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The Russian textbook is clearer and funnier

Hana |1 Kakoii kypc Te0¢ 00JIb111e HPABUTCS, PYCCKHUM A3BIK Which course do you like more, Russian or
2 | wim ¢pusuka’? Physics?
Iypa |3 | Kako6it roymerit Bopoc! @rsuka, KOHEUHO, TOPA3A0 | What a stupid question! Physics, of course, is
4 | uarepécuee. [Ipodéccop br3mKY - TydIITIit much more interesting. (My) Physics professor
5 | mpemoaaBaTeab. OHA TOPA3/0 JIYUIlle YUTACT is a better teacher. She gives (reads) lectures
6 | TEKIIMHU, YeM HaIll YOKHYTBII IpodEéccop pyccKoro | much better than our wacko Russian professor.
7 | s3bIKa. Pycckmii ropdsmo xyxke, geM rszuka! Russian is much worse than Physics.
Hans |8 | O uéwm 161 TOBOpHmB? Kypc ¢usuku ckydnée, What are you talking about? The Physics
9 | TpymHEE B CTOUT HOPOXKe, IeM PYCCKHIA. course is more boring, more difficult, and cost
more ( expensive) than Russian.
Hypa | 10 | Jopoxke? Kak 310 «mmopoxe»? More expensive? What do you mean ‘more
expensive’?
Hana 11 | Ja, yaéOHuK (hH3HKH CTOUT CTO AECATH AOIIIAPOB, a | Yeah, the Physics textbook costs $110, but our
12 | Ham NOTpsICArONIUI YIEeOHUK PYCCKOTO S3BIKA fantastic Russian textbook is much cheaper.
13 | ropasmo meménie. 1 yaéOHHUK pyccKOro sICHEE U And the Russian textbook is clearer and
14 | ememnée. Pycckwmii ropazno nydmie, yem puzuka! | funnier. Russian is much better than Physics.
Hlypa | 15 | Huuerd mopo6Horo! Ipodéccop pisuku, Briie, Nothing of the kind! The Physics professor is
16 | KpacuBee, 100Opée, yMHEE U, HAJIO CKA34Th, YHUIIIC. taller, better looking, kinder, smarter, and, I
must say, cleaner.
CnoBapb

(We have not listed as separate vocabulary items most of the irregular comparative adjectives. You are responsible for
learning them.)

1 | 06mbIIe more (Comparative of MHOT0. See grammar explanation.)
4 |Topazmo much + comparative adjective
5 | mperomaBaTenp teacher, instructor (Can refer to a professor in terms of his/her ability as a
teacher.)
5 | mydme better
YOKHYTHIT kooky, nutty
6 |ueMm than
7 | Xyxe worse
15 | CMEITHOH funny

17 | BBICOKHIA; BEITIIEC tall; taller (See grammatical explanation.)
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73.A Comparative Adjectives: Forms (-ee, e)

pammaTuka

We previously saw the comparative degree of adjectives in the movie title:

14
«Cnynwiit u rrynCE»

Forming Comparative Adjectives: -ee

The most common way to form the comparative of an adjective is with the unchanging ending -ée

Stress in Comparative Adjectives (< 2 Syllables -ée;

Adjectives consisting of one or two syllables (almost) always have the comparative degree in stressed -€ée. For
adjectives in three or more syllables, normally the stress stays on the stem. (Though notice that the stress moves

“Dumb and Dumb€CI™

Regular Adjective
(new, smart, stupid, etc.)

Comparative Degree in -ée
(newer, smarter, stupider, etc.)

HOBBIH (HOBas1, HOBOE, HOBBIC) HOBEC
YMHBIH yMHEE
TITYIBIN rirynée
IOOpEIi no0pee
TSOKETBIN heavy TsDKETée
O&mHBII Oennée

to the end in Taxenée. The rules for this are a bit complex.)

WHTEPECHBIN WHTEepECHEe
CHMIIaTUYHBIA CHMIIaTUYHEE
CIIOKOIHBIN CIIOKOIiHEE
JICHUBBIN JICHUBEE
MIPOTUBHBIN MIPOTUBHEE

73-1 ypok

> 3 Syllables — on stem)

Form the comparative degree of the following adjectives. First the regular adjective will be read, followed
by the comparative.

1. OBICTpBIiA 2. HOBBIU 3. WHTEpECHBIN
4. CKYyYHBIH 5. nmoOpsIit 6. TaJAHTIIUBBIN
7. BKYCHBIH 8. XomOnmHBIA end-stressed 9. JeHUBBII

10. cTpaHHBIH 11. xpacuBbIit 12. BaxHBII
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73-1 ypok FpammaTtuka
_____________________________]

Irregular Comparative Degree Adjectives

There are quite a few adjectives that have an irregular comparative degree. The final stem consonant (or
consonants) mutates before a single e is added. Note that the ending single e is never stressed.

mutation Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
with mutated consonant and
unstressed -e
™Y OOraTHIi boraue
r>x JIOpOTOit JIopOKe
O>X MOJIOOM MOJIOKe (MIAMIIE also exists)
B>BJl JIEIIEBBIIA nemésie (€ > € — don’t ask why)
cT>W YUCTBIH YHUIIE
K>4 TPOMKHIt rpoMUe
TETKUH nérye (E>e)

X>LU TAXUI THIIIE

% Form the comparative. First try to learn the forms (instead of just looking up at the chart)

1. Oorarerit 2. IEEBbIi 3. Taxuil
4. wmoxonodit 5. YHACTHIA 6. TPOMKWHIA
7. nmoporoi 8. nérxuit

Even Stranger Comparative Adjectives

Here are some other common comparative forms that don’t fit neatly anywhere:

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
MAJICHBKUH MEHBIIIE
00IBIION 06mpITIe
CTApBIH crapiie
BBICOKHUH BhITIIE (-0K- drops out and c¢>1r)
*(HA3BKUH ) (arxe) (-x- drops out and 3>xk)

*Not active vocabulary, but included for reference.

As in English, the comparative degree of good and bad look nothing like the non-comparative form:

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree
XOPOIIHiA nyyqire (JTydiimii — see below)
10X OH xXyxke (Xymammii — see below)
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FpammaTtuka 73-1 ypok

All of the comparative forms of adjectives presented above (except ayummii and xymammuii) are found only in the
predicate position, i.e., after the verb be (or verb with related meaning), in the Nominative Case. To express than
use ueM (always preceded by a comma).

E€ xuura uarepécuee, uem ero. Her book is more interesting than his.
Mos MaiHa HOBEE, Y€M TBOSI. My car is newer than yours.

Brixuna kOMHaTa uiie, yem Bépuna. Vika’s room is cleaner than Vera's
Crémna rirynée, ueM Mosi co0aka. Styopa is stupider than my dog.
Poccrs 66mbie, yem ManbTa. Russia is bigger than Malta.

Moii oM MEHBIIIE, YEM €r0 KYXHSI. My house is smaller than his kitchen.
®opn neménie, ueM Mepcenéc. A Ford is cheaper than a Mercedes.
Jamra monoxe, ueM Jlapa. Dasha is younger than Lara.

Jlapa ctape, uem Jlama. Lara is older than Dasha.

You can also find a prepositional phrase following uem:

B Hero-No6pke omacuee, uem B [IprHCTOHE. 1t’s more dangerous in NY than in Princeton.
Ha ypoxe pycckoro cky4ynée, yeM Ha ypOke (GHU3HKH. It’s more boring in Russian class than in Physics.
Ha ynune xonoaunée, 4ueM B g0Me. It’s colder outside than in the house.

Note that in the above three examples, the ‘original’ sentence would have contained a short-form adjective: B
He1o-Uokpe 6uens onacHo. The comparative of short-form adjectives is no different from that of long-form
adjectives.

The adverb ropasmo much can be used in comparative constructions:

Ero Bropas >xeHa ropasmo ymHée, yem erd OpIBIIast His second wife is much smarter than his ex-wife.
HKEHA.

Deppapu ropasao gopoxe, uem brouk. A Ferrari is much more expensive than a Buick.
Pycckuii ropazao tpynHee, 4eM QpaHITy3CKHUA. Russian is much harder than French. (Not true!)
On4 rop43mo BEIIIIE, YeM KAKETCS TI0 TEICBU30DY. She is much taller than it seems on TV.
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73-1 ypok FpammaTtuka

gb Make the comparisons

1. Muma / ymabli / Mama 2. Mama / rynerit / Mumma.

3. Kanana / manenpkuii / Poccus 4. Poccus / 6onpmodii / Kanana

5. IlpwincToH / moporoii / Patrepc 6. Patrepc / neméseiii / [TpuHCTOH

7. Tépa/ crapsiii / Hina 8. Huna / monondii / I'épa

9. Most kOMHATA / YACTBIH / CTOIOBAS 10. CronoBast / TpsI3HBIHA / MOSI KOMHATA.

11. Jlapa / noOpwIii / MoOit cocén 12. Moii cocén / 3moii nasty / Jlapa

13. B Adpuke / Temné / B MunnecoTe 14. B Munnecore / xonommo end-stressed | B Appuke

Comparative Adjectives — Only after the verb be

As we mentioned above, comparative adjectives are found only in the Nominative Case in predicate position. You
cannot use these comparative forms in what is known as attributive position (which basically means before the
noun). In other words, we don’t yet know how to say things like Tolstoy is a more talented writer than Jackie
Collins or I need a more reliable dishwasher, where more talented and more reliable are in attributive position.
We’ll cover this very soon.

Earlier in the course we had two comparative (and superlative) adjectives that can be used in attributive position:
ayummid better, best; xynmmii worse, worst. (You simply need to use context to distinguish the comparative
meaning better/worse from the superlative meaning best/worst.) These two words behave like regular adjectives,
agreeing in CNG with the modified noun:

Cruser Kunr ay4ymuii mucaTens Ha CBETE. Stephen King is the best writer on earth.

51 Xouy JAy4IIyI0 MaliiHy, 9eM ero. I want a better car than his.

Miutnep xyamee miBo, yem Kypc. Miller is a worse beer than Coors.

MBI TOBOPUM O XY/I1IIEM CTYAEHTE B TPYIIIIE. We 're talking about the worst student in the class.
73.B Comparative Adverbs

Form: Same as Comparative Adjectives

Basically, the comparative degree of adverbs is equvialent to that of adjectives. In the following examples,
adjectives appear above adverbs:

[TaBopOTTH Jy4LIe, et bak-Crput-boiis. Pavorotti is better than the Back Street Boys.
[TaBopOTTH TTOET MyuIe, ent bak-Ctput-boits. Pavorotti sings better than the Back Street Boys.
Most mammina ObICTpée, YeM TBOSL. My car is faster than yours.

MarmHa éxana oObicTpée, ueM oe3 . The car was going faster than the train.

Pan-my3pika 0OBI9HO TpOMYeE, UeM My3bika Mouapra.  Rap music is usually louder than Mozart.
I'épa roBopiT rpomMue, deM 5. Gera talks louder than I do.
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pammaTuka

73-1 ypok

Note the (almost) exclusively adverbial form uame more often (et > m, as expected):

OH eii 3BOHUT YAallle, YEM OHA eMY.

B 3ToM cemécTpe s X0y B OMOIHOTEKY YAllle, ueM B

MpOIIIOM ceMECTpe.

He calls her more often than she him.

This semester I’ve been going to the library more
often than last semester.

Note the adverbial use of 66sb1Ie more and Ménbue less, which in some instances do not have a corresponding

non-comparative adverb:

Huxkt6 He 3aHuMaeTcs 00Jb1Ie, YEM 1.
(The non-comparative is MHO20)

MHe HpaBUTCS TBOSI MalIHa 00JIbIIIe, YeM e€.

No one studies more than I do.

1 like your car more than hers.

(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this

meaning of 60vuie)

OH Tenéph MbET MEHBIIIE, YEM PAHBIIIE.
(The non-comparative is mdno)

OH 1I00UT TEOSI MEéHBILIE, YEM S.

He drinks less than (he did) before.

He loves you less than I do.

(There’s no obvious non-comparative adverb for this

meaning of ménvuie)

% Translate

I study less than Tanya.
Which tie do you like more?

Speak more quietly, please.

N hn W =

Mapk TseH is the greatest American writer of all
time.

9. In Mathey (people) live more poorly than in Rocky.

Nina speaks Russian better than me.
No one talks faster than my younger sister.

Speak more loudly, please.

© o B D

My bird is flying higher than yours.

10. Rita goes to a bar more often than Pasha.
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73-1 ypok

25 YnpaxHéHue 1

,gj YnpaxHéHue 2  Fill in the blanks using comparatives:

1.

OdomalwlHee 3agaHune

Write five sentences with comparative adjectives and adverbs. Use at least
two irregular comparatives:

[IpviHCTOH Iapeapm.
Poccust Awmépuxka.
Tonctoit Crusen Kumr.

Pycckwmit 381K XUMUSL.
bt Teiite o

)il MOM cocén / MOsl cocénka.
Cobaku KOTEI.

PC MaxuHTOII.
Cépa MurTsi.
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73-1 ypok — [lomawiHee 3agaHue Nma

2<  YnpaxHénue 3 [NepeBeauTe Ha PYCCKUIA:

1. Everything is more expensive in Princeton than in Trenton.

2. Who’s taller, you or Shaq? Believe it or not, Shaq is taller, - and richer.

3. I want a better car.
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