
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  Рассказ: Часть ДевятнЌдцатая (ГраммЌтика)-1 

ГраммЌтика:  A. Die / Perish 
  Б.  Before / After 
  В.  Sample Sentences 

РасскЌз - Часть ДевятнЌдцатая: ГраммЌтика 
 

S19.A Die vs. Perish: ѓмер/лЌ vs. погЏб/ла 
 
Earlier we saw the Past Tense forms of the verb die ѓмер, умерлЌ, ѓмерли. There is another verb, погибЌй+ // 
погЏб[ну]+, which also often appears as die, but which carries the meaning perish, die an unnatural death. 
Russians really make this distinction, so be aware. It is really “wrong” to use умерлЌ if the (female) person died 
in a car crash. Some examples (with a few unfamiliar words, just to make things as clear as possible): 
 
 

Мој прабЌбушка умерлЌ в прђшлом годѓ. My great-grandmother died last year. 

Егђ отЎц ѓмер от рЌка. His father died from cancer. 

Все егђ рђдственники давнђ ѓмерли. All his relatives died a long time ago. 

  

ВЏтина тётя погЏбла в автомобЏльной катастрђфе. Vitya’s aunt died in a car crash. 

МЏшины родЏтели погЏбли на войнЎ. Misha’s parents died in the war. 

МандельштЌм погЏб в лЌгере в СибЏри. Mandel’shtam perished in a concentration camp in 
Siberia. 

 
Note that in the first example there is no need to specify precisely how your great-grandmother died. It is assumed 
that it was of natural causes. It would not be “wrong” to say ОнЌ погЏбла в прђшлом годѓ, but you would 
normally need to give some sort of further explanation. 
 
  Insert the correct verb in the correct form 
 
1. Мой дЎдушка ____________________ на войнЎ. 2. Мој прабЌбушка ___________________ в иїне. 

3. ЛЎрмонтов __________________ на дуіли duel. 4. Егђ дјдя __________________ в прђшлом годѓ. 

5. Егђ тётя  ________________ от рЌка cancer. 6. НЏна _____________________ в автомобЏльной 
катастрђфе. 

7. Егђ родЏтели ___________________ в лЌгере. 8. Её рђдственники давнђ ____________________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 Story − Part 19 Grammar  

 Рассказ: Часть ДевятнЌдцатая (ГраммЌтика)-2 

S19.Б Before / After: До ~ Пђсле vs. До тогђ как ~ Пђсле тогђ как 
 
You need to be very careful when translating before (до) and after (пђсле) into Russian. (First note that both of 
these prepositions take Genitive Case.) When a bare noun (or noun phrase) follows, you simply put it into 
Genitive: 
 

До войнѕ мы жЏли в ПарЏже. Before the war we lived in Paris. 

Я вернѓсь до урђка. I’ll return before class. 

Ты дђлжна лЎчь до десятЏ. You have to go to bed before 10. 
  

Я поспЌл на дивЌне пђсле обЎда. After dinner I slept a bit on the sofa. 

Пђсле концЎрта мы пошлЏ в кафЎ. After the concert we went to a café. 

Пђсле экзЌмена он заплЌкал. After the exam he burst into tears. 
 
When a clause follows до or пђсле, you must insert the “Case absorbing” phrase тогђ как, after which the 
clause appears, with the subject, as expected, in Nominative.  
 

До тогђ как МЌша вѕшла зЌмуж, онЌ встречЌлась 
с ГрЏшей. 

Before Masha got married, she went out with 
Grisha. 

Я лёг до тогђ, как он позвонЏл. I went to sleep before he called. 

До тогђ как Билл стал президЎнтом, он был 
адвокЌтом. 

Before Bill became president, he was a lawyer. 

 
Пђсле тогђ как закђнчился урђк, все пошлЏ в бар. After the class ended, everyone headed to a bar. 

Пђсле тогђ как мы пообЎдали, мы потанцевЌли. After we had dinner, we danced a bit. 

Мы ушлЏ срЌзу пђсле тогђ, как пришёл Лёня. We left right after Lyonya arrived. 
 
Actually, there need not be an overt Nominative subject, as seen in these Impersonal Construction: 
 

До того как стЌло жЌрко, я хорошђ спал. Before it got hot, I slept well. 
  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. Before the lesson, I stood in the corridor and 

smoked. 
2. Before the lesson started началсј the professor 

drank two bottles of beer. 

3. We left after dinner. 4. After I went to Yasnaya Polyana, I decided to read 
“War and Peace”. 

5. After Vera’s husband died, she no longer laughed. 6. Tanya called her boyfriend before the concert. 

7. After the war, she was arrested. 8. Before Dima got married, he went out with Galya. 

9. Before the film, everyone was sitting and 
conversing. 

10. After I played chess (Perfective), I took a nap. 

 
 
 



 РасскЌз − 19-я часть (ГраммЌтика) 

 Рассказ: Часть ДевятнЌдцатая (ГраммЌтика)-3 

S19.В Practice Sentences 
 
чѓвство їмора 1. Я терпЎть не могѓ людЎй, у 

котђрых нет чѓвства їмора. 
2. У неё ђчень стрЌнное чѓвство 

їмора. 

1. I can't stand people who don't have a 
sense of humor. 

2. She has a very strange sense of humor.  

ГУЛЂГ 3. СолженЏцын мнђго писЌл о 
ГУЛЂГе. 

3. Solzhenitsyn wrote a lot about the Gulag. 

как іто сказЌть? 4. Он, как это сказЌть, дурЌк. 4. He is, how should I put this, a fool. 
чђкнутый 5. Мой профЎссор рѓсского языкЌ – 

чђкнутый. 
6. В ПрЏнстоне мнђго чђкнутых 

людЎй. 

5. My Russian professor is a nut. 
6. There are a lot of kooky people in 

Princeton. 

готђви+...ся // под- к + 
Dative 

7. Я сейчЌс готђвлюсь к экзЌмену. 
8. Мне нЌдо подготђвиться к 

прЌзднику. 

7. I'm preparing (studying) for an exam 
right now. 

8. I have to get ready for the holiday. 
День ПобЎды 
побЎда 

9. С Днём ПобЎды! 
10. Это для нас былЌ большЌя побЎда. 

9. Happy Victory Day! 
10. This is a big victory for us. 

роль 11. Какѓю роль это игрЌет? 11. What role does that play? 
игрЌй+ // сыгрЌй+ роль 12. Кто сыгрЌл роль труслЏвого льва в 

фЏльме «ВолшЎбник изумрѓдного 
гђрода»? 

12. Who played the role of the cowardly lion 
in the film “The Wizard of Oz”? 

мировђй 13. КогдЌ началЌсь пЎрвая мировЌя 
войнЌ? 

13. When did WWI begin? 

ВелЏкая ОтЎчественная 
войнЌ 

14. ВелЏкая ОтЎчественная войнЌ 
началЌсь двЌдцать вторђго иїня. 

14. The Great Patriotic War began on June 
21st. 

велЏкий 15. Пѓшкин – велЏкий поіт. 
16. Пётр ВелЏкий пострђил гђрод 

СЌнкт-Петербѓрг. 

15. Pushkin is a great poet. 
16. Peter the Great built the city of Saint 

Petersburg. 
тђчный 17. МоЏ часѕ ђчень тђчные. 

18. Я не пђмню тђчно, но, кЌжется, егђ 
зовѓт ВЌся. 

17. My watch is very accurate. 
18. I don't remember exactly, but I think his 

name is Vasya. 
во врЎмя + Genitive 19. Во врЎмя войнѕ погЏбло мнђго 

людЎй. 
19. During the war a lot of people perished. 
 

погибЌй+ // погЏб[ну] + 20. Мой дЎдушка погЏб в лЌгере. 20. My grandfather died in the war. 
миллиђн 21. Он зарабђтал дЎсять миллиђнов 

дђлларов в ітом годѓ. 
21. He earned $10 million this year. 

человЎк 22. В ПрЏнстоне живёт двенЌдцать 
тѕсяч человЎк. 

22. There are 12,000 people living in 
Princeton. 

лЌгерь (M). 23. ЛЎтом дЎти Ўздили в лЌгерь. 
24. Никтђ не знЌет, скђлько бѕло 

лагерЎй в СовЎтском Соїзе. 

23. During the summer the children went to 
(recreational) camp. 

24. No one knows how many (concentration) 
camps there were in the Soviet Union. 

арестђвывай+ // 
арестовЌ+ 

25. Егђ арестовЌли в прђшлом годѓ. 25. He was arrested last year. 

систЎма 26. ЭкономЏческая систЎма в РоссЏи 
не ђчень эффектЏвна. 

26. The economic system in Russia is not 
very efficient. 

относи×+...ся к + Dative 27. Как ты отнђсишься к войнЎ в 
ЮгослЌвии? 

27. What do you think about (How do you 
feel about) the war in Yugoslavia? 



РасскЌз ЧЌсть 19-я – Домашнее задание Имя ______________________________ 

 

S19-4 

 УпражнЎние 1  Answer the questions about the story: 

1. описа×+ describe 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

  УпражнЎние 2  Insert the correct verb in the correct form 
 
1. Ѓго дјдя  ___________________________________________________  на войнЎ. 

2. Мој тётя  ___________________________________________________  в прђшлом годѓ. 

3. Пѓшкин  ____________________________________________________  на дуіли duel. 

4. Мой прадЎдушка  _____________________________________________  от рЌка cancer. 

 



Story: Part 19 − Homework 
 

S19-5 

  УпражнЎние 3  Write four sentences (two each) with both kinds of ‘before/after’ : 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

  УпражнЎние 4  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. Vera was arrested on Tuesday.  (Think about the 'subject' of this sentence.) 

2. I often sleep during class. 

3. How do you feel about rap music? 

 


