
 
  
   
    
     
 

 

76-1 

Диалог
Я на творЏтельнон падежЎ собЌку съел 

I’m an expert on the Instrumental Case 

ПовторЎние 
Review of Chapter 10 

(Урђки 70-75; РасскЌз, чЌсти 15-16) 

 
 

Я на творЏтельном падежЎ собЌку съел          I’m an expert on the Instrumental Case 
 
 1  

2 
(В клѓбе.  ИгрЌет грђмкая рок мѓзыка.  
СтудЎнты танцѓют, пьют пЏво и разговЌривают.)

(In a club.  Loud rock music is playing.  Students 
are dancing, drinking beer, and talking.) 

ЖЎня 3 СЎва, ты что здесь дЎлаешь? Seva, what are you doing here? 

СЎва 4  
5 

Пью дешёвое америкЌнское пЏво и слѓшаю 
ђчень срЎднюю рок мѓзыку. 

I’m drinking cheap American beer and listening 
to very mediocre rock music. 

ЖЎня 6  
7 

Нет, я не іто имЎл в видѓ.  Завтра ѓтром в пол-
девјтого у тебј контрђльная по рѓсскому! 

No, that’s not what I had in mind.  Tomorrow 
morning at 8:30 you have a Russian exam. 

СЎва 8  
9 

Контрђльная по рѓсскому.  Большђе дЎло! Љто 
мне раз плїнуть. 

A Russian exam.  Big deal! It’s a piece of cake for 
me. 

ЖЎня 10 
11 
12 
13 

Но МЏша сказЌл, что іта контрђльная бѓдет 
труднЎе и в два рЌза длиннЎе, чем предыдѓщая.  
В контрђльной бѓдут вопрђсы о творЏтельном 
падежЎ. 

But Misha said that this exam is going to harder 
and twice as long as the previous (one).  There 
are going to questions about the Instrumental 
Case on the exam. 

СЎва 14 Я на творЏтельном падежЎ собЌку съел! I’m an Instrumental Case guru.  (I know the 
Instrumental Case like the back of my hand.) 

 
 

6 имЎй+ в видѓ (Locative in -ѓ) have in mind   

8 большђе дЎло! big deal! 

9 іто + Dative раз плїнуть (Literally: That is like spitting one time for [Person])  It will be a piece a cake 
for [Person] 

11 предыдѓщий previous 

12 в контрђльной / на экзЌмене on the exam 

14 собЌку съЎл/а/и на + Prepositional (Literally: [Person] ate the dog on [Topic]) [Person] knows [Topic] inside 
out; [Person] is an expert at [Topic] 
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моЏм нђвы
м гЌлстуком 

вЌш
им послЎдним карандаш

ђм 
какЏм хорђш

им актёром 
ітим больш

Џм планетЌрием 
грјзны

м пђлом 

моемѓ нђвому гЌлстуку 
вЌш

ему послЎднему карандаш
ѓ 

какђму хорђш
ему актёру 

ітому больш
ђму планетЌрию

 
грјзному пђлу 

о моём нђвом гЌлстуке 
о вЌш

ем послЎднем карандаш
Ў 

о какђм хорђш
ем актёре 

об ітом больш
ђм планетЌрии 

на грјзном полѓ 

моегђ нђвого гЌлстука 
вЌш

его послЎднего карандаш
Ќ 

какђго хорђш
его актёра 

ітого больш
ђго пЌрня 

Anim
ate ‘borrows’ G

E
N

 
↓ ↑  

Inanim
ate ‘borrows’ N

O
M

 

мой нђвы
й гЌлстук 

ваш
 послЎдний карандЌш

 
какђй хорђш

ий актёр 
ітот больш

ђй пЌрень 

-{I}й / -ђй   -∅
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SC
U

L
IN

E
 

моЏм нђвы
м письмђм 

вЌш
им послЎдним полотЎнцем 

какЏм хорђш
им здЌнием 

ітЏм больш
Џм мЎстом 

-{I}м
      -{O

}м
 

моемѓ нђвому письмѓ 
вЌш

ему послЎднему полотЎнцу 
какђму хорђш

ему здЌнию
 

ітому больш
ђму мЎсту 

-{O
}м
у      -{U

} 

о моём нђвом письмЎ 
о вЌш

ем послЎднем полотЎнце 
в какђм хорђш

ем здЌнии 
об ітом больш

ђм мЎсте 

-{O
}м

     -е (-ий; -ие 
 -ии)  (ѓ) 

моегђ нђвого письмЌ 
вЌш

его послЎднего полотЎнца 
какђго хорђш

его здЌния 
ітого больш

ђго мЎста 

-{О
}го      -{A

} 

↑ 
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моё нђвое письмђ  
вЌш

е послЎднее полотЎнце 
какђе хорђш

ее здЌние 
іто больш

ђе мЎсто 

{O
}е   -{O

} 
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R

 

-{O
}й    -е  

-{O
}й    -е  

моЎй нђвой маш
Џной / двЎрью

  
вЌш

ей послЎдней пЎсней 
какђй хорђш

ей фотогрЌфией 
ітой больш

ђй семьёй 
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}й   -{O
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моЎй нђвой маш
Џне / двЎри  
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какђй хорђш
ей фотогрЌфии 
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ђй дЎвуш

ки 
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-ии; -ь
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о моЎй нђвой маш
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ей фотогрЌфии 
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ђй дЎвуш
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-ии; -ь

-и) 

моЎй нђвой маш
Џны

 / двЎри  
вЌш

ей послЎдней пЎсни 
какђй хорђш

ей фотогрЌфии 
ітой больш

ђй дЎвуш
ки / мѕ

ш
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-{O
}й   -{I} 

мої
 нђвую

 маш
Џну / дверь  

вЌш
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ю
 пЎсню

 
какѓю

 хорђш
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 фотогрЌфию
 

іту больш
ѓю

 дЎвуш
ку / мы

ш
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-{U
}ю

   -{U
} / -ь 

мој нђвая маш
Џна / дверь  

вЌш
а послЎдняя пЎсня 

какЌя хорђш
ая фотогрЌфия 

іта больш
Ќя дЎвуш

ка / мы
ш
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-{A
}я   -{A

} / -ь 
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E
 

моЏми нђвы
ми гЌлстуками / пЏсьмами  

вЌш
ими послЎдними пЎснями 

какЏми хорђш
ими актёрами / здЌниями 

ітими больш
Џми дЎвуш

ками / мыш
Ќми 

 -{I}м
и   -{A

}м
и 

моЏм нђвы
м гЌлстукам / пЏсьмам  

вЌш
им послЎдним пЎсням 

какЏм хорђш
им актёрам / здЌниям 

ітим больш
Џм дЎвуш

кам / мы
ш
Ќм 

 -{I}м
   -{A

}м
 

о моЏх нђвы
х гЌлстуках / пЏсьмах  

о вЌш
их послЎдних пЎснях 

о какЏх хорђш
их актёрах / здЌниях 

об ітих больш
Џх дЎвуш

ках / мы
ш
Ќх 

 -{I}х   -{A
}х 

моЏх нђвы
х гЌлстуков / пЏсем / маш

Џн  
вЌш

их послЎдних карандаш
Ўй / пЎсен 

какЏх хорђш
их актёров / здЌний 

ітих больш
Џх дЎвуш

ек / мы
ш
Ўй 

-{I}х   -{O
}в; -∅

; -ей 
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Nounjectives 

 
Nom / Acc (Direct Cases) = Noun endings 

Gen / Prep / Dat / Instr (Oblique Cases) = Adjective endings 
 
The one “exception” is for Masculine and Plural animate Accusative Nouns, which are syntactically Accusative, 
but formally Genitive: Я люблї твоегђ брЌта / Ты вЏдела моегђ слонЌ? 
 

 Masculine Neuter Feminine Plural 
ИменЏтельный твой / один´ (и) твоё / однђ твој / однЌ твоЏ / *однЏ 

ВинЏтельный Inanimate = Имен. 

Animate = Родит. 

= ИменЏтельный твої / однѓ Inanimate = Имен. 

Animate = Родит. 

РодЏтельный твоегђ / одногђ твоЏх / *однЏх 

Предлђжный о твоём / об однђм о твоЏх / об *однЏх

ДЌтельный твоемѓ / одномѓ твоЏм / *однЏм 

ТворЏтельный твоЏм / *однЏм 

твоЎй / однђй 

твоЏми / *однЏми 

 
*Unexpected softening 
 
 
 
 
 

More Uses of the Instrumental Case 
 

пошёл (пошлЌ, пошлЏ) кудЌ за чем  go somewhere for something (fetch) 
 
Колј пошёл в магазЏн за чёрной икрђй. Kolya went to the store for black caviar. 
НЏна пошлЌ в библиотЎку за какЏм-то журнЌлом. Nina went to the library for some journal. 

 
 
(не)довђлен (е) (довђльна, довђльны) чем/кем  (dis)satisfied with something/someone 
 
Мы бѕли ђчень довђльны обЎдом. We were very satisfied with dinner. 
ЛЌра ничЎм не довђльна. Lara isn’t satisfied with anything. 
ОнЏ чем-то недовђльны. They’re dissatisfied with something. 
Рђдители долвђльны детьмЏ. The parents are satisfied with their children. 
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Instrumenal of Being 
 
It is very difficult to give precise rules for when the Instrumental (as opposed to the Nominative) should be used 
in constructions implying some form of the Verb be.  Here are some guidelines: 
 

Required Optional Nominative Only 
станђви-...ся // стЌн become 
казЌ-...ся // по- seem (to be) 
Future бѓду, бѓдет, etc. 
Infinitive быть 
Imperative будь + LF Adj. 

Past Tense был/Ќ/о/и Present Tense of be (∅) 
Imperative будь + SF Adj 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressing One’s “Major” 
 

With the phrase:  учи×-...ся на (X-ом факультЎте / факультЎте [Genitive] / X-фЌке) 
 
На какђм факультЎте ты ѓчишься? What’s your major? 
Я учѓсь на экономЏческом факультЎте. I’m an Econ major. 
Он бѓдет учЏться на факультЎте искѓсства. He’s going to be an Art major. 
Мој мать учЏлась на физфЌке. My mother was a Physics major 

 
 
With the Noun:  специЌльность.  In the Past and Future, специЌльность goes into Instrumental 
 
КакЌя у тебј специЌльность? What’s your major? 
Егђ специЌльность – англЏйская литератѓра. He’s an English major. 

МоЎй специЌльностью бѓдет астрофЏзика. I’m going to major in Astrophysics. 

СЌшиной специЌльностью бѕло искѓсство. Sasha was an Art major. 
 



76-й урок ПовторЎние 10 (Урђки 70-75; РасскЌз, чЌсти 15-16)  

76-5 

 
Comparative Adjectives and Adverbs 

 
The regular comparative suffix is -ее (-Ўе for shorter Adjectives and Adverbs).  There are quite a number of 
comparative Adjectives and Adverbs with irregular forms; most end in unstressed -е preceded by a mutated 
consonant.  We’ll break it down into 3 groups: 
 

1) Regular Comparatives 
 

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree 

нђвый (нђвая, нђвое, нђвые) новЎе 

ѓмный умнЎе 

глѓпый глупЎе 
 
 

2) Comparative With Mutations (Somewhat Regular) 
 

mutation Regular Adjective Comparative Degree  
with mutated consonant and 

unstressed -e 

т>ч богЌтый богЌче 

г>ж дорогђй дорђже 

д>ж молодђй молђже (млЌдше also exists) 

в>вл дешёвый  дешЎвле (ё > Ў – don’t ask why) 

ст>щ чЏстый  
тђлстый 

чЏще 
тђлще 

к > ш 
(unexpected) 

тђнкий тђньше 

к>ч грђмкий 
лёгкий 

грђмче 
лЎгче (ё>е) 

х>ш тЏхий тЏше 
 
 

3) Bizarre Comparatives 
 

Regular Adjective Comparative Degree 
мЌленький мЎньше 

большђй бђльше 

стЌрый стЌрше 

высђкий вѕше (-ок- drops out and с>ш) 

*(нЏзкий) (нЏже) (-к- drops out and з>ж) 

хорђший лѓчше (лѓчший – see below) 

плохђй хѓже (худший – see below) 
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Use of Comparatives 
 

Comparative Adjectives may appear only in Predicate position (following the Noun and some form of be).  
Additional components include чем than and горЌздо much в # рЌз(а) # times, and на # by # 
 
 
Instead of чем + Nominative, you can also use a bare Genitive following the comparative 
 

Егђ женЌ горЌздо умнЎе, чем твој женЌ. His wife is much smarter than your wife is. 

ДЏмин гЌлстук в три рЌза дорђже, чем мой. Dima’s tie is three times as expensive as my tie. 

Я на пјть лет стЌрше брЌта. I’m five years older than my brother. 
 
Comparative Adjectives in Attributive position (before the Noun) take either бђлее more or мЎнее less, plus the 
regular Adjective in the appropriate case.  There are a few comparative Adjectives  that may be used without 
бђлее or мЎнее. 
 

Я хочѓ мЎнее дорогѓю машЏну. I want a less expensive car. 

Мы хотЏм бђлее чЏстого профЎссора. We want a cleaner professor. 

ОнЌ писЌла о мЎнее талЌнтливой певЏце. She wrote about a less talented singer. 

Я хочѓ лѓчшую машЏну, чем егђ. I want a better car than his. 

Мы говорЏм о хѓдшем студЎнте в грѓппе. We’re talking about the worst student in the class. 

 
For some Adjectives you can add the prefix по- and place the comparative following the Noun: 
 

Я хочѓ самовЌр подешЎвле. I want a cheaper (less expensive) samovar. 

Мне нрЌвятся пЌрни потђлще. I like guys who are little plumper. 

КупЏ мне полотЎнце подорђже. Buy me a more expensive towel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verbs of Asking 
 

спрЌшивай+ // спроси×+ когђ о чём/где, etc. = ask someone for information 
 
After the verb can appear: 

The person asked – in the Accusative. 
 

Я ужЎ спросЏл МЌшу. I already asked Masha. 

Надо всех спрЌшивать. (You) have to ask everyone. 
 
A phrase, beginning either with a question word, or a prepositional phrase. (The person asked may also appear.) 
 

МЏша менј спросЏл, где живёт ЛЎна. Misha asked me where Lena lives. 

РЌньше мој женЌ спрЌшивала, почемѓ мне всегдЌ 
хђлодно. 

My wife used to ask me why I was always cold. 
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76-7 

 
The actual question being asked – in quotes.  
 

— Всё в порјдке?, спросЏл МЏтя. “Is everything OK?” asked Mitya. 
 

{задай+´/задавЌй} // зад а×ть (комѓ) вопрђс = ask (someone) a question 
 
The direct object вопрђс is required. The person asked (in the Dative) is optional: 
 

ГЎра всегдЌ задаёт такЏе глѓпые вопрђсы. Gera always asks such stupid questions. 

Как ты мђжешь задавЌть мне такђй вопрђс? How can you ask me such a question? 
 

проси×+ // по- когђ + Infinitive = ask/request that someone do something 
 

Я тебј прошѓ здесь не курЏть. I’m asking you not to smoke. 

Я попросЏл сестрѓ помѕть посѓду, но она сказЌла 
«нет». 

I asked (my) sister to wash the dishes, but she said “No”. 

  
 

Telling Time 
 

The question What time is it? is either Скђлько врЎмени? or Котђрый час?  
 
:00 (on the hour) 
 
Just say the number of hours plus the correct form of час. For 1:00 just say час. 
 

СейчЌс два часЌ. It’s 2:00. 
СейчЌс шесть часђв. It’s 6:00. 
СейчЌс час. It’s 1:00. 

 
For all times except :00, Russian is always looking ahead to the upcoming hour. 
 
Between :01 and :30 
 

 # OF MINUTES PAST 
THE HOUR (EXCEPT 

:15, :30) 

PROPER 
FORM OF 
МИНУТА 

ORDINAL GEN OF 
UPCOMING HOUR 

12:05  пять минѓт  пЎрвого (lit.: of the 1st hour) 
1:10  дЎсять минѓт  вторђго 
3:22  двЌдцать два минѓты  четвёртого 
4:01  однЌ минѓта  пјтого 
2:18  восемнЌдцать минѓт  трЎтьего 

 
For :15 use either пятнЌдцать минѓт or чЎтверть quarter (without минѓт) 
 

6:15 
 пятнЌдцать 
 чЎтверть 

минѓт 
ХХХХХХХ 

 седьмђго 
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For :30 use половЏна or пол- (both without минѓт). You must include the dash:  
 

7:30  пол- / половЏна ХХХХХХХ восьмђго 

 

Between :31 and :59: без + GEN cardinal (minutes till) + NOM cardinal of upcoming hour 
 

 БЕЗ CARDINAL OF MINUTES 
REMAINING BEFORE HOUR, 

IN GEN 

NOMINATIVE CARDINAL 
OF UPCOMING HOUR (or 
час for 12:31-12:59) 

2:40 бeз  двадцатЏ (lit.: w/o 20)  три 
4:55 бeз  пятЏ  пять 
12:50 бeз  дeсятЏ  час (Note!!) 
1:35 без  двадцатЏ пятЏ  два 
6:47 бeз  тринЌдцати  семь 

 
Numbers ending in -ь behave like Fem nouns in -ь, so the Genitive ends in -и, usually stressed: без пятЏ, десятЏ, 
двадцатЏ. With these numbers you do not need any form of the word минѓта. 
 
*Note that if you have a compound number (i.e., a number consisting of more than one word), both parts decline, e.g. без 
двадцатЏ пятЏ: 
If the minutes remaining end in 1, you use the Gen of однЌ минѓта: без … однђй минѓты. (Here minute is required.) 
 

1:59 бeз  однђй минѓты  два 
 
For :45, you can use either бeз пятнЌдцати or бeз чЎтвeрти: 
 

5:45 бeз 
 пятнЌдцати 
 чЎтвeрти 

 шeсть 

 
 
Taking the easy way out: Hour + Minutes 
 
Some people simply give the hour followed by the number of minutes, no час or минѓт(а) anywhere: СейчЌс два 
двЌдцать, четѕре сђрок пять, час трЏдцать пять, семь пятьдесјт, etc. Though this is perfectly correct, you need to 
learn the other way of reporting the time. 
 

СейчЌс два дЎсять. It’s 2:10. 
СейчЌс чЌс пятнЌдцать. It’s 1:15. 
СейчЌс двенЌдцать пятьдесјт три It’s 12:53. 
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At a certain time 
 
The question is either Когда...? or Во скђлько...? 
 
From :00-:30: Use в + the regular way of stating the time (in the ACC): 
 

– КогдЌ он пришёл? - When (what time) did he arrive? 
+ Он пришёл в час. + He arrived at 1:00. 

– Во скђлько ВЎра ушлЌ? - What time did Vera leave? 
+ ОнЌ ушлЌ в дЎсять минѓт пјтого + She left at 4:10. 

 
With :30, use the PREP в половЏне (not ACC, which you might expect!). For пол- there’s nothing to change: 
 

Мы обѕчно обЎдаем в половЏне шестђго. We usually eat dinner at 5:30. 
ОнЌ встаёт в пол-пЎрвого. She gets up at 12:30. 

 
From :31-:59: Do NOT insert any extra preposition, use the без just as above: 
 

Мы ушлЏ без пятЏ шесть. We left at 5:55. 
ОнЌ вернѓлась домђй без однђй минѓты час. She got home at 15:59. 

 
 
Military and Official Time 
 
It is not uncommon (especially in published schedules) to see the 24-hour clock used: 
 

Пђезд ушёл в двЌдцать два часЌ. The train left at 10:00. 
ФЏльм начинЌется в девятнЌдцать часђв. The movie starts at 7:00 

 
 
 
 

Dates 
 
Asking / stating the date 
 
The normal question for asking today’s date is Какђе сегђдня числђ? What’s today’s date?  
 

Какђе сегђдня числђ? What’s today’s date? 
Какђе бѕло вчерЌ числђ? What was yesterday’s date? 
Какђе (бѓдет) зЌвтра числђ? What’s tomorrow’s date? 
Какђе бѕло числђ в прђшлую срЎду? What was the date last Wednesday? 

 
The answer is the day of the week (normally сегђдня) followed by the Neut Nom Sg of the ordinal. The month, which is 
optional (as in English), goes in the Gen: 
 

Сегђдня трЎтье (апрЎля). Today’s the 3rd (of April). 
ЗЌвтра бѓдет тринЌдцатое (декабрј). Tomorrow’s the 13th (of December). 
В пјтницу бѓдет восьмђе (февралј). Friday will be the 8th (of February). 
ВчерЌ бѕло тридцЌтое (иїня). Yesterday was the 30th (of June). 
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Expressing ON a date 
 
The question is either КогдЌ? or Какђго числЌ?, the Genitive of Какђе числђ: 
 

 КогдЌ 
 Какђго числЌ } ГЌля приЎхала? When 

On what date } did Galya arrive? 

 
The answer also contains the date in the Gen Sg. If the month is mentioned, it is also in the Gen: 
 

ОнЌ уЎхала пЎрвого (октябрј). She left on the 1st (of October). 
Я сдалЌ курсовѓю шестђго (мЌя). I turned in my JP on the 6th (of May). 

 
This applies not only to concrete actions, but also to “occasions”, where there doesn’t seem to be any specific action taking 
place. Here the verb be agrees with the occasion in Gender and Number: 
 

(У менј день рождЎния) двЌдцать трЎтьего Ќвгуста. (My birthday is) the 23rd of August. 
ЭкзЌмен был / бѓдет двЌдцать пЎрвого апрЎля. The exam was / will be on the 21st of April. 

 
 

More on the Genitive of Negation 
 
To say that someone / something is not (was not / will not be) somewhere: 
 

ВЎры нет дђма. Vera’s not home. 

Их там нет. They’re not there. 

Там никогђ нет. There’s no one there. 

Нет никакђй надЎжды. There’s no hope. 
 
Such sentences have no noun in the Nominative. Thus in the Past and Future a verb in the Neuter Singular is used (this is 
the default, there being no Nominative for the verb to agree with). Note that in the Past the stress shifts to the нЎ and away 
from the verb: 
 

ВчерЌ нЎ было концЎрта. There was no concert yesterday. 

Никогђ нЎ было на вечерЏнке. No one was at the party. 

Там не бѓдет никакЏх актёров. There won’t be any actors there. 
 
Not all negation requires Genitive. When you are not denying the existence of person or thing, you do not need to use the 
Genitive of Negation: 
 

Лёва не врач, он адвокЌт. Lyova’s not a doctor, he’s a lawyer. 

ФЏльм нЎ был ђчень интерЎсный. The film was not very interesting. 
 

Negated Direct Object 
 

Я пЏва не пил. I didn’t drink any beer. 

Он рѓсского (языкЌ) не знЌет. He doesn’t know Russian. 

Мы никакЏх фотогрЌфий не вЏдели.  We didn’t see any photographs. 
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Not every negated direct object must appear in the Genitive. As a rule of thumb, if the noun is very specific (often 
corresponding to the definite article the – as opposed to a/an – the indefinite article) the Accusative is kept: 
 

Никтђ не ел сѕр. No one ate the cheese. 

Я решЏл не дЎлать дђмашнюю рабђту 
сегђдня. 

I decided not to do my homework today. 

 
Also, if the object is in a case other than Accusative, you cannot use the Genitive of Negation – keep the original case: 
 

INST ОнЌ не интересѓется мѓзыкой. She’s not interested in music. 

DAT ПрофЎссор не помогЌет студЎнтам. The professor does not help the students. 

PREP Мы не дѓмаем о граммЌтике. We’re not thinking about grammar. 

GEN Он не боЏтся ЛЌры. He’s not afraid of Lara. 

In this last example, the Genitive is due to the verb бој+...ся, and not the negation.  
 

 
Свой vs. егђ/её/их vs. ∅ 

 
• Свой (One’s own) – Refers back to the subject of the clause 
 
              ГЌля, ЛЏза, etc. (not ВЎра) 
 
 

ВЎра поцеловЌла своегђ мѓжа 
Vera kissed her (own) husband ≠ ВЎра поцеловЌла её мѓжа 

Vera kissed her (not own) husband 
 
             Њра, ДЏма, etc. (not ВЌдик) 
 
 

ВЌдик говорЏл о своЎй женЎ 
Vadik was talking about his (own) wife ≠ ВЌдик говорЏл о егђ женЎ 

Vadik was talking about his (not own) wife 
 
Some more examples of свой in various CNG: 
 

ОнЏ чЌсто помогЌют своЏм сосЎдям. They often help their neighbors. 

Все говорЏли о своЏх дЎтях. Everyone was talking about their (own) 
kids. 

НЏна восхищЌется своЏм мѓжем. Nina adores her husband. 

Кто бы не хотЎл познакђмиться со своЎй 
прабЌбушкой? 

Who wouldn’t want to meet his/her (own) 
great-grandmother? 

 
With1st and 2nd person pronouns you can use either свой or the regular possessive pronouns (мої, твоЎму, нЌшем, вЌшими, 
etc.)  
 

‘REGULAR’ POSSESSIVE ≈ СВОЙ 
Я потерјл моЏ ключЏ. ≈ Я потерјл своЏ ключЏ. 

Ты говорЏшь о твоём профЎссоре? ≈ Ты говорЏшь о своём профЎссоре? 

Мы не завЏдуем нЌшим дЎтям. ≈ Мы не завЏдуем своЏм дЎтям. 

Вы довђльны вЌшими кѓрсами? ≈ Вы довђльны своЏми кѓрсами? 
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Generally, свой is more ‘neutral’, though it is certainly not wrong to use мой, твої, нЌшему, вЌшими, etc. 
 
Note that in Imperative constructions свой can be used even though no overt subject appears: 
 

ВозьмЏ своЏ (твоЏ) ключЏ. Take your keys. 

ДавЌй споём своЏ (нЌши) пЎсни! Let’s sing our songs. 
 
With rare exceptions (that we won’t discuss this year), свой does not appear in the Nominative Case.  In part this is because 
свой cannot appear on its own – it must refer back to a noun or pronoun (which itself is Nominative) in the same clause.  
 
• Optionality of possessive pronouns 
 
We saw early on that when it is clear from the context to whom something belongs, Russian often uses no possessive 
pronoun (as opposed to English, where one is required).  This is especially true when referring to body parts and family 
members, but you also find it with ‘regular’ nouns: 
 

ГоловЌ (у менј) болЏт. I have a headache. (My head hurts) 

ОнЌ взялЌ зонт и ушлЌ. She took her umbrella and left. 

Он изменЏл женЎ. He cheated on his wife. 
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 УпражнЎние 1   
 
1. + What's today's date?  (Give appropriate response) 

2. + What time is it? (Give appropriate response) 

3. + What time did you get up today? (Give appropriate response) 

4. My birthday is (give appropriate answer). 

5. This clock is about 5 minutes fast. 

6. + What's your major?  - I intend to major in History. 

7. No one is ever satisfied with anything.  (Think!) 

8. He asked me a very difficult question. 

9. My older brother, who is 3 years older than me, wants to become a famous doctor. 

10. Vera isn't home.  She went to the store for onions.  (Think about number on onions!) 
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11. Viktor, who is taller and richer than everyone, seems to us (to be) a genius. 

12. I want a smarter dog! 

13. No one was home. 

14. Dima is cheating on his wife, but his wife kissed her (≠ Dima) husband on the lips. 

15. Vera knows the Dative Case inside out. 

 
плїну+  spit    VERB TYPE _______   CONJ _______ 

PRES  я __________________________________ PAST  он __________________________________

он(Ќ) ______________________________________ онЌ ______________________________________

онЏ ______________________________________ онЏ ______________________________________

IMPER ___________________________________ INF ______________________________________
 

тряс´+  shake    VERB TYPE _______   CONJ _______ 
PRES  я __________________________________ PAST  он __________________________________

ты ______________________________________ онЌ ______________________________________

онЏ ______________________________________ онЏ ______________________________________

IMPER ___________________________________ INF ______________________________________
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Nouns 
Also see Lesson 71 for list of academic departments and 

professions. (You are not responsible for these, but you should be 
able to talk about yourself.) 

71 адвокЌтская фЏрма law firm 
S16 веснЌ spring 
70 вкѓс taste (related to Adjective вкѓсный) 
S16 водЌ  (ACC is вђду) water 
S16 «ВойнЌ и мир» War and Peace  
S15 Восьмђе мЌрта March 8th – International Women’s Day   
75 годовщЏна anniversary 
S16 гриб΄ mushroom 
S15 ЖЎнский день Women’s Day = March 8th  
74 килогрЌмм kilogram 
S15 мѓсор garbage 
72 могЏла 1) grave 

2) mum’s the word  
S16 могЏла grave 
S15 начЌло beginning 
S16 оригинЌл original 
S16 помЎстье estate 
S15 посѓда dishes  
S16 поЎздка trip (by vehicle) 
73 преподавЌтель teacher; instructor  
70 причЏна reason 
S15 прЌздник holiday 
S15 продѓкты groceries  
72 разговђр conversation 
S16 ромЌн novel 
74 сантимЎтр centimeter (1 inch = 2.54 centimeters) 
S16 смерть death 
71 специЌльность (F) major; specialty  
70 тарЎл/ка (о) plate 
S16 тЎма topic; theme; subject 
S16 Ћсная Полјна Yasnaya Polyana 
S15 цветѕ 

Singular is цветок´ (о) 
flowers  

 
Verbs 

74 вЎси+ weigh 
S15 вынос и×+ // вѕнес+ take out; carry out 
70 засмеј+...ся  burst out laughing 
71 знакђми+…ся // по- c(o) кем meet; get acquainted with 
71 каз а×+…ся // по- + INST seem to someone to be 
S16 купЌй+...ся // ис- swim  
S15 {мђй+ / мѕ+}// по- wash 
S16 придѓмывай+ // придѓмай+ think up; come up with  
S15 прос и×+ // по- request; ask someone to do 

something  
70 расскЌзывай+ // рассказ а×+…+ 

комѓ о чём/ком 
tell (someone about 
something/someone)  

S16 {сдай+´/сдавЌй+} // сд а×ть turn in; submit 
S16 собирЌй+ // {собер+΄/собра×+} gather; pick; collect  
S16 собирЌй+...ся //  

{собер+΄...ся /собра×+}+ Inf 
intend (to do something) 

71 станов и×+…ся // стЌн+ + INST become (Note: Imperfective 
has -ся; Perfective doesn’t!) 

S15 стирЌй+ // по- do the laundry 
S15 считЌй+ be of the opinion; think  
S15 убирЌй + // {убер+´/ убра×+} clean up; straighten up 
 уходи×+ / уйтЏ от когђ 

уйдѓ, уйдёт, уйдѓт 
ушёл. ушлЌ. ушлЏ 

leave a person 

71 уч и×+…ся на  major in 
75 чини×+ // по- fix; repair 

 

Adjectives & Adverbs 
See Lessons 73-74 for irregular comparatives 

73 бђльше more Comparative of мнђго 
S16 безѓмно incredibly (Lit.: without one’s mind) 
S15 бѕстрый fast 
73 высђкий; вѕше tall; taller 
73 высђкий; вѕше tall; taller 
73 горЌздо much + comparative adjective 
73 лѓчше better 
S15 междунарђдный international 
70 не/довђлен, -льна, -льны 

+ INST 
dis/satisfied (with)  

72 никакђй (not) any 
74 нЏзкий; нЏже low; shorter 
S16 однЌжды once; one time 
74 побђльше larger 
74 помЎньше smaller 
S15 послезЌвтра the day after tomorrow 
76 предыдѓщий previous 
S15 прЌвильный right; correct 
S16 простђй (SF Neut: 

прђсто) 
simple 

72 свой one’s own 
S16 скђро soon 
73 смешнђй funny 
S16 спокђйный peaceful; calm 
74 тђлстый, тђлще fat; thick, fatter; thicker 
74 тђнкий, тђньше thin; thinner 
74 тяжёлый heavy 
73 хѓже worse 
73 чђкнутый kooky; nutty 
S16 чудЎсный wonderful; marvelous 

 
Prepositions 

70 за + INST for (go to store for) 

S15 чЎрез + Accusative in; from now; hence; later  
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Expressions & Misc. 

 
76 большђе дЎло! big deal! 
 в # раз(а) + 

Comparative 
# times smarter, richer, etc. 

76 в контрђльной / на 
экзЌмене 

on the exam 

71 в концЎ концђв finally; at the very end; in the long run; in 
the final analysis (lit.: at the end of ends) 

S16 в середЏне + GEN 
 середЏна 

in the middle (of) 
 middle 

75 вы не скЌжете... you wouldn’t happen to know... 
76 имЎй+ в видѓ (Locative 

in -ѓ) 
have in mind   

76 іто + Dative раз 
плїнуть 

It will be a piece a cake for [Person] 

74 іто не касЌется + 
[Genitive] 

that’s none of [person’s] business; that 
does not concern [person] 

S16 к концѓ + GEN 
 конец´ (е) 

by the end of; toward the end of 
 end 

S16 какђе сегђдня числђ? What’s today’s date? 
75 котђрый час what time is it? 
S15 мнђгие many  
74 на # + Comparative by #  taller, shorter, older, etc.  
75 на днјх the other day; in a few days 
70 по однђй простђй 

причЏне 
for one simple reason 

 своЏми глазЌми 
 глаз  Genitive 
Plural глаз 

with one’s one eyes  
 eye 

75 скђлько врЎмени what time is it? 
76 собЌку съЎл/а/и на + 

Prepositional 
[Person] knows [Topic] inside out 

72 стоп! stop! 
S16 у менј нет слов I have no words; I’m speechless 
75 часѕ {отстай-´ / 

оставЌй-} на + # + 
минѓта (in correct 
CNG) 

watch/clock is (# minutes) slow 

75 часѕ спешЏ- на + # + 
минѓта (in correct 
CNG) 

watch/clock is (# minutes) fast 

73 чем than 
70 чуть не + Past Tense almost; nearly  

 
 


