Pacckas cMactb/liacrhapuatan ——————
Story - Part Sixde ﬁ(Grammar) > Semple Setences

Pacckas - Hacts HlecTHaanaras: I'pammaruka

Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

16.A  Expressing Dates

In the previous part of the story Sara and Mitya discussed the holiday BocbMée mapra March 8" / Women’s Day.
The Neuter Singular of the ordinal numeral was used (Bocemée) followed by the Genitive Singular of the month
(mapra — don’t capitalize it!). However, we’re sorry to inform you that talking about dates is a bit more
complicated. Let’s look at the possibilities (There are only two of them.)

16.A.1 Asking / Stating the date

The normal question for asking today’s date is Kakoe ceromust uncso? What'’s today’s date? The Neuter Singular
Kakoe is used because the word umené date is Neuter Singular. Everything here is in the Nominative.

If you want to inquire about another day’s date, keep the basic question, just change the day (and keep the Neuter
3™ Singular form of the verb be, which agrees with umeaé). Here are various possibilities:

Kakoe cerogns uucno? What'’s today’s date?
Kaxkoe Ovu10 Buepd uncio? What was yesterday’s date?
Kakoe (Oymer)* 3aBTpa yucio? What’s tomorrow’s date?

Kakoe Op110 uncno B npouutyto cpeny?  What was the date last Wednesday?

Kakoe 6yaer uncnd B 3Ty msITHHILY ? What will the date be this Friday?

*When asking about tomorrow’s date, 6yaer can be omitted.

The answer is the day of the week (normally ceréanst) followed by the Neuter Nominative Singular of the
ordinal. The month, which is optional (as in English), goes in the Genitive:

CeroHs TpEThE (Ampéens). Today’s the 3™ (of April).

34BTpa Oyner TpunAauaroe (nekabps). Tomorrow’s the 13" (of December).
B niruuiy 6yaer BockMoOe (pespans).  Friday will be the 8" (of February).
Buepa 6pu10 TpHAnATOE (MIOHS). Yesterday was the 30™ (of June).
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In case you’ve forgotten, here are the Ordinals 1-30 (ready to go in the Neuter Singular). Recall that only the final
part of a compound number declines. Thus in 23" 31, etc., aBaanars and TpAaNaThs remain fixed.

| R népBoe | OIIHHA/IIATOE 218 JBAIIAT MEPBOE
20 BTOpOE 120 JIBEHAILIATOE 300 TpUIIATOE

3 TpéThe 130 TPUHAIIIATOE 31, TPUIIATH IEPBOE
4% yeTBEPTOE 14" YeTRIpHA/ILATOE

St AToe 15" MSTHALIATOE

6N . recToe 16" . [IECTHALIATOC

TO ceapMoe 128 CEMHAIIATOE

8 . BOCBMOE 12% BOCEMHAJIIIATOE

ot NEeBSTOE 120 JIEBITHAIIIATOE

10% necstoe 200 JIBAIIIATOC

Other than this specific question or statement, you cannot use the Neuter Nominative Singular to express a date.
(More directly below.)

Compare how Americans and how Russians write dates: US: 4/6/00 Pyccruii 6.1X.00 (6/1X 2000)

(Nearly every other country we know of also writes Date > Month > Year.)

@ Form questions and answers

1. ceromns/5 2. 3aBtpa /23 /wmait 3. Buepa/7/saHBApD
4. »9ta cy0b00Ta future / 1 5. ceromus / 16 / HOAOpB 6. Buepa/30

7. ceromus/ 11/ uioHp 8. 3aBTpa /26 / ceHTAOpH 9. mnpoéuwtas cpena / 10
10. aTo BockpecéHse future / 12 11. ceromus / 2 / mapr 12. 3aBTpa /6

16.A.2 Expressing on a certain date (or an occasion)

To say when something happens (when an event occurs), you must use the Genitive Singular of the ordinal!

The question is either Koraa? or Kakéro yuciaa?, the Genitive of Kakoe unciio:

When
On what date

Kornma

Kakbro Qe } did Galya arrive?

} I"ansa mpuéxana?

When
On what date

Korma

, , are we going?
Kakoro uncia I gomg

} MBI €eM?

When
On what date

Korma

, , }  did Sasha’s uncle die?
Kakoro uncia

} ymep Camma nsias?

|
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The answer also contains the date in the Genitive Singular. If the month is mentioned, it is also in the Genitive:

Ona yéxana népBoro (OKTOps). She left on the I* (of October).
S cnand xypcoByto mecToro (Mas). I turned in my JP on the 6" (of May).

Omn ymep aBaauath Tpéthero (Mapra).  He died on the 23 (of March).

This applies not only to concrete actions, but also to “occasions”, where there doesn’t seem to be any specific
action taking place. Here the verb be agrees with the occasion in Gender and Number:

Kakoro uncné / Korna y Te0s aeHb posxkacHus?

. . 5
(Kakoro umcna / Korna TBoi neHb pokaEHus?) What day / What is your birthday:

(Y MeHs neHb poxxnéuus / Mol 1eHb pOKIEHUS)

IBAIIIATS TPETHETO ABTYCTS. (My birthday is) the 23" of August.

Dk3aMeH ObUT / OyAeT ABAIIATh IEPBOTO AMPEs. The exam was / will be on the 21" of April.
BrictaBka 0b11a / 6yA€T cenbMOro (CEHTAOPS). The exhibit was / will be on the 7" of September.
? : Question: Why is the Genitive used to express when something happens? What’s

Genitive about this?

rather theoretical articles attempting to explain why the Genitive is used. We’ll :
be happy to show them to you.)

MU |

|

|
| |
i Answer: Good question to which we have no good answer. (There have been several :
| |
i i
i i

Sometimes this use of the Genitive can be tied to the use of on (a certain day), but as you can see from several of
the above examples, the use of on is not consistent in English. Just try to remember that except for the rather
‘formulaic’ use of asking and reporting (normally today’s) date Kakode cerégus uncia6? / Ceronns msitoe, all
dates must appear in the Genitive. This does take some getting used to.

g@ State when something takes place:

Example: OH4 poaunace (4 / wionw) [ OHA pooundcy uemgépmozco uroiAl.
1. Mama yéxana (14 / urosp) 2. Ouns é3una B S'ICHy}o Tonsiay 3. HpHH nénymka ymep died (10 /
(22 / mait) (beBpaip)
4. Konnépr 6ynet (6 / sHBApH) 5. Tomncroii pomvncs (9 / centsiops 6. Kons mpuéner (18 / mapr)
— true fact)
7. Sln6Hus Hamédna Ha attacked 8. 4 momxua OBUTA cHATh 9. VY Moéit 6a0ymku 1eHb
Amépuky (7 / nexabpn) KypcoByto (25 / anpénn) poxnénus (16 / 4Brycr)

10. Hvna Beimia 3amyx (3 / utonp) 11, Oun noxénsites (30 / HOSIOpb) 12. ¥V mens nenb poxaéuus (1 /
OKTSOPB)

0000000000000 |
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@ HoBble cnoBa 13 pacckasa:

CKOPO 1. S manérock, 9TO OH CKOPO YHAET. 1. I hope that he’ll leave soon.
BECHA 2. BecHa — M0é& nmroOoriMoe BpéMs TO11a. | 2. Spring is my favorite season (= time of
the year).
cobupaii+ // y 3. Mmuoérue pycckue Jro0sST COOUpaTh 3. Many Russians love to gather
{cobep+'/cobpa+} rpuOBI B JIeCy. mushrooms in the forest.
rpud’ 4. B nBopé s HamEn orpOMHBINA OCNBIA | 4. I found a humongous white mushroom in
rpuoO. the (back)yard.
OTHAXKIBI 5. OnmHAXOBL S paSFOBépI/IBaJ'I C 5. Once I had a conversation with the
MPe3uIEHTOM AMEPUKH. president of the US.
Kynaifi+...cs1 // uc- 6. BynwTe ocTropOxHBI! OueHb ONGCHO | 6. Be careful! It’s very dangerous to swim
KyMAThCsI B ATOH peke. in this river.
Boja (ACC: BOZY) OHA TEET MHOTO BOJIBI. 7. She drinks a lot water.
He néii sty BOIY! 8. Don’t drink that water!
06e3yMHO 06¢n B 3TOM pecTopane 6€3yMHO 9. Lunch in this restaurant is unbelievably
I[OpOI‘éfI. expensive.
y MEHS HET CJIOB 10. - Kak Té6e moHpaBMIICS MOCTETHUIMA 10. How did you like Bergman’s last film? It
¢uneMm béprmana? -Y meHs Het was indescribable.
|
CIloB: 11. Ican’t stand him! What a snake! I'm
11. 4 erd Tepméts He Mory! Kakoii on speechless!
noanen! Y MeHs HeT ciioB!
{cnaxﬁ#/(:)laBéih} 12. I nomxHa ObLIA CIATH KYPCOBYIO 12. I had to hand in my JP last week.
// cnathb paboTy Ha mpONLION Henene.
K koHiy + GEN 13. K xoH1y prisibMa BCe MITAKAIH. 13. Everyone was crying by the end of the
movie.
cobupaii+...cst // 14. Kakue y Te6s1 utansl Ha 1€to? Yto 14. What are your plans for the summer?
{cobep+"...cs1 / ThI COOMpACIILCS AENIaTh? What are you planning to do?
+ , P
cobpar...ca} + Inf 15. -5 coOuparoch yauThes B 15. —I'm planning on going to Harvard
I"apBapackoit mkosne 6msHeca. -Th Business School. — What are you, joking
Iy THIIb, 9TO Ju!? or something!?
pHTyMbIBaii+ // 16. 5 JI€Be ne nosepsito. OH Beceraa uto- | 16. Idon’t trust Lyova. He’s always making
npuayMaii+ HUOYb MIPUITYMBIBACT. something up.
17. C Hunoit Bcerna uatepécno. Ona 17. It’s always interesting to be with Nina.
BCET/Ia YTO-HUOYIb IPUIYMBIBAET. She’s always coming up with something.
18. Ao MpaBJa, WM ThI 3TO BCE 18. Is that true, or did you make that all up?
npuyman?
B cepearre + GEN | 19. Mou poantenu yéxaiu B cepeiiHe 19. My parents left in the middle of March.
, MapTa.
cepeariHa
20. MHe ObUTO TaK CKYYHO, 4TO 5 YA B | 20. [ was so bored that I left in the middle of
cepenune GUIHLMA. the movie.
Scnas Tonsina 21. Te1 korma-uHuOyAb ObLIA B ScHoit 21. Have you ever been to Yasnaya

TTomstae?

Polyana?

0000000000000 |
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IIOMECTRE

22.

Moii gans 6uens Oorartelid. Y Herod
HACTOSIIEE ITIOMECTRE.

22.

My uncle is loaded. He has a real estate.

«BoitHa u Mup»

23.

B npouiom romy st mpoYUTAaT
«Botiny u mupy. [lo-anrmmiicku,
KOHEYHO.

23.

Last year I read “War and Peace”. In
English, of course.

CBOUMH IJIa3aMH

24.
25.

S xouy e€ BUETh CBOUMH IJIa3aMHU.

Ecinu ObI st HE BIAET 3TO CBOUMHU
r7a3amu, s Obl TOXKE MoIYMa, 4TO
Bépa Bcé mpuaymana.

24.
25.

I want to see it with my own eyes.

If [ didn’t see it with my own eyes, [
would also have thought that Vera made
it all up.

OPUTHHAI

26.

S 661 OueHb XOTENAa YUTATH
JlocTO€BCKOIro B OpUTHHAJIE.

26.

I would like to read Dostoyevsky in the
original.

3a0bIBAM+ //

27.

Most TETs Bcerid 3a0bIBACT 3aKPBIThH

27.

My aunt always forgets to close the

{3a0ym+ / 3a0pI+} OKHO. window.
28. 4 muxornaa He 3a0yay TeOsi! 28. 1 will never forget you!
MOTHJIA 29. Most cecTpa cTosiia Hal MOTHIIOM 29. My sister stood over her husband’s
MY’Ka U TUXO TUTAKaJa. grave and quietly cried.
30. HukTo He 3HAeT, rJie MOTHJIa 30. No one knows where Mandelshtam’s
Mangensmrama. grave is.
npoctoit (Adv/SF 31. On MHe 331471 OY4eHb MTPOCTOM 31. He asked me a very simple question.

Neut: mpocTo)

32.

BOTIPOC.

TeI IpoCTO HUYETO HE 3HACTH 000
MHe!

32.

You simply know nothing about me!

CIIOKOMHBIN 33. Hpa OUYEHb CIIOKOMHAs ACBYIIIKA. 33. Irais a very calm young woman. She
OHAa HUKOT A4 HU HA KOT0 HE never gets angry at anybody.
CepANTCA. 34. Good night (lit.: peaceful night — GEN)
34. CrioxOiHO# HOUH.
MOE3aKa 35. 5{ HUKOTIA HE 3a6}'/;[y HOéBIIKy B 35. I'will never forget my trip to South

36.

IOxnyr0 AMEpuKy.

Kaxk nponuta TBost moé3aka B
MockBy?

36.

America.

How was your trip to Moscow?

cmepth (Fem)

37.

38.

Kax Tb1 1ymaerib, ecTh )KU3HBb IOCTIE
cméptu?

V¥ Toncroro ects pacckas «Tpu
CMEPTHY.

37.

38.

What do you think, is there life after
death?

Tolstoy has a short story “Three
Deaths”.

pomaH

39.

40.

«Anna Kapéanna» — Mol JIFOOUMBIIT
poman Touncroro.

Kaxnie pomans! JIlukkéHca Bbl
YUTATIHN?

39.

40.

“Anna Karenina” is my favorite novel of
Tolstoy’s.

Which novels of Dickens have you read?
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Story: Part 16 — lomawHee 3aaaHue Ums

25 YnpaxHéHnue 1  Answer the questions about the story:

1.

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 Indicate when two occasions (birthday, anniversary) or events took / take /
will take place.

S$16-6



/QS YnpaxHéHune 3 Translate into Russian:

Story: Part 16 - Homework

1. — What is today's date? — If I'm not mistaken, today is the 24" of March.

2. — When do you intend to read “War and Peace”? — By the end of the spring.

3. IfIhad not gone (é3qmi/a) to Yasnaya Polyana, I would not have seen Tolstoy’s grave with my own eyes.

4. T like to gather mushrooms in the forest.

25 Ynpaxuénne 3V O D (Verb of the day ©): Forget

3abbiBan+

Verb Type / Conjugation Type
PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
0H(3) oHA
OHH OHH
Imperative Infinitive
{3abyn+ / 3a0bI+}
Verb Type / Conjugation Type
FUTURE (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
0H(3) OoHA
MBI OHH
Imperative Infinitive
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