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Dialogue: “Nothing to write home about” 
Grammar: Another expression for when you’re 

not impressed 
 Verb agreement with кто, что, and 

всё 
Relative clauses  
-{O}ва+ verbs  

Диалђг 
Не ахтЏ       Nothing to write home about 

НатЌша: 1 Кто был на вeчeрЏнкe вчeрЌ? Who was at the party yesterday? 

ДeнЏс: 2 МЏша, Лёша, Стёпа. Misha, Lyosha, Styopa. 

НатЌша: 3 Какђй Стёпа? Which Styopa? 

ДeнЏс: 4  
5 

Стёпа АрхЏпов.  ПЌрeнь, котђрый никогдЌ нe 
мђeтся. 

Styopa Arkhipov.  The guy who never bathes. 

НатЌша: 6 Да, да, я пђмню.  A кто eщё там был? Oh yeah, I remember.  Who else was there? 

ДeнЏс: 7 ГЌля, ВЏка, ОксЌна. Galya, Vika, Oksana. 

НатЌша: 8 КакЌя ОксЌна? Which Oksana? 

ДeнЏс: 9 
10 

ОксЌна Сeмёнова.  ДЎвушка, котђрая бeз концЌ 
кѓрит. 

Oksana Semyonova.  The girl/woman who 
smokes all the time. 

НатЌша: 11 Да, да, пђмню.  А мѓзыка былЌ?  Вы танцевЌли? Oh, yeah, I remember.  Was there any music?  
Did y’all dance? 

ДeнЏс: 12
13  

Да, танцевЌли.  Там бѕли музыкЌнты, котђрыe 
рЌньшe игрЌли в грѓппe «ДДТ».   

Yeah, (we) danced.  There were some musicians 
there who used to play in the group DDT.  

НатЌша: 14 Как былЌ мѓзыка?  ОнЏ хорошђ игрЌли? How was the music?  Did they play well? 

ДeнЏс: 15 Не ахтЏ.  Мѓзыка как мѓзыка. Nothing to write home about. 
 
СловЌрь 
1 на here: at (followed by Location ending) 

1 вeчeрЏнка party 

4 котђрый who, which; that (See grammar explanation.) 

4 никогдЌ never (Note that the verb is also negated with нe.  More on negation later.) 

5 {мђй+...ся  / мѕ+...ся} bathe; wash oneself 

6 пђмни+ remember 

6 кто / что ещё? who / what else? 

9 бeз концЌ all the time; continuously (lit: without end) 

11 мѓзыка music  (Note that the з is hard!) 

12 музыкЌнт musician 

13 рЌньшe previously; used to; before (in previous times) 

13 игрЌй+ play 

13 грѓппа group (Can refer to any group, including a rock group.) 

15 нe ахтЏ nothing to write home about 
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21.А  Another Expression For When You’re Not Impressed 
 нe ахтЏ (16) 
 
Unfortunately not everything in this world is peachy keen.  So, the more ways to say that something is nothing to 
write home about or nothing special the better.  We’ve already learned the phrases тЌк себе and [Noun] как 
[Noun].  The expression нe ахтЏ indicates that an event / thing was not as good as expected.  
  Listen and repeat: 

ОбЎд был нe ахтЏ.    Dinner was nothing special.  

Не ахти can also be used as an adverb (as can тЌк себе): 

− Как Мадђнна пЎла?  + Нe ахтЏ./ TЌк себе.  − How did Madonna sing?  +Nothing to write home about. 

− Как ты ѓчишься?  + Нe ахтЏ. / TЌк себе − How are you doing in school?  + So-so. 
 

21.Б  Verb Agreement With Кто, Что, and Всё 
 Кто был на вeчeрЏнкe? (1) 
 
Кто always takes a Masculine Singular verb ending, even if you know that the subject in the answer will be a 
female or more than one person: 
 

Кто там был? Who was there? (Even if you know that the answer will consist of >1 person.) 

− Кто здесь курЏл?  
+ Лиза курЏла. 

− Who was smoking here? (said by Principal Skinner in the girls’ bathroom)  
+ Liza was 

− Кто пьёт молокђ, вы?  
+ Да, мы пьём молокђ. 

− Who drinks milk, y’all?  
+ Yes, we drink milk. 

 
If the subject is что or всё, the verb is in the Neuter Singular: 
 

Что бѕло в холодЏльнике? What was in the refrigerator? (Even if you know that the answer will 
consist of many items.) 

Всё лежЌло на столЎ. Everything was (lying) on the table. 
  Form questions and give answers.  You’ll need to look at the answer to decide whether to ask 

кто or что. 
 
Example: was at the party (we)     ➯     − Кто был на вeчeрЏнкe?  − Мы бѕли на вeчeрЏнкe. 
 
1. was listening to the radio (I – fem.) 2. understands Russian (my parents) 

3. lives on the moon (лунЌ) (my cat) 4. was (lying) on the sofa (our keys) 
5. likes to study (Sasha’s brothers) 6. is making dinner (my father) 

7. is going to the movies (we) 8. works in МосквЌ (Katya’s sister) 

9. was lying on the bed (your (pl.) kids) 10. was (lying) on the table (my book) 

11. mixed everything up (that talentless 
lawyer) 

12. was in the refrigerator (her glasses) 
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21.В  Relative Clauses: Котђрый 
 ПЌрeнь, котђрый… (4); ДЎвушка, котђрая… (9); МузыкЌнты, котђрыe… (13) 
 
In case you don’t remember, a relative clause is a clause headed by relative pronoun (who, which, that) that 
modifies a noun.  Relative clauses let you combine two sentences that share a common noun into one. 
 

1) The man knows all about relative clauses.  2) The man does not bathe regularly.   
   common noun 
{The man who does not bathe regularly knows all about relative clauses.} 

 
1) Otto is reading a book,  2) The book was written by C. Montgomery Burns.   

common noun 
{Otto is reading a book that was written by C. Montgomery Burns.} 

 
Unlike English, which uses three relative pronouns (who for animate nouns and which or that for inanimate 
nouns), Russian has just one: котђрый.  Котђрый, which is always preceded by a comma, behaves like a 
regular adjective, and agrees in number and gender with the noun it modifies.  
 

Masc ПЌрень, котђрый стоЏт на балкђне, ѓчится   
в ПрЏнстоне. 

The guy who is standing on the balcony goes to 
Princeton. 

Neut Љто пЏво, котђроe бѕло в холодЏльникe. This is the beer that was in the refrigerator. 
Fem ДЎвушка, котђрая рабђтает в бЌре, никогдЌ 

не мђется. 
The woman who works at the bar never bathes. 

Plural Гдe кнЏги, котђрые лeжЌли на столЎ? Where are the books that were (lying) on the table? 
 
In English it is often possible to omit the relative pronoun who, that, which, while in Russian который cannot 
be left out: 
 

Письмо, котђрое я читЌл, лежЏт на столе. The letter (that) I was reading is on the table. 

Актёры, котђрые рабђтают в ресторЌне, 
хорошђ говорјт по-немЎцки. 

The actors (who are) working in a restaurant, speak German 
well. 

 
 Merge the second sentence into the first using the correct form of котђрый:  

Example:  Там был пЌрeнь.  Он ѓчится в ПрЏнстонe.   ➯   Там был пЌрeнь, котђрый ѓчится в ПрЏнстоне. 
 
1. Гдe мој сeстрЌ?  Она рабђтаeт в рeсторЌнe. 
2. ПЌрень стоЏт на головЎ.  Он учЏл рѓсский язѕк. 
3. ДЎвушка без концЌ поёт рѓсские пЎсни. ОнЌ сeгђдня набралЌ нe тот нђмeр. 
4. Мышь пьёт чай.  ОнЌ живёт на балкђнe. 
5. Љти адвокЌты лїбят пить.  ОнЏ плђхо рабђтают. 
6. Дочь нe пђмнит, гдe мѕло.  ОнЌ бeз концЌ занимЌeтся. 
7. Лђшади лeжЌт на кровЌти.  ОнЏ хорошђ поїт. 
8. Гдe винђ?  Онђ стојло на столЎ. 
9. Гдe амeрикЌнскиe врачЏ?  ОнЏ рЌньшe жЏли в МосквЎ. 
10. Лїди идѓт в кинђ.  ОнЏ бeз концЌ шѓтят. 
11. Сын лїбит писЌть.  Он плђхо сeбј чѓвствуeт. 
12. Францѓзская актрЏса хорошђ понимЌeт по-англЏйски.  ОнЌ былЌ на вeчeрЏнкe. 
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21.Г  -{O}ва-Stem Verbs 
 
There is an important class of 1st-conjugation (Up-to-Snuff) verbs that we will refer to as -{O}ва+ verbs.  (Since 
they're not -и, -е, or Жа-Жа verbs, they have to be 1st-conjugation.)  In the Past Tense and Infinitive (i.e., before 
Consonant endings) the stem ends in {O}ва+ (which can be spelled either ова or ева depending on either the 
hardness/softness of the preceding consonant or whether the preceding consonant is a spelling rule letter.  No 
stems happen to have ёва.) 
 
In the Present Tense (and in other verb forms that begin with a vowel) the {O}ва+ changes to {U}й+ (spelled 
either уй or юй). Add the Present endings the same way as with -ай+ verbs: the й and the vowel in the ending are 
spelled as a single Soft-indicating vowel. 
 
You may recall that when we originally presented the verb dance, the form was given as танцѓй+.  In fact, the 
verb dance is an {O}ва+ stem verb.  The Past and Infinitive stem is танцевЌ+.   (So that е in танцева+ really is 
basic {O} but you can’t write unstressed o after ц.) 
 
We also had the expression feel well/bad чѓвствую себј хорошо/плђхо.  As predicted, the Past and Infinitive 
stem is чѓвствова+.   
 

-{O}ва+ verbs 
 

Person / 
Number 

Ending Pronoun чѓвствова+  себј  
feel 

танцевЌ+         
dance 

Present Tense:  Stem ends in {U}й+ 
1sg   -{U} я  чѓвствую себј  танцѓю 

2sg -ь{O}шь ты  чѓвствуешь себј  танцѓешь 

3sg - ь{O}т он/онЌ/онђ  чѓвствует себј  танцѓет 

1pl - ь{O}м мы  чѓвствуем себј  танцѓем 

2pl - ь{O}те вы  чѓвствуете себј  танцѓете 

3pl   -{U}т онЏ  чѓвствуют себј  танцѓют 

Past Tense / Infinitive:  Stem ends in {O}ва+ 
Masc   -л я, ты, он  чѓвствовал себј  танцевЌл 

Fem   -ла я, ты, онЌ  чѓвствовала себј  танцевЌла 

Neut   -ло онђ  чѓвствовало себј  танцевЌло 

Pl   -ли мы, вы, онЏ  чѓвствовали себј  танцевЌли 

Infinitive   -ть   чѓвствовать себј  танцевЌть 
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  Question: {O}ва+ verbs have what sure seem to be two different stems, so why not list 
them as double-stem verbs: {танцѓй+ / танцевЌ+}?   
 

Also, why are these called -{O}ва+ stems and not -{U}й+ stems. 
 Answer: First question: Technically, we could list -{O}ва+ stems as double-stem verbs.  

What makes -{O}ва+ verbs different from other double-stem verbs is that there 
are hundreds of -{O}ва+ verbs, all of which conjugate the same. 
-{O}ва+ verbs are “productive”; you can create new verbs with this suffix.  
Many of these new verbs are derived from foreign words.  Try to guess the 
meanings of the following “new” -{O}ва+ verbs: 

аплодЏрова+    арестовЌ+ 
донжуЌнствова+   парковЌ+ (машЏну) 
рекомендовЌ+    фотографЏрова+ 

 

As for the second question, again, you have a good point.  However, since the 
Infinitive is what is listed in all dictionaries, and since -{O}ва+ is used by 
nearly everyone else, we’ll stick to tradition in this one case. 

 
 

 Chameleon: 
 
1. МЌша хорошђ танцѓет. (я, ты, онЏ, мы, Past Tense, он, вы, кто?, я (first masculine, then feminine) 

2. ЖЌннин отЎц плђхо себј чѓвствует. (онЌ, вы?, мы, я, Кђля, Past Tense: онЏ, ты? (masculine), онЌ) 
3. ПолЏция егђ арестовЌла. (мы, кто?, Кђджак, Present Tense1, я, вы, онЏ) 
 
 

                                                 
1  The forms are Present but it’s really the Future!  A lot more on this later on. 
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 Exercise 1    Put in verbs that make sense: 
 
1. Кто _________________________ на вeчeрЏнкe вчeрЌ? 

2. Кто _______________________________ по-рѓсски? 

3. Кто _________________________________ моё пЏво? 

4. Кто никогдЌ не_____________________________________________? 

5. Кто ______________________________________________ на кровЌти? 

6. Кто рЌньшe ___________________________________________ в ПрЏнстонe? 

7. Кто _____________________________________________ танцeвЌть? 

 
 
 
 

 Exercise 2    Combine the following pairs of sentences into one using a relative clause: 
 
1. ДЎти игрЌют в пЌркe.  ОнЏ поїт рѓсскиe пЎсни. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. АдвокЌт смђтрит тeлeвЏзор.  Он бeз концЌ занимЌется. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ПeвЎц ђчeнь талЌнтливый.  Он плђхо учЏлся. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Гдe кнЏга?  ОнЌ лeжЌла на столЎ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ПрограммЏст никогдЌ нe мђeтся.  Он жил в Нью-Йђркe. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Сёстры бeз концЌ кѓрят.  ОнЏ рабђтают в СпрЏнгфилдe. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ЖЎнщина всё пeрeпѓтала.  ОнЌ идёт в кинђ. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 Exercise 3    Finish the sentences as you wish: 
 

1. АнглЏйский музыкЌнт, котђрый рЌньшe игрЌл в грѓппe «Кто», … 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Гдe рюкзЌк, котђрый … 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ЖЎнщины, котђрые стојт на балкђнe, … 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Вот лђшадь, котђрая … 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 Exercise 4    Translate from English into Russian: 
 

1. I used to drink all the time. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Misha’s younger sister likes to dance.  She dances pretty well. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. People who drink French wine never bathe. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


