Dialogue: “Even my ears hurt’
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Omitting obvious possessives

The verb be in the past tense

Le Ohlyeh Spelling/Sounds: Voiced and voiceless consonants

Juanor Dialogue
Oaxe ywn 6onsaT Even my ears hurt
(Tans runs into Bums, who isn’t looking very sharp)
Tausa: [Tpusér, Buta! Kak nena? Hey, Vitya, what’s up?
Biits: 2 | Oit! S nn6xo cedst 4yBCTBYIO. Ugh! Idon’t feel well.
Tauns: 3 |Yro ¢ ToOOH? What'’s wrong with you?
Birs: 4 | Kusor 6omur. ['omosa 6omut. Be€ 6omut. Haxe | My stomach hurts. My head hurts. Everything
VI OOJIAT. hurts. Even my ears hurt.
Tauns: 6 | bomar ymm! Hy 11 gaéms! Kaxk 310? Your ears hurt! You are really something. How
is that possible?

Birs: 7 | 51 66 B T.1.' Buepa. Iwas at T.I yesterday.
Taus: 8 | Bcé sicuo. Enough said. (lit.: Everything is clear)
CaoBapsb Vocabulary
2 | s IOX0 ceds YyBCTBYIO Idon’t feel well (lit.: T badly myself feel)
3 |4To ¢ ToOOI? what’s (wrong) with you?
4 | kHuBOT stomach

OOJIUT hurts; aches (3sg; only 3™ person is used with this verb)

roJIoBa head

naxe even
5 | ymm ears (sg. is yxo)

00T hurt; ache (3pl)
6 |Hy TBI gaéup! you 're really something (lit.: well, you give — this is an extremely common and

colloquial expression. It’s almost impossible to translate.)

6 |Kkak 3T10? how is that possible; what do you mean?
7 | BUepa yesterday
8 | sicHO clear; understandable

1

PC, www, NB, SOS.
I —
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Most Russians recognize Latin letters and use them in abbreviations for which there is no Russian equivalent, e.g., IBM



10-1 ypok FpammaTuka

10.A  “Phrasal” Verbs

A nndxo cebsi uyBcTBYHO (2)
The verb feel (sick, well) consists of 2 parts — uyBcTBYIO” feel and cesi self. Leaving out cesi, which a lot of
American students tend to do, is like saying Everyone was laughing John instead of Everyone was laughing at

John. (Actually, this phrasal verb requires a third component, an adverb, e.g., mi16xo, xopouid)

Also note: In English we would most likely say I don’t feel well, while in Russian it’s much better to say / feel
bad(ly).

10.b  Omitting Obvious Possessive Pronouns
YKnedTt 60nuT, ronoea 6onut, ywmn 6onsT (4-5)

In Russian possessive pronouns (my, his, your) are often omitted, especially when it’s obvious whose stomach /
head / sister / husband / is being described.

10.B  The Verb hurt
roniosa bonut;  ywmu 6onat (4-5)

The verb hurt has the same verb conjugation as be (in a lying position):

VERB 3 sG:-{IiT 3" pL: -{A}T
be (in a lying position) JISKUT JISKAT
hurt 0OoJIAT 60T

This verb is used only in the 3" person to indicate that a part of the body hurts. To ask someone else if anything
hurts them, use the following construction:

Y TEBSI +  BOJUT/BOJISIT + BODY PART(S)
(as we saw in Lesson 1)
VY Tebst oouT roJioBa? _ )
by you s head Does your head hurt:
bosir YIH. = My ears hurt.
hurt ears
Yro y Te0s 6omut? _ )
what by you hurts? What hurts (you)!

2 This is the 1% Berson sin%ular form. The form changes for other Bersons. More on con}'u%ation in Lesson 16.
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Grammar Lesson 10

Use the body parts list below to form sentences according to the example. (The new body parts
listed are not active vocab, yet.)

Example: *uBOT L1V me6s Gonim ocuedm? Jla, ocueom bonum.
1. pyxa (arm) 2. yum 3. )KUBOT 4. ronoBa
5. Horu (legs) 6. rna3 (eye) 7. wiéun (shoulders) 8. Horad
9. HOC (nose) 10. ropro (throat) 11. pyxu (arms) 12. yxo

10. The Verb be in the Past Tense
A 6b6In (7)
Unlike in the Present Tense, there is a form of the verb be in the Past. The ‘stem’ is 0bI+, onto which is added

either -1 / -n1a / -0 / - depending on the gender and number of the subject. Note that the stress moves to the
end only for the Feminine:

Past Tense of be

SINGULAR PLURAL
MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER (ALL GENDERS)
(s1, TBI, OH) (s1, TBI, OHA) (oHO) (MBI, BBI*, OHN)
OBLIT ObLI4 OBLIIO OBLITH

* The plural form of verbs is used with BbI, even when it’s Formal-singular.

Transform the sentences as in the example, supplying the correct form of ‘to be’ in the Past

Tense:
Example: Moit orér (Hpro-MopK) (1 Buepd moii oméy 611 6 Hoio-Hopre.
Mamra (pecTopéH) [l Buepd Mdwa 6vind 6 pecmopdne.
1. Mosi xend (@unanénbhus) 2. Ham cein (Mocksd)
3. Bopsa (Tpéuron) 4. S (Masc) (xmy0)
5. Ero pomurenu (Poccrist) 6. M (I'apBapm)
7. Tor (Fem.) (ITetepOypr) 8. Omn (Kamugopuust)
9. Awus (Ilaprixk) 10. 365 u JIéa ([etpoiir)
11. Ber (pectopan) 12. 5 (Fem) (Hpro-Mopk)
13. Ona (Yuxaro — think!) 14. Ux nétu (IlpracToH)
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Final installment on the Russian sound system @

10.04 Voiced (Vibrating) and Voiceless (Non-Vibrating) Consonants

10.1.1 The ‘throat test’

Close your eyes, put your fingers on the sides of your throat and pronounce the sound 6 over and over. Pay
attention to the movement of your lips, teeth, and tongue. You should feel a vibration near your vocal chords.
Now quickly switch to a series of the sound m. Everything (lips, teeth, tongue) should be exactly the same, except
that the vibration is gone. ‘Vibrating’ consonants are referred to as Voiced consonants, non-vibrating as
Voiceless. There are 6 such Voiced/Voiceless pairs: (do the ‘throat test” with the other 5 pairs — it’s the most fun
you’ll have this lesson):

b

VOICED 6/6" | B/B" r’ n/ " x* 3/3

VOICELESS n/n" | o/ | /1" ur c/c

Why are we telling you all this? In some cases a voiced consonant will be pronounced voiceless, and vice versa, a
voiceless consonant will be pronounced like its voiced counterpart. These assimilations occur automatically for
Russian speakers (actually, except for language teachers, the vast majority of Russians are not aware of these
sound changes), but for English speakers they must be learned and practiced. English also has some instances of
devoicing: have to is normally pronounced — and occasionally written — ‘hafta’, where ‘v’ devoices to [f].

10. 4.2 Where devoicing / voicing occurs

1) Devoicing (voiced > voiceless)

A voiced consonant loses its vibration:

1) atthe end of a word

2) Directly preceding one or more voiceless consonants (including prepositions that end in a voiceless

consonant, which are pronounced together with the following word):

(Hardness / softness of the consonant plays no role. Final soft voiced consonants devoice — and remain soft)

@ Listen and repeat

AT THE END OF A WORD DIRECTLY PRECEDING 1 OR MORE

VOICELESS CONSONANTS
B> [IT] x5eb (bread), Tpo0 (coffin), ronyos (dove), ckopbp | rare
(grief)
Yéxos (the writer), op6aués, kposb (blood), BTOPOi (second), B IIpiHCTOHE, 3dBTpa
B> [®@] 0668 (love) (tomorrow), JlocroéBckuit, Bcé

I' > [K] | Bpar (enemy), cHer (snow), nuaior, npyr (friend) rare

Remember: neither re nor kb occur in Russian.

3
*  Recall that “xk, mr’ are inherentlz hard consonants.
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Spelling / Sounds Lesson 10

DIRECTLY PRECEDING 1 OR MORE

AT THE END OF A WORD VOICELESS CONSONANTS

1> [T] Jlenunrpan, 06én (lunch), ropon (city), TeTpanp BOJIKA
(notebook), nomane (horse)
MyX, Oarax (baggage), Hox (knife) nOXKKa (spoon)
K> Recall that both sic and wi are permanently hard
[111] consonants, and so a v has no influence on

pronunciation:

n0xs (lie), HACTexXb (wide open)

3>[C] ka3 (jazz), MalioHE3 (mayonaise), Mopo3 (frost), (bpanmysckuit (French)
KHSI3b (prince), CBA3b (connection)

2) Voicing (voiceless > voiced)

A voiceless consonant becomes voiced directly preceding one or more voiced consonants. Voicing occurs
MUCH less frequently that devoicing

g@ Listen and repeat

@ > [B] adranen (Afganistani)

K> [I] prok3ak (backpack), sx3amen (exam)

C>[3] cnénarts (to do/make), 6eiico061, mpodcrda (favor)
T>[1] ¢$yT6061, GackeTo0M
I > K] Bomba (magic, arch.)

These two rules (Voiced > devoiced and vice versa) can be simplified into a single rule for your convenience:

In a group of consonants, the final consonant determines the voicing for the whole cluster.

Exceptions (what did you expect?)

)

Before 8™ voiceless consonants DO NOT become voiced:

@ Listen and repeat

TBOM — voiceless ‘T’ does not become voiced [a] before the ‘B’
wBénn! (Swedes) — (voiceless ‘m’ does not become voiced [k] before the ‘B®’
KBOTa (quota) — (voiceless ‘k’ does not become voiced [r] before the ‘B’

cBoii (one’s own) — (voiceless ‘¢’ does not become voiced [3] before the ‘B’
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25 Exercise 1

JomaluHee 3agaHue

Fill in the correct form of the verb hurt:

2. TInéuwm (shoulders)

4. Hora (leg)

1. KusoTt
3. Vum
5. TomoBa

&5  Exercise 2

&< Exercise 3

6. Horu

Fill in the correct form of the past tense of be:

I'me Tor ? (talking to your brother)

I'me 61 ? (talking to your wife)

I'ne BEI ?

Mimia B KI1yOe.

Bépa Buepa B TpéHToHE.

Met B MoOCKBE.

(0):1 B [IiTTcOypre.

Onn B pecTopaHe.

A B Hero-Mopke. (give appropriate form)

Example:

1. 1TI000BbB
3. xneb

5. MYy X

7. cmac

9. ap0Oy3

Circle any consonant that is not pronounced the same way it is written and then
indicate correct pronunciation (Not all words contain ‘misleading’ consonants):

Yéxo® /p/

2. TebO4

4. PIOK34K
6. BOIKA
8. BTOpO#

10. TBO A
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< Exercise 4 Translate into Russian:

1. — What’s wrong with you? -1 don’t feel well.

2. Where’s my coat? Did you happen to see my coat?

3. — Coffee please.
— Here you go.
— Thank you.
— You’re welcome.
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