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Owanor: “I can’t take it anymore!”
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43. Expressing at home géma vs. in a/the house B oome

Owanor
A 60nbLwe He mory I can’t take this anymore
Baguk: |1 | Ax, 1 66ab1e He Mory! S He MOTY KHUTh B Ah, I can’t take this anymore! I can'’t live in a
2 | obmexxuTHH. 37ech CIUIIKOM HIYMHO. dorm. It’s too noisy here.
Jlena: 3 | Ter He MOxems? A T THI XOUenb XuTs? B You can’t? So where do you want to live? In
4 |xkBapThpe? an apartment?
Bagux: Mosxer ObITh, B KBapTHpe. JIETOM s KW B Maybe in an apartment. In the summer I lived

OYEHb THXO U YHCTO.

kBapTupe B Ounanénbguu. A, MOKET ObITh, B in an apartment in Philadelphia. Or maybe in a

1t’s really quiet and clean there.

5
6
7 | mome. Muma xuBET B 1OMe Ha yiaune OnneH. Tam | house. Misha lives in a house on Olden Street.
8
9

Jlena: Tol mryTrmb, ato 1u? Tam oueHb IPsi3HO U Are you joking? 1It’s really dirty and noisy
10 | mryMmHO. OHU CHIAT Ha MOJY, TBIOT JOpOroe, there. They sit on the floor, drink expensive
11 | AMIIOPTHOE TIHBO, KYPSAT U CIYMIAIOT IUIOXYTO imported beer, smoke, and listen to bad music.
12 | My3bIKYy. A MOXET OBITh THI XOUEIIb XKHUTh B JIeCYy B | Maybe you want to live in the forest in Siberia.
13 | Cubrpu? S gymato, 4To Tam 0yaeT OYCHb TUXO. 1 think that it will be very quiet there.
CnoBapb
1 | s 60sbIIE HE MOTY I can'’t (take this; do this) anymore
001bIIIE more (comparative of 6onbIION)
X . .
MOT+ be able; can (see 43.T" for conjugation)

2 | IIyMHBIH

noisy

4 | KBapTHpa

apartment, flat

5 | mérom in the summer; during the summer
7 | ymuma street

8 | TAXMIA quiet

8 | unCTBIN clean

9 | rps3HBIHA dirty

10 | mdm (y) floor (See 43.5.2 about the -y)

11 | AMIOPTHBIA imported

13 | méc () forest (See 43.B.2 about the -y)

13 | Oynmer it will be

43.A  Neuter Short-Form Adjectives (Adverb) After the Verb ‘to be’

We’ve seen the following construction in several places:

Tam 6510 CKY4YHO / *X0po1o / THXO. 1t was boring / nice / quiet there.
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* Note that sometimes the stress in this form is sometimes different from the regular long-form adjective:
XOpOIIUH Vs. XOPOIIO IUIOXOH Vs. TIIOXO0 TEIUIBIA VS. TEIIO

These sentences are impersonal - there is no subject (no noun in the Nominative). When a sentence in Russian
has no subject, the predicate is in the Neuter 3™ person singular by ‘default’. (Recall that we said this form may
actually be an adverb; it makes no real difference what you call it.)

To form sentences like It’s noisy there, It was cold yesterday, etc., use:

1) an indicator of time (Buep4, B msiTHHILY, JIETOM) Or place (3mech, TamM, B MockBé), or both, or neither.

2) the verb fo be {6yn+/ 6pk} in the ‘default’ Neuter 3 sg: 65110 in the Past, @& in the Present, 6yaer in the
Future.

3) a short-form Neuter adjective, which ends in -0 (technically -{O}): mrymHo, uricTo, X0po1o, CKy4HO, etc.

*#* Most Important: Do not use 3to for English iz in impersonal sentences!! ***

Thus, this very common construction consists of the following parts:

TIME OR PLACE VERB NEUTER SF ADJ
(or both or neither) be (which itself can be modified)
B cpény OBLIO CKYYHO. It was boring on Wednesday.
3necs %) X0pomio. 1t’s nice here.
JIéTom B [IpriHCTOHE oyner OYCHBb KpacuBo. | It will be very beautiful in the summer in Princeton.
%) Byner HUHTEPECHO. It will be interesting. (Wherever they 're going.)

@ Describe the situation using the list of Neuter SF adjectives below:

CKY4YHO IIYMHO Xopormo XOJIOTHO 9HCTO
TEIUIO THXO KpacuBo HHTEPECHO TPSI3HO

Example: You were all alone in the library. [ B 6ubnuoméke 6wi10 ouenv miixo.

Tomorrow’s high will be -30 . 34Btpa O6yzer...

You just stepped out of NYC subway station. 3aech 04eHb...

Telling you friend about the beauty of Princeton. B IIpriHcTOHE O4EHS...

You can’t study in the dorm because of the noise. B 0OmmexATHH CIUIIIKOM...

nobk W=

You don’t want to listen to yet another soporific Russian grammar lecture (fotally imaginary situation). Tam
BCErJa OYEHb...

o

You’re trying to convince your friend to move to Moscow. B Mocksé 0ueHb...
7. It’s a summer day in Texas. 31ech OUeHb....

8. You’re telling your friend about a fascinating Russian grammar lecture you went to (100% realistic). beuio
OUCHb....

9. You prefer to study in the library. B 6ubnuoréxe 6ueHs...
10. You swear that yesterday your floor wasn’t covered with beer cans. Buepa 3necs 65u10...
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43.6 Prepositional (Locative) Case: Singular Nouns

We saw this case starting on the 3™ day of class (B kay6e) and many times since (B Kaandépuun, na kpoBaru,
etc.)

43.b.1 Forms

Here are the endings once again:

NOMINATIVE SINGULAR PREPOSITIONAL/LOCATIVE SG

All Genders (exceptions below)
-E (automatic softening)

KI1y0 B KITy0Oe
CIIOBAPb B CJIOBapé
[prHCTOH B [IpriHCTOHE
MEcTO B MécCTe
Mope (sea) B MOpE
Mocksa B Mocksé
yIInna Ha yIuIe
CHAJTBHS B CITAJIbHE

Masculine nouns in -un
Neuter nouns in -ue
Feminine nouns in -ug

-Um"

TUTAHETAPHI B IUTAaHETAPHH
TEéHUH 0 réHnu
3aHUE B 3JAHUN
00IIEXKATHE B OOIEKUTHH
Poccust B Poccrn
Kanmndopaus B Kammopaun

Feminine nouns in -b
-U

KpOBATh Ha KPOBATH
Cubnpp B Cubnpn
MBIIIIb O MBIIIIH
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 — — —__ _____——————
43.b.2 Masculine Nouns with Locative in -y

A few Masculine (but not Neuter or Feminine) nouns ha\;e the Lo)((:ative singular ending -y (always stressed).
We’ll indicate theses with (-y) in the vocabulary entry: nec (y), moJ (y):

[Mouemy THI CHITUIIE HA MOJIY? Why are you sitting on the floor?
S Xouy XKUThH B Jiecy. I want to live in the forest.

Two things to note about Masculine Nouns with Locative in y:

1) It will help to remember that Masculine nouns with Locative in -y are otherwise stem-stressed in the singular
but end-stressed in the plural (hence the ).

2) The -y ending is used only when the case is truly the Locative - when it’s expressing location (with B/Ha).
With other prepositions taking the Prepositional, the regular -e ending is used, with the expected stem-stress
for the singular:

MsI roBOpIUIIH O JIéce. We were talking about the forest.

There are only about 7-8 really important nouns that have Prepositional in -y, but you do need to know them.

43.b.3 Uses of the Prepositional Case

The Prepositional is the only case that MUST include a preposition, i.e., a verb will never simply take the
Prepositional Case without an accompanying preposition. So far we’ve seen 3 prepositions that “govern” (take)
the Prepositional Case: 0/06 about, B/o in, at and Ha on, at. Remember, there’s no sure way to predict which case
a preposition will govern. (Later on, we’ll see prepositions that indicate location, but govern a different case.)

Mo 6i3KUe Apy3bs KUBYT B MOCKBE. My close friends live in Moscow.

I'éna pabodTaer B OMOIHOTEKE. Gena works in the library.

HatammHa KHIAra JISKUT Ha CTOJIE. Natasha’s book is (lying) on the table.
Béns cunéna Ha momy. Valya was sitting on the floor.

Omnn rosopsit o ['ane. They 're talking about Galya.

*Erd cplH YUTA€T KHATY 00 AHIJIHH. His son is reading a book about England.

When the noun following the preposition o begins with a vowel sound (not just a vowel letter),
the ‘buffer’ consonant ‘6’ is added to the preposition. Before nouns that begin with the soft-
indicating vowels ‘s, e, &, 10’ no buffer consonant is needed. Why not? (Answer in class.)

M1 roBopiM 06 yrIBepcuTéTe/ 06 UBane / 06 Amépuxe but o Snomm / o exé / o FOpe

@ A rapid fire drill. Put the noun in the Prepositional/Locative Case. Use the preposition provided.

Example: Ceera/o [] o Cseme

1. Mocksa/B 2. cron/Ha 3. Bépa/o 4. Omnér/ o6
5. ®pannws / B 6. j1ec/B 7. KpoBaTh / Ha 8. JIoumou /B
9. oOmexnTue / B 10. ctyn/ Ha 11. KimtatoH / 0 12. mon/Ha
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@ Answer the questions. Be sure to choose the correct preposition
Example: I'ne Muta? (6ubnmoréka) [ Owu 6 6ubruomére.

I'me Kata? (xmy0) I'ne kapanmam? (croi)

2

I'me on x6uet xuth? (J1ec) 4. T'ne Hans 6pm1a nérom? (I'epmanHus)
6. I'me TeI 00BIYHO criUIIb? (TIOM)
8

I'ne JIrona paboTtaer? (6ap)

1

3

5. T'me I'pua cuaut? (KpoBaTh)
7 I'ne onnt 6pu? (Yukaro)
9

I'ne To1 00BIYHO 3aHMMACTIbCA? (OOIIEKUTHE) 10. I'ne sxuByT PrATHHEI pognTenn? (AHIMA)

43.B The Verb be able; can: mor#*

Since this verb is not an n-stem, e-stem or Za-Za-stem, it must be 1*-conjugation (up-to-snuff). Also, notice
that it’s a ‘Greasy Zeke’ verb, which means the r remains in all forms of the Past Tense.

So what’s with the * over the +? It’s our way of expressing that Mmor+ has shifting stress in the Present, but fixed,
end stress in the Past. This acutally violates the rule we gave earlier, when we said that 1*-conjugation verbs
have shifting stress in the Past but not the Present. Sorry about that.

NOTE: There is the consonant mutation r > sk, but only in front of "{O} endings. (Recall the phrase méxer
obITh maybe, which literally means is able to be.)

In front of {U} endings (which do not soften the previous consonant) the r remains intact. So this is a different
pattern of mutation than we saw with some 2"-conjugation (Guitar) Verbs, where mutation occured only in the s-
form.

Present Tense
1sg s MOTr Y
2sg THI MOX eIlb
3sg OH/OHA/(OHO) MOX €T
1pl MBI MOX €M
2pl BBI MOX eTe
3pl OHH MOT YT
Past Tense
Masc s, TI, OH MOT
Neut OHO MOr J10
Fem s, TBI, OHA MOr J14
Pl MBI, BBI, OHH MOI JIH
Infinitive
MOYb

Note the unpredictable Infinitive form moub (which is almost never used anyway).
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43.B.1 Uses of mor+

In Russian this verb is always followed by an Infinitive. In English you only get the “full” Infinitive (fo + Verb)
after the verb be able: I am able to lift my arm. After can you get a “reduced” infinitive: I can lift my arm.

Kaxk TbI MésKkemb BcE BpEMsT 3aHUMATHCS? How can you study all the time?
4 e mory paboTaTth B 3Ty cy000TY I can’t work this Saturday.
OH HE MOT OTKPEITh JIBEPH. He was not able to open the door.

Besides mor%, there are very few r-stem verbs. But just for the fun of it, let’s look at another one (to confirm that
our system works): the verb 6epér+" guard:

Present Tense
1sg s Oeper y
2sg THI bepex Emb
3sg OH/0H4/(0HO) Oepex €r
1pl MBI Oepex &M
2pl BBI Oepex éte
3pl OHHU Oeper yr
Past Tense
Masc s, TI, OH Oepér
Neut OHO Oeper 116
Fem s, ThI, OHA Oeper 1na
Pl MBI, BbI, OHH Oeper 1
Infinitive
Oepéub

Everything is exactly as predicted. Here, because all the forms of the Present Tense are stressed on the end, the
letter ‘¢’ is used." Boy, was that ever fun!

g@ Chameleon: Change either the subject, fense, infinitive, or (+ affirmative) will change.

The starting point will be: COHsL MOXKET OTKPBITH JIBEPb.
1. 2. Mbl 3. oHH 4. (negate) 5. Bépa
6. BBHI 7. Past tense 8. Bans 9. Ons 10. cmaTh Ha moJty

' Remember, the use of ‘& after ‘s’ does NOT affect the pronunciation of the consonant, which is always HARD. Exactly

whz the letter ‘€’ is used :instead of ‘0’: is a bit arbitrag here, but don’t Worrz about it.
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43.' Expressing at home poma vs. in the house B gome

With the Noun xom house, there are two ways to express location. To say someone is at home use the single
word géma, no preposition needed. To be more emphatic about location inside a house (vs. outside, or vs. an
apartment) use B 1omMe. Russian doesn’t have an exact equivalent to ‘outside’, though sometimes you hear na
yauue.

Muma aéma? Hert, oH B yHUBEpPCUTETE. Is Misha home? No, he’s at the university.
I'me T61 OBLT Buepa? S Bech neHb OBLT AOMA. Where were you yesterday? I was home all day.
Panbiie s kxnid B KBapTHpE, a TENIEPh 51 KUBY [ used to live in an apartment, but now I live in a
B 10Me. house.
I'ne TBOsi cobaka? Ilo-mMoemy, oHa B 10Me. Where is your dog? I think she’s in the house.
Her, ona na yamme. No, she’s outside.

Note:
Ero ner noma. He'’s not home. (Genitive of Negation!!)

@ Answer the questions using either the form aéma or B géme in your answer.

Example: Muts B 6ubmuotéke? [ |  Hem, on doma.

1. Mama B 6ubmuoréke? 2. Ou# KUBYT B KBapTHpE?
3. Tws1 Oynems B pectopane? 4. IOpwuna cobaka Ha ymume?
5. Huna 6p1u14 B yHUBEpcHTETE BUepa? 6. Kocra B 6ape?
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,Qj Exercise 1  Describe the situation using an appropriate Neuter SF adjective.

Example: You visited the Grand Canyon. [] Tam 6si10 ouens kpaciieo.

1. You went to a heavy metal concert last night.

2. 1It’s -40° outside.

3. You’re sitting in the bowels of Firestone at 11:30 on a Tuesday night.

4. You were in an operating room.

5. You’re going to a lecture about Russian Impersonal Predicatives. (Brownie points time)

6. You're sleeping through your Econ lecture.

7. You visited Yosemite in the summer.

< Exercise2 Match up where the following people once lived and write out an entire sentence.

Bunn KiirtToH Cubnpsb
Mapus Kropu I'py3us
Ponaneg Péitran 2?7?
s (yourself) Apxan3ac
Cranmun [Tonpia
YaiikOBCKuUit Kanudopuus
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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,@f Exercise 3  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of mor+ plus any words required.

Thr OTKPBITh ABEPH?

Her, ne . A Bépa

Buepa HUKTO He cnarte. bEIIO civimkoM

Bol O0n1 MHE IOMOYB? (Think about what tense the verb must be!)
Bel paboTaTh 3aBTpa?

Mst paboTaTh TOIBKO B

IMouemy Vpa ne TJIATUTh MO OpIOKH BUepa?

,@f Exercise 4  Answer as truthfully as you want (or can) using the Prepositional Case.

1.

2.

3.

4,

S] OBl XOTéN/a KUTH

JIéTn 0OBIaHO UTparoT

51 OOEIYHO CIUTIO

S1 0OFIUHO 3aHUMAIOCH
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