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РасскЌз - Часть Четвёртая: ГраммЌтика 

 
Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar 
explanations.  Everything will make a whole lot more sense – and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier. 
 

4.A Seeing / Hearing Someone Do Something: English vs. Russian 
 
To indicate that you saw (вЏдел) or heard (слѕшала) something, you must insert the “place holder” как (which 
is preceded by a comma).  The observed subject appears in the lower clause in the Nominative.  (Of course, the 
Verb can also be in the Present Tense.) 
 
 

Я вЏдела, как онЌ танцевЌла. I saw her dancing. 

Ты вЏдишь, как онЏ целѓются? Do you see them kissing? 

МЌша слѕшала, как іти лїди говорЏли по-
немЎцки. 

Masha heard those people speaking German. 

По-мђему, я слѕшу, как Кђля поёт. I think I hear Kolya singing. 
 
 
 
Notice that in English the seen/heard person(s) actually appears in the Direct Object form:  
 
     I saw them (Robert and Judy) kissing. 
 
A literal translation is impossible in Russian.  Why?  Well, if you think about it, them is actually serving two 
functions in the above sentence: 1) the Direct Object of saw (only the pronoun them – vs. they – makes it clear 
that it’s the Direct Object; proper names don’t reflect grammatical function); 2) the Subject of kissing (after all, 
they were the ones kissing).  In Russian, you can’t have a noun with two different functions?  Why not?  Case.  
Since a Noun is marked with just one Case, it can only have one grammatical function. 
 
We’ll see other examples later on where, because of Case, Russian requires а “buffer,” along the lines of как. 
 
 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. Linda said that she saw Robert and Judy kissing 2. I think I hear someone (кто-то) speaking Russian. 
3. I saw Nina drinking the vodka. 4. We heard Vera crying. 

5. Thank goodness, no one saw us kissing 6. I heard that Masha is getting married.  (think – do 
you need как here?) 
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4.Б Declining Foreign Names: An Introduction 
 
Here we’ll concentrate on non-Russian first names.  (Decline last names, especially Russian last names, can get 
ugly.) 
 

Female Names ending in an -a (sound) decline regularly.  (We say “sound” because the actual 
letter could be a consonant: Sarah.)  All other names (ending in either a consonant or another 
vowel) do not decline. 

 
Я люблї БЌрбару, а ЛЎсли я терпЎть не могѓ. I like Barbara, but Leslie I can’t stand. 

Где письмђ от МелЏссы? Where’s the letter from Melissa? 

Он говорЏт о СЌндре и МишЎль. He’s talking about Sandra and Michelle. 
 

Masculine Names in a consonant (sound) decline normally.   Names in a vowel sound (except -a 
– a detail we’ll ignore for now) do not decline. 

 
ВЏка влюбЏлась в КЎна с пЎрвого взглјда. Vika fell in love with Ken at first sight. 

ОнЌ іто сдЎлала из-за БЏлла. She did it because of Bill. 

Все дѓмают о ЛЌрри. Everyone is thinking about Larry. 

Хђмер помђг Апѓ. Homer helped Apu (Nahasapeemapetilon). 
   ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

1. Bill fell in love with Monica at first sight. 2. Monica fell in love with Bill at first sight. 

3. Bill fell in love with Kathleen at first sight. 4. Does Bill love Hillary? 
5. Jim has three sports cars. 6. Laura doesn’t have any money. 

7. I can’t stand Moe. 8. Where’s the letter from Courtney? 
 

4В. Have the right:  имЎй+ прЌво / не имЎй+ прЌва 
 
Here we actually see a “real” Verb have имЎй+.  It’s an ей-stem, which behaves exactly like all the ай-stem 
Verbs we’ve seen (дѓмай+, читЌй+, знЌй+, etc.), except the vowel preceding the й is different. 
 
The phrase имЎй+ прЌво have the right is normally followed by an Infinitive: 
 

Я имЎю прЌво говорЏть всё, что дѓмаю. I have the right to say everything that I think. 

Все имЎли прЌво слѓшать рэп-мѓзыку. Everyone had the right to listen to rap music. 
 
When this phrase is negated, the Direct Object прЌво become Genitive прЌва (due to the Genitive of Negation). 
 

Ты не имеЎшь прЌва здесь стојть. You don’t have the right to stand here. 

РЌньше жЎнщины не имЎли прЌва голосовЌть. Before, women didn’t have the right to vote. 
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  Translate into Russian.  Pay special attention to word order. 

1. I had the right to do everything I wanted. 2. You don’t have the right to lie. 

3. Before women didn’t have the right to go to 
Princeton. 

4. He doesn’t have the right to criticise критиковЌ+ 
us 

5. I have the right to live in Siberia. 6. Not everyone has the right to buy beer. 
 

4Г. Sample Sentences 
 
дЎло в том, что 1. ДЎло в том, что он ничегђ не 

знЌет. 
1. The thing is, he doesn’t know anything. 

встречЌй+...ся 2. ВЎра стЌла встречЌться с ГрЏшей. 2. Vera started going out with Grisha. 

не/официЌльный 3. Он мне іто сказЌл неофициЌльно. 3. He told me that unofficially. 

крђме + GEN 4. Все бѕли на вечерЏнке, крђме 
ДЏмы. 

4. Everyone was at the party except Dima. 

об ітом 5. Я ничегђ не слѕшал об ітом. 5. I didn't hear anything about that. 

кафЎ 6. Мой брат рабђтает в кафЎ. 6. My brother works in a cafe. 

подѓмай+ 7. Хђмер подѓмал и сказЌл: «Гмм, 
нет.» 

7. Homer thought for a second and said 
“Hmm...no.”  (He refused to wear pants 
when walking in front of the living room 
window.) 

вЎчером 8. Что ты дЎлаешь сегђдня вЎчером? 8. What are you doing tonight? 

вЏде+ как  9. Я вЏдел, как онЏ игрЌли в тЎннис. 9. I saw them playing tennis. 

целовЌ+...ся 10. ОнЏ целовЌлись всю ночь! 10. They kissed all night! 

подлец´ 11. Ты такђй подлЎц! 11. You are such a sleazebag! 

блЏзкий 12. ВЏтя – мой блЏзкий друг. 12. Vitya is my close friend. 

свиньј 13. Он такЌя свиньј! 13. He is such a swine. 

так что 14. Здесь нет моЏх родЏтелей, так что 
я могѓ пить и курЏть. 

14. My parents aren’t here, so I can drink 
and smoke. 

наш с тобђй 15. Љто нЌша с тобђй кђшка. 15. That's our cat. 

секрЎт 16. Љто большой секрЎт.  Абсолїтно 
никто не знЌет об ітом. 

16. It's a big secret.  Absolutely no one knows 
about it. 

надЎя+...ся 17. Я надЎюсь, что ты лїбишь икрѓ. 17. I hope that you like caviar. 

ошЏб/ка (o) 
сдЎлай+ ошЏбку 

18. Он без концЌ дЎлает ошЏбки. 18. He makes mistakes all the time. 

написа×+ 19. Кто написЌл «Ђнну КарЎнину»? 19. Who wrote Anna Karenina? 

тебЎ 20. Кто тебЎ іто сказЌл? 20. Who told you that? 

расстрђи- + ACC 21. Он менј ђчень расстрђил. 21. He really upset me. 

привЎт от + GEN 22. ПривЎт от моегђ млЌдшего брЌта. 22. My younger brother sends his greetings. 

обрЌдова+...ся 23. КогдЌ мы увЏдели их, мы ђчень 
обрЌдовались. 

23. When we saw them, we rejoiced. 
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прочитЌй+ 24. Я хочѓ прочитЌть «ЕвгЎния 
ОнЎгина». 

24. I want to read Eugene Onegin.  

из-за + GEN 25. Мы остЌлись дђма из-за дождј. 
(остЌн+...ся remain; дoждь´ rain) 

25. We stayed home because of the rain. 

имЎй+ прЌво 26. Ты не имЎешь прЌва сидЎть здесь. 26. You don't have the right to sit here. 

всё, что 27. Всё, что он сказЌл, непрЌвда. 27. Everything that he said is not true. 

а вдруг... 28. А вдруг онЏ прЌвы? 28. And what if they're right? 

вра×+ 29. Я никогдЌ не вру. 29. I never lie. 

ошЏбся / ошЏблась / 
ошЏблисп 

30. А вдруг он ошЏбся? 30. And what if he made a mistake? 

вряд ли 31. Он вряд ли хорђший врач. 31. I seriously doubt that he's a good doctor. 

не стЌн+ + Infinitive 32. Он не стал бы мне помогЌть. 32. He wouldn't help me. 

с какђй цЎлью? 33. С какђй цЎлью ты іто сдЎлала? 33. What did you hope to accoplish by doing 
that? 
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 Exercise 1 Answer the questions on the recording, using full sentences 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7. СЌре to Sara (for your answer) 

8. реЌкция reaction 

9.  

10.  
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 Exercise 2 Use the following new vocabulary items in a sentence NOT related to the story 
 

1. не имЎй+ прЌва 

2. дЎлай+ ошЏбку 

3. а вдруг 

4. вра×+ 

5. крђме 

 
 Exercise 3 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. I hope that no one saw us dancing together. 

2. No, it can’t be!  He made a mistake (was mistaken). 

3. Last night I saw them in the club. 

 


