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OAM H u IM OK Dialogue:  “What a nightmare!”
Grammar: Translating Russian course
Chapter 1 - Review (Lessons 1-10)
es n ven Vocabulary from Lessons 1-11
(]

[ R

Jnanaor
Kakon kowmap! What a nightmare!

Jlapa: 1 | pusér, ['pama. Kak gena? Hi, Grisha, How'’s it going?
I'pama: |2 | Bc€ xopomod. Ay 1e6s? Everything’s OK. How about you?
Jlapa: 3 | He cipammBaii. Bcé€ mnoxo. Don'’t ask. Everything’s terrible.
I'pama: |4 |[Ilouemy? Yto cmyunnock? Why? What happened?
Jlapa: 5 | Hugerd. IIpdcTo MOH Kype pycCKOTO SI3BIKA. Nothing. It’s just my Russian course. What a

6 Kaxkoit kommap! nightmare!
I'prima: |7 | He rosopn! Tell me about it!
CaoBapsb
4 | mouemy why

4 | cayurnmock

happened (implies something negative)

5 | mpocro (it’s) just; simply
5 | Kypc course; class
5 | Kypc pyCCKOTO sI3bIKA Russian course (lit.: course of Russian language — In Russian you cannot put the

adjective pycckmit Russian in front of the word kype to express Russian course.
The same applies for Russian professor, which is mpogéccop pycckoro si3bIka.)

6 | Kommap

nightmare (from the French cauchemar)

KakoOi kormmap! what a nightmare!

7 | He roBopH

tell me about it; you can say that again (lit.: don’t say that)
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REVIEW OF LESSONS 1-10

The Sound System of Russian in a Nutshell

(5.r.3) Basic sounds: Paired (hard vs. soft) consonants — 1 consonant letter for 2 basic sounds
The letters 6 BaA3aMuI p ¢ ¢ can each represent two entirely distinct sounds, one hard (lower in mouth) the other soft

(higher in mouth). The difference is expressed in the spelling by the following vowel, either Hard-indicating (a3 b1 0 y) or
Soft-indicating (s1 e u é/e 10).

At the end of a word hardness vs. softness is indicated by presence or absence of a ‘p’: mecT vs. mecTb.

(5.r.4) Basic Sounds: Vowels — 2 vowel letters for 1 basic sound

There are only 5 basic vowel sounds in Russian, which we will represent as {A}, {E}, {I}, {O}, {U}. 10 vowel letters are used
to indicate both the basic vowel sound and the quality of the preceding consonant (hard/soft, as well as the presence of ‘ii’).
(5.IN Our notation: Representing basic sounds

Consonants are written in Cyrillic, while vowels are written {A}, {E}, {O}, etc. In our notation, after a soft consonant we

write raised © (maTh = Mm°{A}T"); after a hard consonant nothing is written (MaT = M{A}T). After inherently hard/soft
consonants, we will not use ": munsimumii Ausher = m {1} n”{A} {1}

(5.N Basic Sound # Pronunciation

Because of vowel reduction, inherently hard or soft consonants, as well as voicing/devoicing of consonants (see more below)
our representation of a word’s basic sound often differs from its pronunciation.

SPELLING BASIC SOUND PRONUNCIATION
JTIOBOJIBHO 1{O}s{0O}1"u{0} [maBOIBHS |
JlocToéBckuii 14O er{O i {E ek I} it [n<>craiiédeknii]
cépaue c"{E}pm{O} [cépaues]

(6.E) Spelling {O}: 3 Ways
There are 3 vowel letters used to spell {O}: ‘0’ after hard consonants, ‘€’ (stressed) or ‘e’ (unstressed) after soft consonants
and the hushers.

To determine whether the unstressed letter ‘e’ is soft-indicating {E} or {O} you need to find an instance in which the ‘e’ is
stressed — either in the same word (singular vs. plural) or a related word (noun, adjective, verb with the same ending).

SPELLING BASIC SOUND
céctpsr (pl) c"{O}crp{l}
Stressed: OKHO {O}xu{O}
MKHBET x{1}B"{O}1
Unstressed: cectpa (sg) c*{O}crp{A}
) Cép,Z[I_IQ (same ending as 0kHO) ¢ { E } pAn {O}
pa6()TaeT (same ending as KHBET) p {A}6 {O}T {A}I?’I {O } T

I —
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Chapter 1 - Review Lesson 11

]
(7.B) Spelling rules: Unpaired consonants
a) Group 1: K T' X (the velars)

These are the ‘fake’ spelling rules, where the spelling simply reflects the pronunciation of these consonants before the various
vowels. Say and write only:

KTIX
HARD SOFT
{A}: xa/ra/xa {E}: ke / re /xe
{O}: ko /10 /X0 {B}: xu/ru/xu
{U}: ky/ry/xy

Foreign words may contain ‘unacceptable’ combinations.

b) Group 2: K I IT (inherently hard) / U I (M) (inherently soft)

These are the real spelling rules, in which the spelling sometimes does not reflect the pronunciation:

K I I Y 110
WRITE ONLY:
{A}: ma/xa/ua/u4a/ma
{E}: e /xe/ue/ue/ me
{B3:  wm/xu/ um or el / uu / mu

{O}: stressed (generally): m6 /06 / 16 / 46 / mg
unstressed: 1e / xxe / e / ye / me

{U}: my/xy/uy/qy/ oy

Again, foreign words can violate these rules.

Because of these rules, you get ‘misleading’ spelling combinations in Russian: cnpammBaii (Soft-indicating vowel following
an inherently hard consonant); uaii (Hard-indicating vowel following an inherently soft consonant).

(8.N The spelling of the consonant sound [#]

Spelled 2 ways:

a) The consonant letter ‘ii’

b) When a Soft-indicating vowel (s, e, &, 10 — but not u) is not immediately preceded by a consonant. There are 3 such
cases: 1) at the beginning of a word (eré); 2) after any vowel (mos1); 3) after a hard sign or soft sign (b0 [ drink,
00631 detour).

HOW [Y] IS REPRESENTED SPELLING BASIC SOUND
The consonant ‘i’ MOH Mm{O}it
‘g, e, &, 10’ at beginning of word oMop n{Um{O}p
‘a1, e, €, 10’ after vowel MOSI M{O}ii{A}
‘q, e, & 10° Vowel after ‘b’ or ‘b’ BIO mit{U}
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(9.E) Vowel reduction
Vowel reduction applies to vowel letters and not necessarily to the basic sound the letter represents.

The vowel letters ‘a’ and ‘0’ are pronounced [a] either in initial position or 1 syllable before stress. After the stressed
syllable or more than one syllable before stress they are reduced to “schwa” [«<>].

Unstressed letter ‘e’ and ‘s’ (and ‘a’ after ‘4, mr’) are pronounced “schwa” [«<>] in final position. Elsewhere they reduce to
[u] ([#u] if word-initial).

Examples:
SPELLING PRONUNCIATION
reduced ‘a, o> word-initially OTCF [@TC%I]
Aisicka [Asickal
reduced ‘a, 0’ OapaGan (drums) [6padin]
XOpormo [x>pawo]
. o is 10 ——
reduced ‘e, s (a)’ word-finally BﬂafHHe (‘e’is {O}) [3le%HHn:—>]
CHANIbHSA [cnampH <]
I1 0y I 69
reduced ‘e, 51 (a)’ crepoypr [ HTHp ypr]
Yackl [umcer]

The vowel letters 3, bI, 1, y, 10, € do not undergo vowel reduction.

(10.E.2) Voiced/voiceless consonants

VOICED: 0/6" B /B r a/n ;K 3/3

VOICELESS: n/n” | ¢/¢° K T/T" 1 c/ck

Voiced consonants becomes voiceless:
1) at the end of a word: x1e6 pronounced [xJer].
2) before a voiceless consonant: B IIpincrone pronounced [prupunctdu’<>]; BOaka pronounced [BOTK<>].

Voiceless consonants becomes voiced before a voiced consonant (with the exception of ‘B’): 3x3amen pronounced
[ur3amun], but in TBOM ‘T’ remains voiceless.

Grammatical Tidbits

(1.1, 3.1V, 5.1) Formal and Informal Forms of Address

When addressing one person, a distinction is made between formal and informal forms. Use the informal for friends (the
same age as you), children, animals, and God.

INFORMAL FORMAL
personal pronoun: TBI BbI
possessives: TBOM, TBOS, €tC. Balll, BaIla, etc.
What’s your name? Kax 165 30ByT? Kak Bac 30ByT?
greetings: [Tpusér, 3apaBcTBYH 3npaBcTBYiiTE

I —
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(3.6) Dictionary forms of words

Chapter 1 - Review

Lesson 11

Nouns (and modifiers) have different endings depending on their function in the sentence. Dictionaries list nouns in the
singular in the ‘subject of the sentence’ form:

DICTIONARY (‘SUBJECT’) FORM OTHER FORMS WE’VE SEEN
KITy0 B Kiry0e (Location)
KpOBATh Ha kpoBatu (Location)

BOJIKA BOJKY (Direct object)
K04 KITIOYN (Plural)

Modifiers (adjectives and possessives) are listed in the Masculine singular.

DICTIONARY FORM OTHER FORMS WE’VE SEEN
KpacCHBEIi kpacuBas  (Feminine)
MOH MOH (Plural)

(3.E, 6.5, 9.I') Gender and number in nouns, possessives/demonstratives, and adjectives

All nouns, possessives, and adjectives are marked for gender and number. As a general rule (to be revised), Masculine nouns
end in a consonant (prOK34aK, ca10BApSK), Neuter nouns end in -0 (maabTod), and Feminine nouns end in -a (cectpa). The
plural ending for Masculine and Feminine nouns is -{l} (kuroui):

SINGULAR PLURAL
MASCULINE NEUTER FEMININE (MASC & FEM)
- (consonant) -0 -a -{I}
PIOK34K WEN IS cecTpa KITIOUH
CJIOBAPH (hoToamnmaparsl
Endings for possessives and adjectives that we’ve seen so far:
SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Neuter Feminine (Masc & Fem)
Possessives: MO MO& MO MOH
. L. KPacUBBIi , KpacuBas ,

Adjectives: MITA I (haven’t seen yet) MITATIIAS (haven’t seen yet)
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(4.A) Frozen 3To constructions

There are several very common phrases which involve the frozen (unchanging) form 3to. It is best to learn the patterns,
rather than to try to figure out the exact translation of 3To:

QUESTIONS RESPONSES / STATEMENTS

3Jt0 Mo¥t Opat

Kto 3t10? , ,
DT0 Mos cecTpa.

Oto doToanmapar.

Yro 310? ,
ITO XOJOIAIHHUK

[Ha, 310 Moii Opar.

Oto TBOM Opar? . o . , ,
Her, 3T0 HE Moit OpaT, 3T0 MOs coOdKa.

Ha, 370 1.,

10 THI? . ,
Her, 310 OnBuc IIpécnu.

(4.6, 6.A) Word order

For reasons we’ll discuss at length in the next chapter, word order in Russian is freer than in English:Both KTo 310? and 1o
KT0? are possible, with no significant change in meaning.

(5.B) Personal Pronouns

PERSON SINGULAR PLURAL
1" s MBI
2m TeI (informal) BEI (pl & informal sg)
OH
3 o4 OHH
OHO

(6.B) Negation

Put the negative particle ne in front of the word to be negated: Moii 6paT He padoTaeT, oH yuutes; 5l He BCE MOHUMAIO.
Sometimes He attaches directly to the adjective: On Hen10x0i akTép.



Chapter 1 - Review

Lesson 11

(6., 9.A) Location endings

(Used after the prepositions B in, at and Ha on; at.)

DICTIONARY FORM LOCATION FORM
KI1y0 B KIIy0Oe
Most nouns: -e CTOI Ha CTONé
KHHTa Ha KHUATE
Kagerépuit B KadeTépnuu
Ending in -uii, -ue, -us: -uu. 31aHKE B 3/1AHUH
Poccus B Poccin
3um0640Be B 3umM0a0Be
Foreign nouns ending in -e, -u, Manu B Mamu
-0, -y: no change. Yukaro B Ynkaro
I'onomymy B ['oHOMyITY
Some nouns in -b: -4 KpOBATH Ha KPOBATH
(7.A) Numbers 0-12
0 HOJIb 7 CEMb
1 OJIH 8 BOCEMb
2 Ba 9 NEBATH
3 TpHU 10  mécarp
4 qeTrIpe (‘bt’ sandwich) 11 omunHauath (11-19 suffix is -naoyame)
5 IATh (starting here, all numbers end in a -v) 12 nBeHaanarh
6 IECTh
(8.A) The Past Tense
SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Feminine Neuter All genders
-1 -1a -J10 -Jd
(s1/TB1/0H) cKa3dn (s1/TH1/0HA) cKa3dna (oHO) cka3aio (MBI/BBI/OHH) CKa3AJIH
(9.E) Some Present Tense Endings

Note that there are two sets of endings for the Present Tense. For now, we’ll simply refer to them as Present Tense 1 and
Present Tense 2:

Marma J1exAT

KJTIOYH JIEKAT

PRESENT TENSE 1 : PRESENT TENSE 2
3" singular 3" plural I 3" singular 3" plural
OH XHUBET OHH JKUBYT | yxo Gonur YU OOIsT
1
1

CBIH paboTaeT

pomyTeny paboTaroT
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(1.6, 10.IN) The verb be in Russian

There is no Present Tense of the verb be: SI amepuxkanen. I am an American.
A hyphen is sometimes used: Moii 6paTt — axBokaT. My brother is a lawyer.

In the Past Tense, the stem is 6bI+, to which is added the appropriate Past ending. The stress moves to the ending for the
Feminine Singular only:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Feminine Neuter All forms
OBLT ObLIA OBLIO OBLTH

(10.B) Omitting obvious possessives

Possessives are often omitted when describing body parts (as well as family relations): ZKuBoT 6oaar My stomach hurts.
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Exercise 1 We STRONGLY suggest that you spend around 20-25 minutes listening to all the
previous dialogues. Make sure you know all the vocabulary listed at the end of this review
lesson.

&S Exercise 2 Represent the basic sounds in the following words:

Example: BHIENA " {I} " {E}n{A}
eM w{E}m
1. cmacu6o
2. TBOH
3. TBOA
4.  KUBET
IIOHUMAET
5.

(same verb ending as in 4)

6. OombIIOe

xopoiiee
7 (same adj. ending as in 6)
8. Jloba
9. meloT
10. WBan
11. oxuo
" 31aHHE

(same noun ending as in 11)

2< Exercise 3 Answer the following questions.

1. What sound is represented by the third letter in the word nenl ? Explain your answer.

2. What is the second basic sound in the word mBs? Explain your answer.

11-9
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,@f Exercise 4  Correct the violations of spelling rules (not all words have violations):

1. rwITapa 2. xks0a

3. Enbuun 4. XopOuiblit
5. Xpyués 6. IOBIT

7. noporéi 8. 4romo

9. nyumioe 10. xkem

,@5 Exercise 5 Explain any ‘misleading’ spelling combinations (inherently hard consonants
followed by a Soft-indicating vowel, or vice versa)

1. mecTth 2. HUYErod
3. magdare 4. xeHa
5. OoabIIOH 6. KeM

7. 1Iyka 8. mpIrag
9. xup 10. réun

,@f Exercise 6 Translate into Russian (Before doing this exercise, you may want to look over the
dialogues in lessons 1-11 to review fixed expressions):

1. —Hi, what’snew? — Don’t ask.

2. My younger sister is a lawyer. Her husband is a doctor.

3. What’s your name? My name is (appropriate response).

4. Tea, please. This isn’t tea, this is coffee. What did I say? I said ‘tea’!

5. —Thank you. — Don’t mention it.

11-10
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aJ(BOKAT
aMepUKAHeIl
aMEpUKAaHKa
Oap
opar
KIIy0
B KI1yOe
BOJIKa
Bpau
BCE
BBI
roJIoBa
réHUi
NEPEBO
IUBAH
JI0Yb
NEBYIIKA
NEPEBO
néTu
ero
ed
JKeHa
JKUBOT
HHKCHED
ux
KoOde
KITFOY
KITFOYH
KOT
KOILIMAP
KakO# kommap!
kpoBats (Fem)
Ha KPOBATH
Kypc
KYpC PYCCKOTO S3bIKA
MaTth
MYK
Haxa
HaxXanka
HOMEp
OH
OHA
OHH
0oTéI
MaJbTO
napeHb

Vocabulary: Lessons 1 - 11

Nouns and Pronouns

lawyer

American (noun, masc; note: not capitalized)

American (noun, Fem; note: not capitalized)

bar

brother (just think of ‘brat”)

club
in a/the club

vodka

doctor

everything

you

head

genius

tree

sofa; couch

daughter

girl, young woman

tree

children

his

her (possessive); hers

wife

stomach

engineer

their

coffee

key
keys (*note stress is on ending)

cat

nightmare (from the French cauchemar)
what a nightmare!

bed (not to be confused with the French word for necktie)
on the bed

course; class

Russian course (lit.: course of Russian language)

mother

husband

jerk, rude person (male)

Jjerk, rude person (female)

telephone number

he

she

they

father

overcoat

quy
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HIPOTPaMMHUCT
pecTopan
poadATeNn
cecTpa
cobaka
CTOJ

Ha CTOJIE
CBIH
ThI
XOJIOIWILHUK
yIm
¢doToanmapar

¢dororpadus
qai

qTO

s

OBLIH
60T
0osT
JKUBET
JKHBYT
JIEKAT
JIEXKAT
nepemnyTai/a
TOHUMAETE
TIOHMMAF0
paboTaet
cKazan
cKasana
CITyYHIIOCH
YUUTCS B ...

computer programmer
restaurant
parents (always pl in Russian)
sister
dog
table
on the table (*note stress is on ending)
son
you (informal)
refrigerator
ears (sg. is yxo)
camera (this word has secondary stress on the first ‘0’: it
sounds like /0/)
photograph
tea
what
1 (me as in: ‘It’s me”)

Verbs

were (pl)

hurts; aches (3sg; only 3™ person is used with this verb)
hurt; ache (3pl)

he/she lives

they live

they are (lying, in a flat position)

it is (lying, in a flat position)

(vou) mixed up (masc/fem)

(vou - sg-formal / pl) understand

(1) understand

(s/he) works

said (Past Tense, Masc)

said (Past Tense, Fem)

happened (implies something negative)
(s/he) is a student at; goes to (school at) ...
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Vocabulary: Lessons 1 - 11

Adjectives, Possessives, and Adverbs

Balll, BAIlle, BAIIIA,
BAIITH

BYEpa

axe

IOBOJIBHO

3/1€Ch

KpacyBas
KpacyBBbIi

MJTA I

MOi1, MO€, MO, MOH
HaBEPHO

Halll, HAIIIE, HAIIA,
HAIIH

HEIUIOXO

HE TOT

OIISITH

I10X0

npocTo

CTApIIUH

Tam

TBOM, TBOE, TBOSI, TBOH
Xopomo

ay tebs?
ao

ax!

BOT BaM X

Bb1 He TOT HOMEp
HaOpany.
rpex KAaIoBaThCst

na
110 CBUAAHUSA
xKe
3/IpABCTBY I
3/1paBCTBYIiTE
3HAYUT
H3BUHU
n3BUHY, paau bora

Kak ero/eé 30ByT?
KaK Bac 30BYT?
Kak Te0s 30ByT?
Kak aena?

Kak 310?

KTO 3T0?

JIAJTHO

your (pl or Formal sg)

yesterday

even

quite, rather, pretty (adv.)

here

attractive; good-looking (Feminine)
attractive; good-looking (Masculine)
younger (masc)

my (fem.)

probably

our (masc)

not bad

the wrong (lit.: not that)
again

poorly

(it’s) just; simply

there
your (masc., informal)
good, well, OK, all right

Expressions & Misc.
how about you? (lit: ‘and by you?’)
hello? (only used when answering phone)
(expresses dismay)

(handing something to someone) kere’s your X; Here’s a X for

you.
You've got (= dialed) the wrong number

1 can’t complain (lit: “(it’s) a sin to complain”’)

yes

good-bye (lit.: until meeting)

(adds emphasis to preceding word)

hi (informal; = mpuBér [privét]) *first ‘B’ [v] not pronounced
Hello

so ... (lit.: it means ...)

excuse me; pardon me; I'm sorry

I'mreally sorry (pamu Bora — lit.: “for the sake of God” — adds

emphasis to the apology)
What's his/her name?(lit.: ‘how do they call him/her?’)

What'’s your name? (Formal/ (Informal)

how’s it going? how are things?

how is that possible; what do you mean?
Who's that/this?

OK; all right

00— O 33—
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MeHs 30ByT + (first
name)

MHe HéKorz1a

MOxkHO + 1% name in -y

Ha

HE TOBOPH

HE 32 4TO

He CIpamuBan
HET
HHYEro

HHYEro cebé

HY, ...

HY TbI 1aéuib!

oit!

OTBSIKUCH!
OTCTAHBTE OT MEHsI!
MoKanyncra

MoKa
no-mMoemMy
noyemy
MPUBET
cracu6o

TaK cebe

THI HE BAZEN/a

TBI IIYTHIIB?

410 37107

YTO CJIBIIHO?

4TO0 ¢ TOOOH?

310 X (person or thing)

310 He X (person or
thing)

ACHO

S TI0X0 ceos
YYBCTBYIO

sl TOHMMAIO TT0-PYCCKH

My name is ... (lit.: ‘they call me ...”)

I'min a hurry; I have to run (lit: ‘to me there is no time”)
May I speak to ...

on

tell me about it; you can say that again (lit.: don’t say that)
(response to cnacido) don’t mention it (lit.: There isn’t
anything (to thank me) for)

don’t ask

no

1) not too bad

2) don’t worry about it; it’s nothing (lit.: ‘nothing’)
very impressive! wow! not bad!

well, ...

you are really something!

oh!

get lost!

Leave me alone! (lit.: ‘stand away from me’)

1) here you go (worker giving something to customer)
2) please

3) you're welcome

(see you) later

1 think; in my opinion (don’t leave out the hyphen!)
why

hi (used only with friends and family)

thank you (there is no way to shorten this word, despite the
best efforts of American students)

so-so (this is somewhat negative)

did you (happen to) see (Masc/Fem)

are you joking? (Informal)

What's this/that?; What are those?

what’s up?; what’s new? (lit.: ‘what is audible?”)
what’s (wrong) with you?

this/that/it is (a) X

this isn’t/that’s not (a) X

clear; understandable

1 don’t feel well

1 understand Russian (don’t leave out the hyphen!)



