
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  Рассказ: Часть Девјтая (ГраммЌтика)-1 

ГраммЌтика:  A.  The Prepositions В / На 
  Б. НЎ было  
  В. Сто раз 
  Г. Sample Sentences 

 
РасскЌз - Часть Девјтая: ГраммЌтика 

 
Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar 
explanations.  Everything will make a whole lot more sense – and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier. 
 

9.A В vs. На 
 
The English Prepositions to (destination) and at (location) can each be translated by (at least) two different 
Prepositions in Russian, either в or на.   
 
First recall that both в and на govern either Accusative (direction/destination) or Locative/Prepositional 
(location): 
 

В / На + Accusative (= Direction) В / На + Prepositional (= Location) 
Он пошёл в библиотЎку. 
He headed off to the library 

Он рабђтает в библиотЎке. 
He works at the library 

Мы ходЏли на отлЏчный концЎрт. 
We went to a great concert. 

Мы бѕли на отлЏчном концЎрте. 
We were at a great concert. 

 
Now the question arises: How do you know whether to use в or на?  After all, there doesn’t seem to be any 
difference in English. 
 
First, we can tell you that the choice between в and на can be very tricky, but for now we’ll stick to one basic 
opposition: 
 

Use «В» for Physical Locations  //  Use «На» for Events 
 
Here are some Nouns we’ve had so far, categorized by в versus на: 
 

В (Place) На (Event) 
теЌтр 
кинђ 
музЎй 
университЎт 
ресторЌн 

балЎт 
концЎрт 
ђпера 
урђк 
вѕставка 

 
(Nearly) all place names take в: в Москвѓ; в ПрЏнстоне; в ЧикЌго; в РоссЏи. 
 
We’ll be updating the в / на list as the year goes on. 
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  Question: I seem to recall that it was «на дЌче».  What the heck kind of event is дЌча?  
That sure seems like a location to me. 

 Answer: First, you have an excellent memory.  It is «на дЌче».  We told you в versus 
на was complex. 

 
 

 Add water (and provide the correct Prepostion).  Don’t forget about Location vs. Motion. 

 
1. Мы / кЌждый / пјтница / ходи×+ / музЎй (present) 2. ОнЏ / вчерЌ / вЎчером / {бѓд+ / бы×+} / концЎрт 
3. ОнЌ / пошёл+´(ё) / урђк 4. Мой / знакђмая / рабђтЌй+ / библотЎка (present) 

5. Сегђдня / мы / ид+´/ кинђ (present) 6. Я (masc) / вЏде+ / ЛЎна / вѕставка (past) 

7. ВЎра / чЌсто / ходи×+ / ђпера (present) 8. Бѕло / скѓчный / теЌтр 
 
 

9.Б Ни рЌзу не + Past Tense Verb 
 
To indicate that you have never (not a single time) done something, been somewhere, etc., use the Adverbial 
Phrase ни рЌзу не + Past Tense Verb: 
 
Since there is a complete lack of accomplishment, only an Imperfective Verb can be used with ни рЌзу не. 
 
With the Verb be, the stress shifts to the нЎ in all forms except the Feminine, where is stays on the -Ќ in былЌ:  
Also, note that in English we say been to (London, a concert), which might lead you to try to use the Accusative 
after в (or на).  But after the Verb был/Ќ/и you must use Prepositional.  (And when translating from Russian, you 
do not want to be to literal: Я не рЌзу нЎ был в МосквЎ is I have never been to Moscow; “in Moscow” sounds 
awkward, at least to me. 
 

Я ни рЌзу не обЎдала в грузЏнском 
ресторЌне. 

I have never eaten in a Georgian restaurant. 

ОнЌ ни рЌзу не былЌ в Лђндоне. She has never been to London. 

Он ни рЌзу нЎ был во Владивостђке. He has never been to Vladivostok. 

ОнЏ ни рЌзу не Ўли икрѓ. They have never eaten caviar. 

 
 

  Question: What Case is рЌзу?  Since there’s negation involved, shouldn’t it be Genitive, 
i.e., рЌза?   

 Answer: Wow, you are really sharp.  It turns out, however, that рЌзу is Genitive.  There 
are a small number of Masculine Nouns that sometimes have a Genitive form 
in {U}.  We won’t see many this year, but when you come across a Noun in 
{U} and nothing except Genitive makes sense, you’ll be able to look back 
fondly on this note. 
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 Indicate what the person has never to, where s/he has never been: 

 
1. ГрЏша (male) / been to Paris 2. НЌдя (female) / been to Moscow. 

3. Я (female) / dined in a Russian restaurant. 4. Кто / drank vodka. 

5. Мы / baked a cake 6. Њра (male) / saw snow 

7. МарЏна (female) / read that newspaper 8. Я (male) / been to Toronto 
 
 
 
 
 

9.В Plans for (time):  ПлЌны на + Accusative 
 
In the story Mitya asks Sara: КакЏе у тебј плЌны на канЏкулы?  What are you plans for vacation?  To indicate 
what someone’s plans are for a certain time period (morning, Saturday, a week, March), use плЌны на + 
Accusative (where Accusative is possible): 
 

КакЏе у тебј плЌны на срЎду? What are your plans for Wednesday? 

У менј нет осђбых плЌнов на лЎто. I don’t have any special plans for the summer. 

КакЏе у ВЏки плЌны на зЌвтра*? What are Vika’s plans for tomorrow? 

У нас ужЎ есть плЌны на іту недЎлю. We already have plans for this week. 

 
*ЗЌвтра (which is most likely an Adverb) does not decline.  We also saw: До зЌвтра See you tomorrow. 
 
 
We actually see a very similar на + Accusative of Time in the sentence: 
 

Я бы хотЎл съЎздить в ПЏтер на недЎлю. I would like to go to Petersburg for a week. 

 
We’ll discuss this exact use of на a little later on.  (It’s basically the same as плЌны на, but it requires a little 
more explanation.) 
 

 ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

 
1. What are your plans for Friday? 2. I don’t have any special plans for tomorrow. 

3. What are his plans for the summer? 4. They don’t have any special plans for December. 

5. Unfortunately, I already have plans for vacation. 6. What are your plans for next слЎдующий week? 
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9Г. Sample Sentences 
 
музЎй 1. В Нью-Йђрке мнђго прекрЌсных 

музЎев. 
1. There are a lot of great museums in New 

York. 

теЌтр 2. Мой друг чЌсто хђдит в теЌтр. 2. My friend often goes to the theater. 

концЎрт 3. Мы вчерЌ бѕли на прекрЌсном 
концЎрте. 

3. We were at a great concert yesterday. 

осђбый 4. У тебј нет какЏх-то осђбых 
плЌнов на зЌвтра? 

4. You don’t have any special plans for 
tomorrow? 

съЎзди+  Perfective only 5. В суббђту я съЎздил в ТрЎнтон. 5. I went to Trenton on Saturday. 

ПЏтер 6. Мой друг учЏлся два семЎстра в 
ПЏтере. 

6. My friend spent two semesters studying in 
“Petetown” 

на 7. Мы Ўдем на двЌ мЎсяца в Москвѓ. 7. We’re going to Moscow for two months. 

недЎля 8. Мы бѕли там недЎлю. 8. We were there a week. 

ведь 9. Ведь он твой сын! 9. After all, he’s your son! 

ни рЌзу (не) 10. ОнЌ ни рЌзу не былЌ в 
Калифђрнии. 

10. She has never been to California. 

идЎя 11. У неё весгдЌ хорђшие идЎи. 11. She always has good ideas. 

ѓмница 12. ДЏма, какой ты ѓмница! 12. Dima, you are so smart! 

ЭрмитЌж 13. ЭрмитЌж – одЏн из лѓчших музЎев 
в мЏре. 

13. The Hermitage is one of the best museums 
in the world. 

походи×+ 14. Мы ђколо чЌса походЏли по 
БродвЎю. 

14. We walked on/along Broadway for about 
an hour. 

НЎвский проспЎкт 15. На НЎвском (проспЎкте) мнђго 
интерЎсных здЌний. 

15. There are a lot of interesting buildings on 
Nevsky (Prospect). 

Гђголь 16. Я читЌл мнђго Гђголя. 16. I’ve read a lot of Gogol. 

стђит + Infinitive 17. Стђит пообЎдать в ітом 
ресторЌне? 

17. Is it worth dining in this restaurant? 

ДостоЎвский 18. Что ты читЌл Достоевского? 18. What have you read of Dostoevsky? 

«Мёртвые дѓши» 19. Гђголь - Ќвтор кнЏги «Мёртвые 
дѓши». 

19. Gogol is the author or the book “Dead 
Souls”. 

«ПреступлЎние и 
наказЌние» 

20. Я ђчень хочѓ прочитЌть 
«ПреступлЎние и наказЌние» по-
рѓсски. 

20. I really want to read “Crime and 
Punishment” in Russian. 

полюби×+ 21. Мђя подрѓга срЌзу полюбЏла 
Петербѓрг. 

21. My friend immediately fell in love with 
Petersburg. 

культѓра 22. Он знЌет всё об америкЌнской 
культѓре. 

22. He knows everything about American 
culture. 

{Ўд+ / Ўха+} // по- 23. КудЌ ты Ўдешь лЎтом? 23. Where are you going this summer? 

сЎссия 24. КогдЌ бѓдет сЎссия в ітом 
семЎстре? 

24. When is exam period this semester? 

устрЌивает + 
Accusative 

25. К сожалЎнию, іто егђ не 
устрЌивает. 

25. Unfortunately, that doesn’t suit him/that’s 
not OK with him. 
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жду – не дождѓсь! 26. Мы Ўдем в РоссЏю.  Жду – не 
дождѓсь! 

26. We’re going to Russia.  I can’t wait! 

в востђрге от + Genitive 27. ОнЏ бѕли в востђрге от концЎрта. 27. They were absolutely crazy about the 
concert. 

Пѓшкин, ПЌвловск, 
Петергђф, ГЌтчина 

28. Я хочѓ поЎхать и в Пѓшкин, и в 
ПЌвловск, и в Петергђф, и в 
ГЌтчину. 

28. I want to go to Pushkin, and to Pavlosk, 
and to Petergof, and to Gatchina. 

почтЏ 29. Мой профЎссор хђдит в бар почтЏ 
кЌждый вЎчер. 

29. My professor goes to a bar practically 
ever night. 
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 Exercise 1 Answer the questions on the recording, using full sentences 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5. Дайте 3 причины  Give 3 reasons 

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  



Story: Part 9 − Homework 
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 Exercise 2 Use the following new vocabulary items in a sentence NOT related to the story.  
    
 

1. ни рЌзу 

2. стђит 

3. в востђрге от 

4. почтЏ 

 
 Exercise 3 ПереведЏте на рѓсский 

 
1. I would like to go to California for a week. 

2. Does that suit your father?  (Is that OK with your father?) 

 
 
 


