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Dialogues: A: “It’s on the bed”; Б: “It’s in the fridge”; 
В: “It’s on the couch”; Г: “They’re on the 
table”  

Grammar: Another ‘location’ ending: -и 
 The direct object (a first look) 
 Plural of nouns (a first look) 
 More on gender and pronouns  
 A different set of verb endings 
Spelling/Sounds: Vowel reduction 

 
Диалђги Dialogues
 
А. Он лeжЏт на кровЌти          It’s on the bed 
 
ДЏма: 1  

2 
(in a hurry)  Ах!  Мнe нЎкогда.  Гдe мой 
фотоаппарЌт?  Ты нe вЏдeла мой фотоаппарЌт? 

(in a hurry)  Ugh!  I’m in a hurry.  Where is my 
camera? You didn’t happen to see my camera? 

НЌдя 3 По-мђeму, он лeжЏт на кровЌти. I think it’s (lying) on the bed. 

ДЏма: 4 Здесь нет.  Гдe жe он? No, (it’s) not here.  Where the devil is it? 

 
 
 
 
Б. ОнЌ в холодЏльнике          It’s in the fridge 
 
Сђня 5  

6 
(in a hurry)  Ах!  Мнe нЎкогда.  Гдe мој вђдка?  
Ты нe вЏдeл мої вђдку? 

(in a hurry)  Ugh!  I’m in a hurry.  Where is my 
vodka?  You didn’t happen to see my vodka? 

ДЏма 7 По-мђeму, онЌ в холодЏльникe. I think it’s in the fridge. 

Сђня 8 Там нет.  Гдe жe онЌ? No, (it’s) not there.  Where the devil is it? 

 
 
 

В. Онђ лeжЏт на дивЌне          It’s on the couch 
 
ВЏка 9 

10 
(in a hurry)  Ах!  Мнe нЎкогда.  Гдe моё пальтђ?  
Ты нe вЏдeл моё пальтђ? 

(in a hurry)  Ugh!  I’m in a hurry.  Where is my 
coat?  You didn’t happen to see my (over)coat? 

Лёня 11 По-мђeму, онђ лeжЏт на дивЌнe. I think it’s (lying) on the couch. 

ВЏка 12 Здесь нет.  Гдe жe онђ? No, (it’s) not here.  Where the devil is it? 

 
 
 
 
Г. ОнЏ лeжЌт на столЎ          They’re on the table 
 
ПЌша: 13 

14 

(in a hurry)  Ах!  Мнe нЎкогда.  Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  
Ты нe вЏдeла моЏ ключЏ? 

(in a hurry)  Ugh!  I’m in a hurry.  Where are 
my keys?  You didn’t happen to see my keys? 

Ђля 15 По-мђeму, онЏ лeжЌт на столЎ. I think they’re (lying) on the table. 

ПЌша: 16 Там нет.  Гдe жe онЏ? No, (they’re) not there.  Where the devil are 
they? 
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СловЌрь Vocabulary
 

1 ах! (expresses dismay) 

2 фотоаппарЌт camera 

 ты нe вЏдeл/а you didn’t (happen to) see (Masc/Fem) 

3 по-мђeму I think; in my opinion (don’t leave out the hyphen!)  

 лeжЏт it is (lying, in a flat position) 

 на on 

 кровЌть (Fem) 

     на кровЌти 

bed (not to be confused with the French word for necktie) 

     on the bed 

4 здесь here 

 жe (adds emphasis to preceding word; a good English equivalent is: … the devil …) 

5 вђдка vodka 

7 холодЏльник refrigerator 

8 там there 

9 пальтђ overcoat 

11 дивЌн sofa; couch 

13 ключ 

     ключЏ 

key 

     keys - plural (*note stress is on ending) 

15 лeжЌт they are (lying, in a flat position) 

 стол 

 на столЎ 

table 

 on the table (*note stress is on ending) 
 
 
 

                     
 
 
 
 
 

9.А Another Location Ending: -и
 на кровЌти (3) 
 
Note that for the noun крoвЌть bed instead of the expected location ending -e, the ending is -и: на кровЌти.  
(This only happens in Feminine nouns ending in -ь.)  We’ll examine this group of nouns in Lesson 12. 
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9.Б The Direct Object (A First Look)
 Ты не вЏдел мої вђдку? (6) 
 
When the noun phrase мој вђдка is used as a direct object (of the verb вЏдел see), the endings on both words 
change from -{A} to -{U}: мої вђдку.  This change occurs only with Feminine singular nouns.  All the other 
noun phrases, мой фотоаппарЌт (Masc sg), моё пальтђ (Neut sg) моЏ ключЏ (pl) are the same whether they 
are used as subject or direct object.  We will discuss this in detail in Lesson 23. 
 
 
 

9.В The Plural of Nouns (A First Look)
 ключЏ (13) 
 
Many plural nouns end in -{I} (дЎти, родЏтели, ключЏ).  The spelling depends on the hardness/softness of the 
preceding consonant or spelling rule.  More on forming the plural in Lesson 15. 
 

 Question: I don’t understand why the ‘н’ in онЏ is soft.  Since the ‘н’ is hard in all the 
singular pronouns он, онЌ, онђ, shouldn’t the plural end in -ѕ?   

 Answer: You’re right.  However, there are some historical reasons (which are not really 
worth going into) why the form is онЏ.  But we will see this unexpected 
softening in a few more forms of the plural. 

 
 
 

9.Г More on Gender and Pronouns
 
In Lessons 4 and 5 we saw that the 3rd person personal pronouns (он he, онЌ she, онЏ they) are used to ‘replace’ 
proper nouns (i.e., people): 
 
Masc: Гдe МЏша?  Он в клѓбe.   Where’s Misha?  He’s at a club. 
 
Fem: Љто мој сeстрЌ НатЌша.  ОнЌ врач.  This is my sister Natasha.  She’s a doctor. 
 
Pl: Где живѓт твоЏ родЏтeли?   Where do your parents live? 
       They live in Chicago. 
 ОнЏ живѓт в ЧикЌго.       
 
These same pronouns, plus the Neuter pronoun онђ, can also be used to replace things as well. 
 
 
The choice of pronoun (он, онЌ, онђ, онЏ) depends on the gender of the noun being replaced (which, as we’ve 
explained, is determined by its ending1): 
 
 
 
                                                 
1  As you may have figured out, endings reflect the grammatical gender and number of the nouns.  We’ll be explaining 

gender in full very soon. 
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GENDER/ 
NUMBER PRONOUN FOR NOUNS ENDING IN: 

Masc (sg) он 
∅ (a consonant), e.g., фотоаппарЌт, клуб, словЌрь, чай 
Гдe фотоаппарЌт?  Он на кровЌти. 
 

Fem (sg) онЌ 
{A}, e.g., вђдка, собЌка, фотогрЌфия 
Гдe вђдка?  ОнЌ в холодЏльникe. 
 

Neut (sg) онђ 
{O}, e.g., пальтђ, окнђ (window), сЎрдцe (heart), ружьё (rifle) 
Гдe моё пальтђ?  Онђ на дивЌнe. 
 

Plural  
(all genders) онЏ 

{I}, e.g., ключЏ, фотоаппарЌты 
Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  ОнЏ на столЎ. 
 

 
Note that when describing a thing, these pronouns must be translated into English differently than when 
describing a person: 
 

PERSON THING 

он = ‘he’ 
онЌ = ‘she’ 

он  
онЌ        = ‘it’ 
онђ  

онЏ = ‘they’ (i.e., those people) онЏ = ‘they’ (i.e., those things) 
 
 
 
So, before you can translate он, онЌ, онђ, онЏ, you need to know whether it is a person or a thing being referred 
to.  If someone asks you how to translate, e.g., онЌ, your answer should be: ‘I need context.  Is the pronoun 
referring to a person or a thing?’ 
 
 

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL 
Гдe МЏша? 

Гдe фотоаппарЌт? 
> Гдe он?

Гдe ВЎра? 

Гдe вђдка? 
> Гдe онЌ? 

no proper nouns 

Гдe пальтђ? 
> Гдe онђ? 

Гдe дЎти? 

Гдe ключЏ? 
> Гдe онЏ?

 
 

}
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 Answer the questions using the correct pronoun (you don’t even need to know the meaning of 
the noun): 

 
Example: Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  (лeжЌт на столЎ)  ➯ ОнЏ лежЌт на столЎ. 
  Гдe ВЌня? (в ПарЏжe)     ➯      Он в ПарЏжe. 
 
 
1. Гдe нЌши котѕ?  (лeжЌт на столЎ) 2. Гдe НатЌша?  (в Калифђрнии) 

3. Гдe Кђля?  (в клѓбe) 4. Гдe егђ вђдка?  (в холодЏльникe) 
5. Гдe моё пальтђ?  (лeжЏт на дивЌнe) 6. Гдe мој сeстрЌ?  (в РоссЏи) 

7. Гдe eё брат?  (в рeсторЌнe) 8. Гдe твоЏ родЏтeли?  (в Пeтeрбѓргe) 

9. Гдe твой муж?  (в МосквЎ) 10. Гдe мој кнЏга (book)?  (лeжЏт на столЎ) 

11. Гдe моё пЏво (beer)?  (в холодЏльникe) 12. Гдe ВЎра?  (в Нью-Йђркe) 
13. Гдe мой журнЌл?  (лeжЏт на кровЌти) 14. Гдe их фотоаппарЌты?  (лeжЌт на кровЌти) 
 
 
  Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example.  Be sure to supply the correct 

preposition and the correct form of the noun: 
 
Example: Гдe МЌша?  (ПрЏнстон)  ➯ ОнЌ в ПрЏнстонe. 
  Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  (стол) ➯      ОнЏ на столЎ. 
 
 
1. Гдe КЌтя?  (Нью-Йђрк) 2. Гдe твой муж?  (рeсторЌн) 3. Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  (стол) 

4. Гдe вђдка?  (холодЏльник) 5. Гдe письмђ (letter)?  (дивЌн) 6. Гдe eгђ брат?  (Лђндон) 

7. Где её кот? (кровЌть) 8. Где мой фотоаппарЌт? (стол) 9. Где вЌши дЎти? (МосквЌ) 
 
 
 

9.Д ‘Person’ and Verb Endings (A First Look)

 жив-ёт vs. жив-ѓт; лeж-Џт vs. лeж-Ќт 
 
We previously saw different endings for different persons (singular vs. plural) in the Present Tense with the verb 
live.  The verb be (in a lying position) has different set of endings.  Compare: 
 

 3RD SINGULAR 3RD PLURAL 
live  Он/а живёт  ОнЏ живѓт 

be (lying)  Он/Ќ/ђ лeжЏт  ОнЏ лeжЌт 

 
 
Verbs change in the Present Tense for person (1st, 2nd, 3rd) and number (singular, plural).  We’ve seen instances of 
almost every one in the dialogues, but we are not going to show the whole verbal paradigm just yet.  For now, we 
just want you to be aware that the verb live has different endings than be (in a lying position). 
 



9-й урок Граммáтика 

 9-6 

  Supply the correct form of the correct verb (as well as the correct preposition and Location 
ending):  

 
Example: КЌтя  (Бђстон)  ➯ КЌтя живёт в Бђстонe 
  КлючЏ  (стол)  ➯  КлючЏ лeжЌт на столЎ. 
 
1. ДЏма  (Рим Rome) 2. ФотоаппарЌт  (дивЌн) 3. Егђ родЏтeли  (ТeхЌс) 

4. МоЏ ключЏ  (кровЌть) 5. Рѕба (fish) (холодЏльник) 6. Ѕра  (КанЌда) 
7. Пальтђ (дивЌн) 8. КнЏга (book) (стол) 9. Их дЎти  (РоссЏя) 

10. ФотоаппарЌты  (кровЌть) 11. Лїда  (БeрлЏн) 12. Мој сeстрЌ  (дивЌн)   
 
 
 

9.Е Vowel Reduction 
 
In Lessons 5 - 8, we learned about basic sounds in Russian and how they are represented in the spelling.  But if 
you’ve been listening carefully to the recordings, you’ve probably noticed that quite often the actual 
pronunciation of a Russian word does not match its basic sounds.  We will be spending the remainder of 
Chapter 1 covering factors affecting Russian pronunciation. 
 
 
In the presentation of the alphabet we mentioned that when a vowel is not stressed its pronunciation may be 
‘reduced’.  In examining the rules for vowel reduction, we will look at vowel letters, rather than basic vowel 
sounds.  Therefore, for example, an unstressed letter ‘e’ that is actually basic {O} will be pronounced the same as 
unstressed basic {E}: the ‘e’ in женЌ (which is {O}) is pronounced the same as the e in местЌ (which is {E}). 
 
The following is a fairly general description of vowel reduction; there are many more details about specific 
vowels in specific positions that we will not cover right now. 
 
We will use square brackets [] to indicate actual pronunciation (as opposed to basic sounds). 
 
One final note: We realize there are a lot of details here, and we don’t expect you to memorize all of them.  The 
goal is to be aware of vowel reduction, and to eventually make it an automatic part of your Russian speech. 
 
 
9.Е.1 Unstressed letters ‘а’ and ‘о’ 
 
1) In word-initial position or in the syllable immediately preceding the stressed syllable these letters are 

pronounced [a] as in father.  In these positions the letter ‘a’ has more or less the same sound as it does in 
stressed position, though it is shorter and not as articulated. 

   
Where ‘a’ and ‘o’ reduce to [a]:  

1ST LETTER 1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS 
 отЎц  

 Антђн 

 sounds like [атЎц] 

 sounds like [антђн] 

 словЌрь 

 пальтђ 

 sounds like [славЌрь] 

 sounds like [пальтђ] 
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2) Elsewhere (either more than one syllable before stress or after stress) ‘а’ and ‘о’ are pronounced as a “schwa” 
[↔], like the ‘a’ in sofa: 

  
Where ‘a’ and ‘o’ reduce to [↔]: 

 
> 1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS AFTER STRESS 

 понимЌю 

 барабЌн drum 

 sounds like [п↔нимЌю] 

 sounds like [б↔рабЌн] 

 плђхо 

 сказЌла 

 sounds like [плђх↔] 

 sounds like [сказЌл↔] 
   
 
Thus, the word хорошђ has all possible pronunciations of the basic vowel {O}: [х↔рашђ] 
 
 
9.Е.2 Unstressed letters ‘е’ and ‘я’ 
 
Note: Since the letter ‘a’ after permanently soft consonants ‘ч’ and ‘щ’ is pronouned as if it were the letter ‘я’, 
the following reduction rules apply to unstressed ча and ща as well. 
 
Unstressed ‘е’ and ‘я’ both reduce to roughly the sound between [↔] and [и].  At the end of the word the sound 
is closer to [↔], while elsewhere it’s closer to [и].   
  

Where ‘е’ and ‘я’ (‘a’) reduce to ~[↔]: 
 

WORD-FINAL Е AND Я 
мђре  sea sounds like [мђрь↔] 

здЌние  building sounds like [здЌний↔] 

кѓхня  kitchen sounds like [кѓхнь↔] 

фотогрЌфия sounds like [ф↔тагрЌфий↔] 
 
 
When ‘е’ or ‘я’ are word initial, don’t forget to pronounce a [й] sound! 
  

Where ‘е’ and ‘я’ (‘a’) reduce to [и]: 
 

WORD-INITIAL (/ЙИ/) ELSEWHERE 
 её  sounds like [йийђ]  перепѓтал  sounds like [пирипѓт↔л] 

 язѕк  sounds like [йизѕк]  отвяжЏсь  sounds like [атвижѕсь]2 
 
 
Our experience shows that students often fail to reduce the letter ‘e’ to [и], most probably because it is already 
rather close to that sound.  If you want to sound like a Russian, don’t forget about the reduction of unstressed ‘e’. 
 

                                                 
2  Recall from Lesson 7 that ‘ж’ is an inherently hard consonant, therefore the soft-indicating vowel ‘и’ after it is 

pronounced as if it were a Hard-indicating vowel: [ы]. 
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9.Е.3 The other vowel letters (‘э’ ‘ы’ ‘и’ ‘ё’ ‘у’ ‘ю’): No vowel reduction 
 
The basic pronunciation of the other 6 vowel letters (‘э’ ‘ы’ ‘и’ ‘ё’ ‘у’ ‘ю’) remains the same whether stressed or 
not.  We should note that when these letters are not stressed, they do tend to be pronounced less forcefully than 
when under stress. 
 

STRESSED UNSTRESSED 
іто 

ключЏ 

тѕ 

Стёпа 
шѓтишь 

Лїда 

элемЎнт 

привЎт 

красЏвый 

(no unstressed ё) 
вђдку 

КЌтю 
 
 

Summary of vowel reduction in Russian (for reference) 
 

BASIC 
SOUND 

UNSTRESSED 
VOWEL 

LETTER(S) 
WORD-INITIAL 1 SYLLABLE 

BEFORE STRESS

> 1 SYL. BEFORE 
STRESS; AFTER 

STRESS 
WORD-FINAL 

{A} а [a] [↔] 

{A} я (ча, ща) [йи] [и] [↔] 

{E} е [йи] [и]* 

{O} о [a] [↔] 

{O} е (like e from {E}) [йи] [и] [↔] 
 
*One detail we omitted:  When unstressed word-final ‘e’ represents {E}, it gets reduced all the way to [и].  This 
is rather subtle, and you probably will not hear the difference in any case. 
 

Vowels that do not change their basic quality (but are shorter when unstressed) 
 

{E} э no reduction 

{I} ы, и no reduction 

{O} ё (always stressed) no reduction 

{U} у, ю no reduction 
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Again, we certainly do not expect you to memorize each and every one of these pronunciation rules.  The key is to 
be aware of vowel reduction, and also listen very carefully to your instructor and the speakers on the audio 
recordings. 
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 Exercise 1  Write in the blanks the actual pronunciation of the underlined vowels.  
 
Example: онЌ      ➯ /а/  
 телефђн ➯ /и/     /и/  
 

1. хорошђ     _____     _____     _____ 2. дЎвять     _____ 

3. сырђй (raw)    _____ 4. Петербѓрг     _____     _____ 

5. ѓчатся     _____ 6. щадЏть  (to spare)   _____ 

7. егђ     _____ 8. лунЌ     _____ 

9. одЏн     _____ 10. нёс     _____ 

 
 
 
 

 Exercise 2    Replace the nouns with pronouns (don’t touch phrases like на дивЌнe, etc.): 
 
Example: Мой брат врач.     ➯      Он врач. 
 

1. ГЌля навЎрно гЎний.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. МоЏ родЏтeли живѓт в ПeнсильвЌнии.   

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Гдe моё пЏво?  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Гдe Бђря живёт?  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Мой фотоаппарЌт на дивЌнe.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Что твој сeстрЌ сказЌла?  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ЖЌнна нахЌлка.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ДЏма нахЌл!  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. МоЏ ключЏ на столЎ  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Мој вђдка в холодЏльникe.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
 Exercise 3 Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example.  Be sure to supply the 

correct preposition: 
 
Example: Гдe МЌша?  (ПрЏнстон) ➯ ОнЌ в ПрЏнстонe. 
  Гдe моЏ ключЏ?  (стол) ➯ ОнЏ на столЎ. 
 

1. Гдe твой фотоаппарЌт?  (кровЌть)________________________________________________ 

2. Гдe винђ wine?  (стол)  ________________________________________________ 

3. Гдe кнЏги books?  (кровЌть)  ________________________________________________ 

4. Гдe ТЌня?  (Калифђрния)  ________________________________________________ 

5. Гдe eё родЏтeли?  (ТрЎнтон)  ________________________________________________ 

6. Гдe ЛЎнин?  (МосквЌ)  ________________________________________________ 

    
 Exercise 4    Fill in the blank with the correct form of the correct verb: 

 

1. МоЏ родЏтeли  ______________________  в Аризђнe. 

2. МЌша  ____________________________  на дивЌнe. 

3. Егђ ключЏ  _______________________  на столЎ. 

4. Гдe _________________________  их сын? 

5. Пальтђ ___________________________  на кровЌти. 

 
 


