
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

71-1 

Диалоги
“I thought I was going to major in Chemistry” 

Грамматика 
71.A Stating your major 
71.Б The Instrumental of ’Being’ 

Я дѓмала, что моЎй специЌльностью бѓдет хЏмия 
I thought I was going to major in Chemistry 

 
МарЏна 1  

2 
Кем ты хотЎл стать, когдЌ ты учЏлся в 
ПрЏнстоне? 

What did you want to be(come) when you 
studied at Princeton? 

СлЌва 3  
4  
5 

СначЌла я хотЎл стать инженЎром. Но когдЌ я 
был на пЎрвом кѓрсе и прослѓшал кѓрс фЏзики, 
я передѓмал. А ты кем хотЎла стать? 

First I wanted to be(come) an engineer. But 
when I was a freshman and took a physics 
course, I changed my mind. And what did you 
want to be(come)? 

МарЏна 6  
7  
8  
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

КогдЌ я былЌ на пЎрвом кѓрсе, я хотЎла стать 
врачђм. Я дѓмала, что моЎй специЌльностью 
бѓдет хЏмия. А потђм я передѓмывала раз 
дЎсять. В концЎ концђв я решЏла учЏться на 
факультЎте политолђгии. Потђм я дѓмала, что 
хочѓ стать адвокЌтом, но когдЌ я рабђтала в 
престЏжной адвокЌтской фЏрме в Бђстоне, я 
познакђмилась со мнђгими адвокЌтами, и онЏ 
все мне показЌлись такЏми занѓдами! 

When I was a freshman, I wanted to be(come) a 
doctor. I thought that my major would be 
chemistry. But then I changed my mind about 
ten times. I finally decided to major in Political 
Science (Politics). I thought that I wanted to 
be(come) a lawyer, but when I was working at a 
prestigious law firm in Boston, I met a lot of 
lawyers and they all seemed to me to be (a 
bunch of) bores. 

СлЌва 15 Как іто «занѓдами»? Мој женЌ адвокЌт! What do you mean ‘bores’? My wife’s a lawyer!

 
 
 
Словарь (Below we have included a list of majors and professions. You are not responsible for these, 
though you should be able to talk about yourself.) 
 

1 станов и×+…ся // стЌн+ + INST become (Note: Imperfective has -ся; Perfective doesn’t!) 

7 специЌльность (F) major; specialty (note hard-indicating а after another vowel – foreign borrowing) 

9 в концЎ концђв finally; at the very end; in the long run; in the final analysis (lit.: at the end of 
ends) 

9 уч и×+…ся на  major in (See below) 

10 факультЎт (на) department (in university); school of … (See below) 

12 адвокЌтская фЏрма Guess 

13 знакђми+…ся // по- c(o) кем meet (for the first time); get acquainted with 

14 каз а×+…ся // по- + INST seem to someone to be 
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71.А Stating Your Major 
 
Because the educational system in Russia differs rather dramatically from ours, it’s difficult to give an exact 
translation for the phrase I’m majoring in... (Higher education in Russia in a nutshell: First we should say that 
since the fall of Communism, the educational system has been changing rapidly. Many private colleges have 
appeared, though the major state universities (singular университЎт) and institutes (singular инститѓт) are still 
in place. The main difference between college in Russia and the U.S. is that in Russia you apply directly to a 
specific department (факультЎт) which itself may be divided into smaller areas of study (кЌфедра). In some 
cases, these факультЎты correspond to an entire ‘school’ / ‘college’ (School of Engineering, Law School, etc.). 
 
To ask about / state one’s major:  
 
• Use the phrase учи×+...ся на +  
 
1) факультЎте (Prepositional) + Genitive of department name 
 

На какђм факультЎте ты ѓчишься? What’s your major? 
Я учѓсь на факультЎте антрополђгии. I’m an Anthropology major. 
Он бѓдет учЏться на факультЎте искѓсства. He’s going to be an Art major. 
Мој мать учЏлась на факультЎте сравнЏтельной 
литератѓры. 

My mother was a Comp Lit major. 

 
Some department names consist of an adjective, which appears before факультЎте, also in the Prepositional: 
 

ОнЌ ѓчится на инженЎрном факультЎте. She’s an Engineering major. 
ОнЏ ѓчатся на экономЏческом факультЎте. They’re Econ majors. 

 
For those departments that have an adjectival form, you can often form an abbreviation by taking the first part of 
the department name and attach -фЌк. (See list below for abbreviated names. As you can see, not all departments 
have an abbreviated form.)  Yes, American students really like to say these. 
 

Он ѓчится на физфЌке. He’s a Physics major. 
Мђй брат собирЌется учЏться на биофЌке. My brother plans on majoring in Biology. 
Я учѓсь на химфЌке. I’m a Chem major. 

 
• Just use the noun специЌльность + Nominative 
 

КакЌя у тебј специЌльность? What’s your major? 
Мој специЌльность – славјнские языкЏ и 
литератѓра. 

My major is Slavic Languages and Literatures. 

Егђ специЌльность – англЏйская литератѓра. He’s an English major. 
У МЌши специЌльность – политолђгия Masha’s a Politics (Political Science) major. 

 
To talk about the future, put the phrase with специЌльность into the Instrumental (but keep the name of the 
major in the Nominative – more on this below): 
 

МоЎй специЌльностью бѓдет астрофЏзика. I’m going to major in Astrophysics. 

Её специЌльностью бѓдет истђрия. She’s going to be a History major. 
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MAJORS (NOTE THAT NOT ALL DEPARTMENTS ALLOW THE -фЌк form) 
Anthropology антрополђгия Geology геолђгия; геологЏческий 

факультЎт; геофЌк 
Art искѓсство German немЎцкие языкЏ и литератѓра 
Archeology  археолђгия History истђрия; исторЏческий 

факультЎт; истфЌк 
Astrophysics астрофЏзика Mathematics матемЌтика; математЏческий 

факультЎт; матфЌк  
Biology биолђгия; биологЏческий 

факультЎт; биофЌк 
Music мѓзыка; музыкЌльный 

факультЎт 
Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology 

эколђгия и эволюциђнная 
биолђгия 

Near Eastern Studies ближневостђчный факультЎт 

Molecular Biology молекулјрная биолђгия Philosophy филосђфия; филосђфский 
факультЎт; филфЌк 

Chemistry хЏмия; химЏческий 
факультЎт; химфЌк 

Physics фЏзика; физЏкческий 
факультЎт; физфЌк 

Classics антЏчные языкЏ и литератѓра Politics / Political Science политолђгия 
Comparative Literature сравнЏтельная литератѓра Psychology  психолђгия 
Computer Science вычислЏтельная тЎхника и 

программЏрование 
(информЌтика) 

Religion релЏгия 

East Asian Studies востђчный факультЎт Romance Languages ромЌнские языкЏ и 
литератѓра 

Economics эконђмика; экономЏческий 
факультЎт; экономфЌк 

Slavic Languages славјнские языкЏ и 
литератѓра ☺ 

Engineering инженЎрный факультЎт Sociology социолђгия 
English англЏйский язык и 

литератѓра 
  

 
 

PROFESSIONS 
Actress / Actor актёр / актрЏса Journalist журналЏст 
Artist худђжник Lawyer адвокЌт 
Ballerina балерЏна Mailman почтальђн 
Banker банкЏр Mathematician  матемЌтик 
Blue collar worker рабђчий / -ая Nurse (Female / Male) медсестрЌ / медбрат 
Bookkeeper  бухгЌлтер Physicist  фЏзик 
Businessman бизнесмЎн Pilot лётчик 
Chemist хЏмик Policeman полицЎйский 
Computer Programmer программЏст Politician полЏтик 
Doctor врач / дђктор Psychologist психђлог 
Driver (taxi / bus ) шофёр (таксЏ / автђбуса) Salesman / Saleswoman продавЎц / продавщЏца 
Editor редЌктор Senator сенЌтор 
Engineer инженЎр Stock Broker брђкер 
Hairdresser парикмЌхер / -ша Tailor портнђй 
Housewife домохозјйка Teacher (high school) учЏтель / учЏтельница 
Insurance Agent страховђй агЎнт   
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Listen and repeat  

 
1. На какђм факультЎте ты ѓчишься? 2. Я учѓсь на биофЌке. 

3. На какђм факультЎте учЏлся твой брат? 4. УмЌ не приложѓ, почемѓ я решЏл учЏться на 
факультЎте астрофЏзики. 

5. КакЌя у тебј специЌльность? 6. Мој специЌльность – англЏйская литератѓра. 

7. Он ѓчится на физфЌке. 8. Мђей специЌльностью бѓдет филосђфия. 
9. На какђм факультЎте ѓчатся сЌмые ѓмные 

студЎнты? 
10. СЌмые ѓмные студЎнты, конЎчно, ѓчатся на 

факультЎте славјнских языкђв и литератѓры 
 
 

71.Б The Instrumental of “Being” 
 
The Instrumental is often found in constructions that express existence – often where the verb be is either overt or 
strongly implied. With some verbs the Instrumental is required, with others it depends on the meaning. First let’s 
look at verbs that require the Instrumental. Any noun or adjective after these verbs will appear in the Instrumental. 
 
станов и

×
+...ся // стЌн+ кем/чем    become / be 

 
ВЏка хђчет стать профЎссором. Vika wants to be(come) a professor. 

Я стЌну президЎнтом! I’m going to be(come) president! 

КогдЌ он стЌл такЏм ленЏвым? When did he become so lazy? 

Мой стЌрший брат учЏлся на филфЌке, а потђм 
стал врачђм. 

My brother majored in Philosophy and then 
became a doctor. 

Љтот фильм станђвится скѓчным. This film is getting (=becoming) boring. 
 
 
Кем рабђтает Person (Nominative)? 
 
You can also ask the question Кем рабђтает Person (Nominative)? What does PERSON work as?  The answer is 
normally just in the Nominative: 
 

-- Кем рабђтает твой отЎц?  -- Он адвокЌт. - What does your father do for a living?  -- He’s a 
lawyer. 

-- Кем рабђтает твој сестрЌ? -- ОнЌ инженЎр. - What does your sister do for a living?  -- She’s 
an engineer. 

 
Say who became / wants to become / will become what  

 
1. Я / врач (will become) 2. Никтђ / страховђй агЎнт (wants to become) 
3. Он / инженЎр (became) 4. Их мать / адвокЌт (wanted to become) 
5. РЌя / извЎстная балерЏна (became) 6. Все / извЎстный (want to become)  
7. Мой млЌдший брат / ђчень ленЏвый (became) 8. Кто / лётчик? (will become) 
9. Егђ стЌршая сестрЌ / редЌктор (became) 10. ГЌлина тЎтя / актрЏса (will become) 
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каза

×
+...ся // по- комѓ чем/кем    seem (to someone-Dative) to be (Instrumental) 

 
Three Cases here:  1) Nominative – the thing or person that is being described – the subject of the sentence. 
   2) Dative – the person to whom the subject seems (to be a certain way) 
   3) Instrumental – the characterization of the subject of the sentence 
 
(In this construction you can strongly sense the implied to be.) 
 

ОнЏ мне кЌжутся снђбами. They seem to me (to be) snobs. 

ОнЌ тебе не кЌжется скѓчной? Does she seem (to be) boring to you? 

Все адвокЌты емѓ кЌжутся гЎниями. To him all lawyers seem to be geniuses. 

  

  
 
 

Say who seems (seemed) how to someone (Subject listed first). For past use Perfective. 
 
Example: Он / я / такђй нахЌл (present) ⇒ Он мне кЌжется такЏм нахЌлом. 
 
1. Он / я / хорђший человЎк (present) 2. Этот адвокЌт / онЌ / глѓпый (past) 
3. Ѕнна / все / занѓда (past) 4. Мој подрѓга / ты / талЌнтливая певЏца? 

(present) 

5. Все студЎнты в ПрЏнстоне / Серёжа / гЎнии 
(present) 

6. Все эти фЏзики / он / дурЌк (present) 

7. ОнЌ / мы / дѓра (Female дурЌк) (past) 8. Её послЎдний фильм / вы / скѓчный? (past) 

9. Курс рѓсского языкЌ / все студЎнты / трѓдный 
(present) 

10. Всё / ВЌдик / лёгкий (present) 
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The Case on Nouns and Adjectives after the verb {бѓд+ / бы+}: 
ИменЏтельный vs. ТворЏтельный 

 
We should first say that this is a really tricky question, one on which many dissertations and scholarly articles 
have been written. Perhaps the biggest problem is that in some circumstances the use of Instrumental vs. 
Nominative varies from speaker to speaker. We’ve witnessed a husband insisting the Instrumental should be used, 
while the wife stands firm on Nominative. So, besides not wanting to break up any relationships, we hope to make 
it clear that there are no easy answers to this question of grammar. 
 
• Past Tense – был/Ќ/и with either Nominative or Instrumental 
 
First note that proper nouns and pronouns always appear in the Nominative, regardless of word order. The other 
noun phrase, which characterizes the subject, may appear in either the Intrumental or the Nominative – it really 
seems to vary from speaker to speaker.  Of course, the verb бы×+  is used: 
 

Толстђй был очень 
талЌнтливый писЌтель Nom 
талЌнтливым писЌтелем Instr Tolstoy was a very talented writer 

ПЎрвый человЎк Nom 
ПЎрвым человЎком Instr 

в кђсмосе был Њрий ГагЌрин
  The first person in outer space was Yuri Gagarin. 

РЌньше онЏ бѕли 
бЎдные Nom 
бЎдными Instr They used to be poor. 

 
 
There are some finer distinctions that we will not get into this year. The key for now is for you to be able to 
recognize this use of the Instrumental – and not be thrown off when you come across it in your readings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Present Tense – No Verb, Nominative Only 
 
We saw this construction starting practically from the first lesson. No overt verb appears, and both phrases appear 
in the Nominative. Normally a hyphen is used preceding a noun (phrase) – but not before a bare adjective. 
 

Толстђй – мой любЏмый писЌтель. Tolstoy is my favorite writer. 

Говорјт, что Нью-Йђрк – опЌсный гђрод. They say that New York is a dangerous city. 

Мој тётя – адвокЌт.  My aunt is a lawyer. 

Он – дурЌк.  He is a fool. 

ОнЌ ѓмная. She’s smart. 

ОнЏ ленЏвые. They’re lazy. 
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• Future Tense – бѓду/ бѓдешь, etc. with Instrumental  
 
The noun (or adjective) phrase following бѓд+ normally appears in the Instrumental (though Nominative is not 
impossible). Again, keep proper nouns and pronouns in the Nominative, regardless of word order. This is often 
equivalent to the verb станови×+...ся // стЌн+. 
 

По-мђему, МЏша бѓдет извЎстным актёром. I think Misha will be(come) a famous actor. 

Ты бѓдешь богЌтым! You will become rich. 

ПЎрвой жЎнщиной на ЛунЎ бѓдет Мђника 
ЛевЏнски. 

Monica Lewinsky will be the first woman on the 
moon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Infinitive – быть + Instrumental 
 
After бѕть the Instrumental is normally found on both nouns and adjectives: 
 

Он хђчет быть богЌтым. He wants to be rich. 

Все хотјт быть счастлЏвыми. Everyone wants to be happy. 

Почемѓ онЌ хђчет быть женђй такђго протЏвного 
человЎка? 

Why does she want to be the wife of such a  
despicable man? 

КогдЌ я учЏлся в ПрЏнстоне, я хотЎл быть 
музыкЌнтом. 

When I was at Princeton, I wanted to be a 
musician. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Imperative – Nouns in Instrumental; Adjectives Both 
 
After the imperative бѓдь/те, nouns appear in the Instrumental, while adjectives vary.  Long-form adjectives 
appear in Instrumental, while short-from adjectives stay in Nominative. It turns out that short-form adjectives in 
general can appear only in Nominative.  (More on this later.) 
 

Бѓдь/те + Noun / Long-Form Adjective in Instrumental 
Бѓдь дрѓгом, дЌй мне дЎсять дђлларов. Be a friend and give me $10. 

Не бѓдь такЏм ленЏвым, вѕнеси мѓсор! Don’t be so lazy.  Take out the garbage! 

  

Бѓдь/те + Short-Form Adjective in Nominative 
Бѓдь осторђжен, пол мђкрый! Be careful, the floor is wet. 

Бѓдь здорђв/а!   Бѓдьте здорђвы! Gesundheit!  (Be healthy!) 
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  Translate into Russian.  When more than one possibility exists, both versions will be given. 
 
1. Nina is a talentless singer. 2. Don’t be such a jerk (Vera)! 

3. Why do you want to be a professor? 4. My younger brother is going to be a famous 
insurance agent страховђй агЎнт. 

5. Galya’s grandmother was a nurse. 6. ДостоЎвский was a great велЏкий writer. 

7. Be careful in New York! 8. Russian was my favorite subject.  (remember this 
word?) 

9. Stalin was not a kind person. 10. Who will be his next wife? 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Answer as honestly as you wish: 
 
1. What is your major? (What do you intend to major in?) 

2. What did (will) your sister (brother) major in? 

3. What do you want to be (when you grow up)? 

4. What does (did) your sister (brother) want to be?  

5. Which people – majoring in what – do you envy / not envy? 

6. Who (what kind of people) seems boring to you? 

7. Whom would you like to meet? 
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 УпражнЎние 2  V O D:  
 

познакђми+…ся 

VERB TYPE _______   CONJ _______ 
PERFECTIVE FUTURE PAST 
я ______________________________________ он ______________________________________

он(Ќ) ______________________________________ онЌ ______________________________________

онЏ ______________________________________ онЏ ______________________________________

IMPER ___________________________________ INF ______________________________________

 
 
 


