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Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

5.A The Future Tense: An Introduction

Like English, which uses wil/, Russian can use a “helping verb” to form a Future Tense verb. Combine the stem
oyna+ with the Infinitive of a Repeated Action Verb:

Future Tense (First look)

6y'.£|+ Infinitive (Repeated Action Verb)

3aBTpa 51 OyAy 3aHUMATHCS BECH JICHb. Tomorrow I'm going to study all day.

TeI Oyaemib IeTh HA BeUSPUHKE? Are you going to sing at the party?

OH4 6yaeT nucaTh KHATY 0 YalHKOBCKOM. She’s going to write a book about Tchaikovsky.
HukTt6 He 6ymeT eMy OMOTaTh. No one will help him.

Mpg1 0ynem urpathb B roiib B cyb00Ty. We’re going to play golf on Saturday.

Brl 6yneTe HOueBATH Ha naye? Are you going to spend the night at the dacha?
OHH OYAYT METh PYCCKHE MECHHU. They are going to sing Russian songs.

We’ll learn later on how to form the future tense of One-Time Action verbs like cnpocﬁ+, Kynﬁ+ , BCTaH+, etc.

The Verb 6ya+ can be used on its own, without an Infinitive, to mean will be:

S 6yny n1d6Ma Bech ICHb CErOJTHS. I will be home all day today.
I'ne Th1 Oyaemsb B MIECTh? Where will you be at 6:00?
Onn 6yayT B [IpriHCcTOHE B CY000TY. They will be in Princeton on Saturday.
@ MepeBennTe Ha pycCKui
1. Tam going to sleep on the floor. 2. Are you going to spend the night in the dorm?
3. When is Dima going to listen to (his) parents? 4. No one is going to go to sleep at 8:00.
5. We are going to live in an apartment in Petersburg. 6. Where are y’all going to wait?
7. They are going to get up every day at 5:00. 8. When will you be in Moscow?
9. 1 will be at home tonight. 10. They will be in Princeton a whole week.
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5.6 “Some-" -TO

You can attach the particle -To to various Question words to give the meaning “some-"

-TO Phases

KTO-TO someone

4TO-TO something

rae-To somewhere

KyIa-TO (to) somewhere

OTKY/J1a-TO from somewhere

KaKOH-TO some (kind of)

KaK-To somehow

OYEMY-TO for some reason
KTo-T0 cKa3am, Thl Ky MAIITFHY JJIS MEHS. Someone said that you bought a car for me.
Yro-to ciyunnock. Ero Her noma. Something happened. He'’s not home.
OHa re-To paboTaer, He MOMHIO TJIe. She works somewhere; I don’t remember where.
Bépa xyna-to momura. Vera headed off to somewhere.
OTKya-To MPUILIA erd MOApyTa. His girifriend arrived from somewhere (or other).
B xopumndpe cTosit KakOi-TO TApEHb. Some guy was standing in the hall.
OH Kak-TO OTKPBLI ABEPE. He somehow opened the door.
OHA T0YeMY-TO HE MOKET 3aCHYTh. For some reason, she can’t fall asleep.

Notice that all of these uses of -To words are in statements (about either the past or present). You generally
cannot use -To in questions or statements about the future. (Yes, we will teach you what to use for these later on.)

While the attached particle -To is fixed, the Question word can change CNG (where applicable):

KOT'0-TO someone (ACC / GEN)
KaKy[0-TO some kind of (ACC)
KaKUX-TO some kind of (ACC / GEN)
KaKOM-TO some kind of (LOC)

0 4€M-TO something (LOC)

|
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Marma Koro-To npuriacuia, He 3HAI0 Koro. Masha invited someone; I don’t know who.
OH4 4HTAET KaKyI0-TO KHUTY. She is reading some book.

Muinra U3 KakOro-To MaJIeHbKOTo ropoja B Texace. Misha is from some small town in Texas.
OH#M 0 4€M-TO TOBOPSIT. They 're talking about something.

A few question words do not attach -To to give a “normal” some- meaning. For now, avoid korga-to. The word
for sometimes is maorga. (In case you’re interested, koraa-To means “at one point in the past.”)

MBI uHOT 1A 3aHUMAeMCSI B OMOJIMOTEKE. Sometimes we study in the library.
Wuorna st 04eHb X094y TaHIIEBATb. Sometimes I really want to dance.
g& MNepeBeauTe Ha pycckuim:
1. Someone said that Vadik is getting married. 2. For some reason, no one wanted to iron my pants.
3. She bought some kind of German camera. 4. He’s from a small country in Asia (Azus).
5. Vera fell in love with some guy. 6. 1saw your keys somewhere in the living room.
7. Masha said something about Shura. 8. They saw someone at (ua) the dacha.
5B. Relative Tense: An Introduction

We’ve seen numerous sentences where the English translation contains a verb in a different tense than the
Russian. In each instance so far, the Russian verb is in the present tense, while the English has past tense:

Russian — Present Tense English — Past Tense
Murt# 3HaJ, 9TO y MEHS eCTh JApYT Mitya knew that I had a boyfriend
... HO TIOJTyMaJIa, 9YTO OHU MPOCTO 3AHUMAIOTCS ... but I thought that they were probably just
BMECTE studying together

JKynu Bcerzid TOBOpUJIA, YTO OHA TBOS OJIM3Kas Judy always said that she was your close friend
nonpyra (Verb is Present Tense of be - £)

... 1 IMEJa TIPABO 1ENaTh BCE, UTO X0UY ... I had the right to do everything I wanted

We don’t want to sound chauvinistic, but this difference is really a problem with English. 1t turns out that
English has something called “sequence of tenses.” (Supposedly you learned about this in high school English
class. Violating the sequence of tenses “rule” is a typical “error” in writing.) In English, when the first verb in a
sentence is in the Past Tense, all following verbs must also be in the Past. In English it doesn’t matter whether the
following verbs refer to an action previous to (past), concurrent with (present), or after (future) the original Past
Tense verb: everything must be in the Past.

Russian does not have a “sequence of tenses” rule. Russian puts the verbs following the initial past tense verb in
whatever tense they actually refer to — relative to the first past tense verb. In the first example, Mitya knew (past)
that Sara currently had a boyfriend, so the present tense ects is used. In the second example, Linda thought
(past) that Judy and Robert were currently studying, so, again, the present tense is used.
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When translating from Russian > English, the sequence of tenses rule does not create too much of a problem —
after all, you are all native speakers of English and you know what is grammatical in English. The problem

comes in when going from English > Russian. You need to get out of the habit of translating literally. (Of course
this applies in general, but it is especially importatnt when sequence of tenses is involved.)

Let’s take a look at what the actual meaning of the above sentences would be if you translated literally from
English > Russian:

MuTs 3HaJ, 4TO y MEHsI ObLI APYT Mitya knew that I had (previously) had a boyfriend

...HO ToIyMaja, 4To OHU MPOCTO 3aHUMAIUCH ... but I thought that they had (previously) been

BMéCTE studying together

Jlxynu Bceraa roBOpHIiIa, 9TO OHA OBLIA TBOS Judy always said that she had (previously) been your

OJIHA3Kas moJipyra close friend

...sl UMEJTa TIPaBo JENaTh BCE, UTO XOTEIA I had the right to do what I had (previously) wanted to
do

This is an important (and somewhat complex) topic, which we’ll return to in a later lesson.

Question: I seem to remember the following line in Part 4 of the story:

Why is the verb mesoBasmcs in the Past Tense? She (Linda) saw an ongoing

|
|
!
! 51 BAgena, kKak OHA HeJoBAINCH [ saw them kissing
i
|
! action? Why isn’t it in the Present Tense?

L.

é Answer: Super-fantastic question! We’ll have to wimp out and say that this involves a |
i rather complex explanation that’s not worth going into (at this level). (Of i
| course, that’s a fancy way of saying we really have no great answer.) |

U |

@ MNepeBeauTe Ha PyCCKUA:
1. Ithought that you loved him. 2. We heard that she played tennis well.
3. He knew that I had 10 sports cars. 4. Everyone thought that you went to Brown.
5. V;fhen I saw them I asked how they were getting 6. Rita said that she lived in California.
along.
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5I. Sample Sentences

momrén’ (€) 1. Omna monuta B GMOMIIOTEKY . 1. She headed to the library.

B+ ACC 2. Omn# mouud B HOBoe Kade. 2. We went to the new café.

TUTAH 3. 'V MeHS HEeT HUKAKUX TUTAHOB. 3. Idon’t have any plans.

Ha + ACC of Time Phrase | 4. OH npumén Ha qBa Jaca. 4. He came (over) for two hours.

YUKIH] 5. Sl 3aHmMMANICS BECh YHKAH]I. 5. I studied all weekend.

cB00OIEH (€) 6. Tsi cBOOOIEH cerOHs BéUepoM? 6. Are you free tonight?

JéJa 7. Moﬁ POJUTENN KU MAIGHBKYIO | 7. My parents bought a small dacha.
Jaqy.

npupona Tam O4eHs kpacuBas npupoOaa. 8. The nature there is beautiful.

OTBETH+ 9. OHA MeHs cnipocHiia, HO g He She asked me, but I didn’t answer.
OTBETHIL.

{6y 1+ / GBI+ 10. 51 6yay B TOCTUHOM. 10. I will be in the living room.

onuH’ (1) 11. Ona »uBET OHA. 11. She lives alone.

4ro 32 + NOM 12. Yro 3a kH#ra? 12. What is that book?

KOMHATa 13. Er6 xOMHata Bcerna O4eHs TpsizHast. | /3. His room is always dirty.

oyn+ + Infinitive 14. Ms1 6yneM cMOTPETh HEMEITKAH 14. We're going to see a German film.
buiabBM.

HOYCBA+ 15. OnHa yacTo HOYYET y apryra. 15. She often spends the night at her

boyfriend’s.

MOYEeMY-TO 16. Cepéxa mouemMy-To He XOTENn 16. Seryozha for some reason didn’t want to
TaHIEBATH ¢ Tamapoii. dance with Tamara.

yCTpOH+ 17. Kto ycTpOmi 3Ty BeUepUHKY? 17. Who threw this party?

TIPUTTIACH+ 18. [Touemy BBI HE MPUTITACHITH ﬁpy? 18. Why didn’t you invite Ira?

-TO 19. OH YTO-TO OCTABHII Ha CTOJE. 19. He left something on the table.

6e3 + GEN 20. 41 He Mory XHTh Oe3 Teb! 20. I can't live without you!

yTpOM 21. Cer6anst yTpOM 5 BCTAJI B IIAATh. 21. This morning I got up at 5:00.

MPHHS+ Ty 22. Tol mpUHSI Tyl CETOAHS? 22. Did you take a shower today?

OI€H+...CH 23. On4 6pICTpO 0/1¢TaCh | MONLIA B 23. She quickly got dressed and headed to the
KITy0. club.

BOK3AJ 24. A supen I1éTio Ha BOK3aJe. 24. I saw Petya at the train station.

npumén’ (€) 25. Ou# NpuIUIA B Yac. 25. They arrived at 1:00.

3aCHY+ 26. OHA 3acHyJIa Ha AVBAHE. 26. She fell asleep on the sofa.

0000000000000 |
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@/ Exercise 1  Answer the questions on the recording, using full sentences

1.

10.
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Story: Part 5 - Homework

,@f Exercise 2 Use the following new vocabulary items in a sentence NOT related to the story.
Remember, for One-Time Action Verbs, stick to Past or Infinitive.

1. mpwuriacu+

2. xOMHara

3. cB0oOOJEH (e)

4. T™IaHBI HA

5. omuH (M)

2< Exercise3 [lepeseaute Ha pyCccKuii

1. + What are you going to do tomorrow? - We’re going to sit at home and think about Russian grammar

2. Yesterday for some reason I got up at 5:00, took a shower, got dressed, and headed to the library.

3. Ican’tlive without cheap American beer!
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