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РасскЌз - Часть ДвенЌдцатая: ГраммЌтика 
Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar 
explanations.  Everything will make a whole lot more sense – and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier. 

 

 

12.A A Truly Irregular Verb:   eсть // съ- eat 
 
The verb eat is one of just two really irregular verbs in Russian (the other is дать, which we saw a few weeks 
ago). The Past is more or less normal, but the Present (especially the singular) looks nothing like any verb we’ve 
seen so far. (Not only that, but the Perfective prefix contains the rarely encountered hard sign ъ, which serves the 
purpose of representing a /y/ sound after the ‘с’ and before the ‘e’: съесть  сй{E}сть): 
 

есть // съ-  eat 

PRESENT PAST INFINITIVE 
я (съ)ем мы (съ)едЏм я, ты, он   (съ)ел 

ты (съ)ешь вы (съ)едЏте оно  (съ)Ўло 

(съ)есть 

он(а) (съ)ест они (съ)едјт я, ты, она  (съ)Ўла IMPERATIVE 
  мы, вы, они   (съ)Ўли Ўшь(те) 

 
(Tip: In the Plural forms of the Present, the 2nd-conjugation endings are added to ед-´.) 
 
 

12.Б Food 
 
As mentioned in the Словарь, many foods that appear in the plural in English are singular in Russian. 
 

Мой сын кЌждый день ест картђшку. My son eats potatoes every day. 

НЌши дЎти не едјт моркђвку. Our children don’t eat carrots. 

ИзвинЏ, я свёклу не ем. Sorry, I don’t eat beets. 

 
One exception is помидђр tomato, which does appear in plural: 
 

Мы ђчень лїбим помидђры. We really like tomatoes. 
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  Quick Chameleon: 
 
1. МЌша ест капѓсту (я, нЌши дЎти, кто?, ты, вы, мы, никтђ) 

2. МЏша съел всю кѓрицу (онЏ, кто, ВЎра, вы) 
 
  Translate into Russian: 
 
1. I eat beet salad every morning. 2. Who ate up the garlic? 

3. I want to try the beef-stroganoff. 4. What vegetables does your daughter eat? 
5. Nina ate up the soup. 6. We eat only shchi. 

7. How can you eat potatoes without sauce? 8. I don’t eat tomatoes. 

9. For the main course, I will order chicken. 10. For dessert we ate ice cream and cake. 
 
 

12.Б Approximation: Дђлларов двЌдцать пять 
 
(We actually saw this point exhibited when discussing how to give approximate age.  Here’s the full explanation.) 
 
Russian has a pretty cool way of making approximations with numbers. Take the noun and move it in front of the 
number. Keep the noun in whatever case it was in originally (either Genitive Singular – if the number ends in 2, 
3, 4; or Genitive Plural – for numbers ending ≥ 5; or even Nominative Singular – if the number is 1).  So, before 
you can utter the noun, you have to know the number you’re about to say. 
 
Я купЏл  дЎсять кнЏг. Его компьїтер стђит   девятьсђт   дђлларов. 
I bought 10 books. His computer costs $900. 
 
 

 

Я купЏл  кнЏг  дЎсять. Его компьїтер стђит  дђлларов  девятьсђт. 
I bought about 10 books. His computer costs around $900. 
 
If the main noun has an ‘attached’ Genitive (bottle of wine), leave the Genitive noun behind: 
 

Я купЏл  дЎсять бутѕлок винЌ. 
I bought 10 bottles of wine 
 
 
Я купЏл  бутѕлок  дЎсять винЌ. 
I bought about 10 bottles of wine. 

 
If there’s a prepositional phrase, move the noun in front of the preposition. One very common instance of this is 
with time: 
 
Рома пришёл  в два  часЌ. Лиза встЌла  в пять  часђв. 
Roma arrived at 2:00. Liza got up at 5:00. 
 
 

 

Рома пришёл  часЌ  в два. Лиза встЌла  часђв  в пять. 
Roma arrived at around 2:00. Liza got up at around 5:00. 
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*You can’t do this with 1:00, which isn’t expressed using a number. Instead use ђколо чЌса. 
 
In general: Be careful with Prepositions + Numbers.  We still don’t know how to say things like I am writing 
about two countries, which would require the word two in the Prepositional.  We won’t get to the complete 
declension of cardinal numbers until next year. 
 
 
  Make the number phrases approximations: 
 
1. У меня сто книг. 2. Он встал в дЎсять часђв. 

3. Она занимЌется семь часђв в день.  (The 
prepositional phrase here is irrelevant) 

4. Я читЌю двЎсти странЏц в недЎлю. 

5. Он ест кѓрицу три рЌза в недЎлю. 6. Коля придёт в два часЌ. 

7. У нЌшего профЎссора двЌдцать жён. 8. Она купЏла пятьсђт бутѕлок пЏва. 

9. Они ушлЏ в час. 10. Он знЌет семь языкђв. 
 

12Г. Sample Sentences 
 
 

чЎстно говорј 1. ЧЎстно говорј, обЎд был не 
ахтЏ. 

To be honest, the dinner was nothing 
special. 

нелђвко + Dative 2. ВЏте бѕло нелђвко, что он 
забѕл о дне рождЎния женѕ.  

Vitya felt awkward that he forgot about his 
wife’s birthday. 

цен а× 3. В этом магазЏне очень высђкие 
цЎны. 

The prices in this store are very high. 

за 4. По-мђему, сто дђлларов за 
учЎбник слЏшком дђрого. 

I think $100 for a textbook is too expensive. 

блїдо 5. Я не знЌю, какое блїдо 
заказЌть. 

I don’t know what dish to order. 

чЎтверть 6. ЧЎтверть студЎнтов спят на 
урђке. 

A quarter of the students sleep during the 
lesson. 

мЎсячная зарплЌта 7. У нЌшего профЎссора рѓсского 
языкЌ очень мЌленькая 
мЎсячная зарплЌта. 

What is his monthly salary 
Our Russian professor has a small salary. 

зарабЌтывай+ // зарабђтай+ 8. Сколько твой отЎц 
зарабЌтывает в год? 

How much does you father earn a year? 

медсестрЌ (медбрЌт) 9. Мој мать – медсестрЌ. My mother is a nurse. 
закЌзывай+ // заказа×+ 10. Он всегдЌ закЌзывает кѓрицу. He always orders chicken. 
прђбова+ // по- 11. Ты ужЎ попрђбовал суп? 

12. СобЌка хђчет попрђбовать мой 
бефстрђганов. 

Did you try the soup already? 
The dog wants to try by beef stroganoff. 

кѓхня 13. Я люблї францѓзскую кѓхню. I like French food. 
начинЌй+ // {начн+´ / нача+} 
с + Genitive 

14. ПрофЎссор всегдЌ начинЌет 
урђк с экзЌмена. 

15. Начнём обЎд с морђженого! 

The professor always begins the class with 
an exam. 
We’ll begin the dinner with ice cream! 
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борщ΄ 16. Я не могѓ жить без твоегђ 
борщЌ. 

I can’t live without your borscht.  

помидђр 17. Этот помидђр слЏшком 
зелёный. 

This tomato is too green. 

свёкла 18. Свёкла -  мой любЏмый ђвощ. Beets are my favorite vegetable. 
щи (Gen is щей) 19. Нина кЌждый день ест щи. Nina eats shchi every day.  
что такђе + Nominative 20. Что такђе «винегрЎт»? 

21. Он не знЌет, что такђе щи. 
What is ‘vinaigrette’? 
He doesn’t know what ‘shchi’ is. 

суп 22. Какой суп ты лїбишь? What kind of soup do you like? 
капѓста 23. Русские едјт мнђго капѓсты. Russians eat a lot of cabbage. 
ђвощ 24. Мой сын не ест ђвощи. 

25. Какой твой любЏмый ђвощ? 
My son doesn’t eat vegetables. 
What’s your favorite vegetable? 

картђшка 26. Почемѓ вы едЏте только мјсо и 
картђшку? 

Why do you eat just meat and potatoes?  

моркђвка 27. Багз БЌнни очень лїбит 
моркђвку. 

Bugs Bunny really likes carrots. 

лук 28. Я люблї пЏццу с лѓком. I like pizza with onions. 
чеснок΄ 29. Она заказЌла пЏццу без 

чеснокЌ. 
She ordered pizza without garlic. 

винегрЎт 30. Я съел весь винегрЎт.  I ate up the beet salad. 
сђус 31. Как ты мђжешь есть пЏццу без 

сђуса? 
How can you eat pizza without sauce? 

салЌт 32. НЌдо кЌждый день есть салЌт. One should eat salad every day. 
вторђе, на вторђе 33. На вторђе мы заказЌли кѓрицу. We ordered chicken for the main course. 
бефстрђганов 34. Все, крђме менј, Ўли беф-

стрђганов 
Everyone except me ate beef stroganoff. 

кѓрица 35. Мои родЏтели кЌждый день 
едјт кѓрицу. 

My parents eat chicken every day. 

слЌдкое 36. Что вы заказЌли на слЌдкое? What did you order for dessert? 
морђженое 37. В ПрЏнстоне очень вкѓсное, но 

дорогђе морђженое. 
In Princeton there is very delicious, but 
rather expensive ice cream. 

молђчные продѓкты 38. У моЎй мЌтери аллергЏя на 
молђчные продѓкты. 

My mother is allergic to dairy products. 

аллергЏя на + ACC 39. У меня аллергЏя на собЌк. I’m allergic to dogs. 
пЌльчики облЏжешь 40. Хђмер чЌсто говорЏт,  «Гмм. 

пЌльчики облЏжешь». 
Homer often says “Hmmm, finger-lickin’ 
good.” 

возвращЌй+...ся // вернѓ+...ся 
кудЌ 

41. КогдЌ ты вернёшься? 
42. Она кЌждый вЎчер 

возвращЌется домђй часђв в 
семь. 

When will you be back? 
She returns home every evening around 
7:00. 
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 Exercise 1 Answer the questions on the recording, using full sentences 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  
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 УпражнЎние 2   Discuss the eating habits (likes/dislikes) of the following people/animals.  

1. Я 

2. Мој бЌбушка (Мой дЎдушка) 

3. МоЏ родЏтели 

4. НЌша собЌка/кђшка 

  УпражнЎние 3  Answer as truthfully as you wish using approximations. 
 
1. What time do you usually wake up? 

2. How many pages a week do you read? 

3. How many hours a day do you study? 

4. How many books do you have? 

5. How many squirrels (Nominative Singular is  бЎл/ка (о)) are there in Princeton? 

 
 


