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“I thought | was going to major in Chemistry”

71.A Stating your major
71.6 The Instrumental of ‘Being’

Ownanoru

MpammaTuka

ypox

A gymana, 4To MOéM cneuuanbHOCTbIO byaeT Xumus
I thought | was going to major in Chemistry

Mapuna |1 | Kem TbI X0TéN €TaTh, KOTAA THI YYUICS B What did you want to be(come) when you
2 | [IpurCTOHE? studied at Princeton?
CaaBa 3 | CHauana s xoTén craTh nHxeHépoM. Ho korna s First I wanted to be(come) an engineer. But
4 | ObUT Ha IEPBOM Kypce U mpocaymal Kypc Gpusuku, | when I was a freshman and took a physics
5 | s mepeaymain. A Thl KeM XOTéJa CTaTh? course, I changed my mind. And what did you
want to be(come)?
Maprna |6 |Koraa s 6bu14 Ha IépBOM Kypce, 51 XOTENa cTaTh When I was a freshman, I wanted to be(come) a
7 | Bpauom. S nymana, 94To MOEH CHEMHATBHOCTHIO doctor. I thought that my major would be
8 | Oymer x¥Mus. A OTOM sl IepeAyMBIBaIa pa3 chemistry. But then I changed my mind about
9 | nécarb. B koHIé KOHIOB S pelnia y4UThCS HA ten times. I finally decided to major in Political
10 | pakyasTére noauronoruu. [loTdm st nymana, uro | Science (Politics). I thought that I wanted to
11 | X04y cTaTh aJIBOKATOM, HO KOTA4 51 pabOTana B be(come) a lawyer, but when I was working at a
12 | IpecTXHOI aaBOKATCKOI ¢yipme B bOocTone, 1 | prestigious law firm in Boston, I met a lot of
13 | MO3HAKOMHJIACH CO MHOTUMU aJBOKATAMHU, M OHU | lawyers and they all seemed to me to be (a
14 | Bce MHE MOKA3AJIMCh TAKUMU 3aHyAaMu! bunch of) bores.
CaaBa 15 | Kak 310 «3anymamu»? Mosi xeHa aaBoKar! What do you mean ‘bores’? My wife’s a lawyer!

C.I10Bapb (Below we have included a list of majors and professions. You are not responsible for these,
though you should be able to talk about yourself.)

1 | cranoBi...cs // cram+ + INST

become (Note: Imperfective has -cs1; Perfective doesn’t!)

criennansHoCTh (F)

major; specialty (note hard-indicating a after another vowel — foreign borrowing)

B KOHIIE KOHIIOB

ends)

finally; at the very end; in the long run, in the final analysis (lit.: at the end of

X
y4li+...CsS HA

major in (See below)

(bakynbTéT (Ha)

department (in university); school of ... (See below)

aJIBOKaTcKas prupma

Guess

3HAKOMU+...Cs // T0- ¢(0) Kem

meet (for the first time); get acquainted with

Kasa+...cst // mo- + INST

seem to someone to be
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FpammaTtuka 71-1 ypok

71.A  Stating Your Major

Because the educational system in Russia differs rather dramatically from ours, it’s difficult to give an exact
translation for the phrase /'m majoring in... (Higher education in Russia in a nutshell: First we should say that
since the fall of Communism, the educational system has been changing rapidly. Many private colleges have
appeared, though the major state universities (singular yauBepeutéT) and institutes (singular mHETHTYT) are still
in place. The main difference between college in Russia and the U.S. is that in Russia you apply directly to a
specific department (pakyabTér) which itself may be divided into smaller areas of study (kagenpa). In some
cases, these pakyabTéTsnl correspond to an entire ‘school’ / ‘college’ (School of Engineering, Law School, etc.).

To ask about / state one’s major:
e Use the phrase y4i+...cq Ha +

1) daxyabTéTe (Prepositional) + Genitive of department name

Ha xakoM dakynbTére Thl YUHIIbCS? What'’s your major?

S yaych Ha hakynpTéTe aHTPOIOIOTHH. I'm an Anthropology major.

OH OyneT y4iTbcs Ha PaKyIbTETEe UCKYCCTBA. He’s going to be an Art major.
Mosi MaTh yunsachk Ha (hakyIbTéTe CPaBHUTEILHON My mother was a Comp Lit major.
JUTEpaTypHl.

Some department names consist of an adjective, which appears before pakyabTéTe, also in the Prepositional:

OHa y4uTCs Ha HHXKCHEPHOM (haKyIbTETE. She’s an Engineering major.

On#1 y4arcst Ha SKOHOMUYECKOM (haKyJIbTETE. They 're Econ majors.

For those departments that have an adjectival form, you can often form an abbreviation by taking the first part of
the department name and attach -¢ak. (See list below for abbreviated names. As you can see, not all departments
have an abbreviated form.) Yes, American students really like to say these.

On yuurcst Ha pusdaxke. He’s a Physics major.
Moii Opat cobupaercst yunTbes Ha Onodaxe. My brother plans on majoring in Biology.
A yuycs Ha xuMdaxe. I'm a Chem major.

e Just use the noun cnemuaasHOCTHL + Nominative

Kaxas y Tebs crienuanpbHOCTh? What'’s your major?

Mosi crielTUaTbHOCTh — CIIaBSIHCKHE S3BIKA U My major is Slavic Languages and Literatures.
JUuTepaTypa.

Eroé cienmanpHOCTH — aHTIIAHCKAS TUTEpATypa. He’s an English major.

Y Mamm crienuanbHOCTh — MOJTUTONIOTUS Masha’s a Politics (Political Science) major.

To talk about the future, put the phrase with cmemmansnocTs into the Instrumental (but keep the name of the
major in the Nominative — more on this below):
Moéii crienMaabHOCThIO OYAET acTpo(H3uKa. I’'m going to major in Astrophysics.

Eg€ crienuanbHOCTRIO OYIET HCTOPHSL. She’s going to be a History major.

I ———
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71-1 ypok

pammaTuka

MAJORS (NOTE THAT NOT ALL DEPARTMENTS ALLOW THE -cpak form)

Anthropology AHTPOIIOJIOTUS Geology TeOJIOTHsT; T€OJIOTUUCCKUI
(bakynbTeT; reodax
Art HCKYCCTBO German HEMEIKUE S3bIKU 1 JIUTepaTypa
Archeology apxeoorus History HACTOPHS, NCTOPHUYECKHIHA
(bakymeTeT; NCTPAK
Astrophysics actpodrzuka Mathematics MaTeMATHKA; MaTeMaTHIECKUN
(akynpTéT; MaThaK
Biology 61onorus; OMoNIOrnuecKui Music MY3bIKa; MY3bIKAJIbHBINA
¢daxynpTéT; bnodak (haxynpTeT
Ecology and Evolutionary | 3xonOrus v 3BONIONUOHHAS Near Eastern Studies ONMMKHEBOCTOUHBIN (PaKyIbTET
Biology 6uonorus
Molecular Biology MOJIEeKyJIsipHast OHONIOTHs Philosophy ¢bunocodus; punocopekuit
(daxynpTeT; hrndax
Chemistry XUMUS; XUMHUUECKUN Physics ¢du3uka; GU3NKUECKUI
(baxynbTeT; XuMdak (daxynbreT; hu3dak
Classics aHTUYHbIE 3bIKK U JuTepatypa | Politics / Political Science | nonuronorus
Comparative Literature CpaBHUTEJIbHAS JINTEPATYPa Psychology TICUXOJIOTHS
Computer Science BBIYUCIIATENFHAS TEXHAKA U Religion penurHs
MIPOrpaMMHAPOBAHHE
(madopMATHKA)
East Asian Studies BOCTOUHBIN (haKyITBTET Romance Languages POMAHCKHE SI3BIKUA U
JUTEepaTypa
Economics 9KOHOMUKA; SKOHOMHYECKHUN Slavic Languages CJIaBSIHCKHUE S3BIKHA U
($axynbTeT; IKOHOMPAK nuteparypa ©
Engineering WH)XEHEPHBIN (aKyIbTeT Sociology COIIMOJIOTHSI
English AHTJIMACKUH SI3BIK U
JIUTepaTypa
PROFESSIONS
Actress / Actor akTep / akTpHrca Journalist JKYpHAITUCT
Artist XYIOXKHHAK Lawyer a7BOKAT
Ballerina GaneprHa Mailman MOYTaIbOH
Banker OaHKHpP Mathematician MaTEMATHUK
Blue collar worker pabounii / -as Nurse (Female / Male) MezacecTpa / menOpar
Bookkeeper oyxrantep Physicist br3uk
Businessman O6u3HEeCMEH Pilot NETYNK
Chemist XUMHK Policeman MOJIUIEHCKUH
Computer Programmer MIPOTPAMMHUCT Politician TTOJTUTHK
Doctor Bpay / ZOKTOp Psychologist HICUXOJIOT
Driver (taxi / bus ) wodép (Takcy / aBTOOYyCa) Salesman / Saleswoman mpoaaBéll / MPoaaBIIALa
Editor penaxkTop Senator CEHATOP
Engineer HHXEHED Stock Broker Opokep
Hairdresser rapuKMaxep / -ma Tailor MOPTHOH
Housewife JIOMOXO035TiTKa Teacher (high school) YUUTENb / yUATEIbHUIIA
Insurance Agent CTpaxoBOH aréHT
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FpammaTtuka 71-1 ypok

gb Listen and repeat

1. Ha xakOm ¢akynbTéTe ThI YUUIIBCS? 2. S yuych Ha OGuodaxke.
3. Ha kakOm (akynprére yuriics TBoi Opat? 4. VYMa He npuIoKy, MoYeMy s PelIiil YIUThCS Ha
(hakynbTéTe acTpoPU3UKH.
5. Kakasa y te6s cienuanbHOCTh? 6. Mos ciennaNbHOCTh — aHTIIHHCKAs JINTepaTypa.
7. OH yunrcs Ha puzdake. 8. Moeii crienuanbHOCTRIO OyAeT Guinocodus.
Ha xakoM dakynbrére yyarcsi cAMble YMHBIE 10. Cambie yMHBIE CTYIEHTHI, KOHEYHO, yyaTcs Ha
CTYICHTHI? (hakynbTéTe CIaBSIHCKUX S3BIKOB U JIUTEPATYPHI

71.6  The Instrumental of “Being”

The Instrumental is often found in constructions that express existence — often where the verb be is either overt or
strongly implied. With some verbs the Instrumental is required, with others it depends on the meaning. First let’s
look at verbs that require the Instrumental. Any noun or adjective after these verbs will appear in the Instrumental.

CTaHOBW+...cR1 I CTaH+ Kem/vem become / be
Brika x0ueT craTh nmpodéccopom. Vika wants to be(come) a professor.
A crany npesunéaTom! I’'m going to be(come) president!
Korza oH ¢T4J1 TakiM JIEHUBBIM? When did he become so lazy?
Moii crapumii 6pat yuwics Ha Quidake, a moToM My brother majored in Philosophy and then
CTaJI BpayoM. became a doctor.
ror (UIBM CTAHOBUTCS CKYYHBIM. This film is getting (=becoming) boring.

Kem pa6oTaet Person (Nominative)?

You can also ask the question Kem padoéraer Person (Nominative)? What does PERSON work as? The answer is
normally just in the Nominative:

-- Kem paboraer TBo# o1éni? -- OH aaBOKAT. - What does your father do for a living? -- He’s a
lawyer.
-- Kem paboraer tBOs cectpa? -- OHA HHXKEHED. - What does your sister do for a living? -- She’s

an engineer.

@ Say who became / wants to become / will become what

S/ Bpau (will become) Huxkt6 / crpaxoBoii arénr (wants to become)

Past / uzsécrHas 6aneprina (became)

2

On / urxenép (became) 4. Ux matb / agBokat (wanted to become)
6. Bce / u3BécTHbIil (want to become)
8

Moii miammii Opat / 64eHs JieHnBkIi (became) Kto / nérunk? (will become)

A A

Ero crapmas cectpa / penakrop (became) 10. Tanuna Térs / akrprca (will become)
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71-1 ypok FpammaTtuka
|
X rd "
Ka3a+...cq [l no- komy yem/kem seem (to someone-Dative) to be (Instrumental)
Three Cases here: 1) Nominative — the thing or person that is being described — the subject of the sentence.
2) Dative — the person to whom the subject seems (to be a certain way)

3) Instrumental — the characterization of the subject of the sentence

(In this construction you can strongly sense the implied o be.)

OHM MHE K&XYTCsl CHOOAMU. They seem to me (to be) snobs.
Ona Tebe He KAXKeTCs CKYYHOH? Does she seem (to be) boring to you?
Bce agBOKATEI eMy KAXKYTCS TEHHUSIMU. To him all lawyers seem to be geniuses.

@ Say who seems (seemed) how to someone (Subject listed first). For past use Perfective.

Example: OH / 51/ TakO Haxan (present) = OH MHe KaXXeTCsl TaKUM Haxarom.

1. OH/ s/ xopOumii 4eToBEK (present) 2. DTOT agBOKAT / OHA / TAYNBIH (past)
3. Vuua/Bce/ 3aHynaa (past) 4. Mos noapyra / Thl / TAIAHTIINBAS TIEBUTIA?
(present)
5. Bce cryaéurs B [IpriacTone / Cepéxa / réHun 6. Bce atu ¢wizuku / oH / aypak (present)
(present)
7. Ona/wmel / nypa (Female nypak) (past) 8. E& mocnénumii GunbM / BBl / CKyuHBIH? (past)
9. Kypc pycckoro si3bIka / Bce CTyAEHTHI / TPYIHBIA 10. Bcé / Bapuk / nérkuit (present)
(present)
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FpammaTtuka 71-1 ypok

The Case on Nouns and Adjectives after the verb {6ya+ / 6bi+}:
MmeHUTenbHbIN vs. TBOPUTENbHbIN

We should first say that this is a really tricky question, one on which many dissertations and scholarly articles
have been written. Perhaps the biggest problem is that in some circumstances the use of Instrumental vs.
Nominative varies from speaker to speaker. We’ve witnessed a husband insisting the Instrumental should be used,
while the wife stands firm on Nominative. So, besides not wanting to break up any relationships, we hope to make
it clear that there are no easy answers to this question of grammar.

o Past Tense — 0b1;1/4/u with either Nominative or Instrumental
First note that proper nouns and pronouns always appear in the Nominative, regardless of word order. The other

noun phrase, which characterizes the subject, may appear in either the Intrumental or the Nominative — it really
X .
seems to vary from speaker to speaker. Of course, the verb OpF is used:

TAJAHTIUBBINA TUCATENHb Nom

TosmcTo6# OBUT OYECHD Tolstoy was a very talented writer

TAIAHTINBEIM [TUCATEIIEM [nstr

l1¢pBBIii 4enoBEK Nom B kOcMoce 6wt FOpuii ardpun

, , The first person in outer space was Yuri Gagarin.
TIepBBIM 4ETOBEKOM Instr firstp P &

0énubie Nom

Panpmie onvt OpLIH , They used to be poor.
OEMHBIMU [nstr

There are some finer distinctions that we will not get into this year. The key for now is for you to be able to
recognize this use of the Instrumental — and not be thrown off when you come across it in your readings.

e Present Tense — No Verb, Nominative Only

We saw this construction starting practically from the first lesson. No overt verb appears, and both phrases appear
in the Nominative. Normally a hyphen is used preceding a noun (phrase) — but not before a bare adjective.

ToncToit — Mol TIOOUMBIN IMHCATENb. Tolstoy is my favorite writer.

I'oBopsT, uTO HLIO-VI(')pK — OTMACHBIN TOPO/I. They say that New York is a dangerous city.
Mos TéTst — aIBOKAT. My aunt is a lawyer.

OH — nypax. He is a fool.

Ona ymHas. She’s smart.

OHH JICHUBBIE. They’re lazy.
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71-1 ypok pammaTuka

e Future Tense — 0yay/ 6yaeunb, etc. with Instrumental

The noun (or adjective) phrase following 6ya+ normally appears in the Instrumental (though Nominative is not
impossible). Again, keep proper nouns and pronouns in the Nominative, regardless of word order. This is often
equivalent to the verb cTaHOBH+...cs1 // CTAR+.

[To-mOemy, Miiiiia Oy ieT U3BECTHBIM aKTEPOM. [ think Misha will be(come) a famous actor.

Tl Oynemrs 6oraTbim! You will become rich.

[épBoii xénmmuoii Ha Jlyné 6yaer MoOHuKa Monica Lewinsky will be the first woman on the
JleBuHCKH. moon.

e Infinitive — ObITEL + Instrumental

After obITh the Instrumental is normally found on both nouns and adjectives:

OH x04eT ObIT OOTATHIM. He wants to be rich.

Bce XoTsT OBITh CYACTINBBIMH. Everyone wants to be happy.

[Touemy oHA XOYET OBITh )KEHOW TAaKOTO MPOTUBHOTO Why does she want to be the wife of such a
YyeaoBEeka? despicable man?

Korna s yurincs B [IpriHCTOHE, 5 XOTEN OBITH When I was at Princeton, I wanted to be a
MY3BIKAHTOM. musician.

e Imperative — Nouns in Instrumental; Adjectives Both

After the imperative 0yab/Te, nouns appear in the Instrumental, while adjectives vary. Long-form adjectives
appear in Instrumental, while short-from adjectives stay in Nominative. It turns out that short-form adjectives in
general can appear only in Nominative. (More on this later.)

Byab/te + Noun / Long-Form Adjective in Instrumental
Byap npyrom, nai Mae AECATh A0IapPOB. Be a friend and give me $10.

He Oyap TakiM JICHUBBIM, BEIHECH MYCOD! Don’t be so lazy. Take out the garbage!
Byab/te + Short-Form Adjective in Nominative

Bynp ocTopdkeH, mon MOKpbIii! Be carefil, the floor is wet.

Bynb 3n0poms/al Bynpre 3m0poOBHI! Gesundheit! (Be healthy!)
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FpammaTtuka 71-1 ypok

gb Translate into Russian. When more than one possibility exists, both versions will be given.

1. Nina is a talentless singer. 2. Don’t be such a jerk (Vera)!

3. Why do you want to be a professor? 4. My younger brother is going to be a famous
insurance agent cTpaxoBOii aréur.

5. Galya’s grandmother was a nurse. 6. JloctoéBckmii was a great BeJIUKHMIA writer.

7. Be careful in New York! 8. Russian was my favorite subject. (remember this
word?)

9. Stalin was not a kind person. 10. Who will be his next wife?
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_______________________________]
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71-1 ypok — [lomawiHee 3agaHue Nma
,gj YnpaxHéHue 1  Answer as honestly as you wish:

1. What is your major? (What do you intend to major in?)

2. What did (will) your sister (brother) major in?

3. What do you want to be (when you grow up)?

4. What does (did) your sister (brother) want to be?

5. Which people — majoring in what — do you envy / not envy?

6. Who (what kind of people) seems boring to you?

7. Whom would you like to meet?
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71-1 ypok domaluHee 3agaHue

25 YnpaxHéHne2 V OD:

No3HaKOMM+...CH

VERB TYPE CoNJ
PERFECTIVE FUTURE PAST
A OH
0H(4) OHA
OHHU OHHU
IMPER INF
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