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Lessgh felve

Dialogues:

Grammar:

A: “Whose book is this?”; B: “Whose
horse is this?”; B: “Whose pencil is
this?”; I': “Whose beer is this?”
The anatomy of nouns and possessives:
Stem + Ending
Gender of nouns ending in -b
Wimpy possessives and bossy nouns
Yen, ybé, 4yba whose
Forming possessives from first names
in -{A}

JInanoru
From now on we will bold new vocabulary as it is introduced in the dialogues
A. Ubsa 3TO KHUra? Whose book is this?
(I'dana takes a book)

Mima: |1 |Yro Tbl génaemnb? JTo MOA KHIra. What are you doing? That’s my book.
I'ans: 2 | O 4ém 11 ToBOPHIBL? OHA MOSL. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Muama: |3 |Mawma, ubs 310 kaura? Mos wiau [anuna? Mom, whose book is this? Mine or Galya’s?
Méma: |4 |He TBoA 1 He Tdnmna. J10 MOSsi KHUATA! 1It’s not yours and it’s not Galya’s. It’s my

book!
b. Yba 310 ndwanb? Whose horse is this?

(JIéwa takes a horse outside a saloon)

Kars: 5 | Yro Tl némaems? D10 MOS JAGWALD. What are you doing? That’s my horse.
JIéma: 6 | O uém TBI TOBOpHIIE? OHA MOSI. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Kars: 7 | Ilama, 9bs 310 nOmMans? Mos vm JI€mmua? Dad, whose horse is this? Mine or Lyosha’s?
Mana: 8 | He TBoA 1 He JlémmHa. ITo MOA JIOwWIAE! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Lyosha’s. It’s my

horse!
B. Yen 31O KapaHpaw? Whose pencil is this?

(Luma takes a pencil)

Kénsn: 9 | Yro Tl némaems? 1o MO KapaHIAILL. What are you doing? That’s my pencil.
Jama: 10 | O uém TbI TOBOpUIIL? OH MOH. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Kéns: 11 | Mawma, ueit 3o kapanmam? Moii vim JuMun? Mom, whose pencil is this? Mine or Dima’s?
Mama: 12 | He TBOI 1 He JIAMHH. 10 MO kapanjaani! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Dima’s. It’s my

pencil!
r. Ybé 310 NMBO? Whose beer is this?

(Cons starts drinking a beer)

bops: 13 | Yro Tl génaeus? 1o MOE MABO. What are you doing? That’s my beer.
Comns: 14 | O ué™m TBI roBOpUITE? OHO MOE. What are you talking about? It’s mine.
Bops: 15 |I1ama, ubé 310 mrBo. Moé nau COHUHO? Dad, whose beer is this? Mine or Sonya’s?
Mana: 16 | He TB0E 1t He COHMHO. ITO MOE IHBO! 1t’s not yours and it’s not Sonya’s. It’s my beer!
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CaoBapnb

1 | nénaemp do/make; are doing/making (Te-form)

1 |xkn#ATa book

2 | 0 €M THI TOBOPHUIITH? what are you talking about?

3 | geli+ (€): geil, b€, Ubs whose (M, F, N) (We’ll explain what the (¢) means in an upcoming lesson.)
3 | wam or

5 | nomane horse (F)

9 | KapaHmAII pencil

13 | TABO beer

Other Nouns:
@ Listen and repeat:

Masculine Neuter Feminine Feminine in -b
XKypHAT magazine MBLIO soap raszéra newspaper MBIIIIb mouse
CIIOBAPS dictionary ne4yéHne cookie cndnbHs bedroom nBeps door
pyxsé rifle
r o e

12.A The Anatomy of Nouns and Possessives: STEM + ENDING

Every noun and possessive in Russian consists of a stem (which must end in a consonant, C) + an ending (which
must begin in a vowel, V). Some nouns and possessives have a zero ending (-&), i.e. consist of just a stem — and
therefore end in a consonant.

There are exactly three possible endings for singular nouns and possessives: -&, -{A}, -{O}'. The various
spellings of the ending (‘C” or C»’; ‘a’or ‘a’; ‘o’or ‘€’ or ‘e’) depend on: 1) the quality (hard or soft) of the final
consonant of the stem; 2) stress (for ‘0’ vs. ‘é’, as well as ‘€’ vs. ‘e”); 3) spelling rules (covered in Lesson 7)

As we’ve already discussed, Russian nouns and possessives (and adjectives — next lesson) are marked for gender
(and number — also next lesson). There are three genders in Russian: masculine, feminine, and neuter, which you
can usually determine based on the ending of the noun. The only nouns whose gender you can’t tell for sure are
those that end in b. Still, there are some clues even for these nouns, which we’ll discuss later.

Gender of Nouns (Singular Only)
Masculine Feminine Neuter
& (Consonant or b) {A} or b {0}
KypPHAT cecTpa MTABO
CIIOBAPH CHAJIBHS PYXbé
JI0IIAaab IeYEHbE

' When you see a noun or possessive that ends in -e, what you really have is the ending {O}, leaving aside forms like mépxe,

which imBart a different meanin% :location).
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Grammar Lesson 12

Examples of Stem + Ending

Nouns:
GENDER STEM ENDING — FULL WORD
(MUSTEND IN C) (MUST BEGIN IN V)
MASC Opar+ o opar
CJIOBAp*+ CJIOBApb
NEUT MTAB+ ITABO
MOp©+ MOpe
y -{O} o .
PYXbI+ PYXKBE (1{O} is spelled e/é)
30AHMI+ 3IAHUE (1i{O} is spelled /)
FEM KHUT+ KHHTa
CIAJIBH + -{A} CITATBHS
noman + - (b) nomanb
Possessives share the same endings as nouns (so far):
Possessives:
GENDER STEM + ENDING — FULL WORD
(MUST END IN C) (MUST BEGIN IN V)
MASC - MOH
o HaIl
+ ,
FEM MoHu (A} MOS (1i{A} is spelled 5)
, HAIa
Hallr+ MO& (ii{O} is spelled /)
_ 1u{ 0} is spelled e/é
NEUT {0} HAIIE (5i{O} is spelled e/é)
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12.6 The Gender of Nouns Ending in -b

How can you determine the gender of a noun ending in -b? Two answers: Sometimes you can tell, sometimes
you can’t.

ALWAYS MASCULINE ALWAYS FEMININE CAN’T PREDICT
(based on meaning) (based on form or meaning)
Noun that refers to a Nouns ending in husher (&, | Need to memorize gender
profession (which are based 1, 4, ur’) + -b are feminine: when you learn the noun. (We
on a verb) often end in -Tens. suggest you write it into your
There are quite a lot of these. KD Ve vocab index cards in phrases
p g4 with modifiers of the correct
MBIIIIb
, gender.)
YUUTEINb teacher J0Yb
NPENONABATEIb INStructor Bews thing

pYKoBOIHTENb leader

HCATeND Wwriter CIIOBAPB, pyoOms ruble - (M)

BOATEND driver Abs.tr.act nouns are often nowank, 1eps - (F)
Mo6HTeNs lover feminine: (Not surprisingly, MaThb is
feminine, though you can’t tell
1000Bb love based strictly on the form.)

Also note mapeHp guy. nsi life

cMepTh death

34BUCTH envy

Eventually, combinations like moii cioBaps and most 16maas should start ‘sounding better’ to you than
Mo cioBaph and Moit nomane.

So, anytime we give you a ‘can’t-predict’ noun ending in -b, we’ll indicate the gender.
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Grammar Lesson 12

12.B Wimpy Possessives and Bossy Nouns

Word like kuvira, némanb, KyxHs, Hax4iaka, etc. are always feminine. They’re just “born” that way — and they
never change. The same holds for kapanaam, Haxan, 6par, etc. being “born” masculine and niBo, mucpmo,
neyénne, etc. being ‘born’ neuter.

Possessives (and adjectives), on the other hand, are not “born” any particular gender — they just agree with the
noun they are modifying. So if someone asks you how to say our in Russian, you have to break the news to them
that there are several answers: Ham (Opat), Hdma (cectpd), Hame (mBo). For some reason, dictionaries only list
the first of these, the masculine singular (not very politically correct, we know). Perhaps the best answer to give
would be: ‘mam+ plus the appropriate ending’, but that tends to be a bit hard to express. Still, keep in mind that
possessives (and all adjectives) are wimps — they just take on whatever form they’re told to by the noun.

We're We're
Masculine! Feminine!

KapaHaaI MOSI KHHATA

Neuter!
N @

MO¢ VX0

Whatever
you say, sir!

Whatever you
say, ma’am!

Whatever you say,
your neuter-ness!

** Remember: the 3" person possessives (erd, e¢, ux) never change, regardless of gender and number:

We're
— | v
G M
ero/eé/ux KapaHaam / KHUra / yxo
\/

Your point
being ...?
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Feminine!

No,
Neuter!
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Put the possessive in the correct form (depending on the gender of the noun). (Note that you
don’t need to know the meaning of the noun, just the gender based on the ending):

Example: kuira (my) [ 9mo mos kuiiea.

1. xuura (our) 2. Opar (your — formal) 3. muBo (his) 4. dotoammapAr (their)
nieueHse (her) 6. KypHaa (my) 7. sibnoxo (apple) (my) 8. wmath (your — informal)

9. orér (her) 10. Tenesuzop (TV) (our)  11. pororpadus (his) 12. cnoH (elephant) (my)

13. nous (your —informal) 14. yuurens (teacher) (her) 15. cépuue (heart) (my) 16. xapangam (his)

12.T Yen / Ybé /| UYba Whose

Here are the masculine, neuter, and feminine forms of the question word whose:

STEM + ENDING = FULL WORD
- (Masc) qei
yen+ -{O} (Neut) 9pé ({0} = éle)
-{A} (Fem) qbi ({A} =)

For now, it’s best to just memorize these three forms. We’ll explain later on why the masculine begins with 4e-,
while the neuter and feminine begin with 4b-.

& : Every form of whose except the dictionary form (masculine) begins with the letters ub-. |

With veid, ubé, ubst we find another ‘frozen 310’ construction — Ueii 310 kapanaam?, Uné 310 niiBo?, Ubs 310
kuanra? Note that while the 3o is frozen, the question word ueid, b€, ubs still agrees with the noun.

AGREEING FORM OF UEi+ | FROZEN 3TO NOUN
Yeint KapaHjaam ? Whose pencil is this/that?
Uné 3TO ITABO ? Whose beer is this/that?
Usbs KHHTA ? Whose book is this/that?

T agree in gender T
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Grammar

@ Form a question as seen in the examples:

Example: KOmka [

1. miBo
5. raséra
9. KkapaHmam

13. curapéra

Ybs 5mo kowka?

2. BOIKa

CJIOBAPH

10. xombé (spear)

14. orénx

3. Opat
7. MBUIO
11. xypHan

15. meuénre

Lesson 12

4. 1oYb
JIOma b
12. xonbaca (sausage)

16. maTh

12.1 Forming Possessive From First Names in {A}

FanvHa kHura (3)

Now that we know how to ask to whom something belongs, let’s see how to answer. To form a possessive from a
first name (which must end in {A} — don’t worry, we only let you pick names that end in {A}), you should:

1) Nuke the -{A}

2) Add the suffix -un-

3) Add the appropriate ending to match the
noun modified (-, -{A}, -{0})

Kéarun myx

Katya’s husband

Kars Kar-un- Karuno miBo Katya’s beer
Karuna cectpa Katya’s sister
M= oTéln Misha’s father

Miima Miim-us- MimuHo naneTd  Misha's coat
MiummHa XkeHa Misha’s wife
3UHUH KapaHJAl  Zina's pencil

3nHd 3VH-UH- 3WHUHO YXO Zina's ear
3¥iHMHA KHUATA Zina’s book

For some reason, students often want to add the soft endings (‘st’, ‘e”) to these forms; sorry, you can’t do that. Use

the hard endings “a’, ‘o’.

@ Form sentences using possessives:

Example: cein (Bépa) [ Bmo Bépun coin.
1. cecrpa (Mwumra) 2. Opar (Maprina)
5. uaii (Bépa) 6. nuBan (Cepéxa)

9. ¢oroanmapar (Burs) 10. myx (VHHa)

13. cobaka (Mapra) 14. crapmas cectpa (Ost)

3.
7.

nomanp (Tans)

nanstd (Acs)

11. orén (Brika)
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15.

4. Buno (Kocts)
8. 1oub (IOpa)

12. xena (ITéts)

muammmii opat (bopst)  16. miiBo (Hpa)
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% Form questions and provide answers as seen in the example:

Example: kaura (his) L] Ybs 3mo kuuea? 3:m0 e20 KHiiea.
opar (Sdma) [] Yeii 3mo opam? Omo Hwun bpam.

1. xypHan (your — sg) 2. cectpa (his) 3. Opart (their)

5. miBo (my) 6. rutapa (her) 7. rapax (your —
informal)

9. s6moko (apple) (his) 10. mous (our) 11. razéra (her)

13. macnopt (Méapta) 14. pyuxka (pen) (my) 15. mpis (their)
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12.
16.

¢dororpadus (Jama)
cymKa (purse) (my)

30n0t1o (gold) (Komst)

cioBaps (your —
formal)



Grammar Lesson 12
|
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Lesson 12 — [lomaluHee 3aaaHue Ums

&< Exercise 1 ldentify (when possible) the gender of a noun. Write ?? if you can’t be sure — this
applies only to words we have not had. You should know the gender of all the words we’ve had:

Example: KapaHnam M
kaura F
cioso N

posiie 7?7 (if you’re interested, this word means piano, and it’s masculine)

1. xypHan 7 2. wmaTh L 3. cépmre 7 4. nBepb 7
5. nepéBHs 7 6. croBaphb L 7. Bemb L 8. O0KHO 7
9. réHui 7 10. cratps - 11. 3ganue - 12. MpIIb 7
13. HOX . 14. razéra - 15. neuénpe 16. nenp 7
17. HOC 7 18. nomanas - 19. muceMoO - 20. mroburens
21. denné . 22. HOYb _ 23. posutb - 24. nepéBHs

25 Exercise2 Form questions and answers as seen in the example:

Example: KHHATa (Mmy) [] Yos 3mo knuea? IOmo Mosi KHuea.
mieo (Muma) [] Yué 5mo nueo? Imo Muwuno nuso.

1. BoOaka (his)

2. wmpuio (your — formal)

3. xypuan (Tans)

4. wmammHa car (our)

5. sibnoko apple (her)

6. cobaka (JI¢ea)

7. cnoBapp (my)
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8.

10.

11.

12.

paamo (Hpa)

Kommbtotep (your — informal)

cymka purse (Cpéra)

cioH elephant (their)

mpogéccop (our)
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