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Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

4.A Seeing / Hearing Someone Do Something: English vs. Russian

To indicate that you saw (Bimest) or heard (caprmasna) something, you must insert the “place holder” kak (which
is preceded by a comma). The observed subject appears in the lower clause in the Nominative. (Of course, the
Verb can also be in the Present Tense.)

S Brena, KaK OHA TaHIEBAIA. I saw her dancing.

TwI BUAHIIB, KAK OHU IETYIOTCS? Do you see them kissing?

Mamia cipimana, Kak 3T JIOAH TOBOPHIIA TO- Masha heard those people speaking German.
HEMELIKH.

ITo-mbOemy, s ciprry, kak Koms moér. 1 think I hear Kolya singing.

Notice that in English the seen/heard person(s) actually appears in the Direct Object form:
I saw them (Robert and Judy) kissing.

A literal translation is impossible in Russian. Why? Well, if you think about it, them is actually serving two
functions in the above sentence: 1) the Direct Object of saw (only the pronoun them — vs. they — makes it clear
that it’s the Direct Object; proper names don’t reflect grammatical function); 2) the Subject of kissing (after all,
they were the ones kissing). In Russian, you can’t have a noun with two different functions? Why not? Case.
Since a Noun is marked with just one Case, it can only have one grammatical function.

We’ll see other examples later on where, because of Case, Russian requires a “buffer,” along the lines of kak.

% MepeBeanTe Ha pyccKui

1. Linda said that she saw Robert and Judy kissing 2. Ithink I hear someone (kT0-T0) speaking Russian.
3. Isaw Nina drinking the vodka. 4. We heard Vera crying.
5. Thank goodness, no one saw us kissing 6. I heard that Masha is getting married. (think — do

you need Kak here?)
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4.6 Declining Foreign Names: An Introduction

Here we’ll concentrate on non-Russian firsf names. (Decline last names, especially Russian last names, can get
ugly.)

Female Names ending in an -a (sound) decline regularly. (We say “sound” because the actual
letter could be a consonant: Sarah.) All other names (ending in either a consonant or another
vowel) do not decline.

S mrobmro bap6apy, a JIécnu s TepnéTh HE MOTY. I like Barbara, but Leslie I can’t stand.
I'ne muceMoO or Memmccni? Where'’s the letter from Melissa?
OH roBoput o Canape u Muménp. He’s talking about Sandra and Michelle.

Masculine Names in a consonant (sound) decline normally. Names in a vowel sound (except -a
— a detail we’ll ignore for now) do not decline.

Brika Biro6miace B KéHa ¢ népBoro B3risiga. Vika fell in love with Ken at first sight.
Omna 310 caénana us-3a brnia. She did it because of Bill.
Bce nymarot o Jlappu. Everyone is thinking about Larry.
Xomep moMor Arry. Homer helped Apu (Nahasapeemapetilon).
@ MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKUM
1. Bill fell in love with Monica at first sight. 2. Monica fell in love with Bill at first sight.
3. Bill fell in love with Kathleen at first sight. 4. Does Bill love Hillary?
5. Jim has three sports cars. 6. Laura doesn’t have any money.
7. Ican’t stand Moe. 8. Where’s the letter from Courtney?
4B. Have the right: nmén+ npaso / He UMén+ npaBsa

Here we actually see a “real” Verb have uméii+. It’s an eii-stem, which behaves exactly like all the aii-stem
Verbs we’ve seen (mymaii+, unTaii+, 3HAH+, etc.), except the vowel preceding the i is different.

The phrase uméii+ npaso have the right is normally followed by an Infinitive:

S1 uMéro PABO TOBOPUTH BCE, UTO TyMar0. I have the right to say everything that I think.

Bce nménu mpaBo ciymarb pan-My3bIKY. Everyone had the right to listen to rap music.
When this phrase is negated, the Direct Object mpaBo become Genitive mpasa (due to the Genitive of Negation).

TrI He UMeéTb TIPABa 37€Ch CTOSTH. You don’t have the right to stand here.

Panpie >xéHIUHBI HE UMENH MTPABa TOJIOCOBATH. Before, women didn’t have the right to vote.
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@ Translate into Russian. Pay special attention to word order.

1. Ihad the right to do everything I wanted. 2. You don’t have the right to lie.

3. Before women didn’t have the right to go to 4. He doesn’t have the right to criticise KpUTHKOBA+
Princeton. us

5. Thave the right to live in Siberia. 6. Not everyone has the right to buy beer.

4r. Sample Sentences

JIEI0 B TOM, YTO 1. JIémo B TOM, 9YTO OH HUYETO HE 1. The thing is, he doesn’t know anything.
3HAET.

BCTpEYaii+...Cs1 2. Bépa crana Bctpeuatbes ¢ ['putiei. | 2. Vera started going out with Grisha.

He/0(DUITUATEHBIN OH MHE 3TO cKa3al HeOUITHATIHHO. He told me that unofficially.

kpome + GEN 4. Bce O6pun Ha BeueprHKE, KpOME 4. Everyone was at the party except Dima.
JIAMBL.

00 3TOM S Huderod He cipimai 00 AToMm. 1 didn't hear anything about that.

Kadé Moti 6pat paboTaeT B Kadé. 6. My brother works in a cafe.

nmoayMai+ Xomep moayMmain U ckazai: «I'MM, Homer thought for a second and said
HET.» “Hmm...no.” (He refused to wear pants

when walking in front of the living room
window.)

BEYEPOM 8. Urto THI 1énaenib ceroaHs BEUSPOM? What are you doing tonight?

BUJIE+ KAK 9. S Bupen, Kak OHU UTPANTH B TEHHUC. I saw them playing tennis.

LEJIOBA+...CSA 10. OH# 1en0BaAIUCH BCIO HOYB! 10. They kissed all night!

noaiern’ 11. TeI Tako# omiér! 11. You are such a sleazebag!

03K 12. Buts — Mol OJIU3KHUI ApyT. 12. Vitya is my close friend.

CBHHBSI 13. OH Takés cBUHBS! 13. He is such a swine.

TaK 4TO 14. 3mech HET MOMX POAMTENCH, Tak UTO | [4. My parents aren’t here, so I can drink
sl MOTY TTUTH U KYPHUTb. and smoke.

HAIll ¢ TOOOH 15. Dro Hama ¢ T060# KOmKA. 15. That's our cat.

CeKpeT 16. D10 GoblOii Cekpér. AGComfoTHO | 16. It's a big secret. Absolutely no one knows
HUKTO HE 3HAET 00 3TOM. about it.

HagEsd+...Co 17. 51 manérock, 9TO THI JIFOOUIIIH UKPY. 17. I hope that you like caviar.

omrnb6/ka (0) 18. OH 0e3 KOHIIA 1éTaeT OIIHOKH. 18. He makes mistakes all the time.

caénaii+ oMoKy

Harmca+ 19. Kto Hamucan «AHHy Kapénuny»? 19. Who wrote Anna Karenina?

Te0¢ 20. Ko Te6¢ 310 cka3an? 20. Who told you that?

pacctpou- + ACC 21. OH MeHs O4eHb paccTpOUIL. 21. He really upset me.

mpuB€T oT + GEN 22. TIpuBér ot Moer6 mudauiero oOpara. | 22. My younger brother sends his greetings.

o0pamoBat+...cs 23. Korna Mbl yBUIETH UX, MBI OUCHb 23. When we saw them, we rejoiced.

00paIoBaCh.
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MPOYUTAI+ 24. 4 xouy npounTtatsh «EBrénus 24. I want to read Eugene Onegin.
OHéruna.

u3-3a + GEN 25. MsI ocTanmuchk 1OMa u3-3a JT0KIS. 25. We stayed home because of the rain.
(ocTan+...cs1 remain; NOXAb rain)

UMEL+ IPABO 26. Tol He uMéenb MpaBa CUACTD 31eCh. | 26. You don't have the right to sit here.

BCE, 4TO 27. Bcé, uTo 0H cka3di, HempaBaa. 27. Everything that he said is not true.

a BIIPYT... 28. A BApYT OHH NPAaBHI? 28. And what if they're right?

Bp3+ 29. 51 Hukornaa He BpY. 29. I never lie.

omuoes / onrrbnack / 30. A Bupyr oH omuocs? 30. And what if he made a mistake?

OIIAOHCTT

BpSJ T 31. OH Bpsia nu XOpOIIHiA Bpad. 31. Iseriously doubt that he's a good doctor.

He cran++ Infinitive 32. OH He cTa)l Obl MHE TIOMOTATh. 32. He wouldn't help me.

¢ KaKOH 1ENpI0? 33. C kakoOi# 1énpio Tl 3TO caénana? 33. What did you hope to accoplish by doing

that?
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@/ Exercise 1  Answer the questions on the recording, using full sentences

1.

~

Cape to Sara (for your answer)

8. peakuus reaction

10.

JomawHee 3apaHue
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JomawHee 3apaHue

g Exercise 2  Use the following new vocabulary items in a sentence NOT related to the story

1. He uMéi+ mpaBa

2. pénait+ onmoKy

3. aBapyr
4. Bpa+
5. kpOme

2< Exercise3 [lepeseaute Ha pyccKuii

1. I hope that no one saw us dancing together.

2. No,itcan’t be! He made a mistake (was mistaken).

3. Last night I saw them in the club.
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