
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

64-1 

Диалог
The Dative doesn't hold a candle to the Instrumental 

 
Повторение 

Review of Lessons 58-63 
and Story parts 10-11 

Диалог 
 

ДЌтельный творЏтельному падежѓ в подмётки не годЏтся 
The Dative doesn’t hold a candle to the Instrumental Case 

 
ДЌша: 1 Какђй падЎж тебЎ бђльше всегђ понрЌвился? Which (grammatical)case did you most of all? 

Вђва: 2  
3  
4 

Ты всегдЌ задаёшь очень трѓдные вопрђсы. 
СначЌла мне не понрЌвился именЏтельный 
падЎж. 

You always ask very difficult questions. At first I 
didn’t like Nominative Case. 

ДЌша: 5 А в чём бѕло дЎло? What was the problem? 

Вђва: 6  
7  
8  

Не знЌю. А винЏтельный падЎж мне очень 
понрЌвился. РодЏтельный, конЎчно, все лїбят. 
И он мне тђже очень понрЌвился. 

I don’t know. But I really liked Accusative. 
Everyone, of course, likes Genitive. And I liked 
it too. 

ДЌша: 9 
10 

А предлђжный? ТебЎ понрЌвился предлђжный 
падЎж? 

How about Prepositional (Locative)? Did you 
like Prepositional (Locative) Case? 

Вђва: 11 
12 

ЧЎстно говорј, он мне не очень понрЌвился. А 
я прђсто в востђрге от дЌтельного падежЌ. 

To be honest, I didn’t like it very much. But I am 
simply in ecstasy over Dative Case. 

ДЌша: 13 
14 
15 
16  

Да, я тебј хорошђ понимЌю. ДЌтельный 
потрясЌющий падЎж. Но дЌтельный 
творЏтельному падежѓ в подмётки не 
годЏтся. ТворЏнтельный тебЎ очень понрЌвится.

I know what you mean. The Dative is a fantastic 
Case. But Dative doesn’t hold a candle to 
Instrumental Case. You’re going to love 
Instrumental Case. 

 
The names of the Cases will not appear on any exam, but you should be able to recite them in class when asked «Какђй это 
падЎж?» 
 
1 падеж΄ grammatical case 

1 бђльше всегђ most of all (Used very often with нрЌви+...ся // по-) 

3 именЏтельный Nominative (Related to the noun Џмя) 

6 винЏтельный Accusative (Related to the verb обвини+  accuse) 

7 родЏтельный Genitive (Related to the noun родЏтели ) 

9 предлђжный Prepositional (Related to the noun предлђг preposition) 

11 чЎстно говорј to be honest; honestly speaking  (In case you’re wondering говорј is a 
Gerund, a form we won’t really examine this year.) 

12 дЌтельный Dative (Related to the noun дать give) 

15 творЏтельный Instrumental (Related to the verb твори+  create) 

15 в подмётки не годЏ+...ся + Dative 
 
ОнЏ тебЎв подмётки не годјтся. 

not to hold a candle to; not to be worthy of (Lit.: not to be worthy of being 
the sole of a shoe to someone/something) 
They’re not worthy of you.. 
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REVIEW OF LESSONS 58-63, STORY PARTS 10-11 
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Dative Pronouns 

 
NOMINATIVE DATIVE 

 я  мне 
 ты  тебЎ 
 он, оно  (н)емѓ 
 она  (н)ей 
 мы  нам 
 вы  вам 
 они  (н)им 
 кто  комѓ 
 что  чемѓ 
 никтђ  никомѓ 
 ничегђ   ничемѓ 

 
 
 

Like and Love: нрЌви+...ся  versus люби+ 
 

 НРЂВИ+...СЯ // ПО- ЛЮБИ
×+ 

Impression / reaction (like / 
love) 

МоЎй млЌдшей сестрЌ очень понрЌвился 
«ТитЌник» 

Вера тебе понрЌвится. 
НЕТ! 

Established relation to thing / 
person / activity (like / love – 
but not romantic) 

Моемѓ брЌту очень нрЌвится ДостоЎвский. 

Какая вђдка тебЎ нрЌвится? 

Мне нрЌвиться пђздно вставЌть 

Мой брат лїбит ДостоЎвского. 

Какую вђдку ты лїбишь? 

Я не люблї рЌно вставЌть. 

Romantic feelings (love) НЕТ! 
Я тебя люблї! 

Мђника любЏла БЏлла, а тепЎрь 
она бђльше не лїбит его. 

 
Syntax of Sentences With нрЌви+...ся::  The “liker” appears in the Dative, the “thing liked” is in Nominative, 
which controls agreement on the Verb нрЌви+...ся. 
 
 
 

Summary of time expressions with prepositions 
 

MEASUREMENT OF TIME I.E. FORM EXAMPLES 
Less than a week: hours, days в + ACC в два часЌ; в дЎсть часђв; в эту суббђту; 

в прђшлый втђрник  

A week:  на + PREP на этой недЎле; на слЎдующей недЎле 

More than a week: months, years в + PREP в прошлђм мЎсяце; в слЎдующем годѓ 
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Age expressions 
 
 PERSON (IN DAT) + NUMBER + YEAR 
МоЎй мЌтери сђрок вђсемь лет My mother is 48 (years old). 
Моемѓ стЌршему брЌту двЌдцать один год My older brother is 21 (years old). 
Маше трЏдцать четыре гђда Masha’s 34 (years old). 

 
To ask the question How old … ? use Скђлько лет + {person in the Dative}?  
In the answer you can often leave out the word год/гђда/лет  (since it’s pretty clear what you’re talking about.) 
 
    one or the other 
СКОЛЬКО + {PRONOUN  +} YEAR {+ NOUN} 

Сколько  лет твоЎй мЌтери? How old is your mother? 
Сколько тебЎ лет?  How old are you? 

  
• Past and Future 
 
Use бѕло (был if одЏн is involved) or бѓдет: 
 

КогдЌ Боре бѕло десять лет, он эмигрЏровал из РоссЏи в 
АмЎрику. 

 Borya emigrated from Russia to America when he was 10 

КогдЌ мне бѓдет сорок лет, я бѓду рабђтать в престЏжном 
клѓбе в ПрЏнстоне. 

When I am (= will be) 40, I will be working in a prestigious 
eating club at Princeton. 

 
• Turning and age 
 
To express turning an age, use the verb испђлни+…ся in place of a form of be:  
 
With years ending in 1 + год, the verb will agree with it in the 3rd person MASC Sg.  
With ALL OTHER NUMBERS, it will be in the 3rd person NEUT Sg.  
  

В мЌе ей испђлнилось два гђда. She turned two in May. 
В январЎ мне испђлнилось сђрок лет. I turned 40 in January. 
В апрЎле Юле испђлнился двадцать одЏн год. Julia turned 21 in April. 
КогдЌ тебЎ испђлнится / бѓдет двадцать лет? When will you be (turn/ be) 20? 
В январЎ ей испђлнится / бѓдет тридцать один год. She turns (= will turn / will be) 31 in January. 

 
• Guesstimating age 
 
When guesstimating (i.e., approximating) years, hours, etc., THE NOUN AND THE NUMBER SWITCH PLACES. That is 
why in this particular expression the noun precedes the number. 
 
The formula is: Я бы дал(Ќ) + Person in Dat + Year (год/гђда/лет) + Number 
 
Я БЫ ДАЛ(Ђ) PERSON 

(DAT) 
(YEAR) NUMBER  

Я бы далЌ ей (гђда) двадцать три. She looks like she’s about 23 (years old). 
Я бы дал емѓ (лет) двадцать. He looks like he’s about 20 (years old). 
Я бы далЌ ТамЌре (лет)  сорок. I would say Tamara’s about 40 (years old). 
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The Plural Nounjective все all  

 
NOM  все 

⇑ 
Inanimate 

ACC Animate 
⇓ 

GEN  всех 
PREP  всех 
DAT  всем 

 
Все моЏ друзьј учЏлись в чЌстной шкђле. All my friends went to private school. 
Я вЏдел всех слонђв. I saw all the elephants. 
Љто подЌрок для всех моЏх профессорђв. This is a present for all my professors. 
Он был во всех клѓбах. He was in all the clubs. 
Я завЏдую всем студЎнтам в БрЌуне. I envy all the students at Brown. 

 
 

 
 

-то vs. -нибѓдь  
 

SOME- ANY- (EVER) 
-то, -нибѓдь -нибѓдь 

 
Basically, the particle -то refers to an un-named but specific, concrete item (person, place, etc.), while -нибудь refers to an 
un-named but not specific item (person, place, etc.).  
 
Generally, -нибудь is found in: 1) Questions; 2) statements about the Future; 3) Conditional statements (remember бы?); 4) 
Commands, while -то occurs in statements about the Present or the Past 
 

Examples with -нибудь 

Кто-нибѓдь звонЏл? Did anyone call? 
Вы когдЌ-нибѓдь ссђритесь с родЏтелями? Do you ever fight with your parents? 
Ѓсли бы онЌ что-нибѓдь купЏла, я бы её убЏл. If she had bought anything (something), I would 

have killed her. 
 
Nice rule about Aspect:  After когдЌ-нибѓдь Past-Tense verbs must appear in the Imperfective: 
 

Ты когдЌ-нибѓдь покупЌл икрѓ? How you ever bought caviar? 
Он когдЌ-нибѓдь помогЌл дјде? Did he ever help (his) uncle? 

 
Examples with -то 
 

ОнЌ что-то купЏла для тебј. She bought something for you. 
Бђря комѓ-то сказЌл об ітом. Borya told someone about it. 
Кто-то что-то готђвит на кѓхне. Someone is making something in the kitchen. 
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More Verbs That Unexpectedly Govern the Dative 
 

 
завЏдова+  envy 
 
сочѓвствова+  sympathize with 
 
мешЌй+  bother someone; prevent someone from doing something 

 
Я никомѓ не завЏдую. I don’t envy anyone. 
Я ђчень сочѓвствую ітим бЎдным студЎтнам. I really sympathize with those poor students. 
ОтстЌнь от менј.  Ты мне мешЌешь. Get away from me.  You’re bothering me. 
ОнЌ мешЌет емѓ спать. She’s keeping him from sleeping. 

 
 

Prepositions That Govern the Dative 
 

к (motion) towards 
 
по 1) on days of the week; 2) exam/grade in (course); 3) opinion 

 
СЌра подошлЌ к МЏте и сказЌла «ПривЎт». Sara walked up to Mitya and said “Hi”. 
ОнЌ рабђтает по понедЎльникам и средЌм. She works on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
ЗЌвтра у менј экзЌмен по рѓсскому языкѓ. I have a Russian exam tomorrow.  
По-мђему, он дурЌк! In my opinion, he’s a fool. 

 
 

Комѓ хђчется – Feel like doing something 
 
Often instead of having Nominative subject with the verb хотЎть, you find a Dative “subject” with non-agreeing 
хђчется (fixed in the Neuter Third Singular).  This use adds the meaning Person feels like doing something: 
 

Мне не хђчется занимЌться. I don’t feel like studying. 
Емѓ спать хђчется  He feels like sleeping. 

 
 

The Dative of Experience 
 

The “experiencer” appears in the Dative, and a Adverb (or Neuter Short-Form Adjective, if you so desire) is used 
to express feeling.  The Neuter Third Singular of be is used in the Past and Future: 
 

Мне скѓчно. I’m bored. 
Ей бѕло хђлодно? Was she cold? 
ТебЎ бѓдет жЌрко. You’ll be (too) hot. 

 
A related construction is комѓ всё равнђ Person doesn’t care, which can mean either that the Person is uncaring 
(doesn’t care if someone is suffering) or that either of several choices is acceptable to the Person: 
 

Емѓ всё равнђ, что онЌ плЌчет. He doesn’t care that she’s crying. 
Мне всё равнђ в какђй ресторЌн мы идём. I don’t care which restaurant we go to. 
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Нѓж(е)н: Needing a thing 

   
The most typical word order is:    Needer (DAT)  >  нѓж(е)н  >  Thing needed (NOM). 
 
The verb can appear either before or after нѓж(е)н: be 
 
The form нѓж(е)н has a strange stress pattern – stem-stressed in the Masc and Neut: нѓжен, нѓжно, but end-stressed for 
Fem and Pl: нужнЌ, нужнѕ. 
 

Мне нужнЌ рѓчка. I need a pen. 
Комѓ нѓжно мѕло? Who needs soap? 
Кђле бѕл нѓжен карандЌш. Kolya needed a penci.l 
НЌм бѓдут нужнѕ дЎньги. We’re going to need money. 

 
 

НЌдо, дђлж(е)н  needing/having to do something 
 
• НЌдо 
 
Another Dative construction: (Person-DAT) + нЌдо (+ be Neut 3sg: unstressed) + Infinitive. Since there is nothing in the 
NOM, this is another one of our impersonal constructions. 
 
The person who has to do the thing expressed by the infinitive is optional when it’s understood or a general statement.  
 
Note that in the Past and Future нЌдо + the form of be (было/будет) forms a unit which is pronounced with the stress on 
нЌдо; было/будет is unstressed. 
 
PERSON (DAT) НЂДО  (+ UNSTRESSED BE) INFINITIVE  
 Нам  нЌдо подарЏть мЌтери цветѕ. We have to give Mom flowers. 
 Ей  нЌдо было занимЌться всю ночь. She had to study all night. 
 ИвЌну  нЌдо будет убрЌть все эти кђмнаты. Ivan will have to clean all these rooms. 
 
• Дђлж(е)н 
 
In the story we saw the Adjective дђлж(е)н, должнЌ, должнђ, должнѕ, which translates as should. As in English, there is 
often an overlap between have to, must, and should. Before we look at the differences in meaning between дђлжен and 
нЌдо, let’s look at the difference in syntax: 
 

NOM subject  >  дђлж(е)н  >  be  >  Infinitive 
 
As we saw just above, нЌдо is impersonal: it is an unchanging form used with a DAT person and a Neut 3sg form of be. 
Дђлж(е)н, on the other hand, is an adjective which agrees with the NOM subject in Number and Gender. Like нЌдо, it is 
also used with an Infinitive: 
 
For the Past and Future the verb be must also agree with the NOM subject in Number and Gender. The one (seemingly 
arbitrary) restriction with дђлж(е)н is that the verb be must follow дђлж(е)н: 
 

 
SUBJ. (NOM) ДІЛЖ(Е)Н BE INFINITIVE  

 Я (ВЌдик) дђлжен (был/бѓду) ей помђчь. I have/had/will have to help her. 
 Ты (ГЌля) должнЌ (былЌ/бѓдешь) почЏстить ковёр. You have/had/will have to clean the carpet. 
 Он дђлжен (был/бѓдет) испЎчь торт. He has/had/will have to bake a cake. 
 Вы должнѕ (бѕли/бѓдете) убрЌть квартЏру. Y’all have/had/will have to clean the apartment. 
 ОнЏ должнѕ (бѕли/бѓдут) помѕть посѓду. They have/had/will have to wash the dishes. 
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Тђже and also; too  
 
The only difference between a sentence with тђже and the orignal sentence (besides the word тђже) is the “logical” subject. 
The predicate (which is everything in the sentence except the subject) must not change. Simply paste on a new subject and 
add тђже following the subject. 
 
It is much better to translate тђже too because like тђже, too must follow the word or phrase it modifies. 
 

Саша игрЌет в тЎннис. Я тђже игрЌю в тЎннис Sasha plays tennis. I play tennis too. 
Эта кнЏга стђит дЎсять рублЎй. И эта кнЏга тђже стђит 
дЎсять рублЎй. 

This book costs 10 rubles. And this book costs 10 rubles 
too. 

Саше жЌрко. Мне тђже жЌрко. Sasha is hot. I’m hot too. 
 
When the predicate is negated, тђже shows up as not … either in English: 
 

Маша не бѓдет пить сегђдня. Я тђже не бѓду пить. Masha is not going to drink tonight. I’m not going to drink 
either. 

 
 

Manage to do something: Комѓ удалђсь + Infinitive 
 
To express the idea that Person managed to do something, use a Dative “subject” together with удалђсь followed 
by an Infinitive, normally the Perfective: 
 

Мне удалђсь егђ уговорЏть. I managed to convince him. 
Нам не удалђсь закрѕть дверь. We didn’t manage to close the door. 

 
 

АкцЎнт 
 
You can’t have a хорђший акцЎнт in Russian; акцЎнт means a foreign accent.   
 

У негђ лёгкий рѓсский акцЎнт. He has a slight Russian accent. 
У неё сЏльный англЏйский акцЎнт. She has a heavy English accent. 

 
 
 

Perfective Future use of забѓд+ 
 
Normally when the Verb forget is used in the Future the Perfective is used.  The stem is {забѓд+ / забѕ+} 
 

Я никогдЌ не забѓду ітот день. I’ll never forget this day. 
Он менј забѓдет. He’ll forget me. 

 
 
Arrive / Leave (By Vehicle)     приезжЌй+ // {приЎд+ / приЎха+} уезжЌй+ // {уЎд+ / уЎха+} 

 
Both Verbs have similar stems in both the Imperfective and Perfective, the only difference is in the prefixes – 
при- (arrive) versus у- (leave).  Both Verbs can combine with both в + Accusative and из + Genitive: 
 
 

Он зЌвтра приЎдет в Москвѓ. He’s arriving in Moscow tomorrow. 

Мы уезжЌем в ЧикЌго в срЎду. We’re leaving for Chicago on Wednesday. 

КогдЌ вы приезжЌете из ПарЏжа? When are you arriving from Paris? 

ОнЌ уЎхала из СовЎтского Соїза. She left the Soviet Union. 
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X Interests Y 

 
The subject (music, cars, Russian grammar) is in the Nominative and the person is the Direct Object of the Verb 
интересовЌ+  (which agrees with the Nominative) 
 

Моегђ брЌта интерсѓет мѓзыка. My brother is interested in music. 

РЌньше менј интересовЌли машЏны. I used to be interested in cars. 
 
 
 

Summary of the Imperative 
 

 STEM IMPERATIVE 
1)  Stems ending in -й (or й+Vowel): 

keep -й(те) 
читЌй+ 
танцѓй+ 
смеј+...ся 
стој+ 

читЌй(те) 
танцѓй(те) 
смЎйся 
стђй(те) 

2)  End-stressed stems: add -Џ(те) 
 
 
 * Mutation only in -a+ verbs 

говорЏ+ 
помог+

× 
вернѓ+ 
пис а×+ 
куп и×+ 

говорЏ(те) 
помогЏ(те) 
вернЏ(те) 
пишЏ(те) 
купЏ(те) 

3)  Stem-stressed stems: add –ь(те); 
 Consonant cluster: add -и(те) 

вЎри+ 
пђмни+ 

вЎрь(те) 
пђмни(те) 

 
 

+ PERFECTIVE – IMPERFECTIVE 
Открђй(те) окнђ. Не открывЌй окнђ. 
ДЌй емѓ ключЏ. Не давЌй ей дЎньги. 

 
There are many, many exceptions to the rule that Positive Command = Perfective, Negative Command + 
Imperfective. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Fill in the blanks.  Use " to save time 
 

 my favorite film his stuffy room this beautiful place 

Nom    

Acc    

Gen    

Prep    

Dat    

Nom    

Acc    

Gen    

Prep    

Dat    

 
 



64-й урок Домашнее задание 

64-11 

 УпражнЎние 2 Verb-a-thon 
 
стучЌ+ knock 
 

хранЏ+ keep вернѓ+...ся return 

Present 

я ___________________________ 

мы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Past 

он _________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

Present 

я ___________________________ 

мы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Past 

он _________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

Present 

я ___________________________ 

мы __________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Past 

он _________________________ 

онЌ _________________________ 

онЏ _________________________ 

Infinitive 

_____________________________ 

Imperative 

_____________________________ 

 
 УпражнЎние 3  Translate into Russian.   

 
1. My older brother needs space on (his) desk. 

2. They arrived from Moscow on Saturday. 

3. Vera works in a restaurant on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
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4. For the life of me, I don’t remember. 

5. I would guestimate that Viktor is 20 years. 

6. Don’t bother me!  I’m studying. 

7. I envy those French actresses. 

8. I’m certain everyone will like the concert. 

9. + Did anyone call?  - Yes, some woman called.  (Use Imperfective for both Verbs.) 

10. + We’re hot.  - I don’t care. 

 


