
 
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

  46-1 

Диалоги: “He was born and grew up in Georgia”
Грамматика:  
46.A Asking/Expressing someone’s last name 
46.Б The verbs родЏ+...ся be born and вѕрос, -ла, -

ли grow up 
46.В Months of the year 

Диалог 
 

Он родЏлсј и вѕрос в Грѓзии          He was born and grew up in Georgia 
 
Гена: 1 КЌтя, пошлЏ в кинђ! Katya, let’s go to the movies! 

Катя: 2  
3 

Не могѓ.  Я занимЌюсь.  ЗЌвтра у менј экзЌмен 
по истђрии. 

I can’t.  I’m studying.  I have a History exam 
tomorrow. 

Гена: 4 А чем я могѓ тебЎ помђчь? Is there anything I can help you with? 

Катя: 5 Ты не пђмнишь, где родЏлсј СтЌлин? Do you happen to remember where Stalin was 
born? 

Гена: 6 КонЎчно, пђмню.  Он родЏлсј и вѕрос в 
Грѓзии.   

Of course, I remember.  He was born and (he) 
grew up in Georgia. 

Катя: 7 А в какђм мЎсяце он родЏлсј? What month was he born in? 

Гена: 8  
9 

Ѓсли я не ошибЌюсь, у негђ день рождЎния в 
декабрЎ.  Егђ настојщая фамЏлия ДжугашвЏли.

If I’m not mistaken, his birthday is in 
December.  His real last name is Dzhugashvili. 

Катя: 10
11 

А ты пђмнишь, как настојщая фамЏлия 
ЛЎнина? 

And do you remember Lenin’s real last name? 

Гена: 12
13
14 

Ты не знЌешь, что ли?  Егђ настојщая фамЏлия 
Ульјнов. Ѓсли я не ошибЌюсь, у ЛЎнина день 
рождЎния в апрЎле. 

You don’t know?!  His real last name was 
Ulyanov.  If I’m not mistaken Lenin’s birthday 
is in April. 

 
Словарь (Names of the Months in 46.В) 
 
1 пошлЏ кудЌ let’s go (to a place)  (This is actually a Past Tense form used as an Imperative.  

You cannot do this with any verb you want, just with certain forms of go.) 
3 экзЌмен по истђрии history exam  (We’ve seen the phrase экзЌмен по + Subject, but we don’t yet 

know the Case the Subject goes into.  We also had экзЌмен по рѓсскому 
языкѓ. For now just learn these as fixed expressions.) 

5 роди+...ся be born (See 46.Б for details) 
6 вѕрос / вѕросла / вѕросли grew  up  (Past Tense; see 46.Б) 
 Грѓзия Georgia (The birthplace of Stalin, not Jimmy Carter) 
7 мЎсяц month 
8 Ўсли я не ошибЌюсь... 

   ошибЌй+...ся 
If I’m not mistaken  (This is not as bookish in Russian as it sound in English) 
   be mistaken (Repeated-Action verb.  We saw the One-Time Action verb 
ошЏбся / ошЏблась / ошЏблись) 

8 день рождЎния birthday (Literally: day of birth) 
9 фамЏлия last name  (WARNING: False cognate: this word does NOT mean family) 
10 как (твој / егђ / вЌша) 

фамЏлия? 
what is (you / his / your) last name  (See 46.А) 
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46.А Asking / Stating Last Names (Family Names) and Patronymic 
 
Back in Lesson 3 we learned how to ask/state a person’s first name: Как (вас / его / её / тебя) зовут? / Менј 
(егђ / её) зовѓт СЌша  To inquire specifically about a person’s last name use the phrase Как (вЌша / егђ / её / 
твој) фамЏлия?  Note that the noun phrase appears in the Nominative  (there’s nothing in the Accusative, as 
there was when asking for a first name).  The answer is simply Мој / егђ / её / нЌша фамЏлия Ѓльцин / 
Иванђв / Джђнсон, etc. 
 
Remember, фамЏлия doesn’t mean family (which is семьј in Russian), but family name. 
 
We now know the 3 parts of a full Russian name:  
 

ЅМЯ ІТЧЕСТВО ФАМЅЛИЯ 
first name patronymic last name 
ВладЏмир ИльЏч Ульјнов 

МихаЏл СергЎевич Горбачёв 

ЕлЎна ВЏкторовна Иванђва 

НатЌлия МихЌйловна МедвЎдева 
 
Asking / stating a patronymic works the same as last name: Как (вЌше / егђ / её) ђтчество?  Моё (егђ / её) 
ђтчество ВадЏмович/ВадЏмовна, ЕвгЎньевич/ЕвгЎньевна. 
 
   Quick translation 
 
1. What’s your name?  And your last name? 2. What’s his last name? 
3. What’s our professor’s last name? 4. What’s that (male) bore’s last name? 
5. What is his patronymic? 6. My patronymic is (daughter of Roman). 
 
 

46.Б Being Born (роди+...ся) and Growing Up (вѕрос / -ла / -ли) 

 СтЌлин родЏлсј и вѕрос в Грѓзии 
 
Both be born and grow up are used almost exclusively in the Past Tense.   
 
The verb родЏ+...сј be born is a 2nd-conjugation -и+ stem verb, with a somewhat strange stress pattern.  Actually 
patterns.  This verb can be end-stressed in the Past, (which is probably the easiest thing to do).  Or it can have 
shifting stress in the Past (on the stem in all forms except the Feminine, where it is on the end).  As such, 
роди×+...ся is the only 2nd-conjugation verb that has (or can have) shifting stress in the Past.  All other verbs with 
shifting stress in the Past are 1st-conjugation. 
 

я / ты /он родЏлсј 

я / ты /онЌ родилЌсь 

мы / вы / онЏ родЏлЏсь 
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The verb grow up is somewhat irregular, though in the Past it behaves like a standard Greasy Zeke verb.  Note 
that the stress is fixed on the prefix вѕ-.  (We’ll be seeing more instances of stressed вѕ- later on.) 
 

я / ты /он вѕрос 

я / ты /онЌ вѕросла 

мы / вы / онЏ вѕросли 
 
 
Some examples of these two verbs: 
 

Я родЏлсј и вѕрос в МосквЎ. I was born and grew up in Moscow. 

Где вѕросла твој мать?   Where did your mother grow up? 

ОнЌ родилЌсь в ПарЏже, а вѕросла в ЧикЌго. She was born in Paris, but she grew up in Chicago. 

ОнЏ родЏлЏсь и вѕросли в СибЏри. They were born and grew up in Siberia. 
 
   Say where the person was born and grew up. 
 
1. ЛЎнин / РоссЏя 2. Мадђнна / МЏчиган 3. ОнЏ / Ђнглия 

4. БорЏс / МосквЌ 5. РЏта / Петербѓрг 6. РЎйган / Иллинђйс 
7. Жак / ПарЏж 8. Его женЌ / Лђндон 9. КлЏнтон / АрканзЌс 

10. Их дЎти / Принстон 11. Кто / ЧикЌго? 12. Мой отЎц / СибЏрь 
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46.В Months 

 
You don’t know how lucky you are with the names of the months in Russian.  As you can see, they’re all 
cognates.  In several Slavic languages the months are native Slavic words, derived either from the name of a 
particular tree that blossoms that month or some other hard to remember term.  
  Listen and repeat.  The Prepositional Case (в + month) will also be read. 
 

январь΄ January в январЎ in January 
февраль΄ February в февралЎ in February 
март March в мЌрте in March 
апрЎль April в апрЎле in April 
май May в мЌе ({май+{E}) in May 
иїнь June в иїне in June 
иїль July в иїле in July 
Ќвгуст August в Ќвгусте in August 
сентябрь΄ September в сентябрЎ in September 
октябрь΄ October в октябрЎ in October 
ноябрь΄ November в ноябрЎ in November 
декабрь΄ December в декабрЎ in December 

 
Notes on the Months: 
 

1) All the months are Masculine.  Just keep март or Ќвгуст in mind and remember that all the months are the 
same gender (so don’t get confused by the soft sign in сентјбрь, октјбрь, etc.). 

2) Don’t capitalize the months in Russian.  And don’t capitalize я!  (Some of you are still making this mistake!) 

3) Stress: Note that the Spring and Summer months (март – Ќвгуст) are stem-stressed, while the Fall and 
Winter months (сентјбрь – феврЌль) are end-stressed. 

 
Spring/Summer:               
Stem Stressed 

Fall/Winter:                   
End-Stressed 

март - Ќвгуст сентябрь´ - февраль´ 
  Say what month the person was born in.  The question В какђм мЎсяце? will be read each time: 
 
1. БорЏс / May 2. ТЌня / June 3. Марк / August 4. НЏна / January 

5. Их дђчери / October 6. Ѕра /January 7. ВЌдик / February 8. ВЎра / November 

9. ПЎтя / March 10. Они / July 11. Мы / September  12. ЛЎнин / April 
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 Exercise 1 Answer as truthfully as you wish: 
 

1.  В какђм мЎсяце вы родЏлЏсь? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  В какђм мЎсяце родЏлсј ваш отец? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  В какђм мЎсяце родилЌсь вЌша мать? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  В какђм мЎсяце родЏлсј брат / родилЌсь сестрЌ? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  В какђм мЎсяце родЏлсј Джордж ВЌшингтон? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  КогдЌ игрЌют в футбђл в АмЎрике?  (You don’t need an overt subject in the answer.  Use the онЏ-form.) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  В какђм мЎсяце начинЌется (begin) пЎрвый семЎстр в ПрЏнстоне? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  В какђм мЎсяце кончЌется (end) пЎрвый семЎстр в ПрЏнстоне?   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  Какђй ваш любЏмый мЎсяц? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  Какђй мЎсяц вы не лїбите? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Где вы родЏлЏсь и вѕросли?   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  Где родЏлсј и вѕрос ваш отец? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

13.  Где родилЌсь и вѕросла вЌша мать? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Exercise 2 Translate: 
 

1.  -- What is your last name?  -- Now my last name is Трђцкий, but my real last name is БронштЎйн. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  -- What month was Masha born in?  -- If I am not mistaken, she was born in May.  She was born and grew 
up in Trenton. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Tomorrow is Dima’s birthday. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


