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Dialogues: A: “Leave me alone”;  Б: “Get lost!” 
Spelling/Sounds: The Russian Alphabet - Part II  
 -  Group IV: The rest of the letters 
Grammar: Dictionary forms of words 
 No articles in Russian 
 Informal vs. Formal forms of address (cont’d) 
 Stating/asking names 
 Gender (Introduction) 
 Russian first names 

Диалђги Dialogues
 
 

А. ОтстЌньте от менј          Leave me alone 
 
 1 В бЌре In a bar 

ЛЎна: 2 ЗдрЌвствуйтe.  Мeнј зовѓт ЛЎна.  А как вас зовѓт? 
[ZdrЌstvuyte.  MenyЌ zovut Léna.  A kak vas zovút?] 

Hello.  My name is Lena.  What’s your name? 

Сeрёжа: 3 ОтстЌньтe от мeнј.  (ЛЎна leaves) 
[OtstЌnte  ot  menyЌ] 

Leave me alone.  (ЛЎна leaves) 

ПЎтя: 4 

 

5 

(walks up to Сeрёжа)  Кто іто?  ОнЌ довђльно  
(Walks up to Seryózha) [Kto éto?  Oná dovólno  
красЏвая дЎвушка.  Как eё зовѓт? 
krasívaya dévushka.  Kak yeyó zovút?] 

(Walks up to Серёжа)  

Who’s that?  She’s a pretty good looking 
young woman.  What’s her name?  

Сeрёжа: 6 КрасЏвая?  Ты шѓтишь!? 
[Krasívaya? Ti shútish!?] 

Good looking?  Are you joking!? 

 
 
 
 

Б. ОтвяжЏсь!          Get lost! 
 
  В бЌре In a bar 
Бђря: 7 ЗдрЌвствуйтe.  Мeнј зовѓт Бђря.  А как вас зовѓт? 

[Zdrástvuyte.  Menyá zovút Bórya.  А kak vas zovút?]
Hello.  My name is Borya.  What’s your 
name? 

ЛЌра: 8 ОтвяжЏсь! (Бђря leaves) 
[Otvyazhís.] (Bórya leaves) 

Get lost!  (Бђря leaves) 

РЏта: 9 
 

10 

(walks up to ЛЌра) Кто іто?  Он довђльно 
(walks up to Lára) [Kto éto?  Oná dovólno 
красЏвый пЌрень.  Как eгђ зовѓт? 
krasíviy páren       Kak yevó zovút?] 

(Walks up to ЛЌра)  
Who’s that?  He’s a pretty good looking guy.  
What’s his name?  

ЛЌра: 11 КрасЏвый?  Ты шѓтишь!? 
[Krasíviy?   Ti  shútish?] 

Good looking?  Are you joking!? 
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СловЌрь Vocabulary
 

1 в бЌрe [v báre] in a/the bar 

2 здрЌвствуйтe [zdrástvuyte] (1st ‘в’ is silent) Hello (Formal) 

2 мeнј зовѓт + (first name) [menyá zovút] My name is … (lit.: ‘they call me …’) 

2 [kak vas zovút? ] 

2 

как вас зовѓт? (Formal) 
как тeбј зовѓт? (Informal) [kak tebyá zovút? ] 

What’s your name? (lit.: ‘how do they call you?’) 

3 отстЌньтe от мeнј! [otstánte ot menyá] Leave me alone! (lit.: ‘stand away from me’) 

4 кто іто? [kto éto?] Who’s that/this? 

4 онЌ [oná] she 

5 довђльно [dovólno] quite, rather, pretty (adv.) 

5 красЏвая [krasívaya] attractive; good-looking (Feminine) 

5 дЎвушка [dévushka] girl; young woman 

5 как eё зовѓт? [kak yeyó zovút? ] What’s her name? (lit.: ‘how do they call her?’) 

6 ты шѓтишь? [ti shútish? ] are you joking? (Informal) 

8 отвяжЏсь! [otvyazhís] get lost!  (This is very rude.) 

9 он [on] he 

10 красЏвый [krasíviy] attractive; good-looking (Masculine) 

10 пЌрень [páren] guy 

10 как eгђ зовѓт? [kak yevó zovút] (in this word 
‘г’ is pronounced [v]) 

What’s his name? (lit.: ‘how do they call him?’) 

 
 

[          [          [ 
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3.А The Russian Alphabet - Part II 
 
 
3.А.1 Group 4: The rest of the letters (all look different than English) 
 

 Listen and repeat: 
 

RUSSIAN LETTER APPROXIMATE SOUND 

Ф/ф f as in fan 

Ц/ц ts as in its (also: zz as in pizza) 

Ч/ч ch as in cheap  (but with the tongue higher and more forward.  Try to 
smile when pronouncing ч) 

Ш/ш 
sh as in shoot (but farther back in the mouth.  Imitate the sound of a 
cappuccino maker) – try to stick out your chin as if daring someone to 
hit you 

Щ/щ 
also sh as in fresh sherbet,  (this consonant is longer and higher in the 
mouth than ш)  Try to smile when pronouncing щ.  (ш vs. щ will be 
contrasted in the next lesson.) 

ъ 
(твёрдый знак) “Hard sign” (not a separate sound.  More on this letter in Lesson 5) 

Ы/ы 
the “ugly” vowel sound: The closest English sound is the i in bit.  Try to 
pronounce [u] as in lunatic, but keep your lips unrounded.  Best advice: 
Listen closely to the recording! 

ь 
(мјгкий знак) “Soft sign” (not a separate sound.  More on this letter in Lesson 5) 

Э/э e as in bet (this letter does not normally appear in native Russian 
words) 

Ю/ю 1) u as in tune 
2) yu as in Yuma (we’ll explain later how to predict which to use) 

Я/я 1) a as in father 
2) ya as in yacht (we’ll explain later how to predict which to use) 

 
 Listen and repeat: 

 
Ф/ф 
телефђн (telephone; telephone number), фЌбрика (factory), фЌкел (torch), фЏзика (physics), 
фотђграф (photographer), фунт (pound [weight]), ФлђрЏда (the state – either syllable can be 
stressed), ФрЌнкфурт (Germany or Kentucky), ФлобЎр (Flaubert), ФрЌнклин ($100) 
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Ц/ц 
ценЌ (price), цЎнтр (center), цЏник (cynic), цитЌта (quote), Трђцкий (icepick in head), цинк 
(zinc), цвет (color), цемЎнт (cement), цирк (circus), процЎсс (process; trial) 

 
Ч/ч 
ЧикЌго (the city), чёрт (devil; damn it!), дЌча (summer house), час (hour), чай (tea), чёлн 
(canoe), чек (receipt), черепЌха (turtle), ЧЏли (the country), чѓдо (miracle) 

 
Ш/ш 
шофёр (driver), ШанхЌй (Chinese city), ШекспЏр (Bill to his friends), шок (shock), шеф, 
(boss), шкаф (closet), шкђла (school), шанс (chance), шарф (scarf), шЌйба (hockey puck; also 
used to encourage sports team: ‘Let’s go!!’) 

 
Щ/щ 
щи (cabbage soup), щекЌ (cheek), щѓка (pike [fish]), щётка (brush), щёлк (snapping sound), 
щит (shield), щекђтно (ticklish), ещё (still; yet), прощѓ (I forgive) 

 
Ы/ы (Listen carefully to this “ugly” vowel sound)  
ты (you), мы (we), вы (you), бЎлый (white), дым (smoke), дырЌ (hole), лѕсый (bald), лѕжа 
(ski), пѕтка (torture), мѕло (soap), рѕба (fish), открѕл ([he] opened), сыр (cheese),  

 
Э/э  (As mentioned above, this letter does not normally appear in native Russian words) 
элемЎнт (element), іхо (echo), эмигрЌнт (emigrant), экзЌмен (test), экспЎрт (expert), 
электрЏчество (electricity), эконђмика (economics), экрЌн ([movie] screen), Љдисон (Tom to 
his friends), Љдмонтон (the city in Canada) хіппи энд (happy ending) 
 

 
Ю/ю 
сюжЎт (subject; plot), тюрбЌн (turban), нюх (sense of smell), нюЌнс (nuance), мїзикл 
([Broadway] musical), рюкзЌк (backpack), рїмка (shot glass), лїди (people), бюрђ (bureau), 
люблї (I love) 
 
Examples with a preceding [y] sound: 
ЮпЏтер (Jupiter), мої (my), їмор (hope you have a sense of …), юбилЎй (anniversary), 
юрЏст (lawyer), їрский (Jurrasic)  

 
Я/я 
рјдом (beside), тјга (pulling), нјня (nanny), тётя (aunt), дјдя (uncle), врЎмя (time), Џмя 
(name), дерЎвня (village) 
 
Examples with a preceding [y] sound: 
јнки (Yankee), Ќрмия (army), јблоко (apple), јсно (clearly), Ђнглия (England), биолђгия 
(biology), мој (my), РоссЏя (Russia) 

 
Do Oral Exercise 1 in the Homework (page 3-9) now!
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3.Б The “Dictionary Form” of Words  
 в бЌре (1) 
 
If you look in a Russian dictionary you won’t find a word бЌрe.  Instead you’ll find бар, which is the ‘dictionary 
form’.  The ending changes depending on the function the word performs in the sentence.  In this case the ending 
-e indicates location, after the preposition в in.  For now, just memorize в бЌрe together.  We’re going to spend 
practically the rest of the year studying the various forms nouns (adjectives, and pronouns) take depending on 
their function. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.В No Articles (A/n, The) in Russian  
 в бЌре (1) 
 
The two Russian words в бЌре are translated by three English words in a bar.  In a different context, it could very 
well mean in the bar.  Russian does not have grammatical articles (a/n, the), which is why you may hear a 
Russian say ‘Where is car?’ and other assorted phrases lacking articles.  (Actually, learning to use articles is very 
difficult, so don’t make fun of foreigners.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.Г Informal vs. Formal Forms of Address (Cont’d)) 
 здрЌвствуй vs. здрЌвствуйте (2) 
 
In Lesson 1 the friends greet each other with привЎт hi, and in Lesson 2 with здрЌвствуй, which also is 
translated as hi.  In this lesson’s dialogues, Бђря and ЛЎна say здравствуйтe hello to (not very sympathetic) 
strangers.  Russian, like many other European languages (French, Spanish, Italian, German, Czech, Polish, etc.) 
distinguishes between Informal and Formal forms of address.   
 
Use informal forms of address (привЎт, здрЌвствуй) when speaking to friends, classmates, relatives, animals, 
God, and children (roughly) under the age of 13-14 (puberty).  For everyone else (professors, unfamiliar persons 
over age 13-14) use formal forms of address (здрЌвствуйтe).  Using the wrong form (especially the informal 
with a professor or other adult) can be a real faux pas.  We’ll discuss this distinction further in Lesson 5. 
 
In fact, there is quite a large variation among Russians in their choice of informal vs. formal forms.  Some adults 
address (even long time) friends with the formal (especially if the relationship is professional), while other people 
use the informal with complete strangers (drunks especially like to do this).  (When ЛЌра tells Бђря to get lost, 
she uses the informal form in order to really ‘diss’ him. 
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3.Д Stating / Asking Names  
 Менј зовѓт …; Как вас зовѓт? (2, 7) 
 
Here we see another example of a ‘fixed expression’, and another example of how important it is not to translate 
phrases word for word.  Literally, these two phrases break down as follows: 
 
 

 Менј / Её / Егђ зовѓт СЌша. 
 Me / Her / Him (they) call Sasha. = My / Her / His name is Sasha. 

     

Как вас / тебј / её / егђ зовѓт?  
How you (Frml/Infrml) / her / him (they) call?  = What’s your / her / his name? 

 
If you’ve studied Spanish or French or German or Italian (or just about any other language) you’re probably 
already aware that this very common statement/question often cannot be translated literally into English. 
 
When asking your classmates their names (which you’ll be doing a lot in the next few days), use the informal 
form: Kак тeбј зовѓт? 
 
 
Remember, the normal word for what is что, which we saw previously.  It is only in this fixed expression (and a 
few others) that what is translated as как. 
 

 Form questions and give answers: 
 
Example:  you (informal) / МЏша  Как тебј зовѓт?  Менј зовѓт МЏша. 
  her / ВЎра   Как её зовѓт?  Её зовѓт ВЎра. 
 
1. you (formal) / НатЌша 2. him / Њра 
3. you (informal) / СлЌва 4. her / Лїба 
 
 

3.Е Grammatical Gender (Introduction) 
 красЏвая дЎвушка (4) vs. красЏвый пЌрень (9) 
 
As in languages such as French, German, etc., nouns in Russian are marked with gender − Masculine, Feminine, 
or Neuter.  You can almost always tell the gender of a noun just by looking at the ending: 
 

 MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER 
ends in: consonant -а -о 
examples: брат, кот, нахЌл сестрЌ, собЌка, нахЌлка окнђ (window), пЏво (beer) 

 
Nouns that end in -ь (soft sign) are either Masculine or Feminine, and you can’t always tell which.  Later we will 
give you some strategies for how to sometimes tell. 
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The endings on adjectives also change, depending on the gender of the noun (but note that, unlike the adjective, 
the adverb довђльно remains the same in both phrases): 
 

ОнЌ довђльно красЏвая дЎвушка. She’s a pretty attractive young woman. 

Он довђльно красЏвый пЌрeнь. He’s a pretty attractive guy. 
 

  Question1: If adjectives have more than one form, do all these forms appear in the 
dictionary? 

 Answer: No, the dictionary uses the Masculine as its dictionary form.  So, the adjective 
above appears in the dictionary as красЏвый.  (See above about dictionary 
forms of words) 

 

3.Ё Russian First Names  
 
Pick out a Russian first name for yourself (as well as 2 - 3 ‘back-ups’ in case someone steals your 
name before you can claim it).  You’ll address each other using the diminutive.   
 

MALE NAMES FEMALE NAMES 
Full Name Common 

Diminutive(s) 
Approximate 
Meaning 

Full Name Common 
Diminutive(s) 

Approximate 
Meaning 

АлeксЌндр СЌша, Шѓра defending men АлeксЌндра СЌша, Шѓра defending men 

АлeксЎй Алёша, Лёша defender АлЏна ЛЏна white 

Анатђлий Тђля east Ђлла Ђля sublime (unattested) 

АндрЎй Андрїша brave АнастасЏя НЌстя resurection 

Антђн Антђша, Тђша flower (unattested) Ђнна Ђня favor; grace 

БорЏс Бђря warrior АнтонЏна Тђня flower (unattested) 

ВалeнтЏн ВЌля strong; healthy Ђся (same as full name) doctor 

ВалЎрий ВалЎра strong; heatlhy ВЎра (same as full name) faith 

ВасЏлий ВЌся ruler ВeронЏка ВЏка, НЏка bring victory 

ВЏктор ВЏтя victor ВалeнтЏна ВЌля strong; healthy 

ВладЏмир Волђдя, Вђва rule with greatness ВарвЌра ВЌря foreign 

ВладислЌв СлЌва rule with glory Виктђрия ВЏка victor 

ВсЎволод СЎва ruler of all ГалЏна ГЌля calm 

ВячeслЌв СлЌва great glory ДЌрья ДЌша possess good 

ГeннЌдий ГЎна noble ЕвгЎния ЖЎня noble 

Геђргий Жђра, Гђша farmer ЕкатeрЏна КЌтя far off (unattested) 

Григђрий ГрЏша keep vigil ЕлЎна ЛЎна light; torch 

                                                 
1  The Question boxes throughout the book are not questions for you to answer.  They are questions that we have predicted 

you, the student, might ask your professor, and our answers to them. 
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continued 
 

MALE NAMES FEMALE NAMES 
Full Name Common 

Diminutive(s) 
Approximate 
Meaning 

Full Name Common 
Diminutive(s) 

Approximate 
Meaning 

ДаниЏл ДЌня God is my judge ЕлизавЎта ЛЏза oath of God 

ДмЏтрий ДЏма, МЏтя plenty from the land ЖЌнна (same as full name) Jehovah is gracious 

ЕвгЎний ЖЎня noble ЗинаЏда ЗЏна of Zeus 

ИвЌн ВЌня Jehova is gracious Зђя (same as full name) life 

Ильј Илїша God is Jehova ИнЎсса Ѕнна (unattested) 

КонстантЏн Кђстя constant ИрЏна Ѕра peace 

Лeв Лёва lion КЏра (same as full name) ruler; queen 

ЛeонЏд Лёня appearance of a lion КсЎния Ксїша hospitable 

МихаЏл МЏша who is like God? ЛарЏса ЛЌра sea gull (unattested) 

НикЏта (same as full name) victor ЛЏдия ЛЏда Lydia (region in 
Asia Minor) 

НиколЌй Кђля victor ЛЏлия ЛЏля lily 

ПЌвeл ПЌша small; humble Любђвь Лїба love 

Пётр ПЎтя rock ЛюдмЏла Лїда favor of the people 

Родиђн Рђдя rose МаргарЏта РЏта pearl 

РомЌн Рђма Roman МарЏна (same as full name) marine 

СeргЎй Сeрёжа servant (unattested) МарЏя МЌша bitter (unattested) 

СтeпЌн Стёпа crown МЌрта (same as full name) mistress of the house

СтанислЌв СлЌва become glorious НадЎжда НЌдя hope 

Фёдор ФЎдя gift of God НатЌлия НатЌша native 

Њрий Њра same as Геђргий НЏна (same as full name) (unattested) 

Ћков Ћша hold the heel ОксЌна (same as full name) Ukrainian form of 
КсЎния – hospitable 

   Ільга Іля prosperous; happy 

   ПолЏна Пђля Apollo 

   РаЏса РЌя easy; relaxed 

   СвeтлЌна СвЎта light; bright 

   Сђфья Сђня wise 

   ТамЌра Тђма date palm tree 

   Татьјна ТЌня (unattested) 

   Њлия Њля downy-bearded 
(unattested) 
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 Exercise 1 Circle the word you hear:  
1.  Фђлнея Гђлнер Фѓлкнер Фђлкнер 

2.  сензѓра цензѓра вензѓра цензѓру 

3.  снЌйка чЌйка чЌка чЌйник 

4.  шанс снанс шенс шанц 

5.  гЏрка дЎрка дѕрка дѓрку 

6.  карандЌш карендЏм харандЌщ карандђш 

7.  рЏдом рјдом рїдом пјдом 

8.  МЏксон НЎксон КлЏксон НЏксон 

9.  бюдзЎт быдзЎт бюджЎт бюджЌт 

10.  футбђл фоотбђл фѓтбол футбЌл 

11.  Рѓтин Пѓтин ПутЏн РутЏн 

12.  чЏмия хЎмия сЏмия хЏмия 

13.  АмЏрака ОмЎрика АмЎрика РоссЏя 

14.  щѓка сѓка щђка щекЌ 

15.  здрЌствойте здрЌствайте сдрѓствуйте здрЌвствуйте 
 
  Exercise 2 List the names in the order they are read – just write the number next to the 

name.  Not all names will be read:  
ЛЎнин Толстђй Шостакђвич ПастeрнЌк 

Горбачёв Ѓльцин РЏмский-Кђрсаков Пѓшкин 

ГагЌрин (first man in space) Набђков КаспЌров Трђцкий 

СолжeнЏцын ЧЎхов БрЎжнев Барѕшников 

Пѓтин Чайкђвский ДостоЎвский СтЌлин 
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" Exercise 3    Give the English equivalent.  
 
1. саксофђн ____________________________ 2. Мђцарт ____________________________ 

3. прЏнтер ____________________________ 4. банЌн ____________________________ 

5. грeйпфрѓт ____________________________ 6. цeмЎнт ____________________________ 

7. шкђла ____________________________ 8. ріп-мѓзыка ____________________________ 

9. экспЎрт ____________________________ 10. бюджЎт ____________________________ 

11. Ђнглия ____________________________ 12. солдЌт ____________________________ 

13. тeлeвЏзор ____________________________ 14. ресторЌн ____________________________ 
    " Exercise 4    Indicate how would address the following people: 
 
 

 “ПривЎт”, 
“ЗдрЌвствуй” “ЗдрЌвствуйтe” 

your best friend   

your Russian teacher   

a clerk at the post office   

your friend’s younger brother   

a cop who stopped you for speeding   

your classmates   

Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin    
 


