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Spelling/Sounds: Vowel reduction

A: “It's on the bed”; b: “It’s in the fridge”;
B: “It's on the couch”; I": “They’re on the
table”

Another ‘location’ ending: -n

The direct object (a first look)

Plural of nouns (a first look)

More on gender and pronouns

A different set of verb endings

JAnanorm Dialogues

A. OH neXxuT Ha KpoBaTu It’s on the bed

Jnama: 1 |(in a hurry) Ax! Mmue vékorga. ['me Mol (in a hurry) Ugh! I'min a hurry. Where is my
2 | doTtoammapar? TsI He BHAeTa Moii poToanmapat? | camera? You didn’t happen to see my camera?

Hans 3 | Ilo-mMOeMy, OH JIEXKUAT Ha KPOBATH. T think it’s (Iying) on the bed.

Jnama: 4 | 3mech HeT. I'me xe oH? No, (it’s) not here. Where the devil is it?

b. OHa B xonoaunbHUKe It’s in the fridge

Const 5 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mue aékorna. ['me mosi BOnka? | (in a hurry) Ugh! I'm in a hurry. Where is my
6 | Tw1 HE BAIET MOTO BOJIKY? vodka? You didn’t happen to see my vodka?

Jnma 7 | Ilo-mMOeMy, OHA B XOIOMAIBHUKE. L think it’s in the fridge.

Couna 8 | Tam mer. T'me ke ona? No, (it’s) not there. Where the devil is it?

B. OHO nexwT Ha AnBaHe It’s on the couch

Biika 9 | (in a hurry) Ax! Mue véxorga. I'me Mo€ mans10? | (in a hurry) Ugh! I'min a hurry. Where is my
10 | TeI He BHAACT MOE HATBTO? coat? You didn’t happen to see my (over)coat?

JIéns 11 |Ilo-mMbéeMy, OHO IEKAT Ha THBAHE. I think it’s (Iying) on the couch.

Brika 12 | 3nece "Het. e ke oHO? No, (it’s) not here. Where the devil is it?

r. OHM nexar Ha cToné They’re on the table

Hama: |13 |(in a hurry) Ax! Mue Hékorga. ['me Mo koun? | (in a hurry) Ugh! I'min a hurry. Where are
" TpI He BHIEIa MOU KITIOUH? my keys? You didn’t happen to see my keys?

Anst 15 |llo-MOeMy, OHH JIeXKAT Ha CTOJIC. 1 think they re (Iying) on the table.

IMAma: 16 | Tam met. I'me sxe onn? No, (they're) not there. Where the devil are

they?
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CaoBapnb Vocabulary
1 |ax! (expresses dismay)
2 | poToammapar camera

TBI He BAE/a

you didn’t (happen to) see (Masc/Fem)

3 | mo-MOemMy I think; in my opinion (don’t leave out the hyphen!)
TEKUT it is (Iying, in a flat position)
Ha on

KpoBatb (Fem)

Ha KPOBATH

bed (not to be confused with the French word for necktie)

on the bed

4 |3Ioech here
Ke (adds emphasis to preceding word; a good English equivalent is: ... the devil ...)
5 |BOAKa vodka
7 | XOITOMAIEHUK refrigerator
8 |Tam there
9 | mameTO overcoat
11 | TUBAH sofa; couch
13 | K04 key
KJTFOUH keys - plural (*note stress is on ending)
15 | TeXKAT they are (lying, in a flat position)
CTON table
Ha CTOIIé on the table (*note stress is on ending)
> > >
9.A Another Location Ending: - w

Ha kpoBaTtu (3)

Note that for the noun kpeBaTh bed instead of the expected location ending -e, the ending is -H: Ha KPOBATH.
(This only happens in Feminine nouns ending in -b.) We’ll examine this group of nouns in Lesson 12.
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9.b The Direct Object (A First Look)
Tbl He BUAEN Mot BOAKY? (6)

When the noun phrase Mmost B6aka is used as a direct object (of the verb BHgex see), the endings on both words
change from -{A} to -{U}: Mol BoaKy. This change occurs only with Feminine singular nouns. All the other
noun phrases, Moii poToanmapar (Masc sg), Moé maabTo (Neut sg) Mmont kit (pl) are the same whether they
are used as subject or direct object. We will discuss this in detail in Lesson 23.

9.B The Plural of Nouns (A First Look)
Kntoum (13)

Many plural nouns end in -{l} (zétu, pomutenu, xmoun). The spelling depends on the hardness/softness of the
preceding consonant or spelling rule. More on forming the plural in Lesson 15.

?

i Question: I don’t understand why the ‘W’ in on# is soft. Since the ‘W’ is hard in all the
singular pronouns oH, oHA, 0HO, shouldn’t the plural end in -BI?

Answer: You’re right. However, there are some historical reasons (which are not really
worth going into) why the form is onia. But we will see this unexpected
softening in a few more forms of the plural.

9. More on Gender and Pronouns

In Lessons 4 and 5 we saw that the 3™ person personal pronouns (oH /e, oH4 she, oHn they) are used to ‘replace’
proper nouns (i.e., people):

Masc: I'me Muma? OH B kiy6e. Where’s Misha? He’s at a club.
Fem: Jro Mos cectpd Hardama. OH4 Bpau. This is my sister Natasha. She’s a doctor.
Pl: I'ne sxuByT TBOW poauTeH? Where do your parents live?

A

v They live in Chicago.
Oun xuByT B Uukaro.

These same pronouns, plus the Neuter pronoun oH6, can also be used to replace things as well.

The choice of pronoun (oH, oH4, oHO, oHM) depends on the gender of the noun being replaced (which, as we’ve
explained, is determined by its ending'):

As you may have figured out, endings reflect the grammatical gender and number of the nouns. We’ll be explaining

%ender in full Vez soon.
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GENDER/ .
NUMBER PRONOUN FOR NOUNS ENDING IN:
O (a consonant), e.g., boToanmapar, Ki1y6, cIOBAPb, daii
Masc (sg) OH I'me poroanmapar? OH Ha KPOBATH.
{A}, e.g., BOJKa, cobaka, pororpadug
Fem (sg) OHA I'ne BOaKka? OHA B XOIOOMIBHUKE.
{O}, e.g., MaJIbTO, OKHO (window), cépane (heart), pyxné (rifle)
Neut (sg) OHO I'me Moé maner6? OHO Ha 1UBAHE.
A 4
Plural , {1}, e.g.’, KHIO‘I%, (I)OTO’aHHapaTB_’I
OHHU I'me mou xa1ounn? OHM Ha cTONE.
(all genders) A A

Note that when describing a thing, these pronouns must be translated into English differently than when

describing a person:

PERSON THING
oH = ‘he’ o :
, OHA =t
oHA = ‘she’ ,
OHO
oH# = ‘they’ (i.e., those people) oHU = ‘they’ (i.e., those things)

So, before you can translate oH, oH4, oHO, OHH, You need to know whether it is a person or a thing being referred
to. If someone asks you how to translate, e.g., oH4, your answer should be: ‘I need context. Is the pronoun

referring to a person or a thing?’

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER PLURAL
I'me Muma? I'me Bépa? 1o proper nouns _|I'me nétu? )
. >Tneon? . > T'ne ona? . > I'ne oHO? > T'ne onn?
I'me doToarmmapar? I'me BOaKA? I'me manpT6? I'ne xmroun?
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Answer the questions using the correct pronoun (you don’t even need to know the meaning of

the noun):
Example: I'me Mo kmrour? (JIeXKAT Ha CTONE) ] OHil nexcdm Ha cmoné.
I'ne Bana? (s Ilapioke) 0 On 6 Hapioice.

1. T'ne vamm xkoTEI? (JISKAT Ha CTOJNE) 2. TI'me Harama? (8 Kanudopaun)

3. T'me Kona? (B xmy6e) 4. T'me er6 BOjmka? (B XOIOIUIHLHUKE)

5. I'me Mo€ manpT6? (ISKAT HAa TUBAHE) 6. I'me mos cectpa? (B Poccrin)

7. T'ne e€ 6pat? (B pecTopaHe) 8. TI'me tBow pomnrenu? (B [letepOypre)

9. T'ne tBo# Myxk? (B MockBe) 10. I'me mo4 kuura (hook)? (JIeIKUT Ha CTONE)
11. T'ne moé miBo (beer)? (B XONOXAIBHUKE) 12. Tie Bépa? (8 Hero-Hopke)

13. T'ne Mot skyprAn? (JIXKAT HA KPOBATH) 14. I'me ux doroanmapaTel? (JIeKAT Ha KPOBATH)

Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example. Be sure to supply the correct
preposition and the correct form of the noun:

Example: I'me Mama? (IIpraHCTOH) ] Ona ¢ lIpuncmorne.

I'e Mo Kitoun? (cToi) 0 Onil na cmoné.
1. Tne Kara? (Heio-Hopk) 2. T'ne tBo# Myxk? (pecTopaH) 3. T'nme mou xkroun? (crom)
4. T'ne Boaka? (XOIOIAIHHUK) 5. D'ne mucemo6 (letter)? (nuBan) 6. I'ne ero6 6pat? (JIoHmOH)
7. T'ne e€ koT? (KpOBATH) 8. D'ne moit poroammapar? (cron) 9. I'me Bamm nétu? (Mocksa)

9.4 ‘Person’ and Verb Endings (A First Look)
KuB-E€T vs. nB-YT; nex-UT vs. nex-at

We previously saw different endings for different persons (singular vs. plural) in the Present Tense with the verb
live. The verb be (in a lying position) has different set of endings. Compare:

3" SINGULAR 3" PLURAL
live On/a xuBET Ou# KuBY T
be (lying) On/4/6 nexxAT Onri nexaT

Verbs change in the Present Tense for person (1%, 2™, 3") and number (singular, plural). We’ve seen instances of
almost every one in the dialogues, but we are not going to show the whole verbal paradigm just yet. For now, we
just want you to be aware that the verb /ive has different endings than be (in a lying position).
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Supply the correct form of the correct verb (as well as the correct preposition and Location

ending):
Example: Kata (bocTon) 0 Kdms scusém ¢ Bécmone
Kmount (cTom) 0 Karouu nestcam na cmoné.
1. Jlima (Pum Rome) 2. @oroanmapar (JUBAH) 3. Ero pomurenmn (Texac)
4. Mo# kmoun (KpOBATh) 5. Priba (fish) (X0T0DUTEHUK) 6. Hpa (Kanana)
[ManpT6 (TUBAH) 8. Kuarra (book) (cToi) 9. Hx aétu (Poccus)
10. ®oroammapatel (KpOBATH) 11. JIroma (bepmitn) 12. Mosi cecTpd (muBaH)
9.E Vowel Reduction

In Lessons 5 - 8, we learned about basic sounds in Russian and how they are represented in the spelling. But if
you’ve been listening carefully to the recordings, you’ve probably noticed that quite often the actual
pronunciation of a Russian word does not match its basic sounds. We will be spending the remainder of
Chapter 1 covering factors affecting Russian pronunciation.

In the presentation of the alphabet we mentioned that when a vowel is not stressed its pronunciation may be
‘reduced’. In examining the rules for vowel reduction, we will look at vowel letfers, rather than basic vowel
sounds. Therefore, for example, an unstressed letter ‘e’ that is actually basic {O} will be pronounced the same as
unstressed basic {E}: the ‘e’ in s;xena (which is {O}) is pronounced the same as the e in mecta (which is {E}).

The following is a fairly general description of vowel reduction; there are many more details about specific
vowels in specific positions that we will not cover right now.

We will use square brackets [] to indicate actual pronunciation (as opposed to basic sounds).

One final note: We realize there are a lot of details here, and we don’t expect you to memorize all of them. The
goal is to be aware of vowel reduction, and to eventually make it an automatic part of your Russian speech.

9.E.1 Unstressed letters ‘a’ and ‘o’

1) In word-initial position or in the syllable immediately preceding the stressed syllable these letters are
pronounced [a] as in father. In these positions the letter ‘a’ has more or less the same sound as it does in
stressed position, though it is shorter and not as articulated.

@ Where ‘a’ and ‘o’ reduce to [a]:
1°' LETTER 1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS
OTeI sounds like [aTé1n] CJIOBAPH sounds like [cnaBaps |
AHTOH sounds like [aHTOH]| MaabTO sounds like [maabTO|
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2) Elsewhere (either more than one syllable before stress or after stress) ‘a’ and ‘o’ are pronounced as a “schwa”
[o], like the “a’ in sofa:

¢

Where ‘a’ and ‘0’ reduce to [3]:

> 1 SYLLABLE BEFORE STRESS

AFTER STRESS

IIOHUMAIO

0apabaH drum

sounds like [meHNMAO]

sounds like |6apabaH]

IUIOXO

CKa3aja

sounds like [mn6x8]

sounds like [ckazans|

Thus, the word xopomé has all possible pronunciations of the basic vowel {O}: [xepamid]

9.E.2 Unstressed letters ‘e’ and ‘s’

Note: Since the letter ‘a’ after permanently soft consonants ‘u’ and ‘wy’ is pronouned as if it were the letter ‘a’,
the following reduction rules apply to unstressed ua and wa as well.

Unstressed ‘e’ and ‘s’ both reduce to roughly the sound between [2] and [u]. At the end of the word the sound is
closer to [@], while elsewhere it’s closer to [u].

%

Where ‘e’ and ‘a’ (‘a’) reduce to ~[a]:

WORD-FINAL E AND A

MOpe sea

sounds like [MOp"8]

3manne building

sounds like [3maHHIAS |

KYXHS kitchen

sounds like [xyxH"8]

(hotorpadug

sounds like | paTarpadmuiis |

When ‘e’ or ‘a’ are word initial, don’t forget to pronounce a [ii] sound!

G

Where ‘e’ and ‘s’ (‘a’) reduce to [u]:

WORD-INITIAL (/1H/) ELSEWHERE
eé sounds like [HHIO] IeperyTall sounds like [mapuIyTi]
SI3BIK sounds like [AM3BIK | OTBSKUCH sounds like [aTBIKEICH ]|

Our experience shows that students often fail to reduce the letter ‘e’ to [1], most probably because it is already
rather close to that sound. If you want to sound like a Russian, don’t forget about the reduction of unstressed ‘e’.

? Recall from Lesson 7 that “x’ is an inherently hard consonant, therefore the soft-indicating vowel ‘u’ after it is

Eronounced as if it were a Hard—indicatin% vowel: [51].
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9.E.3 The other vowel letters (‘3° ‘b1’ ‘w’ ‘€’ ‘y’ ‘10’): No vowel reduction

The basic pronunciation of the other 6 vowel letters (‘3° ‘b’ ‘w’ ‘€’ ‘y” ‘10’) remains the same whether stressed or
not. We should note that when these letters are not stressed, they do tend to be pronounced less forcefully than
when under stress.

STRESSED UNSTRESSED
3T0 2JIEMEHT
KJIFOYH MIPUBET
TBI KPACHBBIH
Créma (no unstressed &)
MY THTITH BOJIKY
JIrona Karro

Summary of vowel reduction in Russian (for reference)

UNSTRESSED >1SYL.
sli)AUS;nC) LFY”?’P%%%S) WORD-INTTIAL BE%F%%ELQ?I%SS MRE%,Z%ETER WORD-FINAL
A 2 [a] [o]
{A} s (da, 1ma) [¥im ] [1] o]
{E} e [#in] [u]*
) ° [a] [o]
{O} |e(like e from {E}) [¥im ] [1] o]

*One detail we omitted: When unstressed word-final ‘e’ represents {E}, it gets reduced all the way to [u]. This

is rather subtle, and you probably will not hear the difference in any case.

Vowels that do not change their basic quality (but are shorter when unstressed)

{E} 5 no reduction
{ BI, U no reduction
{O} & (always stressed) no reduction
U y, 10 no reduction
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|

Again, we certainly do not expect you to memorize each and every one of these pronunciation rules. The key is to
be aware of vowel reduction, and also listen very carefully to your instructor and the speakers on the audio
recordings.

I ——
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Lesson 9 — Homework Umna

2 Exercise1 Write in the blanks the actual pronunciation of the underlined vowels.

Example: oHA ] /a/
tenedpon [ VI T

1. Xopomd 2. IéBATH

3. CcBIpO# (raw) 4. lletepOypr _
5. ywares 6. mamuth (fo spare)
7. er6 8. IyHA

9. ompn 10. néc

2 Exercise 2 Replace the nouns with pronouns (don’t touch phrases like Ha avBaHe, etc.):

Example: Moii 6pat Bpau. [ On spau.

1. T'ansg HapépHO I'EHMI.

2. Mou poayitenu KuByT B IleHCHIEBAHUH.

3. I'me Moé€ nuBo?

4. I'me bops xupér?

5. Moii ¢oToanmapar Ha TUBAHE.

6. Yro TBOA cecTpa ckazana?

7. JKanna Haxaika.

8. Jlnma maxan!
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9-# ypokK DomallHee 3agaHue

9. Mo# KII0YH Ha CTONIE

10. Mos BOAKA B XOJIOMWIBHUKE.

g Exercise 3  Replace the noun with the a pronoun as in the example
correct preposition:

Example: I'me Mama? (IIpriHCTOH) [] Ona ¢ [pincmone.
e Mon kimroun? (crom) [] Onti na cmoné.

1. T'ne tBo# poToanmapar? (KpoBATH)

. Be sure to supply the

2. T'ne BuHO wine? (cton)

3. T'ne xuuru books? (KpoBATH)

4. T'ne Tana? (Kammupopaus)

5. Tne eé pomuremu? (Tpénton)

6. I'nme JIéamn? (Mocksa)

&S Exercise 4 Fillin the blank with the correct form of the correct verb:

1. Mou pogurenn B Apu3oHe.
2. Mama HA TUBAHE.
3. Er6 wioun Ha CTOJIE.

4, Tne UX CBIH?

5. Tameto Ha KPOBATH.
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