
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  Рассказ: Часть ПятнЌдцатая (ГраммЌтика)-1 

ГраммЌтика:  A. Ask 
  Б.  Sample Sentences 

РасскЌз - Часть ПятнЌдцатая: ГраммЌтика 
Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar 
explanations.  Everything will make a whole lot more sense – and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier. 

There’s only one grammar point in this lesson, but it’s a really important (and often confusing) point.  Please go over this 
very carefully; the differences in some of the forms may be slight, but the differences in meaning are enormous.   

 

15.A Verbs of Asking (Three Ways) 
 
There are three distinct (and non-interchangeable) ways that the verb ask shows up in Russian. We’ve had two of 
the three in previous lessons, and the third in this part of the story. You have to pay close attention to what kinds 
of phrases (in what Cases) appear after the verb. 
 
• спрЌшивай+ // спроси×+ когђ о чём/где, etc. = ask someone for information 
 
After the verb can appear: 

1) The person asked – in the Accusative. 
 

Я ужЎ спросЏл МЌшу. I already asked Masha. 

Надо всех спрЌшивать. (You) have to ask everyone. 
 
2) A phrase, beginning either with a question word, or a prepositional phrase. (The person asked may also 

appear.) 
 

МЏша менј спросЏл, где живёт ЛЎна. Misha asked me where Lena lives. 

РЌньше мој женЌ спрЌшивала, почемѓ мне 
всегдЌ хђлодно. 

My wife used to ask me why I was always cold. 

Когђ НЏна спрЌшивала обо мне? Whom was NIna asking about me? 

Все спрЌшивают ДЏму о егђ отцЎ. Everyone is asking Dima about his father. 

Я бы хотЎла тебј спросЏть об однђм 
студЎнте. 

I would like to ask you about a (certain) student. 

 
3) The actual question being asked – in quotes. (We’ve seen this in the story dozens of times.) 
 

«Всё в порјдке?» спросЏл МЏтя. “Is everything OK?” asked Mitya. 
 
With the verb спрЌшивай + // спроси×+ you cannot use the word вопрђс question. To say He asks a lot of 
questions, see directly below. 
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• {задай+´/задавЌй} // зад а×ть (комѓ) вопрђс = ask (someone) a question 
 
The direct object вопрђс is required. The person asked (in the Dative) is optional: 
 

Кђля зЌдал ЗЏне ђчень хорђший вопрђс. Kolya asked Zina a very good question. 

ГЎра всегдЌ задаёт такЏе глѓпые вопрђсы. Gera always asks such stupid questions. 

Как ты мђжешь задавЌть мне такђй вопрђс? How can you ask me such a question? 
 
• проси×+ // по- когђ + Infinitive = ask/request that someone do something 
 

СЌра попросЏла МЏтю ей помђчь. Sara asked Mitya to help her. 

Я тебј прошѓ здесь не курЏть. I’m asking you not to smoke. 

Я попросЏл сестрѓ помѕть посѓду, но она 
сказЌла «нет». 

I asked (my) sister to wash the dishes, but she said “No”. 

 
Note the expression: 
 

Я тебј/вас ђчень прошѓ! Please! / I’m begging you! 
 
  Translate into Russian: 
 
1. Vera asked Gleb a good question. 2. Who asked you to open to window? 

3. Someone asked me why I never clean my room. 4. Nina is always asking our poor professor stupid 
questions. 

5. Vanya asked (his) father to take out the garbage. 6. “What are you plans for the weekend?” asked Galya. 

7. Why is everyone asking me about Russian 
grammar? 

8. Please! / I'm begging you! 

9. Polya asked me who does the laundry at home. 10. I want to ask someone about something. 
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 Нђвые словЌ из расскЌза: 
 
бѕстрый 

 

1. Он слЏшком бѕстро говорЏт. 

2. ФеррЌри – очень бѕстрая машЏна. 

1. He speaks too fast. 

2. A Ferrari is a fast car. 

начЌло 3. ОнЏ уЎхали в начЌле мЌя. 3. They left at the beginning of May. 

прЌздник 4. Почемѓ Саша рабђтает? Сегђдня 
же прЌздник. 

5. Рождествђ – мой любЏмый 
прЌздник. 

4. Why is Sasha working? Today is a 
holiday. 

5. Christmas is my favorite holiday. 

чЎрез + Accusative 

 

6. Вера уЎдет чЎрез пять дней. 

7. Мы приЎдем недЎли чЎрез три. 

6. Vera is leaving in five days (from now). 

7. We will arrive in about three weeks. 

Восьмђе мЌрта 8. Восьмђе мЌрта – очень большђй 
прЌздник в РоссЏи. 

8. March 8th is a very big holiday in Russia. 

прЌвильно 9. Ѓсли я прЌвильно пђнял ДЏму, он 
не хђчет тебј приглашЌть на 
вечерЏнку. 

9. If I understood Dima correctly, he 
doesn’t want to invite you to the party. 

послезЌвтра 10. Сегђдня средЌ, знЌчит послезЌвтра 
пјтница. 

10. Today is Wednesday, so the day after 
tomorrow is Friday. 

ЖЎнский день 11. В АмЎрике нет прЌздника 
«Междунарђдный жЎнский день». 

11. In America there's no such holiday as 
«International Women's Day». 

междунарђдный 12. По-мђему, ООН – сЌмая вЌжная 
междунарђдная организЌция. 

12. In my opinion, the UN is the most 
important international organization. 

цветѕ 

 Singular is цвет(ђ)к 

13. Бђря ДЌше принёс цветѕ. Она 
былЌ очень трђнута. 

13. Borya brought Dasha flowers. She was 
very touched. 

продѓкты 14. Мој мать кЌждый день покупЌет 
продѓкты. 

14. My mother buys groceries every day. 

убирЌй+ //  
{убер+´/убр а×+} 

15. Я убирЌю кђмнату два рЌза в год. 

16. Здесь очень грјзно. НЌдо убрЌть. 

15. I clean my room twice a year. 

16. It's really dirty in here. (You) have to 
clean up. 

{мђй+ / мѕ+}// по- 17. Кто обѕчно мђет собЌку? 17. Who usually washes the dog? 

посѓда 18. Я ненавЏжу мыть посѓду. 18. I hate washing the dishes. 

проси×+ // по- 19. СЌша менј попросЏл принестЏ 
икрѓ. 

19. Sasha asked me to bring caviar. 

считЌй+ 20. Я считЌю, что мужчЏна дђлжен 
стирЌть. 

20. I think / In my opinion, the man should 
do the laundry. 

(Review) 

дђлж(е)н + Infinitive 

   должнЌ, должнђ, 
должнѕ 

21. Все должнѕ помогЌть бЎдным. 

22. Мой отЎц мне сказЌл, что я дђлжна 
дѓмать об отмЎтках. 

21. Everyone should help the poor. 

22. My father told me that I should think 
about (my) grades. 

стирЌй+ // по- 23. ТЌня стирЌет кЌждую срЎду. 23. Tanya does the laundry every 
Wednesday. 
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выноси×+ // вѕнес+ 24. Здесь плђхо пЌхнет. НЌдо вѕнести 
мѓсор. 

24. It smells bad in here. (Someone) should 
take out the garbage. 

мѓсор 25. К сожалЎнию, в Нью-Йђрке на 
ѓлицах мнђго мѓсора. 

25. Unfortunately, in NY there's a lot of 
garbage on the streets. 

тяжёлый 26. У негђ очень тяжёлый рюкзЌк. 

27. У моЎго дЎдушки былЌ тяжёлая 
жизнь. 

26. He has a heavy backpack. 

27. I had a hard / difficult life. 

мнђгие 28. Мнђгие америкЌнцы не лїбят 
свёклу. 

28. Many Americans do not like beets. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Answer the questions about the story: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

 
  УпражнЎние 2  Circle the correct form of the Verb ask. 
 
1. ВЎра менј  спросЏла  /  попросЏла, почемѓ здесь так хђлодно? 

2. ЛЎня всегдЌ  задаёт  /  спрЌшивает  очень трѓдные вопрђсы. 

3. Мы их  спросЏли  /  попросЏли  вѕнести мѓсор. 

4. НЌдо  спросЏть  /  попросЏть  ВЌсю открѕть дверь. 

5. Почемѓ ты менј о сестрЎ  спрЌшиваешь  /  прђсишь? 

6. МЏша  зЌдал  /  спросЏл  мне ђчень стрЌнный вопрђс. 
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  УпражнЎние 3  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. – If I’m not mistaken, the concert will be in three days.   – No, it will be the day after tomorrow. 

2. Who usually washes the dishes and takes out the garbage? 

3. I think (don't use дѓмай+) that the husband should do the laundry. 


