cTh Bropas
Story.<Part Two

Cpammatuka: The Conjunctions u, a, HO

Pacckas - Yacrs Bropas: I'pammaTuka

(A few of the examples contain words you have not seen yet. Just look at the English to confirm that you understand
everything.)

A. Three Little But Tricky Words: The Conjunctions W1, A, HO

You may recall that in Lesson 3 we saw the following exchange:
Memst 30ByT Mumia. A kak Bac 30BYT? My name is Misha. What’s your name?

You may also recall that the word a had no overt translation in the English. You may not recall (since it did not
happen) that we never really explained the various uses of a, as well as m and Ho. The time has come.

n and

M is used to link two non-contradictory notions, and always corresponds to English and.

Bépa 166past u kpacuBasi. Vera is kind and attractive.

A kynina xiae6 1 MOJIOKO. I bought bread and milk.

Bépa u Camra urparoT B maxmarel. Vera and Sasha are playing chess.
1o Bops u er6 nHoOBas xeHa. This is Borya and his new wife.

To say both...and, used u...u:

OH 3HAET U PYCCKUN M HEMEITKHUI. He knows both Russian and German.

W Mama u Cama mi6xo CIaau ceroIHs. Both Masha and Sasha slept poorly last night.

A and; but; &
A can appear as several different words in English (and in some cases, as no word at all).

1) A is often used when presenting people, things, and is translated and.

Oto BuTA, a 310 ero eHa. This is Vitya, and this is his wife.
3/1eCh CTOUT KOMITBIOTEP, & PSJIOM IPUHTEP. My computer is here, and next to it is my printer.
Xopomd. DTO ThI, a 3TO KTO? OK. (Iunderstand.) That’s you, and who is that?
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Compare a vs.u in the following:

Oto BuTs, a 3To ero xeHa. This is Vitya, and this is his wife.
Ot1o bOps u erd HOBas KeHA. This is Borya and his new wife.

Certainly the two sentences mean nearly the same thing. The only difference (besides a vs. u) is the “extra” 3To
in the first sentence, which forces the use of a.

To be perfectly honest, in the above sentences it is not impossible to have m, but a is much preferred.

2) A isused to link two phrases which are in contrast to but not contradiction with each other. This use of a can

be translated and or but — depending on the strength of the contrast. (Often this use of a corresponds to
whereas.)

OH MoJ10/10#1, 2 OHA CcTapasl. He’s young and (whereas) she is old.

Panbrre oH MHOTO TIHJI, @ TETIEPH OUEHB MAJIO. He used to drink a lot, but (whereas) now he
(drinks) little.
DT0 KOIIKa, a 3TO cobaKa. This is a cat and that’s a dog.

In the last example, because of the nature of cats and dogs, a definite contrast is felt.

3) A isused when a positive statement is contrasted with a negative statement, and is translated either but or
and, depending on the syntax:

OH He pablOTaeT, a YIUTCH. He'’s doesn’t work, but rather he goes to school.

Mpuma nypak, a He TEHUH. Misha is a fool and not a genius.

Onvn kuBYT He B MoCkB¢, a B [letepOypre. They don’'t live in Moscow, but in Petersburg.

4) In some cases a has no translation in English; it is used simply to move conversation along. (Sometimes so is
a close approximation.)

Mens 30ByT Mimia. A kak Bac 30ByT? My name is Misha. What's your name?

A kak taM OBLIO? So, how was it there?

A mouemy OH 3T0 ckazan? Why did he say that?
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Ho

Ho is reserved for rather sharp contrasts or contradictions, and is almost always translated but.

OH Bc€ BpéMs 3aHUMAETCS, HO MIOJIyYAeT IIOXHe
3aMETKH.

OH yMHBIH, HO HE OYCHb KPACHBBIH.
Omna BcE mpoyuTana, HO HUUEro He MOHSIA.

Buno 68110 IpeKpacHoe, HO OYeHb goporoe!

51 Te0Ost OueHs Mr00JIF0, HO MBI HE MOKEM OBITh

He studies all the time but gets bad grades.

He’s smart but not very attractive. (A positive trait
is contradicted by negative one.)

She read everything but didn’t understand
anything.

The wine was fantastic but really expensive.

1 love you very much, but we cannot be together.

BMécTe!

To be honest, the use of these three conjunctions is more complicated than what we have presented here. In many
cases more than one of the words is possible. Both a and Ho are often possible in the same context, the choice
depending on the strength of the contrast. And a and u are sometimes interchangeable. Our suggestion: Learn
what’s here and keep you eyes and ears open for how Russian writers and speakers use these words.

% Insert the correct conjunction into the sentences.

1. DrtoI'éna, 3TO erod KeHa.

Oto I'éna

2. ero eHa.

3. Huna yuurcs xopomo, s wioxo. (No need to repeat the verb.)
4. Sl 3H410, 9TO HAZIO OPOCHUTH KYPHUTH, HE MOTY.

5. Eé pomvtenu xuByT He B JIOHIOHE, B Tpénromne.

6. MpI ObIH B MOCKBE [MerepOypre.

7. Césa roBopur mo-(hpaHITy3CKH, MO-PYCCKH, MO-UTAITBSTHCKH!
8. Bce OpuH npOTHB, Céapa pemrruia yanThes ceméctp B Poccrin.

9. Memns 3oByT [rima. KaK Bac 30BYT?

10. Cryaéursl B [IpiiHCTOHE HE Jypaky, T¢HHH.

11. Tam 6put JI€éHA e€ OpaThs.

12. MoYeMy HUKTO HUYETO He cKa3an?

13. Cer6aus He cpena, YEeTBEPT.

14. 51 xoTés1 NUTH BUHO, MoOU poautenu ckazanm «Het!»
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B.

Example Sentences With the New Vocabulary

MO:KeT ObITh MoxkeT OBITh, 3TO KITFOUH Hropﬂ. 1. Maybe these are Igor’s keys.

310 He [ubé] gén0 2.+ Kax 30ByT TBOKO mogpyry? — 1o 2.+ What's your girlfriend's name?
HE TBOE JEIIO. —That's none of your business.

BPéIHbIIH 3. Tlo-mbemy, IHTH BPEIHO. 1 think that drinking is bad for you.

JaBail Ha «TbD» 4. + Otkyna Be? — JlaBaii Ha «ThD». 4. +Where are thou from? — Let's use

“you”.

a0COTHOTHBIM OHM aOGCOTFOTHO MPABHI. 5. They are absolutely correct.

NMpPAB, MpaBa, NPABLI 6. Moii oT€1I TyMaeT, 4TO OH BCeraa 6. My father thinks that he's always right.
pas.

opocu+ 7. Ouenb TPYAHO OPOCUTH KyPUTH. It's very hard to quit smoking.

mK6Jaa Most Mt Imas cecTpa yIuTcs B 8. My younger sister is in high school.
HIKOJIE.

TPYAHBIH 9. Dk34MeH ObLT OYEHB TPYIHBIM. 9. The text was very difficult.

JErKuii 10. Hemerko 65u10 OpOCUTH MUTH. 10. It was not easy to quit drinking.

Adverb is jerk6

i1 Te0é momMory 11. + 5 me mory 6pocuts uth. — Sl 1ebe | 11. + I can't quit drinking. — I'll help you.
TIOMOTY.

4eM s MOTY Tehé 12. Cnacu6o. A 1em s Mory Te6¢ 12. Thanks. And how can I help you?

noMoub? MOMOYb?

cnpocu+ 13. Bépa cnpocrina MeHs, T1ie 51 )KHBY. 13. Vera asked me where I lived.

nocMOTpUM 14. + A motom? - IlocmOTpHM. 14. And then what? — We'll see.

o01eKATHE 15. 4 He Xx04y XUTh B OOIICIKUTHH. 15. Idon't want to live in the dorm.

BCeraa 16. S Bceraa xopoiod CIuIko. 16. Ialways sleep well.

KakK Bceraa

pAI-MY3bIKa 17. 51 TepnéTh HE MOTY PAI-MY3BIKY. 17. I can't stand rap music.

ragocts (F) 18. Kakas ramocts! 18. What garbage!

KAKIBIA CXOTUT ¢ yMa 19. + A mo6mro Térutelit cok. — Kéxnptid | 19. + I like warm juice. — To each his own.

no-cBéemy CXOUT ¢ yMA MO-CBOEMY.

[korod]{30B+" / 3Bz>;+} 20. Kaxk 3panu By math? 20. What was you mother's name?

OpIOHET ~ OpIOHETKA 21. Mot muaammii 6pat OproHET. 21. My younger brother has brown hair.

MHOrO 22. OH MHOTO TIBET. 22. He drinks a lot.

yBHAE+ 23. Korna ona yBuaena ero, oHa 23. When she saw him, she didn’t say
HUYErOHe cKa3aJa. anything.

Mo310pOBaii+...cH 24. Tloyemy ThI He TIO310pOBAJICS? 24. Why didn't you say hello?

noKa3a+ pyKoii 25. OH nmokasan pykoOi Ha KHUTY. 25. He pointed to the book.

T1e0€é [Noun in NOM] 26. Te6¢ neuénne. BoH - Ha cToNé. 26. There's a cookie for you. Over there on

the table.

Paccka3s: YacTtb BTopas (FTpammaruka)-4




Pacckas: Bropas yacTb — [lomawiHee 3agaHue

@/ Exercise 1  Answer the following questions, using full sentences

1.

10.
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&S Exercise 2 Insert the correct conjunction

1. TIpAHCTOH NEPBOKIIACCHBIH YHHBEPCHUTET, BpayH Her.
2. Dro Hiina eé néru.

3. Mul xoTénu, HE MOTJIN.

4. 9ro He BogA water, BOJIKA.

5. OH xouer KpacHoe 6¢émoe BUHO.

6. Dro Bops, 310 erd coOaKu.

7. KTO TaM ObLI?

8. TIlérs u3 Poccnn, OH HE TOBOPHUT IT0-PYCCKH.

9. OH He Bpay, aJIBOKAT.

10. OHa 3H4eT, HE TOBOPHT.

< Exercise 3 [lepeseante Ha pycckuii

1. His sister’s (female) cat was named Friskey. (Think about Case and Tense!)

2. That’s none of his business.

3. No one wants to live in the dormitory.
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