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Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

There’s only one grammar point in this lesson, but it’s a really important (and often confusing) point. Please go over this
very carefully; the differences in some of the forms may be slight, but the differences in meaning are enormous.

15.A  Verbs of Asking (Three Ways)

There are three distinct (and non-interchangeable) ways that the verb ask shows up in Russian. We’ve had two of
the three in previous lessons, and the third in this part of the story. You have to pay close attention to what kinds
of phrases (in what Cases) appear after the verb.

r [y X /4 o . .
e crnpAmmBaii+ // cipoc+ K020 o uém/20e, etc. = ask someone for information

After the verb can appear:

1) The person asked — in the Accusative.

A yxé enpoci Mamy. 1 already asked Masha.

Hano Bcex cnpAmmBaTh. (You) have to ask everyone.

2) A phrase, beginning either with a question word, or a prepositional phrase. (The person asked may also
appear.)

Muima MeHs cipociJi, rie xuBet JI¢Ha. Misha asked me where Lena lives.

Péanbiie Mo xKeHA cnpAmIuBaJa, mouemMy MHe My wife used to ask me why I was always cold.
BCET4 XOJIOTHO.

Kor6 HiHa cnipammBaja 060 mue? Whom was Nina asking about me?

Bce cmpammBarot Jlrimy o erd otg. Everyone is asking Dima about his father.

S 661 X0TéNMa TEOSI CIPOCATHL 00 OTHOM I would like to ask you about a (certain) student.
CTyJIEHTE.

3) The actual question being asked — in quotes. (We’ve seen this in the story dozens of times.)
«Bcé B mopsinke?» cmpociit MuTs. “Is everything OK?” asked Mitya.

With the verb enipammBaii + // cipocti+ you cannot use the word Bonpéc question. To say He asks a lot of
questions, see directly below.
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e {3amaii+’/3amaBaii} // 3214t (komy) Bonpoc = ask (someone) a question

The direct object Bonmpéc is required. The person asked (in the Dative) is optional:

Kons 3aman 3vHe 04eHb XOpOIINi BOMPOC. Kolya asked Zina a very good question.
I'épa Bcerna 3agaér Takue TayIbie BONPOChL.  Gera always asks such stupid questions.

Kak TeI MOKeNIb 3a1aBATH MHE TakOi BOMpoc? How can you ask me such a question?

e npoci+// mo- k026 + Infinitive = ask/request that someone do something

Capa nonpociiia MUTio eif moMmOYb. Sara asked Mitya to help her.
A 1ebs mpoury 3/1eCh HE KypHUTh. I’'m asking you not to smoke.

S mompocwJI cecTpy TIOMBITh IOCY Y, HO OHa [ asked (my) sister to wash the dishes, but she said “No”.
CKa3ayia «HeT».

Note the expression:

51 Tebsi/Bac 6ueHb mpoury! Please! / I'm begging you!

@ Translate into Russian:

1. Vera asked Gleb a good question. 2. Who asked you to open to window?
3. Someone asked me why I never clean my room. 4. Nina is always asking our poor professor stupid
questions.

5. Vanya asked (his) father to take out the garbage. 6. “What are you plans for the weekend?”” asked Galya.

7. Why is everyone asking me about Russian 8. Please! / I'm begging you!
grammar?
9. Polya asked me who does the laundry at home. 10. I want to ask someone about something.

|
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Pacckas — 15-a yacTtb (FTpammaruka)

@ HoBble cnoBa 13 pacckasa:

OBICTPBIN 1. OH cAUIKOM OBICTPO TOBOPHT. 1. He speaks too fast.
2. ®@eppapu — oueHb ObIcTpas MamuHa. | 2. A Ferrari is a fast car.
HaYyasIo 3. Onu yéxanu B HaYayie Mas. 3. They left at the beginning of May.
MIPA3IHUK 4. Touemy Cama paboraetr? Ceromus 4. Why is Sasha working? Today is a
Ke MPA3THUK. holiday.
5. PoxaecTtBO — MOt JIFOOVMBIIA 5. Christmas is my favorite holiday.
TIPA3THIK.
uépes + Accusative 6. Bepa yéner uépe3 mITh JHEH. 6. Verais leaving in five days (from now).
7. MBsl npuéneM Heaénu 4épes TpH. 7. We will arrive in about three weeks.
Bocemoe mapta 8. BocbeMOe MapTa — 0YeHb OOBIION 8. March 8" is a very big holiday in Russia.
npasaHuK B Poccrn.
MIPABWIIBHO 9. Ecmu s MPABWIBHO NOHSN J[AMy, OH 9. IfLunderstood Dima correctly, he
He XOUeT TedsI MPUrIalaTh Ha doesn’t want to invite you to the party.
BEUYECPUHKY.
MOCJIC3ABTPA 10. Ceroanst cpena, 3Ha4uT nocie3asrpa | 10. Today is Wednesday, so the day after
MISITHULA. tomorrow is Friday.
JKéuckuii neHp 11. B Amépuke HeT mpa3qHUKa 11. In America there's no such holiday as
«MexmyHapOIHBIN KEHCKUH ICHDY. «International Women's Day».
MEXTyHapOTHBII 12. ITo-m6emy, OOH — camas BakHAS 12. In my opinion, the UN is the most
MEXTyHapOHAs OPTaHU3AIIHSL. important international organization.
LIBETHI 13. Bops Jlame npunéc nuetsl. OHa 13. Borya brought Dasha flowers. She was
. . , BIJTA OYEHBb TPOHYTA. .
Singular is BeT(6)K ObLTA OUEHB TPOHYTA very touched.
MIPOJTYKTHI 14. Mosi MaTh K&X/IbIHA JIeHb TOKYTIAET 14. My mother buys groceries every day.
TIPOJIYKTHI.
youpaii+ // 15. 51 ybupato kOMHaTy JBa pasa B rof. 15. I clean my room twice a year.
’ X
{ybep-+'/yopa+} 16. 3xecs ouens rpsAzHo. Hamo yopars. 16. It's really dirty in here. (You) have to
clean up.
{MOii+ / MBI+}// TIO- 17. K10 06B19HO MOET co0aKy? 17. Who usually washes the dog?
nocyna 18. 51 HeHaBHXKY MBITh TIOCYY. 18. I hate washing the dishes.
npocii+ // mo- 19. Camra MeHs TOpOCHIT IPHHECTH 19. Sasha asked me to bring caviar.
UKpY.
CUHTA+ 20. S cumTaro, 9TO MY>KYHUHA TOJIKCH 20. 1 think / In my opinion, the man should
CTUPATE. do the laundry.
(Review) 21. Bce TOJDKHBI TOMOTATH O&THBIM. 21. Everyone should help the poor.
nomk(e)u + Infinitive 22. Moii oTéry MHE CKa3ai, uTo s AOTOKHA | 22. My father told me that I should think
NOJLKHS, TOIDKHED, JiymMath 00 OTMETKaX. about (my) grades.
JIOJKHBI
cTupaii+ // mo- 23. TaHs cTHPACT KAKIYIO CPENMY. 23. Tanya does the laundry every

Wednesday.
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X ’
BBIHOCH+ // BEIHECH

24. 3nech mw10xo naxuer. Hazo BeIHECTH

24.

1t smells bad in here. (Someone) should

MYCop. take out the garbage.
Mycop 25. K coxanéumio, 8 Hero-Mopke Ha 25. Unfortunately, in NY there's a lot of
yIIUIax MHOTO Mycopa. garbage on the streets.
TKENBIN 26. Y Herd OYeHb TSHKETBIN PIOK3AK. 26. He has a heavy backpack.
27. Y Moéro némaymKku ObUTA TSDKETAsT 27. I had a hard / difficult life.
KH3Hb.
MHOTHE 28. MHOTHE aMepPUKAHIIBI HE JIFOOSIT 28. Many Americans do not like beets.

CBEKILY.
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Story: Part 15 - Homework
2< YnpaxHénuue 1 Answer the questions about the story:

1.

25 YnpaxHéHnue 2 Circle the correct form of the Verb ask.

1. Bépa mens crpociia / MONpPOCHIA, ITIOYEMY 3/1€Ch TaK XOIO0AHO?
2. JIéns Bcernd 3amaér / copamuBaeT OYEHb TPYJIHBIC BOIPOCHL.
3. Mbl UX CHPOCHIN / TOMPOCHIIH BBIHECTH MYCOP.

4. Héanmo cmpochTh / momnpocuts BACIO OTKPEITH IBEPS.

5. Tlouemy ThI MeHS O cecTpé crpammBaenb / TpOCUIIE?

6. Muma 34nan / cupocil MHe OYeHb CTPAHHBIN BOIPOC.
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Story: Part 15 — lomawHee 3aaaHue Ums

,@f YnpaxHéHune 3 [lepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUIA:

1. —If ’m not mistaken, the concert will be in three days. — No, it will be the day after tomorrow.

2. Who usually washes the dishes and takes out the garbage?

3. Ithink (don't use mymaii+) that the husband should do the laundry.
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