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Диалоги
Бегѓ на урђк рѓсского языкЌ 
I’m running to Russian class. 

 

Грамматика 
77.A More Verbs of Motion 
77.Б Determined versus Non-Determined VoM 
77. В (Быть) похђж, -е, -а, -и  на кого/что to resemble; 

look like 

 Бегѓ на урђк рѓсского языкЌ      I'm running to Russian class 
 
КЌтя 1   МЏша, привЎт!  КудЌ ты бежЏшь?   Misha, hi.  Whither are you running?  What is it 

that you’re carrying? 

МЏша 2  
3 

Бeгѓ на урђк рѓсского языкЌ.  Мне нЎкогда.  
ПокЌ.   

I’m running to Russian class.  I’m in a hurry.  
See ya. 

КЌтя 4  
5 

ПосмторЏ на нЎбо.  Как ты дѓмаешь, кудЌ летјт 
іти птЏцы? 

Take a look at the sky.  Where do you think 
those birds are flying to? 

МЏша 6  
7 

Откѓда я знЌю? Я, что, на птЏцу похђж?  Мне 
нЎкогда.  Я боїсь опоздЌть на урђк.  ПокЌ. 

How should I know? Do I look like a bird or 
something? I’m in a hurry.  I’m afraid I’ll be 
late for class.  See ya. 

КЌтя 8  
9  
10 

Я тебЎ позвонї.  Мђжет быть, мы пообЎдаем 
сегђдня часђв в семь, а потђм мы мђжем ходЏть 
по гђроду. 

I’ll give you a call.  Maybe we can have dinner 
at around 7:00 and then we can take a walk 
around the city. 

МЏша 11 
12 

Ты забѕла, что ли?  КЌждый день в семь я 
плЌваю. 

Did you forget or something?  I swim every day 
at 7:00. 

 
 
Словарь 
 
We will separate Non-Determined from Determined Verbs (both Imperfective) with || (// separates the Perfective form) 
 

1 бЎгай+ || бежЌть // побежЌть run; hurry (Irreg. Present Tense – see below) 

4 нЎбо sky 

4 летЌй+ || летЎ+ // полетЎ+ fly 

4 птЏца bird 

6 быть похђж -а, -е, -и на + ACC resemble someone / something  

10 по + Dative (of location) (travel) around a place 

12 плЌвай+ || плыв+ × // поплыв+
× swim 
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77.A Three More Verbs of Motion Triplets 
 
Here are three other common Verbs of Motion: 
 

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE 

 Non-Determined Determined  

run бЎгай+ *бежЌть побежЌть 

swim плЌвай+ плыв+× поплыв+× 

fly летЌй+ летЎ+ полетЎ+ 
 

*This verb has a very strange Present Tense.  The ‘outside’ forms (я and онЏ) have 1st conjugation endings, based 
on the stem бег+´; all other forms have 2nd conjugation endings beginning with беж+´, as if this were a Жа-Жа 
stem бежЌ+, which, in fact, the Past and Infinitive are built on. 
 
 

Present Tense of бежЌть 
 

я  бегѓ 

ты  бежЏшь 

он/Ќ бежЏт 

мы бежЏм 

вы бежЏте 
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онЏ бегѓт 

 

1
s
t 

c
o
n
j
u
g
a
t
i
o
n 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



77-й урок Грамматика  

77-3 

77.Б Non-Determind (ходЏть) versus Determined (идтЏ) VoM 
 
Note: Everything that we say below excludes the single round trip meaning, which, as we saw in a previous lesson, uses verbs 
from practically all possible categories: ходЏл / Ўздил (there and back), пошлЌ / поЎхал (gone but not back), идёт / Ўдут 
(future trip), пойдѓ / поЎдем (future trip), пойтЏ / поЎхать (with positive statements), не хђчет идтЏ / не собирЌются 
Ўхать  (with negative statements). 
 
 
One fundamental difference between a single round trip and all the other usages of Verbs of Motion is that for all 
the other usages the relationship between the form and the meaning does not change based on the tense (or 
infinitive).  In other words, you can simply “switch” the tense on ходЏть from past to present to future to 
infinitive, and the type of motion described remains the same.  (As we saw in the previous lesson, that’s what 
makes expressing a single round trip so problematic.  The future of Он Ўздил в Лондон (Non-Determined) is not 
Он бѓдет Ўздить в Лђндон, it’s Он (по)Ўдет в Лђндон, (Determined) not to mention Он собирЌется поЎхать 
в Лђндон (Perfective).  Three different classes of Verbs of Motion are used for what seems to be the same action 
– a single round trip to London. 
 
 

“Determined” Verbs of Motion 
 

идтЏ / Ўхать / плыть / бежЌть / летЎть 
 

The most “user-friendly” way to translate “Determined” Verbs is: be heading, make one’s way. 
 
Let’s look at these in various tenses, though, as we said above, the meaning doesn’t change from tense to tense: 
 
 
Present Tense: Be heading / Make one’s way  идѓ / Ўду / плывёт / летјт / бежЏм 
 
The most common use of Determined Verbs is in the Present Tense.  Идѓ, Ўдешь, плывёт, летјт, бегѓт 
describe motion in progress, literally where the person (fish / bird) is heading / on their way to a specific 
destination: 
 

КудЌ ты идёшь?  (Meeting someone walking down 
the street) 

Where are you heading (headed)?  

КудЌ ты Ўдешь?  (Meeting someone on the train) Where are you heading (headed)? 

Он сейчЌс бежЏт в магазЏн.  He’s running to the store right now. 

ОнЏ Ўдут на пђезде в Сиітл. They're on their way to Seattle (by train). 

КакЌя-то большЌя птЏца летЏт прјмо ко мне! A big bird is flying straight at me (is heading 
straight toward me). 

ДЎти плывѓт к бЎрегу. The children are swimming toward the shore. 
 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. I’m on my way to New York. 2. He is swimming directly toward the shark акѓла 
3. Where is she running to? 4. We’re going to the concert. 
5. Where is that bird flying to? 6. I’m running to the library. 
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Past Tense: Was heading / Was making one’s way  шла/ Ўхал / плылЌ / летЎли / бежЌла 
 
Given the meaning be heading / on one’s way, in the Past Tense these Verbs must almost always be accompanied 
by some additional information.  In other words ВЌря шла домђй Varya was heading home / Varya was making 
her way home is not really a complete sentence; you need something else, either another Adverb, or an event that 
took place as she was heading home.  (Keep in mind that these “heading / making one’s way” Verbs are 
Imperfective.  They do not describe a completed action.)   
 
 
Here are some “complete” sentences with шёл / Ўхала / плѕли / летЎл / бежЌли, etc: 
 

Он шёл в библиотЎку, когдЌ началсј дождь. He was on his way to the library when it started to 
rain. 

Мы Ўхали из Петербѓрга в Москвѓ на пђезде. We made our way from Petersburg to Moscow by 
train.  (We took the train from Petersbug to 
Moscow.) 

КогдЌ мы летЎли в Лђндон, менј бѕло плђхо. As we were flying to London, I was feeling sick. 

ОнЌ мЎдленно плылЌ к бЎрегу. She slowly made her way (swimming) toward the 
shore. 

КогдЌ ГЎра бежЌл домђй, он встрЎтил ЛЎну. When Gera was heading home (running), he ran 
into Lena. 

 
ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

 
 
1. The bird slowly made its way toward the building. 2. I saw Vera when I was running to class. 
3. Their grandfather died on their way to Canada. 4. As Vera was walking home it started to rain. 
5. As we were swimming slowly to the shore (бЎрег) 

we saw a large fish. 
6. We got from Chicago to New York by car. 

 
 
 
 
Future: Will be heading / Will making one’s way        бѓду идтЏ / бѓдем Ўхать / бѓдешь летЎть 
 
Generally, the use of Determined Verbs in the Future is somewhat rare, though given what we have said, the 
meaning (as person will be heading / as person will be on their way) is predictable, as seen in the following 
example: 
 

ПозвонЏ мне из машЏны, когдЌ ты бѓдешь Ўхать 
ко мне. 

Call me from the car on your way over here. 

 
You could go a long time before you hear a Russian actually say бѓду идтЏ, but at least you know what it means. 
 
That’s it for “be heading / making one’s way” Verbs.  Now let’s look at the Non-Determined Verbs: ходЏть, 
Ўздить, бЎгать, плЌвать, летЌть. 
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“Non-Determined” Verbs of Motion 
 

ходЏть, Ўздить, бЎгать, плЌвать, летЌть 
 
Aside from a Past Tense single round trip, “Non-Dtermined” Verbs are used to describe three types of motion: 
 
 

1) Ability / General Characteristic  
 

Их сын ужЎ хђдит. Their son is already walking. 

ПочтЏ все птЏцы летЌют, крђме пингвЏнов, 
стрЌусов и кѓр. 

Almost all bird fly except penguins, ostriches, and 
chickens. 

Ты хорошђ плЌваешь? Are you a good swimmer? 

Мой дЎдушка всегдЌ ђчень бѕстро ходЏл. My grandfather would always walk very fast. 

Он бЎгает как жЎнщина. He runs like a girl. 
 
A closely related meaning is what we call the “Exercise” use of “Non-Determined” Verbs.  The important thing 
to note is that there is no sense at all of being headed anywhere; there’s no destination! 
 

Я бЎгаю кЌждое ѓтро. I run (jog) every morning. 

Я собирЌюсь плЌвать кЌждый день пђсле обЎда. I intend to swin every day after class. 

Мой дЎдушка хђдит по университЎту три рЌза в 
недЎлю. 

My grandfather walks around the campus three 
times a week. 

 
 

2) Repeated Round Trips (Attendance / Frequent a Place) 
 
Not to beat a dead horse, but notice once again that the meaning is the same for all three tenses. 
 

РЌньше моЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто Ўздили в 
Калифђрнию. 

My parents used to travel to California every 
summer. 

МоЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто Ўздят в Калифђрнию. My parents travel to California every summer 

МоЏ родЏтели кЌждое лЎто бѓдут Ўздить в 
Калифђрнию. 

My parents will travel to California every summer 

Он хђдит в бар кЌждый день пђсле рабђты. He goes to a bar every day after work. 

Мой блЏзкий друг переЎхал в КанзЌс, и тепЎрь я 
бѓду чЌсто Ўздить тудЌ к немѓ. 

My close friend moved to Kansas, and now I’ll be 
going there to visit him often. 

Мы кЌждый год летЌем в БразЏлию. We fly to Brazil every year. 

Я обещЌл родЏтелям, что бѓду ходЏть на все 
занјтия. 

I promised my parents that I would attend all my 
classes. 

Ѓсли бы я жилЌ в Нью-Йђрке, я бы без концЌ 
ходЏла во все музЎи. 

If I lived in NY, I would go to all the museums all 
the time. 

Ты не знЌешь, в какђй клуб онЏ хђдят? Would you happen to know which club they 
frequent? 
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3) “Touring a Place” – With по + Dative 

 
The Preposition по is used with the Dative in the sense of travelling around a place, touring a place.  The key to 
understanding this usage is that, though a place name may be mentioned, there is no notion of destination. 
 

ЛЎтом онЌ бѓдет Ўздить по Еврђпе. She’s going to drive around Europe this summer. 

ДЎти чЌсто бЎгают в пЌрке. The children often run around in the park. 

Мы часЌ два ходЏли по гђроду. We walked around the city for around two hours. 

ПрезидЎнт летЌет по всем стрЌнам в Ђзии. The president is flying to all the countries in Asia 
(from country to country). 

Он часЌми плЌвал в океЌне. He swam in the ocean for hours on end. 
 

ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 
 
1. Borya swims (not drinks!) like a fish. 2. The children ran around the room. 
3. We go to Moscow twice a year. 4. I will go to Paris every summer. 
5. I run 10 kilometers every morning. 6. I am going to travel around Russia in the summer. 
7. We went to all of Bashmet’s БашмЎт concerts. 8. I am going to swim in the river every day.  
9. Birds fly; fish swim. 10. We used to go to a Chinese restaurant every Friday. 
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77.В (Быть) похђж, -а, -е, -и на когђ/что  to resemble; look like 
 
To say that someone/something looks like someone/something, use the short-form adjective похђж -а, -е, -и на + 
ACC. In the Past Tense don’t forget the verb be. In theory, the verb be could appear in the Future, but it’s not very 
common. 
 

Говорјт, что я похђж на отцЌ. They say that I look like my father. 

ОнЌ ђчень похђжа на сестрѓ. She looks a lot like (her) sister. 

Егђ сёстры ђчень похђжи друг на дрѓга. His sisters greatly resemble each other. 

Лђндон похђж на ПрЏнстон. London resembles Princeton. 

Он ни на когђ не похђж. He doesn’t look like anyone. 

Мой дЎдушка был похђж на Джђрджа ВЌшингтона. My grandfather looked like George Washington. 

Мој тётя былЌ похђжа на однѓ анлгЏйскую  
актрЏсу. 

My aunt looked like an English actress. 

 
  Say what the person/thing resembles (resembled) : 
 
1. Ты (ВЌдик) //  мой брат 2. Ђня // ВЎра past 
3. МЏша // сосЎд (This is what Russians say to mean ‘He 

looks like the milkman.’) 
4. Я (НЏна) // мать 

5. Мој мать // никтђ 6. ПрЏнстон // МосквЌ 
7. Ты (Марк) // мой кот 8. Их сын // мой дЎдушка 
9. ОнЌ // ты 10. Он // вы 
11. Мой дЎдушка // АврЌам Лђнкольн past 12. Никтђ // я 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Say who three people look like, including yourself.  
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 
 УпражнЎние 2  Select the correct Verb of Motion  

1. КудЌ ты сейчЌс [ идёшь / хђдишь ]? 

2. КудЌ вы [ Ўздили / ходЏли ] лЎтом? 

3. ЛЏза [ плЌвает / плывёт ] как рѕба. 

4. Мы весь день [ идём / бѓдем ходЏть ] по гђроду. 

5. ЛЎтом ПЌша [ бѓдет Ўхать / Ўздит ] в Лђндон. 

6. КогдЌ онЏ [ идѓт / бѓдут идтЏ ] на концЎрт? 

7. ВЎра [ бежЏт / бЎгает ] три рЌза в недЎлю. 

8. КогдЌ НЏна [ ходЏла / шла ] домђй, началсј снег. 

9. Мы [ бѓдем ходЏть / бѓдем идтЏ ] на все концЎрты. 

10. РЌньше ДЏма [ Ўхал / Ўздил ] в МонтЌну кЌждое лЎто. 

11. ПозвонЏ мне из машЏны когдЌ ты [ бѓдешь Ўхать / бѓдешь Ўздить ] в Нью-Йорк. 

12. МЏша сейчас [ идёт / хђдит ] в шкђлу.  (The Adverb сейчЌс here means right now, as we speak.) 

13. Я хочѓ [ поЎхать / Ўздить ] тудЌ кЌждый год. 

14. Мы хотЏм [ поЎхать / Ўздить ] в ИтЌлию. 

15. Ты не знЌешь, когдЌ он [ шёл / пошёл ] в библиотЎку? 

16. Их дочЎри тђлько четѕре мЎсяца.  ОнЌ ещё не [ хђдит / идёт ]. 
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17. В суббђту мы [ идём / Ўдем ] на дЌчу. 

18. КогдЌ он [ шёл / пошёл ] в библиотЎку? 

19. Ты опјть [ идёшь / хђдишь ] на ітот фЏльм?! 

20. КогдЌ он [ Ўздил / Ўхал ] в АтлЌнту? 

  
 УпражнЎние 3  Supply a Verb of Motion that makes sense 

 

1. КудЌ ________________________________________ іти птЏцы? 

2. Мы весь день ___________________________________________________ по гђроду. 

3. РЌньше МЌша чЌсто  _____________________________________________________ на концЎрты. 

4. МЌша сегђдня ___________________________________________________ на концЎрт. 

5. КогдЌ мы _____________________________________________ домђй, мы встрЎтили МЌшу. 

 
 


