
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

75-1 

Диалог
НЌдо часѕ починЏть  I have to get my watch fixed 

ГраммЌтика 
75.A Telling Time 
75.Б At a Certain Time 

НЌдо часѕ починЏть   I have to get my watch fixed 
(There are five different characters in this dialogue – even if there are only two different voices.) 

ЛЌра 1  ПростЏте, вы не скЌжете, скђлько врЎмени? Excuse me, you wouldn’t happen to know what time it 
is? 

СЎва 2 ИзвинЏте, у менј нет часђв. Sorry, I don’t have a watch. 

ЛЌра 3  
4 

(Подхђдит к другђму мужчЏне.) ИзвинЏте, 
пожЌлуйста, вы не скЌжете, котђрый час? 

(Walks up to another man.)  Excuse me, could you 
please tell me what time it is? 

Іля 5 ПростЏте, часѕ у менј  сломЌлись. Sorry, my watch is broken. 

ЛЌра 6   ИзвинЏте, вы не скЌжете, скђлько врЎмени? Excuse me, you wouldn’t happen to know what time it 
is? 

Њра 7 СейчЌс двЌдцать пять минѓт шестђго. It’s 5:25. 

Зђя 8  
9 

Нет, сейчЌс без двадцатЏ пятЏ шесть. ВЌши 
часѕ отстаїт на дЎсять минѓт. 

No, it’s twenty-five to six.  Your watch is ten minutes 
slow. 

Њра 10
11
12  

Ничегђ подђбного.  ВЌши часѕ спешЌт 
(минѓт на дЎсять).  Мој женЌ подарЏла на 
днях мне іти часѕ на годовщЏну свЌдьбы. 

Nothing of the sort.  Your watch is (around ten 
minutes) fast.  The other day my wife gave me this 
watch for our anniversary (of our wedding). 

Зђя 13 
14  

Мђжет быть, вы прЌвы.  НЌдо часѕ 
починЏть.  СпасЏбо. 

Maybe you’re right.  I have to get my watch fixed.  
Thanks. 

 
СловЌрь 
 
1 вы не скЌжете... you wouldn’t happen to know  (This is a very polite introductory phrase.) 

1 скђлько врЎмени what time is it? 

4 котђрый час what time is it? 

10 часѕ {отстай-´ / оставЌй-} на + # 
+ минѓта (in correct CNG) 

watch/clock is (# minutes) slow 

10 часѕ спешЏ- на + # + минѓта (in 
correct CNG) 

watch/clock is (# minutes) fast 

12 на днјх the other day  (Unclear why it’s in the Prepositional Plural.  Cool fact: На 
днјх can refer to ± a few days.) 

12 годовщЏна свЌдьбы 
 
годовщЏна 

wedding anniversary  
 
anniversary  (In Russian годовщЏна refers to any anniversary – there's no 
“default” noun, as there is in English, where anniversary normally refers to a 
wedding.  Other examples in Russian: годовщЏна смЎрти СтЌлина the 
anniversary of Stalin’s death.) 

14 чини×- // по- fix; repair 
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75.A Telling Time 
 
The question What time is it? is either Скђлько врЎмени? or Котђрый час? (There doesn’t seem to be any 
difference between the two.) 
 
The response normally begins СейчЌс..., though this may be left out. 
 
The rest of the response depends on what time it is. There are 3 possibilities: 1) on the hour; 2) between :01 and 
:30 minutes past; 3) between :31 and :59 minutes past. 
 
 
 
• :00 (on the hour) 
 
We’ve been using this for a while already.  Just say the number of hours plus the correct form of час.  
For 1:00 just say час, no одЏн anywhere. 
 
 

СейчЌс два часЌ. It’s 2:00. 

СейчЌс четѕре часЌ. It’s 4:00. 

СейчЌс шесть часђв. It’s 6:00. 

СейчЌс одЏннадцать часђв. It’s 11:00. 

СейчЌс час. It’s 1:00. 

 
 
As in English, in informal speech you can simply state the number, no need for any form of чЌс. 
 

СейчЌс пять. It’s 5:00. 

СейчЌс дЎсять. It’s 10:00. 

 
 
 
For all times except :00, Russian is always looking ahead to the upcoming hour. 
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• Between :01 and :30 
 

 # of minutes past 
the hour (except 

:15, :30) 

Proper 
form of 
минѓта 

Ordinal Genitive of 
UPCOMING hour 

12:05  пять минѓт  пЎрвого (lit.: of the 1st hour) 
1:10  дЎсять минѓт  вторђго 
2:20  двЌдцать минѓт  трЎтьего 
3:25  двЌдцать пять минѓт  четвёртого 

 
For numbers 1-4, just use the correct form of минѓта – Nom after 1, Genitive Singular after 2-4. *Remember: 
since минѓта is Feminine, 2 will be две.  In general, you can avoid these (unless you’re really a fanatic about 
giving the exact time), and normally the form will be Genitive Plural минѓт.  Anyway, here are a few examples: 
 

4:01  однЌ минѓта  пјтого 
2:18  восемнЌдцать минѓт  трЎтьего 
5:22  двЌдцать две минѓты  шестђго 
12:24  двЌдцать четѕре минѓты  пЎрвого 

 
 
 
 
 
For :15 use either пятнЌдцать минѓт or чЎтверть quarter without минѓт: 
 

6:15 
 пятнЌдцать 
 чЎтверть 

минѓт 
ХХХХХХХ 

 седьмђго 

 
 
 
 
 
For :30 use половЏна or пол- (both without минѓт). With пол-, you must include the dash: пол-пјтого.  (We 
saw this use of пол- half in the dialogue about пол-банЌна half a banana.) 
 

7:30  пол- / половЏна ХХХХХХХ восьмђго 
11:30  пол- / половЏна ХХХХХХХ двенЌдцатого 
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 Listen and repeat: 
 

Скђлько врЎмени? 
Котђрый час? 

What time is it? 

 
СейчЌс два часЌ. It’s 2:00 

СейчЌс дЎсять часђв. It’s 10:00 

СейчЌс час. It’s 1:00 

СейчЌс дЎсять минѓт трЎтьего. It’s 2:10. 

СейчЌс чЎтверть пјтого. It’s a 4:15 

СейчЌс двЌдцать минѓт пЎрвого. It’s 12:20. 

СейчЌс пол-двенЌдцатого. It’s 11:30. 

СейчЌс две минѓты вторђго. It’s 1:02. 
 
 

State the time 

1. 2:00 2. 4:25 3. 10:20 4. 5:00 5. 7:15 

6. 6:00 7. 2:05 8. 11:30 9. 9:10 10. 6:30 

11. 8:15 12. 1:00 13. 1:01 14. 2:30 15. 4:15 
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• Between :31 and :59 
 
To express number of minutes till (to) a certain hour, you use: 1) preposition без (without) followed by 2) the 
Genitive of the cardinal of the number of minutes remaining before the next hour followed by 3) the Nominative 
cardinal of the upcoming hour. 
 
Numbers ending in -ь behave like Fem nouns in -ь, so the Genitive ends in -и, usually stressed: без пятЏ, 
шестЏ, семЏ, восьмЏ (note loss of cluster buster!), девятЏ, десятЏ, одЏннадцати, двадцатЏ, etc. With these 
numbers you do not need any form of the word минѓта. 
 
*Note that if you have a compound number (i.e., a number consisting of more than one word), both parts decline, 
e.g. без двадцатЏ пятЏ: 
 

 Без Cardinal of minutes 
remaining before hour, 

in Genitive  

Nominative Cardinal 
of upcoming hour (or 
час for 12:31-12:59) 

2:40 бeз  двадцатЏ (lit.: w/o 20)  три 
4:55 бeз  пятЏ  пять 
12:50 бeз  дeсятЏ  час (Note!!) 
1:35 без  двадцатЏ пятЏ  два 
6:47 бeз  тринЌдцати  семь 

 
If the minutes remaining end in 1, you use the Gen of однЌ минѓта: без … однђй минѓты. (Here minute is 
required.) 
 

1:59 бeз  однђй минѓты  два 
7:39 без  двадцатЏ однђй минѓты  вђсемь 

 
(In order to avoid bizarre-form-overload, we'll avoid the Genitive of 2-4 for now.) 
 
For :45, you can use either бeз пятнЌдцати or бeз чЎтвeрти: 
 

5:45 бeз 
 пятнЌдцати 
 чЎтвeрти 

 шeсть 

  Listen and repeat: 
 

СейчЌс без пятЏ два. It’s five to two. 
СейчЌс без чЎтверти час. It’s a quarter to one. 
СейчЌс без двадцатЏ пятЏ три. It’s twenty-five to three. 
СейчЌс без однђй минѓты семь. It’s one minute to seven. 
СейчЌс без десятЏ шесть. It’s ten to six. 

 

 State the time 

1. 5:35 2. 1:40 3. 10:45 4. 6:55 5. 7:35 

6. 6:50 7. 2:45 8. 11:59 9. 9:40 10. 8:50 
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• Taking the easy way out: Hour + Minutes 
 
Some people simply give the hour followed by the number of minutes, no час or минѓт(а) anywhere: СейчЌс 
два двЌдцать, четѕре сђрок пять, час трЏдцать пять, семь пятьдесјт, etc. Though this is perfectly 
correct, you need to learn the other way of reporting the time. 
 

СейчЌс два дЎсять. It’s 2:10. 

СейчЌс три сђрок. It’s 3:40. 

СейчЌс чЌс пятнЌдцать. It’s 1:15. 

СейчЌс двенЌдцать пятьдесјт три It’s 12:53. 

СейчЌс шесть двЌдцать однЌ. It’s 6:21. 

 
 

75.Б Expressing At a Certain Time 
 
To inquire about what time (i.e., when) something happens, the question is either Когда...? or Во скђлько...? 
 
In your answer you can have only one preposition. This is not a problem for times between :00 and :30, where the 
preposition used is the familiar в + ACC, but students often get confused what to do with times between :31 and 
:59, in which case the без + GEN takes precedence: 
 
 
• From :00-:29   Use в + the regular way of stating the time (in the ACC): 
 

– КогдЌ он пришёл? - When (what time) did he arrive? 
+ Он пришёл в час. + He arrived at 1:00. 

– Во скђлько ВЎра ушлЌ? - What time did Vera leave? 
+ ОнЌ ушлЌ в дЎсять минѓт пјтого + She left at 4:10. 

– Во скђлько Бђря лёг вчерЌ? - What time did Borya go to bed? 
+ Он лёг в чЎтверть седьмђго. + He went to bed at 6:15. 

 
 
 
 
• :30   в половЏне / в пол- 
 
With :30, use the PREP/LOC в половЏне, not ACC, which you might expect! (To be honest, we’ve never really 
understood why it’s not ACC, но что же дЎлать?)  For пол- there’s nothing to change: 
 

Мы обѕчно обЎдаем в половЏне 
шестђго. 

We usually eat dinner at 5:30. 

ОнЌ встаёт в пол-пЎрвого. She gets up at 12:30. 
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• From :31-:59   Do not insert any extra preposition, just use без  
 

Мы ушлЏ без пятЏ шесть. We left at 5:55. 

Сегђдня онЌ встЌла без чЎтверти 
вђсемь. 

Today she got up at 7:45. 

Я обѕчно ложѓсь без двадцатЏ 
пятЏ двенЌдцать. 

I usually get to bed at 11:35. 

ОнЌ вернѓлась домђй без однђй 
минѓты час. 

She got home at 15:59. 

 

 State when the event took / takes / will take place 

1. Бђря встал (5:20) 2. ЛЏля ушлЌ (7:50) 3. Мы пришлЏ (4:30) 

4. ОнЏ леглЏ (2:15) 5. Кђля тебЎ звонЏл (3:45) 6. Я дам емѓ знать (1:00) 

7. Мы вернёмся (12:25) 8. МЌша исчЎзла (9:01) 9. МЏтя схђдит в магазЏн (2:55) 

10. Я обѕчно встаї (~7:00 think!) 11. Мы обѕчно ложЏмся (~3:00) 12. Я вернѓлась домђй (6:30) 
 
 
For reference: Military and Official Time 
 
It is not uncommon (especially in published schedules) to see the 24-hour clock used: 
 

Пђезд ушёл в двЌдцать два 
часЌ. 

The train left at 10:00. 

ФЏльм начинЌется в 
девятнЌдцать часђв. 

The movie starts at 7:00 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the time of 4 activities that you often do.   
     
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. –Could you please tell me when the film starts?  --It starts at 5:45. 

2. – What time is it?  -- It’s twenty after two. 
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3. My watch is two minutes slow/fast (give both verbs). 

4. Tomorrow is our 5th (wedding) anniversary. 

 


