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Lesson Lelve
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Dialogues:

Grammar:

A: “Whose book is this?”; B: “Whose

horse is this?”; B: “Whose pencil is

this?”; I': “Whose beer is this?”

The anatomy of nouns and possessives:
Stem + Ending

Gender of nouns ending in -b

Wimpy possessives and bossy nouns

Yen, ybé, uybst whose

Forming possessives from first names
in -{A}

Jnanoru
From now on we will bold new vocabulary as it is introduced in the dialogues
A. Ubsa 3710 KHUra? Whose book is this?
(I'ans takes a book)

Miima: |1 |Yro Tl Aéiaemb? JTo MO KHIATA. What are you doing? That’s my book.
Ians: 2 | O uém ThI ToBOpHIIL? OHA MOS. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Myma: |3 |[Mawma, ybs 310 kHHATa? Mos nam [anunaa? Mom, whose book is this? Mine or Galya’s?
Mama: |4 |He tBos u He [dimna. 1o Mos Kuiira! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Galya’s. It’s my

book!
b. Ybsa 3T0 néwanb? Whose horse is this?

(Jléwa takes a horse outside a saloon)

Karsa: 5 | Yro TBI nénaeup? 1o Mos J01AAb. What are you doing? That’s my horse.
Jléma 6 | O 9ém 1B TOBOpUIIL? OHA MOS. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Kars: 7 | [Tama, ubst 3To nomaas? Mos vn JIémuHa? Dad, whose horse is this? Mine or Lyosha’s?
Mana 8 | He tBosi n He JIémuua. 1o MoA nOmas! 1It’s not yours and it’s not Lyosha’s. It’s my

horse!
B. Yen 310 KapaHpaw? Whose pencil is this?

(duma takes a pencil)

Kéus: 9 |Yro T nénacmn? Ato MO KapaHJIAII. What are you doing? That’s my pencil.
dima: 10 [ O ué™m TBI TOBOpHIIE? OH MOH. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Kéus: 11 | Mawma, geii 310 kapanmgam? Mot vmn Jamun? Mom, whose pencil is this? Mine or Dima’s?
Mama: 12 | He TBO# 1 He JIiMUH. 10 Mol KapaHanmi! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Dima’s. It’s my

pencil!
r. Ybé 310 NBO? Whose beer is this?

(Cons starts drinking a beer)

Bops: 13 | Yro ThI némaems? 10 MOE MIABO. What are you doing? That’s my beer.
Cous: 14 | O uém TBI roBOpHIIL? OHO MOE. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Bopn: 15 | [1ama, 4b€ 3To miiBo. Moé i COHMHO? Dad, whose beer is this? Mine or Sonya’s?
ana: 16 | He tBO& 1 He COHMHO. ITO MOE IABO! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Sonya’s. It’s my beer!
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12-i ypok FpammaTuka

CioBapnb

1 | nénaempb do/make; are doing/making (Tei-form)

1 | KHHTA book

2 | 0 9éM THI TOBOPHIIIH? what are you talking about?

3 | geti+ (e): e, 4bE, ubs whose (M, F, N) (We’ll explain what the (e) means in an upcoming lesson.)
3 | or

5 | mémann horse (F)

9 | KapaHgAII pencil

13 | IABO beer

@ Other Nouns you should learn:

Masculine Neuter Feminine Feminine in -b
KypHAT magazine MBLIO Soap raséra newspaper MBIIIIb Mouse
CIIOBApE dictionary neuéHne cookie cnaneHs bedroom IBEpb door

pyx5né rifle

& e e
12.A The Anatomy of Nouns and Possessives: STEM + ENDING

Every noun and possessive in Russian consists of a Stem (which must end in a consonant, C) + an Ending
(which must begin in a vowel, \/). Some nouns and possessives have a zero ending (-J), i.e. consist of just a
stem — and therefore end in a consonant.

There are exactly 3 possible endings for singular nouns and possessives: -7, -{A}, -{O}'. The various spellings

of the ending (‘C’ or Cw’; ‘a’or ‘s1’; ‘0’or ‘€ or ‘e’) depend on: 1) the quality (hard or soft) of the final
consonant of the stem; 2) stress (for ‘0’ vs. ‘é’, as well as ‘€’ vs. ‘e’); 3) spelling rules (covered in Lesson 7)

As we’ve already discussed, Russian nouns and possessives (and adjectives — next lesson) are marked for gender
(and number — also next lesson). There are 3 genders in Russian: Masculine, Feminine, and Neuter, which you
can usually determine based on the ending of the noun. The only nouns whose you can’t tell for sure are those
that end in 5. Still, there are some clues even for these nouns, which we’ll discuss later.

Masculine Feminine Neuter
& (Consonant or b) {A} or b {O}

KYpHAT cecTpa MUBO

' When you see a noun or possessive that ends in -e, what you really have is the ending {O}, leaving aside forms like mapxke,

which imBart a different meanin% (location).
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Grammar Lesson 12

CIIOBAPD CITATBHSA PYXbE

Jomann [eYéHbe
Examples of stem + ending

Nouns:
GENDER STEM ENDING =  FuLL WORD
(MUST END IN C) (MUST BEGIN IN V)
MASC Opar+ > opat
cIIoBap™+ CJIOBAPH
NEUT AB+ IIABO
MOp*+ MOpe
. -{0} i
PYXKbii+ PYXbE
30AHUN+ 3IAHME (1i+{0) is spelled e/é)
FEM KHUT+ KHHUTa
CIAJIBH "+ -{A} CHATIBHS
noman’+ - (b) JIOIIAb
Possessive share the same endings as noun (so far):
Possessives:
GENDER STEM + ENDING =  FuLL WORD
(MUST END IN C) (MUST BEGIN IN V)
MASC - MOH
o HaI
MOHU+ N
, HAIa
Hali+ . .
NEUT {0} MOE (i1 + {O} = é/e)
HAIIIE
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12.6 The Gender of Nouns Ending in -b

How can you determine the gender of a noun ending in -b? Two answers: Sometimes you can tell, sometimes
you can’t.

ALWAYS MASCULINE ALWAYS FEMININE CAN’T PREDICT
(based on meaning) (based on form)

If the noun refers to a If the noun ends in HUSHER | Need to memorize gender

profession, in which case the (“k, mn, 4, m’) + -b. when you learn the noun. (We

word will often end in -TeJib. suggest you write it into your

There are quite a lot of these. vocab index cards in phrases
with modifiers of the correct
gender)

yuurtens (teacher) POXB rye CJIOBApB, pyous (ruble) (M)

pykoBonutens (leader) MBIIIIb nomank, neepb (F)

nucareis (writer) J04b (Not surprisingly, matb is

BoauTens (driver) BeWb thing Feminine. Also, abstract nouns
tend to be Feminine: 1r000Bb
(love), xuzns (life))

Eventually, combinations like moii cioBaps and mosi a6maas should start “sounding better” to you than
Mo$i clIoBaph and Mo JIOIIA .

So, anytime we give you a “can’t-predict” noun we’ll indicate the gender.
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Grammar Lesson 12

12.B Wimpy Possessives and Bossy Nouns

Word like kauira, 16maab, KyxHs, HaxXaJjka, etc. are always Feminine. They’re just “born” that way — and they
never change. The same holds for kapangam, HaxaJj, 6par, etc. being “born” Masculine and niBo, nucbLM0,
neyénne, ctc. being ‘born’ Neuter.

Possessives (and adjectives), on the other hand, are not “born” any particular gender — they just agree with the
noun they are modifying. So if someone asks you how to say our in Russian, you have to break the news to them
that there are several answers: Ham (Opar), HAma (cectpd), Hame (miBo). For some reason, dictionaries only list
the first of these, the Masculine singular (not very politically correct, we know). Perhaps the best answer to give
would be: ‘nam+ plus appropriate ending’, but that tends to be a bit hard to express. Still, keep in mind that
possessives (and all adjectives) are wimps — they just take on whatever form they’re told to by the noun.

We're

We're
Masculine! /oo Feminine!

4 L]

KapaH Al  Mos KHHATA

Neuter!
N @

MOé yXO0

Whatever
you say, sir!

Whatever you
say, ma’am!

Whatever you say,
your Neuter-ness!

** Remember: the 3™ person possessives (er6, eé, ux) NEVER change, regardless of gender and number:

TNy m 9

ero/eé/ux KapaHgam / KHura / yxo
\/

Your point
being ...7

12-5

No,
Feminine!

No,
Neuter!




12-i ypok FpammaTuka

Put the possessive in the correct form (depending on the gender of the noun). (Note that you
don’t need to know the meaning of the noun, just the gender based on the ending):

Example: kuira (my) [ 3mo mos kuiiza.

1. xuura (our) 2. opart (your — pl) 3. m#Bo (his) 4. dotoanmapar (their)
5. meuénne (her) 6. >kypHAaI (my) 7. sionoko (apple) (my) 8. wmath (your — sg)

9. orén (her) 10. TeneBuzop (TV) (our)  11. dortorpadus (his) 12. xot (my)

13. nous (your — sg) 14. xomomnnpauK (her) 15. cépaue (heart) (my) 16. xapangam (his)

12.1 Yen /Ybé / Yba whose

Here are the Masculine, Neuter, and Feminine forms of the question word whose:

STEM + ENDING = FULL WORD
- (Masc) geu
yen+ -{O} (Neut) 4bé (ii{O} = éle)
-{A} (Fem) Ybs (i{A} =)

For now, it’s best to just memorize the three forms. We’ll explain later on why the Masculine begins with ue-,
while the Neuter and Feminine begin with 4b-.

With 4eit, ubé, uybst we find another ‘frozen 3To’ construction — Yeii 310 kapangam?, Usé 310 miiBo?, Ubs 310
kHura? Note that while the 3710 is frozen, the question word 4eid, ubé, uba still agrees with the noun.

AGREEING FORM OF YEii+| FROZEN 3TO NOUN
Yeit Kapaujanr ? Whose pencil is this/that?
Usé 3TO MHBO ? Whose beer is this/that?
Ubg KHHTA ? Whose book is this/that?

T agree in gender T
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Grammar Lesson 12

g@ Form a question as seen in the examples:

Example: TUBO [l Yué 3mo nuso?

1. miBoO 2. BOIKa 3. Opar 4. n104n

5. raséra 6. cnoBapb 7. XOJOIWIBHUK 8. nomans

9. kapanpgam 10. mMBUTO 11. xypHan 12. xonbaca (sausage)
13. curapéra 14. orérg 15. meuéune 16. maTh

12. Forming Possessive From First Names in {A}

FanuHa kHura (3)

Now that we know how to ask to whom something belongs, here’s how to answer. To form a possessive from a
first name (which MUST end in {A} — don’t worry, we only let you pick names that end in {A}), you should:

1) Nuke the -{A} | 2) Add the suffix -un- | 3) Add the appropriate ending to match the
noun modified (-, -{A}, -{O})

Kéarun myx Katya’s husband
Karg Kar-un- Karuno niso Katya’s beer
Karuna cectpa Katya’s sister
MU= 0Téln Misha’s father
Myma Miinmi-un- MummHo mankTd  Misha's coat
MymrHa xeHa Misha’s wife
3UHUH KapaHlléIH Zina’s pencil
3uHa 3WH-UH- 3WHUHO YXO Zina's ear
3WHMHA KHUTA Zina’s book

For some reason, students often want to add the soft endings (s, €) to these forms. Use the hard endings (a, o)

@ Form sentences using possessives:

Example: coin (Bépa) [ 3mo Bépun cuin.

1. cecrpa (Muma) 2. Opat (MaprHa) 3. nomans (Taus) 4. BunHO (Kocts)
5. wudaii (Bépa) 6. nmuBaH (Cepéxa) 7. manstd (Acs) 8. 1oub (Ibpa)
9. xomomwiphHuk (Butsa) — 10. myx (VinHa) 11. orén (Buka) 12. sxena (I1éts)
13. cobaka (Mapra) 14. crapmas cectpa (Omst) 15, murémmii opat (bopst)  16. mmiBo (Hpa)
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g@ Form questions and provide answers as seen in the example:

Example: kuura (his) ] Yvs 5mo knuza? 3:m0 e20 Kuuea.
opar (Slma) [] Yeii smo 6pam? Imo Hwun opam.

1. xypuan (your —sg) 2. cectpa (his) 3. Opar (their) 4. dotorpadus (Jlamra)
5. maBo (my) 6. rurapa (her) 7. Tapax (your —sg) 8. cymka (purse) (my)
9. sbnoko (apple) (his)  10. mous (our) 11. razéra (her) 12. 36moto (gold) (Koms)
13. macnopt (Mapta) 14. pyuxa (pen) (my) 15. mpmms (their) 16. cioBaps (your — pl)
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12-1 ypok JomaluHee 3agaHue

,@f Exercise 1 Identify (when possible) the gender of a noun. Write ?? if you can’t be sure — this
applies only to words we have not had. You should know the gender of all the words we’ve had:

Example: Kapangam M

kuara F

cioBo N

posute ??
1. xypHan 2. Mathb 3. cépaue 4. nBepb
5. JepéBHA 6. cloBapb 7. Belpb 8. 0kHO
9. réuuit 10. crares 11. 3panue 12. MBIIB
13. HOX 14. raséra 15. meuénne 16. nenn
17. sOC 18. nomame 19. muceMoO 20. xoT

< Exercise2 Form questions and answers as seen in the example:

Example: KHHATA (Mmy) L] Ybsi 5mo kutiea? Imo mosi Kuuea.
mrBo (Myima) [] Ysé 3mo nuso? Imo Muwurno nuso.

1. BoOnka (his)

2. MsUIO (soap) (your — Formal)

3. xypuan (Tans)

4. wmammHa (car) (our)

5. sb6noko (apple) (her)

6. cobaka (JIéma)

7. caoBaps (my)
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8.

10.

11.

12.

pamno (Upa)

JomaluHee 3agaHue

koMmIetotep (your — Informal)

cymka purse (Créra)

komka (their)

npogéccop (our)
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