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Grammar: The Past Tense: a first look

Russian to English (cont'd): Sentence
Les&dnEight
N

Spelling/Sounds: The consonant sound [y]

JAunanoru Dialogues
A. BoTt Bam uyan Here’s your tea
1 (B pecmopdne) (In a restaurant)
Puira: 2 | Yaii, moxkamyiicra. Tea, please.
Jsxon: 3 | [loxanyiicra. Here you go.
Prita: 4 |Cmacubo. (starts to drink) Thank you. (starts to drink)
5 | Aro He wait. Do kode. Uro s ckazana? S ckazana | This isn’t tea. This is coffee. What did I say? 1
6 | «uait». Bl moHnMaere: «4aiy! said ‘tea’. Do you understand, ‘tea’!
Jxon: 7 | V3BuanTe. S miudxo moHUMAIO MO-pyccku. S Excuse me. Idon’t understand Russian very
8 | amepuKaHe. well. I'm an American.
Pura: 9 | Ol, U3BUHATE, MTOKATYHCTA. Oh, excuse me, please.
Jxon: 10 | Huuer6. Bor BaMm yaii. Don’t worry about it. Here'’s your tea.
Pura: 11 | Cnacu6o. Thank you.
Jxon: 12 | [HoxamyiicTa. You re welcome.
b. BoTt Bam Kocpe Here’s your coffee
(B pecmopane) (In a restaurant)
Banépa: |13 | Kode, noxanyiicra. Coffee, please.
J1EVYH 14 | [Toxkanyticra. Here you go.
Banépa: |15 | Cmacubo. (starts to drink) Thank you. (starts to drink)
16 | D10 HE Kode. 10 uaii. Yo 5 ckazan? S ckasan This isn’t coffee. This is tea. What did I say? I
17 | «x0de». Bvl noHumaere: «kodex! said ‘coffee’ Do you understand: ‘coffee’!
Ihm: 18 | M3BunnTe. S muoxo MOHUMAIO MO-pyccku. S Excuse me. Idon’t understand Russian very
19 | aMepuKaHKa. well. I'm an American.
Baaépa: (20 | M3BunuTE, TOXKATYICTA. Oh, excuse me please.
IIsm: 21 | Huger6. Bot Bam xode. Don’t worry about it. Here’s you coffee.
Banépa: |22 | Cnacubo. Thank you.
IIsm: 23 | Hé 3a 4ro. Don’t mention it.




8- ypok Spelling / Sounds

CaoBapnb Vocabulary

1 | pectopaH (No ‘r’ at the end of the word in Russian!) | restaurant

2 | 4an tea

MOXKAIyiicTa 1) please
2) here you go (service worker giving something to customer)
3) you’'re welcome

4 | cracu6o thank you (there is no way to shorten this word, despite the best
efforts of American students)

5 | kode coffee (Masc — note the gender!)
cKazana said (Past Tense, Fem)

6 | moHuMaere (vou sg-Formal / pl) understand

7 | m16x0 poorly
sl IOHUMAIO TTO-PYCCKU I understand Russian (don’t leave out the hyphen!)

8 | aMmepukaHen American (noun, Masc; note: not capitalized)

10 | HUYEro here: don’t worry about it; it’s nothing (lit.: nothing; cf. Lesson 1)
BOT BaM [noun] (handing something to someone) here’s your[noun]

16 | cKa3am said (Past Tense, Masc)

19 | aMepHUKaHKa American (noun, Fem; note: not capitalized)

23 | Hé 3a 4TO (response to cmacn6o) don 't mention it (lit.: There isn’t anything

(to thank me) for)

ér ér >

8.A The Past Tense (a first look)
YT0 9 ckasana/ckasan? (5, 16)
We’ve seen several instances of the Past Tense already: 6s11M were (pl), mepenyras mixed up (Masc)

For now note 2 things:
1. The consonant ‘1’ as a Past Tense marker.

2. The ending changes depending gender and number (-1 = Masc sg, -1a = Fem sg, -yim = plural)

The Past Tense (a first look)

SINGULAR PLURAL
MASCULINE (51, TBI, OH): =JI FEMININE (51, TbI, OHA): =JIQ (MBI, BBI, OHH): =JIN
TepemnyTan repenyrana TIepenyTaan
CKa3a CKazaa CKazanm
OBLT ObLIa OBLTH
(*note: stress shifts to ending)

There will be a more in-depth explanation of the Past Tense in Chapter 2.
I ———
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Grammar Lesson 8

|
|
E . . You (guys) mixed up everything. :
i BbI BCE nepemnyTaiy. < i
' You (stupid professor) mixed up everything. J'

@ Change the form of the verb based on the cue (*Careful with word order: full nouns follow the
verb, pronouns precede):

Example: Yro on ckazan? (Mama) [1  Ymo ckazdra Mdawa?
Yo oH cka3an? (oHA) [l Ymo ond crazdna?

1. Uro ona ckazana? (oH, BB — said to a nice policeman, Ko, TBo# pomuTens, Mosi MaTh, €r0 OTEIT)
2. Muma Bc€ neperrytan. (Bépa, s, Mb1, BTs, oH4, BB — said to mpodéccop, Tl — said to Opar)

3. S 6p11/a B pecropane. (COHs, MBI, OH, THI — said to cecTpa, Moy poauteny, /[rma)

8.b Russian to English (cont’d): Different Sentence Structure

A nnéxo noHMMAato no-pyccku (7)
Here’s a perfect example of how a word-for-word translation just won’t work. Literally 51 mii6xo moHumaro mo-
pyccku means / poorly understand in Russian, though it’s best translated as / don 't understand Russian very well.

As we said before, there’s no sure way to predict which phrases and sentences are directly translatable and which
aren’t. Just keep your eyes and ears open for this type of thing.
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8- ypok Spelling / Sounds

8.B The Consonant Sound [y]: U or Soft-indicating Vowel

Like English, Russian has the consonant sound ‘y’ as in yes, boy, etc. There are two basic ways to spell this ‘y’

sound in Russian. One way is straightforward: just use the consonant letter ‘ii’. The other way is a bit more

complex: using (certain) soft-indicating vowels.

1) Using consonant letter “ii>. ‘M’ is seen mostly at the end of a syllable following a vowel, in which case it’s
close to the ‘y’ in English boy, they, but with a real tug on that ‘y’ at the end. It can also appear syllable-

initially in foreign words: Heto-HUopxk.
% Listen and repeat the following words (Be sure to give a good ‘tug’ when pronouncing ‘in’):

MO}, TBOH, Maii, KoBOO# (cowboy), 6onbuid (big), mnoxoii (bad), rénnil, oi, neii (drink!), 3apaBcTBYiTE, TAHIYH
(dance!), 6eii (beat!), iiora (yoga), Hero-MoOpk, cipammBait

2) Using a soft-indicating vowel 1, e, &, 10, (1)

Our previous discussion of soft-indicating vowels was limited to cases in which the vowels were immediately
preceded by a consonant. When a soft-indicating vowel (except ‘u’ either in word-initial or unstressed position —
see more below) is not immediately preceded by a consonant, the consonant sound ‘%’ is pronounced (but not
written) before the vowel sound. For instance, ‘s’ not immediately preceded by a consonant is a single letter
representing two sounds: ‘i’ + {A}. As we see in the chart below (and don’t forget to do the oral exercise!), there
are three places where a soft-indicating vowel are not preceded by a consonant, and are pronounced with an initial
‘i’ sound:

@ Listen and repeat:

THREE PLACES WHERE SOFT-INDICATING VOWELS DO NOT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW A
CONSONANT — AND ARE PRONOUNCED WITH AN INITIAL ‘i1’ SOUND

1) At the beginning of a word ﬁma, sictped (hawk), én (he ate), éxats (to ride), énxa (fir), EMKOCTB
(capacity), vomop (humor), voHOCTH (Youth)

*Word-initial u- is not pronounced with a preceding ‘i’: NBaH,
HHKeHEP, UM (first name)

2) Following any vowel MoOsi, TBOSI, IPUEXATh (fo arrive), yéxan (he left), mon, TBoH, naér (he
gives), €€, CBoro (one’s own), TBOIO

3) Following a b or b CBUHBS (swine), 00bsitue (hug), cemne (family), ceen (he ate up),
CBUHBH (swine’s), craTbi (articles), bET (s/he sews), 00BEM
(scope), nvio (I drink), anproTant (adjutant)

Thus, if someone shows you the ‘words’ mmsi or mé or mmio (with the letter, if any, before the soft-indicating
vowel covered) and asks you whether there is a #i sound in the word, your answer should be: “I cant’ tell as itis. I
need to see the preceding letter, if any, to determine whether there should be a i pronounced before the vowel. If
that letter is anything except a consonant, then there is a it sound before the vowel sound.”

So, in addition to the basic vowel sound, soft-indicating vowels represent either:

1) Softening of immediately preceding consonant: (mpusét, JIénst). Our notation: C*{V} (any soft consonant +
any vowel)

2) The presence of i sound: (11, Mmoé, nbr). Our notation: i{V}
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Spelling / Sounds Lesson 8
More Examples of Basic Sounds
VOWEL SOFT CONSONANT PLUS {VOWEL} 1 PLUS {VOWEL}
LETTER example asin ... example asin ...
i 0"+ {A} Te0s i+ {A} I, MO, CBUHBS
e n°+ {E} nétn i+ {E} €xaTh, yéxaTh, CEMbE
" ™+ {1} 3TU i+ {l} MOH, CTaThH
é a + {0} JIéus i+ {0} EI1Ka, TBOE, )KUThHE
0 o+ {U} KYXHIO i+ {U} OMOD, TBOXO, ITBIOT

While this explanation of the i sound may be a bit complex, remember, it’s all a matter of pronunciation. In all
the instances described above, Russians really do pronounce a i sound (and they certainly don’t know any of
these rules).

We are now able to represent the basic sounds of ANY WORD in the entire language. Let’s look at some more

examples — some with the sound i, some without.

TBOI B{O}ii cebé c"{E}6°{E}
TBOA 18{O}ii{A} Uedn S 24P (no fil before word-
TBOE t8{0}11{O} o n{A}
TBOH tB{O}i{l} CTaThu cr{A}ri{l}
Iy THIIb ur{U}t {1} s’ dbororpadus G{O}r{O}rp{A}d"{I}in{A}
eé n{E}it{O} MUTATIIN i {A} {1} it
J0Yb n{O}up’ KHUBY x{l}B{U}
OISITh {O}" {A}1" MOHUMATO n{O}u"{l}m{A}ir{U}
OKHO {O}xu{0O} CTOUT ct{O} {1} T (no /it/ before unstressed ‘u’)
cépare ¢"{E}pau{O} FOmwirep u{Un"{I}t"{E}p
(The previous word, oxuo, indicates that the underlying (noun) ‘. u
ending is {O}.) cro #{E}r{O}
ux {I}x (no /ii/ before word-initial {1})
6oJbIIOE oor'm {O}it{E} KUBET x{l1}8"{O}1
xopoimee x{O}p{O}m{O}u{E} MTOHUMAET n{O}u"{I}Mm{A}i1{O}T
(The previous word 6onvwoe indicates that the underlying (The previous word, socueém, indicates that the underlying
(adjectival) ending is {O}u{E}.) (verbal) ending is {O}m.)

1

2

Here we write ‘b’ as a full letter rather than ” (indicator of preceding softness), because, as you recall, ‘m’ is inherently a
hard consonant. Recall our convention to use an unraised ‘v’ after inherently hard or soft consonants.
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Spelling / Sounds

If word-initial u- does not represent a i sound, how can we distinguish the
basic sound representation of words beginning in ‘u’ vs. ‘eI’? In other words,
what spelling does, say, {lI}B{A}u represent, UBau or bIan? This problem
does not come up in distinguishing initial 3- (which has no it sound) vs. e-

i Question: |
| |
| |
| |
é (with # sound) or a- (no i sound) vs. s1- (with it sound), etc. !
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

. Answer: Superb, really fantastic question. Take a look at a Russian dictionary. There

| are no words that start with the letter b1. None. Zilch. There is no instance of
bl following another vowel either, i.e., {|} after a vowel always corresponds to ;
the letter ‘u’: M{O} {I} = mon. So, problem solved. |

We realize that the exact details about the presence/absence of a ‘i’ sound with the vowel ‘n’ are rather involved
(only pronounce ‘i’ when ‘n’ is stressed following either a vowel or 6/5). The most important thing to keep in
mind is that word-initial ‘w’ is different from all the other soft-indicating vowels, and is not pronounced with the
‘i’ sound.

Finally, many students have an especially hard time hearing this if sound when it occurs in one-syllable words.
Compare the pronunciations (with and without i sound):

@ Listen and repeat:

WITHOUT /i/ SOUND

WITH /i1/ SOUND

IATh

cen (he sat down)
kcratu (by the way)
JIéns

uyno (miracle)

* remember: pronounced /ur0/

bSIHEIH (drunk; inebriated)
cwen (he ate up)

cTaThu (articles)

et (s/he pours)

Ybt0 (Whose)
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Spelling / Sounds Lesson 8



Lesson 8 - Homework Uma

&5 Exercise1 Determine which words have a it sound. Explain how the sound is represented.

Examples: erd — Soft-indicating {E} in initial position
Most — Soft-indicating {A} after a vowel
meio — Soft-indicating {U} after a ‘v’

TBOU — the consonant letter ‘U
MeHs — no /it/ sound

A

MeHS

MOM

MaTb

MOé

e€ (think!)

neu

J1aro

MOHUMAIO

UBan

XopomIo

OOBSICHATH

MO-PYCCKH

OKHO

CTaTbU

JIfona

Aisicka

xoporee




8-1 ypok Homework
Exercise 2 Transcribe the following words in terms of their basic sounds:

Example: ISHET ] 0{O " m{A}it{A}
Bane ] {B{A}u"{E}
l1.s 2. IIoXas
3. 310 4. MBIOT
5. y3Haér 6. TOHUMAET
(this word shares the same ending as 5)
7. OKHO 8. cépaue
(this word shares the same ending as 7)
9. uHTEpEC 10. qait
11. ckazamm 12. moxanyiicra

< Exercise 3 Provide an appropriate response to the following (as a full sentence, if possible):

1.  Kak Bac 30ByT?

2. Crnacub6o.

3. Bor Bam uaii.

4. U3Bunnre pamu bora.

5. ro tBOI Opat?

6. Kak nena?
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