
SLA101 – ОдЏннадцатый урђк: Answer Key 
  Exercise 2   Represent the basic sounds in the following words: 
 
1. спасЏбо сп{A}сь{I}б{O} 
2. твой тв{O}й 
3. твој тв{O}й{A} 
4. живёт ж{I}вь{O}т 

5. понимЌeт  
(same verb ending as in 4) 

п{O}нь{I}м{A}й{O}т 

6. большђe б{O}льш{O}й{E} 

7. хорђшee 
(same adj. ending as in 6) 

х{O}р{O}ш{O}й{E} 

8. Лїба ль{U}б{A} 
9. пьют пьй{U}т 
10. ИвЌн {I}в{A}н 
11. окнђ {O}кн{O} 

12. здЌниe  
(same noun ending as in 11) 

зд{A}нь{I}й{O} 

 
  Exercise 3   Answer the following questions. 
 
1. What sound is represented by the third letter in the word ден ?  Explain your answer.  

You can’t tell – it could be д or дь, depending on the next letter (if any).  If the next letter is a hard-
indicating vowel (а, э, ы, о, у) or another consonant, or  ∅, then it’s д.  If the next letter is a soft-
indicating vowel (я, е, и, ё, ю) or ь, then the basic sound is дь.  

2. What sound is represented by the third letter in the word м я ?  Explain your answer.  

You can’t tell – if the second letter is anything except a consonant – either a vowel or ь/ъ, then я 
represents a [й] sound in addition to the basic vowel {A}.  (If я were the first letter in the word it would 
also represent a [й] sound.)  If the second letter is a consonant, then я represents {A}, in addition to 
indicating that the consonant is soft – but no [й] sound.   

  Exercise 4    Correct the violations of spelling rules (not all words have   
   violations): 
 
1. гытЌра гитЌра 2. жјба жЌба 
3. Ѓльцин OK 4. хорђшый хорђший 
5. Хрущёв OK 6. щѕт щит 
7. дорогёй дорогђй 8. чїдо чѓдо 
9. плохђе OK 10. сЎрдцэ сЎрдце 
 
 
 
 



 
  Exercise 5    Explain any ‘misleading’ spelling combinations (inherently hard 

consonants followed by a Soft-indicating vowel, or vice versa) 
 
IH – inherently hard / IS – inherently soft / SI – soft indicating / HI – hard indicating 
 
1. шесть IH ш + SI е 2. чудЌк IS ч + HI у 

3. хорђшее IH ш + SI и 4. женЌ IH ж + SI е 

5. большђй OK 6. царь OK 

7. Жђра OK 8. щадЏть IS щ + HI а 

9. жир IH ж + SI и 10. плЎчи OK 
 
 
  Exercise 6    Translate into Russian (Before doing this exercise, you may want 

to look over the dialogues in lessons 1-11 to review fixed 
expressions): 

 
1. + Hi, what’s new?   − Don’t ask. 

+ ПривЎт, что слѕшно?  − Не спрЌшивай! 

2. My younger sister is a lawyer.  Her husband is a doctor. 

Мој млЌдшая сестра – адвокЌт.  Её муж – врач.  

3. + What’s your name?  − My name is (appropriate response). 

+ Как вас (тебј) зовѓт?  − Менј зовѓт Лїба / ДЏма / Стёпа / НатЌша. 

4. Tea, please.  This isn’t tea, this is coffee.  What did I say?  I said ‘tea’! 

Чай, пожЌлуйста.  Љто не чай, іто кђфе.  Что я сказЌл(а)?  Я сказЌл(а) «чЌй»! 

5. + Thank you.   − Don’t mention it. 

+ СпасЏбо.  − НЎ за что. 

 


