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ГраммЌтика:  The Conjunctions и, а, но 
  

 
РасскЌз - Часть ВторЌя: ГраммЌтика 

(A few of the examples contain words you have not seen yet.  Just look at the English to confirm that you understand 
everything.) 
 

А. Three Little But Tricky Words: The Conjunctions  И, А, НО 
 
You may recall that in Lesson 3 we saw the following exchange: 
 

Менј зовѓт МЏша.  А как вас зовѓт? My name is Misha.  What’s your name? 

 
You may also recall that the word а had no overt translation in the English.  You may not recall (since it did not 
happen) that we never really explained the various uses of а, as well as и and но.  The time has come. 
 

 И and 
 
И is used to link two non-contradictory notions, and always corresponds to English and.   
 

ВЎра дђбрая и красЏвая. Vera is kind and attractive. 

Я купЏла хлеб и молокђ. I bought bread and milk. 

ВЎра и СЌша игрЌют в шЌхматы. Vera and Sasha are playing chess. 

Љто Боря и егђ нђвая женЌ. This is Borya and his new wife. 

 
To say both...and, used и...и: 
 

Он знЌет и рѓсский и немЎцкий. He knows both Russian and German. 

И МЌша и СЌша плђхо спЌли сегђдня. Both Masha and Sasha slept poorly last night. 

 

 А and; but; ∅ 
 
А can appear as several different words in English (and in some cases, as no word at all).   
 
1) A is often used when presenting people, things, and is translated and.  
 

Љто ВЏтя, а іто егђ женЌ. This is Vitya, and this is his wife. 

Здесь стоЏт компьїтер, а рјдом прЏнтер. My computer is here, and next to it is my printer. 

Хорошђ.  Это ты, а іто кто? OK.  (I understand.)  That’s you, and who is that? 
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Compare а  vs.и in the following: 
 

Љто ВЏтя, а іто егђ женЌ. This is Vitya, and this is his wife. 

Љто Бђря и егђ нђвая женЌ. This is Borya and his new wife. 
 
Certainly the two sentences mean nearly the same thing.  The only difference (besides а vs. и) is the “extra” іто 
in the first sentence, which forces the use of а. 
 
To be perfectly honest, in the above sentences it is not impossible to have и, but a is much preferred.   
 
 
 
2) A is used to link two phrases which are in contrast to but not contradiction with each other.  This use of a can 

be translated and or but – depending on the strength of the contrast.  (Often this use of a corresponds to 
whereas.) 

 
Он молодђй, а онЌ стЌрая. He’s young and (whereas) she is old. 

РЌньше он мнђго пил, а тепЎрь ђчень мЌло. He used to drink a lot, but (whereas) now he 
(drinks) little. 

Љто кђшка, а іто собЌка. This is a cat and that’s a dog. 

 
In the last example, because of the nature of cats and dogs, a definite contrast is felt.  
 
 
3) A is used when a positive statement is contrasted with a negative statement, and is translated either but or 

and, depending on the syntax: 
 

Он не рабђтает, а ѓчится. He’s doesn’t work, but rather he goes to school. 

МЏша дурЌк, а не гЎний. Misha is a fool and not a genius. 

ОнЏ живѓт не в МосквЎ, а в Петербѓрге. They don’t live in Moscow, but in Petersburg. 

 
 
4) In some cases a has no translation in English; it is used simply to move conversation along.  (Sometimes so is 

a close approximation.) 
 

Менј зовѓт МЏша.  А как вас зовѓт? My name is Misha.  What’s your name? 

А как там бѕло? So, how was it there? 

А почемѓ он іто сказЌл? Why did he say that? 
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Но 
 
Но is reserved for rather sharp contrasts or contradictions, and is almost always translated but. 
 

Он всё врЎмя занимЌется, но получЌет плохЏе 
замЎтки. 

He studies all the time but gets bad grades. 

Он ѓмный, но не ђчень красЏвый. He’s smart but not very attractive. (A positive trait 
is contradicted by negative one.) 

ОнЌ всё прочитЌла, но ничегђ не понялЌ. She read everything but didn’t understand 
anything. 

Винђ бѕло прекрЌсное, но ђчень дорогђе! The wine was fantastic but really expensive. 

Я тебј ђчень люблї, но мы не мђжем быть 
вмЎсте! 

I love you very much, but we cannot be together. 

 
 
 
 
To be honest, the use of these three conjunctions is more complicated than what we have presented here.  In many 
cases more than one of the words is possible.  Both a and но are often possible in the same context, the choice 
depending on the strength of the contrast. And а and и are sometimes interchangeable.  Our suggestion: Learn 
what’s here and keep you eyes and ears open for how Russian writers and speakers use these words. 
 
  Insert the correct conjunction into the sentences. 
 
1. Љто ГЎна, __________ іто егђ женЌ. 

2. Љто ГЎна ______________ егђ женЌ. 

3. НЏна ѓчится хорошђ, _____________ я плђхо.  (No need to repeat the verb.) 

4. Я знЌю, что нЌдо брђсить курЏть, ____________ не могѓ. 

5. Её родЏтели живѓт не в Лђндоне, _____________ в ТрЎнтоне. 

6. Мы бѕли в МосквЎ _________ Петербѓрге. 

7. СЎва говорЏт _________ по-францѓзски, _________ по-рѓсски, __________ по-итальјнски! 

8. Все бѕли прђтив, ________ СЌра решЏла учЏться семЎстр в РоссЏи. 

9. Менј зовѓт ДЏма.  _________ как вас зовѓт? 

10. СтудЎнты в ПрЏнстоне не дуракЏ, ______________ гЎнии. 

11. Там бѕли ЛЎна ___________ её брЌтья. 

12. __________ почемѓ никто ничегђ не сказЌл? 

13. Сегђдня не средЌ, __________ четвЎрг. 

14. Я хотЎл пить винђ, ____________ моЏ родЏтели сказЌли «Нет!» 
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Б. Example Sentences With the New Vocabulary 
 
мђжeт быть 1. Мђжет быть, іто ключЏ Ѕгоря. 1. Maybe these are Igor’s keys. 

іто не [чьё] дЎло 2. + Как зовѓт твої подрѓгу?  − Љто 
не твоё дЎло. 

2. + What's your girlfriend's name?  
−That's none of your business. 

врЎдный 3. По-мђему, пить врЎдно. 3. I think that drinking is bad for you. 

давЌй на «ты» 4. + Откѓда вы? − ДавЌй на «ты». 4. +Where are thou from? − Let's use 
“you”. 

абсолїтный 5. ОнЏ абсолїтно прЌвы. 5. They are absolutely correct. 

прЌв, правЌ, прЌвы 6. Мой отЎц дѓмает, что он всегдЌ 
прав. 

6. My father thinks that he's always right. 

брђси+ 7. Ічень трѓдно брђсить курЏть. 7. It's very hard to quit smoking. 

шкђла 8. Мој млЌдшая сестрЌ ѓчится в 
шкђле. 

8. My younger sister is in high school. 

трѓдный 9. ЭкзЌмен был ђчень трѓдный. 9. The text was very difficult. 

лёгкий 
Adverb is лeгкђ 

10. Нелегкђ бѕло брђсить пить. 10. It was not easy to quit drinking. 

я тeбЎ помогѓ 11. + Я не могѓ брђсить пить.  − Я тебе 
помогѓ. 

11. + I can't quit drinking. − I'll help you. 

чeм я могѓ тeбЎ 
помђчь? 

12. СпасЏбо.  А чем я могѓ тебЎ 
помђчь? 

12. Thanks.  And how can I help you? 

спроси×+ 13. ВЎра спросЏла менј, где я живѓ. 13. Vera asked me where I lived. 

посмђтрим 14. + А потђм?  - Посмђтрим. 14. And then what? − We’ll see. 

общeжЏтиe 15. Я не хочѓ жить в общежЏтии. 15. I don't want to live in the dorm. 

всeгдЌ 
     как всегдЌ 

16. Я всегдЌ хорошђ сплю. 16. I always sleep well. 

рэп-мѓзыка 17. Я терпЎть не могѓ рэп-мѓзыку. 17. I can't stand rap music. 

гЌдость (F) 18. КакЌя гЌдость! 18. What garbage! 

кЌждый схђдит с умЌ 
по-свђeму 

19. + Я люблї тёплый сок.  − КЌждый 
схђдит с умЌ по-свђему. 

19. + I like warm juice. − To each his own. 

[когђ]{зов+´ / зва×+} 20. Как звЌли вЌшу мать? 20. What was you mother's name? 

брюнЎт ~ брюнЎтка 21. Мой млЌдший брат брюнЎт. 21. My younger brother has brown hair. 

мнђго 22. Он мнђго пьёт. 22. He drinks a lot. 

увЏде+ 23. КогдЌ онЌ увЏдела егђ, онЌ 
ничегђне сказЌла. 

23. When she saw him, she didn’t say 
anything. 

поздорђвай+...ся 24. Почемѓ ты не поздорђвался? 24. Why didn't you say hello? 

показа×+ рукђй 25. Он показЌл рукђй на кнЏгу. 25. He pointed to the book. 

тебЎ [Noun in NOM] 26. ТебЎ печЎнье.  Вон - на столЎ. 26. There's a cookie for you.  Over there on 
the table. 
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 Exercise 1 Answer the following questions, using full sentences 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  
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 Exercise 2 Insert the correct conjunction 
 
1. ПрЏнстон первоклЌссный университЎт, _______________ БрЌун нет. 

2. Љто НЏна ____________ её дЎти. 

3. Мы хотЎли, _______________ не моглЏ. 

4. Љто не водЌ water, ___________ вђдка. 

5. Он хђчет __________ крЌсное __________ бЎлое винђ. 

6. Љто Бђря, ___________ іто егђ собЌки. 

7. __________ кто там был? 

8. ПЎтя из РоссЏи, __________ он не говорЏт по-рѓсски. 

9. Он не врач, _______________ адвокЌт. 

10. ОнЌ знЌет, ______________ не говорЏт.  

 
 Exercise 3 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. His sister’s (female) cat was named Friskey.  (Think about Case and Tense!) 

2. That’s none of his business. 

3. No one wants to live in the dormitory. 

 
 
 


