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Lessan, Eleven

Dialogue:
Grammar:

Chapter 1 - Review (Lessons 1-10)

“What a nightmare!”
Translating Russian course

Vocabulary from Lessons 1-11

LE L]

Jnanor
Kakon kowmap! What a nightmare!

Jlapa 1 |Ilpusér, ['puma. Kak gena? Hi, Grisha, How’s it going?
I'pama: |2 |Bc€ xopomo. Ay 1e64? Everything’s OK. How about you?
Jlapa 3 | He cmpammBaii. Bcé mnoxo. Don't ask. Everything'’s terrible.
I'pima: |4 |ITouemy? Urto cmyurinocs? Why? What happened?
Jlapa 5 | Huuero. IIpOcTo Moit Kypc pycCKOTO A3BIKA. Nothing. It’s just my Russian course. What a

¢ Kaxoit kormmap! nightmare!
I'pima: |7 |He rosopu! Tell me about it!
CaoBapsb
4 | mouemy why

4 | CAYIAIOCH

happened (implies something negative)

5 | mpocTo

(it’s) just; simply

5 |Kypc

course; class

5 | Kypc pyCCKOTo SI3BIKA

Russian course (lit.: course of Russian language — In Russian you cannot put the
adjective pycekmii Russian in front of the word kype to express Russian course.
The same applies for Russian professor, which is mpodgéccop pycckoro s3pika.)

6 | komMap

KakO# Kommap!

nightmare (from the French cauchemar)

what a nightmare!

7 | He ToBOpH

tell me about it; you can say that again (lit.: don’t say that)
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11-1 ypok MoBTOpéHME
REVIEW OF LESSONS 1-10
The Sound System of Russian in a Nutshell
(5.1.3) Basic sounds: Paired (hard vs. soft) consonants — 1 consonant letter for 2 basic sounds

The letters 6 B A3 aMHEI p ¢ ¢ can each represent two entirely distinct sounds, one hard (lower in mouth) the other soft
(higher in mouth). The difference is expressed in the spelling by the following vowel, either Hard-indicating (a 3 b1 0 y) or
Soft-indicating (s e 1 &/¢ 10).

At the end of a word hardness vs. softness is indicated by presence or absence of a ‘p’: IIeCT Vs. IIECTh.
(5.r.4) Basic Sounds: Vowels — 2 vowel letters for 1 basic sound

There are only 5 basic vowel sounds in Russian, which we will represent as {A}, {E}, {I}, {O}, {U}. 10 vowel letters are used
to indicate both the basic vowel sound and the quality of the preceding consonant (hard/soft, as well as the presence of “ii’).
(5.N Our notation: Representing basic sounds

Consonants are written in Cyrillic, while vowels are written {A}, {E}, {O}, etc. In our notation, after a soft consonant we

write raised ” (MaTb = M"{A}T"); after a hard consonant nothing is written (MaT = M{A}T). After inherently hard/soft
consonants, we will not use *: mmnstumii husher = {1} o { A} m {1 }i.

(5.N Basic Sound Z Pronunciation

Because of vowel reduction, inherently hard or soft consonants, as well as voicing/devoicing of consonants (see more below)
our representation of a word’s basic sound often differs from its pronunciation.

SPELLING BASIC SOUND PRONUNCIATION
IOBOJIBHO 1{0}B{O}n'u{0} [maBONMBHS |
JocToéBckuit 1{O}cr{O}it{E}Bck{l}if [nacTaiiédckuii]
cépie c"{E}pmu{O} [cépaue]

(6.E) Spelling {O}: 3 Ways
There are 3 vowel letters used to spell {O}: ‘o’ after hard consonants, ‘€’ (stressed) or ‘e’ (unstressed) after soft consonants
and the hushers.

To determine whether the unstressed letter ‘e’ is soft-indicating {E} or {O} you need to find an instance in which the ‘e’ is
stressed — either in the same word (singular vs. plural) or a related word (noun, adjective, verb with the same ending).

SPELLING BASIC SOUND
cécrpsi (pl) c’{O}crp{l}
Stressed: OKHO {O}ku{O}
HKHUBET x{1}8°{O}T
Unstressed: cectpa (sg) c'{Ojc1piA}
cépz[ug (same ending as 0kHO) CL{E}pHH{O}
pa6(')TaeT (same ending as xuBET) P {A} 0 {O }T {A}ﬁ { O }T
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(7.B) Spelling rules: Unpaired consonants

a) Group 1: K I' X (the velars)

These are the ‘fake’ spelling rules, where the spelling simply reflects the pronunciation of these consonants before the various
vowels. Say and write only:

KI'X
HARD SOFT
{A}: xa/ra/xa {E}: ke /Te /Xe
{0}: ko/ro/xo0 {I}: ku/ru/ xu
{U}: xy/1y/XYy

Foreign words may contain “‘unacceptable’ combinations.

b) Group 2: 7K III IT (inherently hard) / 4 IIl () (inherently soft)

These are the real spelling rules, in which the spelling sometimes does not reflect the pronunciation:

K I IT Y 1170
WRITE ONLY:
{A}: ma/xa/ua/ua/ma
{E}: e /:xe/ue/ e/ me
{I}: 1w /sxu/ UM or Ul / Ui / TIH

{O0}: stressed (generally): m6 /06 / 0 / 16 / mig
unstressed: 11e / ke / e / ue / me

Uy my/xy/1y/ay/ my

Again, foreign words can violate these rules.

Because of these rules, you get ‘misleading’ spelling combinations in Russian: cmpammBaii (Soft-indicating vowel following
an inherently hard consonant); uaii (Hard-indicating vowel following an inherently soft consonant).

(8.N The spelling of the consonant sound [i]

Spelled 2 ways:

a) The consonant letter ‘i’

b) When a Soft-indicating vowel (1, e, &, 10 — but not u) is not immediately preceded by a consonant. There are 3 such
cases: 1) at the beginning of a word (erd); 2) after any vowel (mosi); 3) after a hard sign or soft sign (bto / drink,
00B€31 defour).

HOW [Y] IS REPRESENTED SPELLING BASIC SOUND
The consonant ‘i’ MOM M{O}it
‘q, e, &, 10" at beginning of word oMop n{Uim{O}p
‘q, e, &, 10 after vowel Mos M{O}ii{A}
‘q, e, & 10" Vowel after ‘v’ or “p’ 11579 mi{U}
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(9.E) Vowel reduction
Vowel reduction applies to vowel letters and not necessarily to the basic sound the letter represents.

The vowel letters ‘a’ and ‘o’ are pronounced [a] either in initial position or 1 syllable before stress. After the stressed
syllable or more than one syllable before stress they are reduced to “schwa” [a].

Unstressed letter ‘e’ and ‘s’ (and ‘a’ after “u, m’) are pronounced “schwa” [2] in final position. Elsewhere they reduce to [u]
([#m] if word-initial).

Examples:
SPELLING PRONUNCIATION
reduced ‘a, 0” word-initially OTefl [QTCF]
AJsicka [AJsicka]
reduced ‘a, 0 Gapa6aI’{ (drums) [6§P§63’H]
XOpoIIo [Xgp@mo]
reduced ‘e, 1 (a)’ word-finally 3H6}HHG (‘e’is {O}) [3H2}HI/II/IL6]
CITAJIbHSA [cnanbH 8]
reduced ‘e, 5 (a)’ HGT?PGYPF [HI/ITI’/Ip6pr]
Yacel [4HCBI]

The vowel letters 3, b1, 1, y, 10, € do not undergo vowel reduction.

(10.E.2) Voiced/voiceless consonants

b

VOICED: 6/6° B /B® r o/ a K 3/3

VOICELESS: n/n" | ¢/¢° K T/T1° I c/c”

Voiced consonants becomes voiceless:
1) at the end of a word: x1€6 pronounced [xetm].
2) before a voiceless consonant: B Ilpancrone pronounced [¢pupuncrOu’s]; Béaka pronounced [BOTKS].

Voiceless consonants becomes voiced before a voiced consonant (with the exception of ‘B’): 3x3ameH pronounced
[ar3amuH], but in TBOii ‘T’ remains voiceless.

Grammatical Tidbits

(1.1, 3.1V, 5.1) Formal and Informal Forms of Address

When addressing one person, a distinction is made between formal and informal forms. Use the informal for friends (the
same age as you), children, animals, and God.

INFORMAL FORMAL
personal pronoun: TBI BBI
possessives: TBOH, TBOA, etc. Balll, Balla, etc.
What’s your name? Kak 1e6s 30BYT? Kak Bac 30ByT?
greetings: [pusér, 3npaBcTByii 3npaBCcTBYHTE
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(3.B6) Dictionary forms of words

Nouns (and modifiers) have different endings depending on their function in the sentence. Dictionaries list nouns in the
singular in the ‘subject of the sentence’ form:

DICTIONARY (‘SUBJECT’) FORM OTHER FORMS WE’VE SEEN
KIy0 B KIIy0e (Location)
KpOBATh Ha kpoBatu (Location)

BOJIKa BOJIKY (Direct object)
KIIIOT KIIIOUH (Plural)

Modifiers (adjectives and possessives) are listed in the Masculine singular.

DICTIONARY FORM OTHER FORMS WE’VE SEEN
KPACHBBIH kpacuBas  (Feminine)
MOH MOU (Plural)

(3E, 6.b6, 9.I') Gender and number in nouns, possessives/demonstratives, and adjectives

All nouns, possessives, and adjectives are marked for gender and number. As a general rule (to be revised), Masculine nouns
end in a consonant (pOK3aK, ¢JIoBAPE), Neuter nouns end in -o (majbT6), and Feminine nouns end in -a (cectpa). The
plural ending for Masculine and Feminine nouns is - {I} (k/awo4n):

SINGULAR PLURAL
MASCULINE NEUTER FEMININE (MASC & FEM)
- (consonant) -0 -a -{I}
PIOK34K HajJabTO cecTpa KITIOUH
CJI0BAPh (oToammapaTel

Endings for possessives and adjectives that we’ve seen so far:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Neuter Feminine (Masc & Fem)
Possessives: MO Moé Mos MOH
. KPaCHBBIH , KpacuBas ,
Adjectives: MUTATIIHH (haven’t seen yet) MU IS (haven’t seen yet)
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(4.A) Frozen 3aTo constructions

There are several very common phrases which involve the frozen (unchanging) form 31o. It is best to learn the patterns,
rather than to try to figure out the exact translation of 3ro:

QUESTIONS RESPONSES / STATEMENTS
. 1o Moit Gpat
? : . .
Kro 510! 310 MO4 cecTpa.
Yro 5107 3T0 ¢doToanmapar.

I3T0 XOJOMNIBHUK

Ma, 3to moii 6part.

Oto TBO¥ Opat? . ¥ , , .
Her, 310 He Moii OpaT, 3T0 Mos cobaka.

Ha, 310 1.,

10 THI? . .
Her, 310 DnBuc [lpécnu.

(4.6, 6.A) Word order

For reasons we’ll discuss at length in the next chapter, word order in Russian is freer than in English:Both KTo 310? and 10
KTo? are possible, with no significant change in meaning.

(56.B) Personal Pronouns

PERSON SINGULAR PLURAL
1" 1 MBI
2" THI (informal) BHI (pl & informal sg)
oH
3 oHA OHH
OHO

(6.B) Negation

Put the negative particle He in front of the word to be negated: Moii OpaT He paddTaeT, oH yunTed; 5 He Bcé MOHHMAID.
Sometimes He attaches directly to the adjective: On Hem10X0i aRTEp.
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(6., 9.A) Location endings

(Used after the prepositions B in; at and Ha on; at.)

DICTIONARY FORM LOCATION FORM
KIIy0 B KIIyOe
Most nouns: -e CTOI Ha CTONé
KHUTA Ha KHHATE
KadeTépuit B Kaderépun
Ending in -uif, -ue, -us: -uu. 31aHKe B 314HUM
Poccnis B Poccrn
3umM6a6Be B 3uM06aoBe
Foreign nouns ending in -e, -u, Masu B Mam
-0, -y: no change. Hukaro B Yukaro
I'onomymy B ['onomymy
Some nouns in -b: -1 KpOBATh Ha KPOBATH
(7.A) Numbers 0-12
0 HOJIb 7 ceMb
1 OJINH 8 BOCEMb
2 JIBa 9 TIEBATH
3 TpH 10  mécars
4 qeTrhIpe (‘vi” sandwich) 11  omvHHAAUATSE (11-19 suffix is -nadyamy)
5 [T (starting here, all numbers end in a -v) 12  aBeHaanaThH
6 niecTb
(8.A) The Past Tense
SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Feminine Neuter All genders
-7 -j1a -J10 -JTd
(s1/TH/0H) cKa3an (s1/TBI/OHA) cKazana (oHO) cKkazano (MBI/BBI/OHN) CKa3aIH

(9.E) Some Present Tense Endings

Note that there are two sets of endings for the Present Tense. For now, we’ll simply refer to them as Present Tense 1 and
Present Tense 2:

PRESENT TENSE 1 I PRESENT TENSE 2
3" singular 3" plural | 3" singular 3" plural
OH KHUBET OHH KHBYT I yXo 6omAr VIIH OOJIAT
CBIH paboOTaeT pomitesm paboTaror | Marma Jexur KJIFOUH JIKAT
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(1.6, 10.I') The verb be in Russian

There is no Present Tense of the verb be: 51 amepukanen. [ am an American.
A hyphen is sometimes used: Moii 6pat — anBorar. My brother is a lawyer.

In the Past Tense, the stem is 661+, to which is added the appropriate Past ending. The stress moves to the ending for the
Feminine Singular only:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Masculine Feminine Neuter All forms
ObL1T ObLIA OBLIO OBLIH

(10.B) Omitting obvious possessives

Possessives are often omitted when describing body parts (as well as family relations): ZKuBoT 6oaart My stomach hurts.
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Lesson 11 - Homework Umna

P T T T T T T T T T T T T T T - — - 1

& : Class will consist of a review of everything. Bring any questions about anything. i

gb Exercise 1 We STRONGLY suggest that you spend around 20-25 minutes listening to all the
previous dialogues. Make sure you know all the vocabulary listed at the end of this review
lesson.

&< Exercise 2 Represent the basic sounds in the following words:

Example: BHjIEIIA B {1} " {E}n{A}
eM H{E}m

crnacuoo

TBOH

TBOSA

Ll e

JKUBET

IMOHUMAET

(same verb ending as in 4)

6. 0oablde

xoporiee

7 (same adj. ending as in 6)
JIroba

9. meiOT

10. HBan

11. okHO

. 37aHHE

(same noun ending as in 11)

2 Exercise 3 Answer the following questions.

1. What sound is represented by the third letter in the word nenM? Explain your answer.

2. What is the second basic sound in the word mBa? Explain your answer.
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2$ Exercise 4

DomallHee 3agaHue

Correct the violations of spelling rules (not all words have violations):

1. THITapa 2. xsi0a

3. Ensiun 4. XopOmiblid
5. XpymgEs 6. MIBIT

7. nmoporéi 8. uromo

9. nyumoe 10. kem

2 Exercise 5

Explain any ‘misleading’ spelling combinations (inherently hard consonants
followed by a Soft-indicating vowel, or vice versa)

1. mrecth 2. HHYETO
3. IAaaATh 4. sxeHa
5. Oompmoi 6. KeMm

7. 1myka 8. IBITaH
9. xmp 10. mréun

&S Exercise 6

Translate into Russian (Before doing this exercise, you may want to look over the
dialogues in lessons 1-11 to review fixed expressions).

1. —Hi, what’snew? —Don’t ask.

2. My younger sister is a lawyer. Her husband is a doctor.

3. What’s your name? My name is (appropriate response).

4. Tea, please. This isn’t tea, this is coffee. What did I say? I said ‘tea’!

5. —Thank you. — Don’t mention it.
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aJIBOKAT
aMepHKAaHeIT
aMepHKAaHKa
Oap
Opar
Kiy0
B KI1yOe
BOJIKA
Bpau
BCE
BBI
TOJIOBA
TEHUH
JIEPEBO
JIUBaH
JI0Yb
JIEBYIIKA
JI€peBo
éTH
ero
eé
JKeHa
JKUBOT
WHXKEHEP
ux
Kode
KJTFOY
KJIFOUH
KOT
KOIIIMAp
KakoOi Kommap!
KpoBaTh (Fem)
Ha KpPOBATH
Kypc
KYPC PYCCKOTO SI3bIKA
Marb
MyK
Haxan
Haxajka
HOMED
OH
OHA
OHH
oTénl
MajabTo
napeHb

Vocabulary: Lessons 1 - 11

Nouns and Pronouns

lawyer

American (noun, masc; note: not capitalized)

American (noun, Fem; note: not capitalized)

bar

brother (just think of ‘brat”)

club
in a/the club

vodka

doctor

everything

you

head

genius

tree

sofa; couch

daughter

girl, young woman

tree

children

his

her (possessive); hers

wife

stomach

engineer

their

coffee

key
keys (*note stress is on ending)

cat

nightmare (from the French cauchemar)
what a nightmare!

bed (not to be confused with the French word for necktie)
on the bed

course; class

Russian course (lit.: course of Russian language)

mother

husband

Jerk, rude person (male)

Jerk, rude person (female)

telephone number

he

she

they

father

overcoat

suy

o —= O K~ b O A~ oo

NGNS

S O

D= 00NN OO N = — W
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MPOTPaMMHUCT
pecTopaH
poavtenu
cecTpa
cobaka
cTout

Ha cToJé
CBIH
TBI
XOJIOAAJIBHUK
VIIH
(oroanmapar

¢dotorpadus
yai

qTo

s

OBLIN
60T
0OJIAT
JKUBET
JKUBYT
JISKAT
JIEKHUT
nepenyTai/a
MMOHUMAETE
[TOHUMAIO
paboraer
CKazal
cKazana
CITy4HIIOChH
VUHTCA B ...

computer programmer
restaurant
parents (always pl in Russian)
sister
dog
table
on the table (*note stress is on ending)
son
you (informal)
refrigerator
ears (sg. 1S YX0)
camera (this word has secondary stress on the first ‘o’ it
sounds like /0/)
photograph
tea
what
I (me as in: ‘It’s me’)

Verbs

were (pl)

hurts; aches (3sg; only 3™ person is used with this verb)
hurt; ache (3pl)

he/she lives

they live

they are (lying, in a flat position)

it is (lying, in a flat position)

(you) mixed up (masc/fem)

(you - sg-formal / pl) understand

(1) understand

(s’he) works

said (Past Tense, Masc)

said (Past Tense, Fem)

happened (implies something negative)
(s’he) is a student at; goes to (school at) ...



Vocabulary: Lessons 1 - 11
-

Adjectives, Possessives, and Adverbs 3 MeHS SOB};T + (first My name is ... (lit.: ‘they call me ...”)
. . . i name

> BALll, BALLE, Batld, your (pl or Formal sg) 1 MHE HEKOT/Ia I'm in a hurry; I have to run (lit: ‘to me there is no time’)

Ballld 7 MoxkHO + 1% name in -y  May I speak to ...
10 Buepa yesterday 9 Ha on
10 ndxe even 11 HeroBOpH tell me about it; you can say that again (lit.: don’t say that)
3 JZLOBOJILHO quite, rather, pretty (adv.) 8 HE 3a UTO (response to cnacii6o) don’t mention it (lit.: There isn’t
9 3J1ech here anything (to thank me) for)
3 KpacHBas attractive; good-looking (Feminine) 1 He CIpAlIMBai don’t ask
3 KpacyBbIN attractive; good-looking (Masculine) 4 HeT no
5 MUITA/IITAH younger (masc) 1,8 mnnuero é) ’[}OT too bad bont it it's mothine (it “nothine’
4 woki, Mo& ok, ok my (fem) 6 merd ceos very impressvel wow! notbads S OE)
6 HaBEPHO probably 1 Hy W el}; P ’ ’ ’
4 Haw, nauwe, Hawa, our (masc) 10 Hy Tbl JaéIb! you are really something!

Hal1 4 oii! oh!
2 Hemadxo not bad 3 OTBSKHCBH! get lost!
7 HE TOT the wrong (lit.: not that) 3 OTCTAHBTE OT MEHs! Leave me alone! (lit.: ‘stand away from me”)
6 OrsiTh again 8 MOKaNyHcTa 1) here you go (worker giving something to customer)
8 I6X0 poorly 2) plea}se
11 mpdero (it’s) just; simply . 3) you're welcome

cTAprmiA 1 noKa (seg you) later o i
9 Tam there ?1 no-mMoemy 1 I}Izmk; in my opinion (don’t leave out the hyphen!)

. N . . . 1ouem wh
4 TBOM, TBOE, TBOA, TBOH  your (masc., informal) 1 HpI/IBé%/ hi ()ilsed only with friends and family)
2,5 xopowo good, well, OK, all right 8 crniacubo thank you (there is no way to shorten this word, despite the
best efforts of American students)
1 TaK cebe so-so (this is somewhat negative)
. . 9 THI HE BAZEN/A did you (happen to) see (Masc/Fem
i Expressmns_ & Misc. 3 ThI U1y THIIb? areJJjouj('okgfg? (Irfformgl) )
1 ay Tebs? how about you? (lit: “and by you?’) 4 qT0 3T0? What'’s this/that?; What are those?
7 ajio hello? (only used when answering phone) 1 4TO CIIBIIIHO? what’s up?; what’s new? (lit.: ‘what is audible?”)
9 ax! (expresses dismay) 10 uro ¢ ToOOH? what’s (wrong) with you?
8 BOT BaM X (handing something to someone) here’s your X; Here’s a X for 4 510 X (person or thing)  this/that/it is (@) X
Jyou. 4 3to He X (person or this isn’t/that’s not (a) X
7 BsI HE TOT HOMED You 've got (= dialed) the wrong number thing)
Halpai. o . . 10 scHo clear; understandable
1 Tpex JKAJoBaThCs I can’t complain (lit: ‘(it’s) a sin to complain’) 10 s wI6Xxo cebs Idon’t feel well
5 Ja . yes . . . YYBCTBYIO
1 A0 CBUaHus good-bye (lit.: until meeting) 8 s TOHUMATo no-pyccku [ understand Russian (don’t leave out the hyphen!)
9 Ke (adds emphasis to preceding word)
2 3pABCTBYH hi (informal; = npusér [privét]) *first ‘B’ [v] not pronounced
3 3JIpABCTBYHTE Hello
5 3HAUUT so ... (lit.: it means ...)
1,4 wu3BUHK excuse me; pardon me; I'm sorry
W3BUHH, paau bora I'm really sorry (paom bora — lit.: “for the sake of God” — adds
emphasis to the apology)

Kak ero/e¢ 30ByT? What'’s his/her name?(lit.: “how do they call him/her?’)

kak Bac 30By1? What’s your name? (Formal/ (Informal)

Kak TeOs 30ByT?
1 Kak Jiena? how'’s it going? how are things?
10 xak 3to? how is that possible; what do you mean?
3 KTO 3T0? Who's that/this?
1 JIAJTHO OK; all right
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