Koraa oH nocMOTpuT Ha cebsl B 3épKkano...

80.A Self
80.6 Jln

Korga oH nocmoTpuT Ha cebsi B 3épkaro

Ownanor

FpammaTtuka

When he looks at himself in the mirror...

B marasnine

Oas 1 | ByabTe M00pBI, MOKAXKUTE MHE Ty KYPTKY. Excuse me, could you please show me that
Jjacket?

Mponasmyina |2 | Kakyio? Ity senéuyo? Boi ce6é (1st ce6s) Which one? This green one? Are you buying
3 | mokymnaere? this for yourself?

Ous 4 | Hert, He ce6¢ (ms cebsi). ITo MOAAPOK MOEMY No, it not for (me) myself. It’s a present for
5 | mpodéccopy (ms Moerod nmpodéccopa) pycckoro | my Russian professor. But I'm not sure
6 |s3pika. Ho s HE 3HAYO, TOHPABUTCS JIM OHA eMy. | whether (if) he’ll like it. I just don’t
7 | A npOcTO HE TOMHIO, HOCHT JIM OH TaKUe KYPTKU. | remember whether (if) he wears jackets like

this (such jackets).

IMponaBmina |8 |Korga oH mocMOTPUT Ha cedsi B 3épKasio, OH When he looks at himself in the mirror, he’ll
9 |Oyner co00ii 6ueHb goBOJICH. [loBEPHTE MHE. be delighted with himself. Believe me.

Oas 10 | XoporO, MoKynaro. OK, I'll take it.

IMpoxasuiina |11 | Bl Bo3bMéETe €€ ¢ cO00i, Ui XOTUTE, YTOOBI MBI | Are you taking this with you, or do you want
12 | e€ mocaanau emy? us to send the jacket to him?

Ons 13 | 5 ¢ co60it BO3bMY. I’ll take it with me.

1 | 6ynpTe J0OpEI Very polite phrase said in store (and other places) to get someone’s

attention, a combination of excuse me and please.
6va1b 166D / 10604 You can also use this expression with friends, in which case you would
YAb Z100p 7 /100p use the eI form.

1 | kypT/Ka (0) Jjacket (Not a sport coat, which is mamkax. )

2 |mpomaBenr” (€) ~ mpoAaBIIULA salesperson

2 | cebe oneself (See Grammar)

6 |m if; whether (See Grammar)

7 | moch+ wear

8 | 3épkaino mirror

b3 ’ 4
cMoTpe+ // o Ha cebsl B 3¢pKajio

look at oneself in the mirror

11

{BO3bM-+ / B3SI+}

, X ™
{B0O3bM+" / B351+} ¢ cODO

take (Perfective) For now just learn the Perfective.

take with oneself

12

noceL1ak+ // mocia+

send (Perfective) For now just learn the Past and Infinitive of the
Perfective Stem. (The Perfective Future is not what you expect.)
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pammaTuka 80-1 ypok

l| 80.A Cebs (Ceb6é, Cob6on) (One)self ||

The reflexive pronoun cedsi (ce6é, co66ii.) (one)self'is used to refer back to the subject of the clause. Cedst
declines exactly like ToI except it has no Nominative form (which makes sense, given that ce®si is linked to the
subject of the clause, but cannot itself be the subject.) You’ll like the fact that ce6si (cedé, co66ii.) is used for both
genders (Masc. and Fem.) and for singular as well as plural.

Some examples with cedst self:

Mmennreapnbiii | N/A
Nominative
BuniTeabHbIi Bépa ciiikom fo0uT cedsi. Vera loves herself too much.
Accusative Moti 6pat 6e3 KOHIIA CMOTPUT Ha cebsi B My brother constantly looks at himselfin the
3épKao. mirror.
Me1 He Ha TeO4, a Ha ceDst cépaumcsl. We’re not mad at you, we 're mad at ourselves.
Buepa 51 Bizen cedst 1o TEIEBH30DY. Yesterday I saw myself on TV.
PomiiTenbHbIi Mara Bcé némaer s ceos. Masha does everything for herself
Genitive Omnn cedst 6ositcs. (Recall that 6osi+...cq They 're afraid of themselves.
takes Genitive)
OH ceituac y cedsi. (Note this use of y) He’s in his room now.
T pennd:RubIi [Touemy ThI 6€3 KOHIIA TOBOPHUIIH O ce0é? Why do you constantly talk about yourself?
Prepositional | Oui gymaror TOI6K0 0 ce6é. They only think about themselves.
JIATeabHBII S xynt ce6é HOBBIE TYITH. 1 bought new shoes for myself.
Dative S o ce6é 3HAIO, UTO YUUTHCS M pabOTaTh | I know from personal experience that it’s hard
TPYIHO. to go to school and work.
Teopiateasubiii | Hax kem 1ol cMe€mbcs? S cMeroch Haj Who are you laughing at? I'm laughing at
Instrumental co60i. myself.
OHa 3a0pL1a B3ATh C €000# 30HT. She forgot to take an umbrella with her.
S1 OTKpELI TJ1a34 U YBUIIEN TIepe] co00it I opened my eyes and saw a big tiger in front
007BIIOTO TUTPA. of me.

The phrasal verb uyBcTBoOBa+ cedsi does contain the Accusative cedst, though it is somewhat hard to see the exact
“reflexive” meaning. (Still, it’s a good way to remember at least the one form.)

¢ Self: Two (non-interchangeable) ways: cebs vs. -ca

‘Self” is not always expressed by cedsi. Later on we’ll see that with some verbs the Accusative meaning of self'is
expressed with the suffix -cs1. The difficulty is that almost always the two ways of expressing self (cedst vs. -c51)
are mutually exclusive. For example, we have seen the -cs1 verb {mMéii+...cs1 / MBI+...c1} wash oneself. We also
saw the non-cs verb {moii+ / MpI+} as in On MoeT nocyny He'’s washing the dishes. But you cannot take the
verb {moii+ / MpI+} and add cedst to get the meaning wash oneself. Basically, Russian figures that having one
way to express Verb self is enough. But it can be very hard to predict which method a particular verb uses. (A
dissertation is just waiting to be written about this.) We’ll discuss -cst in depth a little later on.

80-2



80-1 ypok pammaTtumka

g@ Substitute the reflexive pronoun for the object

Mama ngymaet o Bure. A Kym#n 3To A Hero.

Mapta cMOTpUT Ha bopro.

2

A xymnio Bike HOBBIE TYQIIH. 4. Kupa ceifuac y Bpaua.
Hyna nosoOibHA AMU. 6
8

A rosopro o Te6¢. 41 HEeHaBIKY BCEX.

A e

Marma cmeércst Hajo MHOH. 10. Miima cépautcs Ha Hac.

[| 80.b When if = whether: nn ||

You may not have realized it, but English if has two entirely different usages (and, as expected, shows up in two
distinct ways in Russian). Previously we saw écsmm, as well as écam 0b1, both of which are used to indicate a
hypothetical situation.

However, when if can be replaced by whether, you cannot use éciiu, you must use Ju.

if

ecnu /écnu OblI nm

If it rains, we won't go. 1 don’t know if (whether) he’ll like it.

I'll give you $5 if you give me an A. She didn’t say if (whether) she would
come to the party.

If had lived in Moscow, I would
speak Russian without an accent. 1I’m not sure if (whether) he eats eel.

(If you have studied German, you’ll recognize that s corresponds to 0b.)

Indicate whether if corresponds to écim, écom 661 or Jim. Answers on the bottom of the page.

1. I’'m not sure if she speaks Russian. 2. If she was born in Moscow, why doesn’t she speak
Russian?

3. Vera said she would be mad if we don’t come. 4. T’d buy you a big bottle of soda if I had $1,000,000.

5. Iwon’ttell if you won’t. 6. Iftoday is Monday, why is our professor wearing
pajamas?

7. 1don’t remember if she lives in Petersburg. 8. IfIcould dance like him, I’d quit school.

9. Did you tell them if you’d be free? 10. If I had known that Russian was this much fun, |

would have failed the course so I could take it
again next year.

1. m 2. écnm 3. écim 4. éci Obl 5. écm 6. écnm 7. m 8. éci Obl 9. m 10. éciubbl
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pammaTuka

80-1 ypok

e Jlu (Lee/Li the whether-man) (Corny but good way to remember this.)

When if can be replaced by whether, you must use a 1u construction in Russian. The syntax is as follows:

Introducto Element in
y : v Rest of Sentence
phrase Question
51 e 3maro, HOHpé.BI/ITCFI hiost BuTe 3Ta mIamnka. 1 don’t know whether Vitya will like this hat.
Bépa HeE cKas3ana, | X04eT 305 OHA eCTh. Vera didn’t say whether she wants to eat.
OH He yBépeH, Tans B10%1 310 caénana. He’s not sure whether it was Galya who do it

Exactly one syntactic element (not necessarily just one word — more on that below) must appear before au
(following the Introductory phrase). Most often a verb is found before 1u. There are four or five phrases that

most commonly “trigger” a Jim construction:

S He 3HAI0, IPUET M OH.
HuxTo He 3HAET, CMOXKET JIM OHA TPUNTH.

Bo1 He 3H4eTe, MHOTO i BaHs 3apabareiBact?

51 ne yBépeH, urpaet jiu Marra B miaxmarthbl.
Ona He yBépena, 3Haet iu JI€Hs ero.

MpbI He YBEpeHBI, TOMBUTHACH JIH JIETH.

JleB He CKA34JI, TOJIYYHI I OH MOM TTOJAPOK.
Hiina He cka3dJa, NOHPABUIACE JIN €1 TIECHS.

Onn He cka3zaau, cMesiics 1 Makc Hall 3THM.

$1 He moMHIO, KypuT 11 TAHS.

Tsl He NOMHMIIB, 33147 71 BOops mpodéccopy

I don’t know whether he’s coming.
No one knows whether she’ll be able to come.

Don’t you know whether Vanya earns a lot of
money?

I’'m not sure whether Masha plays chess.
She’s not sure whether Lyonya knows him..

We re not sure whether the children bathed.

Lev didn’t say whether he got my present.
Nina didn’t say whether she liked the song.
They didn’t say whether Maks laughed at that.

1 don’t remember whether Tanya smokes.

Don’t you remember whether Borya asked the

BOMpoOC? professor a question?

Onn He NOMHAT, royvana iu [16ms xopomme
OTMETKH.

KéJs MeHsi cipociiil, MTHTEpECYIOCh JIH 5
MY3BIKOH.

S1 erd cmpocui, XOUeT JIM OH MOUTH ¢ HAMMU.

TAHA HAC CPOCHJIA, 3HAEM JI MBI HTOTO
TIAPHSL.
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They don’t remember whether Polya got good
grades.

Kolya asked me whether I was interested in music.

I asked him whether he wanted to come with us.

Tanya asked us whether we knew that guy.




80-1 ypok pammaTtumka

g@ Form a nu construction
. I'pama He moOMHUT / HiHA oTHana um né¢HbIH
Poavitenu He ObuTH yBepeHb! / JI€TH 3aHUMANHCD

Kipa ve ckazana / Ona npuHecET TOPT

1
3
5
7. Mmue Bc€ paBHO / BOpe mOHPABUTCS 3Ta MIATIKA
9. Kro tebs cripocn / 51 BB Oy TEUIKY BOAKH?
1

1. Korga Tamapa ckdxer / OHa ucneuér xined?

2
4,
6

8.

Onu MeHs cipocuti / MHe moHpaBwics GpuiibM
Hukro He mOMHUT / Mamma Obl1a Ha BeYepUHKE
Ts1 He 3H4emb / ['puma B3su1 KITt0Yn?

Omn te6€é cxa3zan / OH HOMHUT MeHsI?

10. 41 e 3n410 / Cama yx¢é monpasuics

12. Onu He yBépensl / JIapa HOCHUT FOOKH

e Break up the Imperfective future: ...6yay nm s...

In the compound future (Imperfective) only the verb 6yn+ appears before jim — the Infinitive of the main Verb

follows Jm:

S He 3HAIO0, OYAY JIH S MUCATH JTUCCEPTALIHIO.

OH4 He ckazana, OYAyT JIK OHU 3aHUMATHCS

BMECTE C HAMH.

Tsl He TOMHUIIB, OyAeT a1 JiiMa padoTath B

3Ty cy000TYy.

I don’t know whether I will write a dissertation.

She didn’t say whether they will study together with
us.

Do you happen to remember whether Dima is going
to work this Saturday.

The same applies to other compound verb constructions: mor/ xores, etc. + Infinitive. Only the conjugated verb

precedes Jiu:

Bops He 3HAeT, cMOMKeT 1T OH NIPUEXATh.

TaHs MeHs cripociiia, X4y JIH 51 3aHUMATHCS

BMECTE C HEH.

51 He MOMHIO, MOMPOCHJI JTH 51 er0 3aKPEITh

JIBEPb.
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Borya doesn’t know whether he can come.

Tanya asked me whether I wanted to study with her.

I don’t remember whether I asked him to close the
door.



pammaTuka 80-1 ypok

One syntactic element (not just one word) + nu: ...B cpéay nu...

All of the previous examples have one word, usually the verb, preceding siu. The more general rule is that the
one syntactic element that is in question, not necessarily the verb, must precede jiu. So you can find a

prepositional phrase or noun or adjective, etc. before . In English we often use intonation to get the meaning
across.

51 ne nomHI0, B MOCKBE 1111 MBI 1 don’t remember whether we met in Moscow (it

MMO3HAKOMUJIUC. may have been Rome).

Omna cripocnna, Bépa nu nanucana 5to She asked whether Vera wrote that poem (if may be

CTHUXOTBOpPEHHUE. Nina).

51 ne yBépeHa, B cy600TY 11 OH yexa. I’'m not sure whether he left on Saturday (it may
have been Friday).

51 He 3HAIO0, KPACHYIO 11 AHS B3sUI4 KHUTY. 1 don’t know whether Anya took the red book (it

may have been the blue one).

In all of the above examples, the speaker already knows that an action has taken place (that they met somewhere,
that someone wrote the poem, that he left, that Anya took a book), they are trying to focus in on a specific aspect
of the action (where, who, when, what kind). Still, the most common element found before s1u is the Verb.

e @éCTb NN # écnu

When questioning the existence or presence of a thing of person, the verb ecTs (unchanging) appears. Do not mix
this up with écan.

1 He 3HA10, €CTh JIH y HEr0 MOApYyra. I don’t know whether he has a girlfriend.

Hukro He ckasd, ecTb i oH B IIpiHCTOHE. No one said whether he’s in Princeton.

Ho4yemy TbI erd He CIPOCHII, €CTh JIH y HErO Why didn’t you ask him whether he has any money.
JIEHBIU.

In the past and future, a conjugated form of the verb be, which agrees with the Nominative subject, is used:

51 He yBepeHa, OYAYT 1 Y MEHSI ICHBI'H I’'m not sure whether I'm going to have any money.
On He cKa3ain, OBLI JIM OH Ha BBICTABKE. He didn’t say whether he had been at the exhibit.
Ona He nOMHUT, 6bLIH J11 Bépunbl popiTenn She doesn’t remember whether Vera’s parents were

Ha 00é1e. at the dinner.

@ Form nu constructions. The phrase in question appears in bold (except Verbs).

1. Kons ne ckazan / On Oyner yunthes B [Ipuacrone 2. Krto cpocwn Poaro / V Herd ects moapyra?
Mps1 He 3H4TM / Mna sxernscs Ha Mapre 4. Ounn He 65uTH yBEépeHb! / OHA CMOTYT ITOMOYb
5. S He yBepena / Mpa yéxana B cpény. 6. Ons ve néMHUT / Butdnuk nonpocuin JIapy
KYIIATH KaITyCTy
7. Hawm Bcé paBHO / KOs cMOXeT mOWTH 8. Sl ue yBépena / Haxst Hanmcana 3to
CTUXOTBOPEHHE
9. S mue3nao/ Y mens OyayT NéHBIH 10. Onér ve nOMHNT / Brika Kyniia KPACHYIO MaIlIHY
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80-1 ypok pammaTtumka

e “Non-Whether” Jln — Used without an introductory phrase (For reference)

A s construction can also be found in an independent clause (without any introductory s He 3HAI0; OHA He
cka3aJa, etc.). Here sm does not correspond to whether, or any overt element in English for that matter; it simply
emphasizes that the phrase preceding su is what is in question.

Many Russians consider this use of “non-whether” jiu to be quite bookish, though a lot of people actually think it

is quite polite. In any case, since you will see this use of jim quite often in literature, you should be able to
recognize. Note that the same exact question can expressed without Jim:

3HAeTe U BB, Kak €€ 30BYT? =  BrI3HaeTe, Kak €€ 30ByT?

B Mocksy nu onn émyT? Ouri ényt B MockBy?

TbI NIOMHHILB, T/I€ OH KUBET?

T1OMHMIIB JIK BEI, TJI€ OH KUBET?
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80- ypok — [lomalwiHee 3agaHue Nma

25 YnpaxHénue 1 Indicate whether the sentence would be translated with écnu, écnu 6bi
or nn. No need to translate.

1. Ifitrains, I’'m not going.

2. He didn’t say if he finished his JP.

3. No one know if Demi cheated on Bruce.

4. TI'll give you $5,000 if you accept me to your prestigious club.
5. Misha doesn’t remember if he drank beer or vodka.

6. IfIwere in your shoes, I would surrender.

7. By 5:00 we’ll know whether our plan worked.

8. Gena will go to class only if the Yankees win.

9. Idon’t remember if I locked the door.

10. My professor doesn’t care if I turn in my paper on time.

25 YnpaxHénue 2 Insert the correct forms of self:

1. Own ugacro cMmeéres Hax

2. Huna 6e3 KOHITA TOBOPHT O

3. Jléna K&X/blii 1eHb TPU Yaca CMOTPUT Ha B 3épKao.
4. S xynun MOTAPOK.
5. Kak b1 YYBCTBYEIIIb?
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80-1 ypok JdomaluHee 3apaHne

gj YnpaxHéHune 3 [lepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUIA:

1. The salesman looked at himself in the mirror all morning.

2. Tdon't remember if she wears yellow T-Shirts.

3. Take an umbrella with you.

2$  YnpaxHénue 4 [nardén gHs:

{BO3bM+" / Bss’|‘+}- take (Perfective)

VERB TYPE CoNJ
PRESENT PAST
A OH
TBI OHA
OHH OHH
IMPER INF
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