronounced as if it were a Hard—indicatinﬁ vowel: [b1].
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9.E.3 The other vowel letters (‘3° ‘b1’ ‘u’ ‘€’ ‘y’ ‘10’): No vowel reduction

The basic pronunciation of the other 6 vowel letters (‘3° ‘b1’ ‘u’ ‘€’ ‘y’ ‘10’) remains the same whether stressed or
not. We should note that when these letters are not stressed, they do tend to be pronounced less forcefully than
when under stress.

STRESSED UNSTRESSED
3TO 3JIEMEHT
KIIFOYHA MPUBET
TBI KpacHBBIi
Créna (no unstressed €)
IIYTHUIIb BOJIKY
Jiona Kartio

Summary of vowel reduction in Russian (for reference)

;3 OAUSIII?) U:;S,TT?II;VEIEI?;D WORD-INITIAL BEIFSOYI{JEL SArll}l%l}:ESS Z%lf]g’%i;zgg?éllf WORD-FINAL
{A} a [a] [©]
{A} s (1a, ma) [¥im] [1] [©]
{E} e [1n] [m]*
{0} N [a] [©]
{O} | e (like e from {E}) [in] [A] [<]

*One detail we omitted: When unstressed word-final ‘e’ represents {E}, it gets reduced all the way to [u]. This

is rather subtle, and you probably will not hear the difference in any case.

Vowels that do not change their basic quality (but are shorter when unstressed)

no reduction

{E} e}

{ bl, U no reduction
{0} & (always stressed) no reduction
(W y, 10 no reduction
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Again, we certainly do not expect you to memorize each and every one of these pronunciation rules. The key is to

be aware of vowel reduction, and also listen very carefully to your instructor and the speakers on the audio
recordings.
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&S Exercise1  Write in the blanks the actual pronunciation of the underlined vowels.

Example: OHA [l /a/
tenepon [ YT Y4

1. xopomod 2. JéBATH

3. ceIpdit (raw) 4. TlerepOypr _
5. ywares 6. MmWamATh (to spare)

7. er6 8. myHa

9. omH 10. uéc

,gf Exercise 2 Replace the nouns with pronouns (don’t touch phrases like Ha guBaHe, etc.):

Example: Moii 6par Bpau. [ On epau.

1. Tans HaBépHO réHMIA.

2. Mowu ponurenu xuByT B [leHCHITBBAHMH.

3. T'me M0o€ mBo?

4. T'ne bops xuBér?

5. Moii poroanmapadT Ha TUBAHE.

6. Urto TBOS cecTpa ckazana?

7. JKanna Haxanka.

8. Jnma Haxan!
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9. MoH KJII0YH Ha CTOJIE

10. Mos BOIKa B XOJIOTUILHUKE.

,@f Exercise 3  Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example. Be sure to supply the
correct preposition:

Example: I'me Méama? (IIpracTon) [] Ona 6 Ilpuncmone.
I'ne Mow kmr0un? (cTo) L] Onii na cmoné.

1. T'zme TBOi1 horoammapar? (KpoBaTh)

2. T'ne BuHO wine? (cton)

3. T'nme xuuru books? (KpoBATH)

4. T'me Tana? (Kammudopums)

5. T'ne eé pomirenmn? (TpéHTOH)

6. I'me JIéamn? (Mockga)

&S Exercise 4 Fill in the blank with the correct form of the correct verb:

1. Mou ponurtenu B ApusoHe.
2. Mama Ha IUBAHE.
3. Er6 xmoun Ha CTOJE.

4. T'ne X CBIH?

5. IManeTd Ha KPOBATH.
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