
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

73-1 

Диалог
The Russian Textbook is clearer and funnier 

ГраммЌтика 
73.A Comparative Degree of Adjectives: Form 
73.Б Comparative Degree of Adjectives: Function 
73.В Comparative Degree of Adverbs 

 
УчЎбник рѓсского языкЌ яснЎе и смешнЎе     The Russian textbook is clearer and funnier 

 
НЌдя 1  

2 
Какђй курс тебЎ бђльше нрЌвится, рѓсский язѕк 
или фЏзика? 

Which course do you like more, Russian or 
Physics? 

Шѓра 3  
4  
5  
6  
7   

Какђй глѓпый вопрђс! ФЏзика, конЎчно, горЌздо 
интерЎснее. ПрофЎссор фЏзики - лѓчший 
преподавЌтель. ОнЌ горЌздо лѓчше читЌет 
лЎкции, чем наш чђкнутый профЎссор русского 
языка. Рѓсский горЌздо хѓже, чем фЏзика! 

What a stupid question!  Physics, of course, is 
much more interesting.  (My) Physics professor 
is a better teacher. She gives (reads) lectures 
much better than our wacko Russian professor. 
Russian is much worse than Physics. 

НЌдя 8  
9   

О чём ты говорЏшь?  Курс фЏзики скучнЎе, 
труднЎе и стђит дорђже, чем рѓсский. 

What are you talking about? The Physics 
course is more boring, more difficult, and cost 
more ( expensive) than Russian. 

Шѓра 10 Дорђже? Как іто «дорђже»? More expensive?  What do you mean ‘more 
expensive’? 

НЌдя 11 
12 
13 
14   

Да, учЎбник фЏзики стђит сто дЎсять дђлларов, а 
наш потрясЌющий учебник рѓсского языкЌ 
горЌздо дешЎвле. И учЎбник рѓсского яснЎе и 
смешнЎе. Рѓсский горЌздо лѓчше, чем фЏзика! 

Yeah, the Physics textbook costs $110, but our 
fantastic Russian textbook is much cheaper. 
And the Russian textbook is clearer and 
funnier.  Russian is much better than Physics. 

Шѓра  15 
16 

Ничегђ подђбного! ПрофЎссор фЏзики, вѕше, 
красЏвее, добрЎе, умнЎе и, нЌдо сказЌть, чЏще.  

Nothing of the kind!  The Physics professor is 
taller, better looking, kinder, smarter, and, I 
must say, cleaner. 

 
Словарь 
 
(We have not listed as separate vocabulary items most of the irregular comparative adjectives. You are responsible for 
learning them.) 
 

1 бђльше more (Comparative of мнђго.  See grammar explanation.) 

4 горЌздо much + comparative adjective 

5 преподавЌтель teacher; instructor (Can refer to a professor in terms of his/her ability as a 
teacher.) 

5 лѓчше better 

 чђкнутый kooky; nutty 

6 чем than 

7 хѓже worse 

15 смешнђй funny 

17 высђкий; вѕше tall; taller  (See grammatical explanation.) 
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73.A Comparative Adjectives: Forms (-ее, е) 
 
We previously saw the comparative degree of adjectives in the movie title: 
 

«Глѓпый и глупЎе»   “Dumb and Dumber” 
 
Forming Comparative Adjectives: -ее 
 
Тhe most common way to form the comparative of an adjective is with the unchanging ending -Ўe 
 
 

Regular Adjective 
(new, smart, stupid, etc.) 

Comparative Degree in -Ўе 
(newer, smarter, stupider, etc.) 

нђвый (нђвая, нђвое, нђвые) новЎе 

ѓмный умнЎе 

глѓпый глупЎе 

дђбрый добрЎе 

тяжёлый heavy тяжелЎе 

бЎдный беднЎе 
 
 
Stress in Comparative Adjectives (≤ 2 Syllables -Ўе;  ≥ 3 Syllables – on stem) 
 
Adjectives consisting of one or two syllables (almost) always have the comparative degree in stressed -Ўе. For 
adjectives in three or more syllables, normally the stress stays on the stem.  (Though notice that the stress moves 
to the end in тяжелЎе.  The rules for this are a bit complex.) 
 

интерЎсный интерЎснее 

симпатЏчный симпатЏчнее 

спокђйный спокђйнее 

ленЏвый ленЏвее 

протЏвный протЏвнее 
 
  Form the comparative degree of the following adjectives. First the regular adjective will be read, followed 
 by the comparative. 
 
1. бѕстрый 2. нђвый 3. интерЎсный 
4. скѓчный 5. дђбрый 6. талЌнтливый 
7. вкѓсный 8. холђдный end-stressed 9. ленЏвый 
10. стрЌнный 11. красЏвый 12. вЌжный 
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Irregular Comparative Degree Adjectives 
 
There are quite a few adjectives that have an irregular comparative degree. The final stem consonant (or 
consonants) mutates before a single e is added.  Note that the ending single e is never stressed. 
 

mutation Regular Adjective Comparative Degree  
with mutated consonant and 

unstressed -e 

т>ч богЌтый богЌче 

г>ж дорогђй дорђже 

д>ж молодђй молђже (млЌдше also exists) 

в>вл дешёвый  дешЎвле (ё > Ў – don’t ask why) 

ст>щ чЏстый чЏще 

к>ч грђмкий 
лёгкий 

грђмче 
лЎгче (ё>е) 

х>ш тЏхий тЏше 
 

Form the comparative.  First try to learn the forms (instead of just looking up at the chart) 
 
1. богЌтый 2. дешёвый 3. тЏхий 
4. молодђй 5. чЏстый 6. грђмкий 
7. дорогђй 8. лёгкий  
 
 
Even Stranger Comparative Adjectives 
 
Here are some other common comparative forms that don’t fit neatly anywhere: 
 

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree 
мЌленький мЎньше 

большђй бђльше 

стЌрый стЌрше 

высђкий вѕше (-ок- drops out and с>ш) 

*(нЏзкий) (нЏже) (-к- drops out and з>ж) 
 
*Not active vocabulary, but included for reference. 
 
As in English, the comparative degree of good and bad look nothing like the non-comparative form: 
 

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree 

хорђший лѓчше (лѓчший – see below) 

плохђй хѓже (худший – see below) 
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73.Б Comparative Adjectives: Function – Only in Predicate 
 
All of the comparative forms of adjectives presented above (except лѓчший and хѓдший) are found only in the 
predicate position, i.e., after the verb be (or verb with related meaning), in the Nominative Case. To express than 
use чем (always preceded by a comma).   
 

Её книгЌ интерЎснее, чем егђ. Her book is more interesting than his. 

Мој машЏна новЎе, чем твој. My car is newer than yours. 

ВЏкина кђмната чЏще, чем ВЎрина. Vika’s room is cleaner than Vera’s 

Стёпа глупЎе, чем мој собЌка. Styopa is stupider than my dog. 

РоссЏя бђльше, чем МЌльта. Russia is bigger than Malta. 

Мой дом мЎньше, чем егђ кѓхня. My house is smaller than his kitchen. 

Форд дешЎвле, чем МерседЎс. A Ford is cheaper than a Mercedes. 

ДЌша молђже, чем ЛЌра. Dasha is younger than Lara. 

ЛЌра стЌрше, чем ДЌша. Lara is older than Dasha. 
 
You can also find a prepositional phrase following чем: 
 

В Нью-Йђрке опЌснее, чем в ПрЏнстоне.  It’s more dangerous in NY than in Princeton. 

На урђке рѓсского скучнЎе, чем на урђке фЏзики. It’s more boring in Russian class than in Physics. 

На ѓлице холоднЎе, чем в дђме. It’s colder outside than in the house. 
 
Note that in the above three examples, the ‘original’ sentence would have contained a short-form adjective: В 
Нью-Йђкре ђчень опЌсно. The comparative of short-form adjectives is no different from that of long-form 
adjectives. 
 
 
 
 
The adverb горЌздо much can be used in comparative constructions: 
 

Егђ вторЌя женЌ горЌздо умнЎе, чем егђ бѕвшая 
женЌ. 

His second wife is much smarter than his ex-wife. 

ФеррЌри горЌздо дорђже, чем Бїик. A Ferrari is much more expensive than a Buick. 

Рѓсский горЌздо труднее, чем францѓзский. Russian is much harder than French.  (Not true!) 

ОнЌ горЌздо вѕше, чем кЌжется по телевЏзору. She is much taller than it seems on TV. 
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Make the comparisons 
 
1. МЏша / ѓмный / МЌша 2. МЌша / глѓпый / МЏша. 
3. КанЌда / мЌленький / РоссЏя 4. РоссЏя / большђй / КанЌда 
5. ПрЏнстон / дорогђй / Ратгерс 6. Ратгерс / дешёвый / Принстон 
7. ГЎра / стЌрый / НЏна 8. НЏна / молодђй / ГЎра 
9. Мој кђмната / чЏстый / столђвая 10. Столђвая / грјзный / мој кђмната. 
11. ЛЌра / дђбрый / мой сосЎд 12. Мой сосЎд / злой nasty / ЛЌра 
13. В Ђфрике / теплђ / в Миннесђте 14. В Миннесђте / хђлодно end-stressed / в Ђфрике 
 
 
Comparative Adjectives – Only after the verb be 
 
As we mentioned above, comparative adjectives are found only in the Nominative Case in predicate position. You 
cannot use these comparative forms in what is known as attributive position (which basically means before the 
noun).  In other words, we don’t yet know how to say things like Tolstoy is a more talented writer than Jackie 
Collins or I need a more reliable dishwasher, where more talented and more reliable are in attributive position. 
We’ll cover this very soon. 
 
 
Earlier in the course we had two comparative (and superlative) adjectives that can be used in attributive position: 
лѓчший better, best; хѓдший worse, worst.  (You simply need to use context to distinguish the comparative 
meaning better/worse from the superlative meaning best/worst.) These two words behave like regular adjectives, 
agreeing in CNG with the modified noun: 
 

СтЏвен Кинг лѓчший писЌтель на свЎте. Stephen King is the best writer on earth. 

Я хочѓ лѓчшую машЏну, чем егђ. I want a better car than his. 

МЏллер хѓдшее пЏво, чем Курс. Miller is a worse beer than Coors. 

Мы говорЏм о хѓдшем студЎнте в грѓппе. We’re talking about the worst student in the class. 
 

73.В Comparative Adverbs 
 
Form: Same as Comparative Adjectives 
 
Basically, the comparative degree of adverbs is equvialent to that of adjectives.  In the following examples, 
adjectives appear above adverbs: 
 

Паворђтти лѓчше, чеш Бэк-Стрит-Бойз. 
Паворђтти поёт лѓчше, чеш Бэк-Стрит-Бойз. 
 

Pavorotti is better than the Back Street Boys. 
Pavorotti sings better than the Back Street Boys. 

Мој машЏна быстрЎе, чем твој. 
МашЏна Ўхала быстрЎе, чем пђезд. 
 

My car is faster than yours. 
The car was  going faster than the train. 

Рэп-мѓзыка обѕчно грђмче, чем мѓзыка Мђцарта. 
ГЎра говорЏт грђмче, чем я. 
 

Rap music is usually louder than Mozart. 
Gera talks louder than I do. 
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Note the (almost) exclusively adverbial form чЌще more often (ст > щ, as expected): 
 

Он ей звонЏт чЌще, чем онЌ емѓ. 
 
В ітом семЎстре я хожѓ в библиотЎку чЌще, чем в 
прђшлом семЎстре. 

He calls her more often than she him. 
 
This semester I’ve been going to the library more 
often than last semester. 

 
Note the adverbial use of бђльше more and мЎньше less, which in some instances do not have a corresponding 
non-comparative adverb: 
 

Никтђ не занимЌется бђльше, чем я. 
(The non-comparative is мнђго) 

No one studies more than I do. 

Мне нрЌвится твој машЏна бђльше, чем её. 
(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this 
meaning of бђльше) 

I like your car more than hers. 

Он тепЎрь пьёт мЎньше, чем рЌньше. 
(The non-comparative is мЌло) 

He drinks less than (he did) before. 

Он лїбит тебј мЎньше, чем я. 
(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this 
meaning of мЎньше) 

He loves you less than I do. 

 
 
 

Translate 
 
1. I study less than Tanya. 2. Nina speaks Russian better than me. 
3. Which tie do you like more? 4. No one talks faster than my younger sister. 
5. Speak more quietly, please. 6. Speak more loudly, please. 
7. Марк Твен is the greatest American writer of all 

time. 
8. My bird is flying higher than yours. 

9. In Mathey (people) live more poorly than in Rocky. 10. Rita goes to a bar more often than Pasha. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Write five sentences with comparative adjectives and adverbs.  Use at least 
 two irregular comparatives: 

 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  Fill in the blanks using comparatives: 
 
1. ПрЏнстон  _____________________________________________________________________  ГЌрвард. 

2. РоссЏя  _____________________________________________________________________  АмЎрика. 

3. Толстђй  __________________________________________________________________  СтЏвен Кинг. 

4. Рѓсский язѕк _____________________________________________________________________  хЏмия. 

5. Билл Гейтс  _____________________________________________________________________  я. 

6. Я  ______________________________________________________________  мой сосЎд / мој сосЎдка. 

7. СобЌки  _____________________________________________________________________  котѕ. 

8. PC  _____________________________________________________________________  Макинтђш. 

9. СЌра  _____________________________________________________________________  МЏтя. 
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 УпражнЎние 3  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

 
1. Everything is more expensive in Princeton than in Trenton. 

2. Who’s taller, you or Shaq?  Believe it or not, Shaq is taller, - and richer. 

3. I want a better car. 

 
 


