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A. Tbl NbéWb MOK BOAKY! You’re drinking my vodka!

Boaoasti: |1 | Uro ke THI Aénaciib? What the heck are you doing!?

JIéna: 2 | Tol caendii, uro 1u? BoOaky mbio. Are you blind or something? I'm drinking

vodka.

Boaodas: |3 | S e cnendit. Tol mb€mb Moto BOAKY! BoH CTOUT | I'm not blind. You're drinking my vodka! Your
4 | TBOS BOmKa. Jypa! vodka is (standing) over there. Idiot!

JIéna: 5 | Oif, m3BuHU pamu bora. Oh, I'm really sorry.

Boaons: |6 | Huuero. Don’t worry about it.

b. Tbl NbEWb MOE MOJIOKO! You’re drinking my milk!

JInza: 7 | UTo e THI A¢Iaeinb? What the heck are you doing!?

Koctai: |8 | Twi cnemas, uto mu? MoJ0KO TIBIO. Are you blind or something? I'm drinking milk.

JInza: 9 |4 He cmends. Tol me€mbs Mo€ MoTOKO! Bou cTouT | I'm not blind. You 're drinking my milk! Your
10 | TBO€ MoTOKO. Jdypaxk! milk is (standing) over there. Idiot!

Kocra: 11 | O#t, m3BuHU pamu bora. Oh, I'm really sorry.

JInza: 12 | Huaero. Don’t worry about it.

B. Tbl NbELWb MOWU COK! You’re drinking my juice!

Cépa: 13 | Uto ke ThI A¢NIaemnb? What the heck are you doing!?

3nHa: 14 | Tol cnendit, uro mu? CoOK TBIO. Are you blind or something? I'm drinking juice.

Cépa: 15 | 5 me cnendit. ToI mbEmrb Moit cok! Bou cTodT I'm not blind. You're drinking my juice! Your

TBO# cok. [ypa! Juice is (standing) over there. Idiot!

3nua: 16 | Oi1, m3BUHU pamu bora. Oh, I'm really sorry.

Cépa: 17 | Hudaero. Don’t worry about it.

I. Thbl KOpMULLIL MOK Nowaab! You’re feeding my horse!

Kiipa: 18 | Uto ke ThI ACNaemnb? What the heck are you doing!?

Pons: 19 | Tol cnenas, uro au? JIomaas KOPMIIIO. Are you blind or something? I'm feeding (my)

horse.

Knpa: 20 | A me cmends. Twl kO6pMuIb Moro 0mans! Box I'm not blind. You're feeding my horse! Your
21 | crouT TBOS MOMmans. Jypax! horse is (standing) over there. Idiot!

Pons: 22 | Oif, m3BuHU pamu bora. Oh, I'm really sorry.

Knpa 23 | Huuero. Don’t worry about it.
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CaoBapnb

2 | cmen6it (note: end-stressed) blind

2 |...dro mm? ... or something? (a tag question)
3 | BOH (over) there

4 | mypa idiot; fool (said about a woman)
8 | MOJIOKO milk (cognate)

10 | ypak’ idiot; fool (said about a man)

14 | COK Juice

19 | KOpMIH+ feed

e e r

23.A Tag Questions: ...uto Nn?

Tl cnendn, yto nn? (2)

The phrase uto jim following questions adds incredulity (didn’t think you’d see that word today, did you?),
something like or something?

gb Listen and repeat:

ThI Iy THIIE, YTO JU? Are you joking (or something)?

TrI cienoit, uro au? Are you blind (or something)?

ThI HEe TOHUMACTITB, YTO JIU? Don’t you understand? Can it really be that you don’t
understand?

OnHa aMepuKaHKa, YTO Jin? Is she an American? (I thought she was French.)

Express incredulity about the following. Use the Tkl form. (Don’t worry if your answer doesn’t
match exactly):

Example: Your roommate is studying AGAIN [ Ter OIIATD sanumdewvcs, umo au?
1. Your friend is drinking YOUR vodka.

2. Your roommate says she has a date with Brad Pitt (ha ha).

3. You think you see cigarette smoke coming from your 10-year-old brother’s room.

4. Your roommate is ironing his pants AGAIN.

5. You think you smell beer on your conservative roommate’s breath.

6. Your roommate refuses to bathe.
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Lesson 23

23.b More Consonant Mutations: Labial Consonants (6, B, m, n, ¢)

The verb kopmii+ (feed) is the third example of an inserted ‘i’ in the 1% sg Present. We previously saw 1) 6>6.1
(06§ {U} > 51 m06.110) and 2) B>Ba (rorésr+{U}=> s rorésaio). All three consonants (m, 6, B) are
pronounced using the lips, and are referred to as labial consonants. The other labials are ‘m’ and ‘¢’. (We won’t
see any verbs with ‘¢’ this year, but they also > ¢t in the s-form of the present tense.)

LABIAL EXAMPLE: NO MUTATION:
MUTATIONS 2" conj., 1sg pres. tns. Remaining pres. tns.
0> 0n mo6p-{U} 2>  mob6mo JFOOUIIB ... JTHOOAT
B > Bl rotosha+{U} >  rotodmio TOTOBHILG ... TOTOBSIT
M > MJI kopmitr {U} > kopmiio KOPMHUILE ... KOPMST

o> 11 kyn{U} -  KyWIo KYTIHLIb ... KYISAT

To review other mutations, see Lesson 19.

% Chameleon:

1. xopmi+ 7nOmans/ A
4. moOit+ CMOTPETH TENEBH30D
7. TOTOBHU+ 00€N

10. xymit+ (will buy) MONOKO

2. OH
5. BBI
8. Iloms
11. XKeéns
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23.B  The Notion of Case (or How to Write a Ransom Note in Russian)

If you kidnapped someone named Tanya and wanted to send a ransom note (in English) using words cut out of a
newspaper, you could use any of the following instances of the word “Tanya”:

(D) Tanya prefers double-stem verbs.
(2) Only no-talent singers respect Tanya.
(3) I dreamt about Tanya again last night.

Each time it’s simply T-a-n-y-a. The reader of the ransom note couldn’t tell whether ‘Tanya’ had been the subject
of the sentence [sentence (1)], the direct object of a verb [sentence (2)], or the object of a preposition [sentence

3]

Russian kidnappers are not as lucky. For each of the three examples above (plus a few more), the form/ending of
Tansa - which is a noun - is different. So if the Russian kidnappers snatched Tanya and they wanted to write (in
Russian): “We will harm Tanya if you don’t pay us,” - where Tanya is the direct object of the verb ‘harm’ - they
would have to find a sentence in the newspaper in which Tanya was also a direct object. In the other two
sentences (subject of the sentence or object of preposition) Tanya would have a different ending. This is what is
known as Case - the function (subject/direct object/object of preposition, etc.) of a noun (along with its modifiers)
appears as part of the word.”

There are six Cases in Russian, which we will not enumerate for you at this time (we like to maintain an element
of surprise). A great deal of this course from now on will focus on these Cases, both their forms and uses.

So ...

WELCOME TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF CASE!

23.T The Nominative Case (UMeHuTenbHbIN Mapéx)

So, what Case have nouns, pronouns, etc. been in all this time? Usually they’ve been in the Nominative Case,
whose main function is to indicate the subject of the sentence. We’ve already learned the Nominative forms in
both the singular and the plural, e.g., Most 1061imMast knura, TBon crapuue cécrpsl. The “dictionary form” of
nouns that we talked about in before is actually the Nominative Case.

Also, remember the location endings we learned Chapter One? This is called (not surprisingly) the Locative or
Prepositional Case. We will learn more forms and uses of this Case later.

Now let’s look at the Accusative Case, which is used to mark direct objects (among other things).

Actually, there is one possible form of ‘Tanya’ in English that the kidnappers could not use: “Tanya’s hair is really from
one of those spray cans.” (unless they cut out the ’s.)
The only place English distinguishes Case with varying forms is in personal pronouns: Ae vs. him vs. his; she vs. her vs.

her‘sz; 1vs. mevs. mz/mine, etc.

234
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Lesson 23

23.4

The Accusative Case (BuHutenbHbin Magéx) of Nouns

23.J1.1 Forms

Accusative Case: Singular Nouns, Possessives, 9ToT

NOMINATIVE

ACCUSATIVE

MASCULINE

- (Same as Nominative) (consonant / -p)

MOI1 COK

Halll CJIOBAph
ATOT KapaHIaIl

Miimus goTtoanmnapar

MOH COK

Miimus goTtoanmnapar
Halll CJIOBAph

ATOT KapaHIaIl

HAama BOIKA
MammuHa cranpHs
3ta Gororpadus

NEUTER
-{O} (Same as Nominative) (-0 / -& (rare for nouns) / ¢)

MO€ MBLIO MO€ MBLIO

HAIIIE [TUBO HAIIIE [TUBO

CAmnHo ne4YéHne CAmnHo ne4YéHne

3TO 31aHUE 3TO 31aHUE

FEMININE
-{U} (-y / -10)
Mos razéra MOIO Ta3eTy

HAITY BOJKY
MamuHy CHANbHIO
3ty hoTorpaduro

FEMININE NOUNS IN —b
- (Same as Nominative) (always -p) (Modifiers take -{U})

MOsI MaTh
HAIIA MBIIIIb
IOpuna nBepn
3Ta JI01manab

MOIO MaTh
HAIIlY MBI
IOpuny nsepn
3Ty A0maab

We saw the Accusative of Feminine nouns in the "Telephone' dialogue: “Mo:xkno I'dsnro / Bépy?” We still have
not had Feminine Accusative Adjectives, so we can’t yet say “I want cheap Russian vodka”.

Remember: the 3™ person possessives NEVER change form, even with nouns in the Accusative Case: erd/eé/ux

COK, MBLJIO, BOAKY, MaTh

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT MASCULINE NOUNS IN THE ACCUSATIVE: The :
Accusative of Masculine nouns is the same as the Nominative ONLY for inanimate nouns, i.e., |
a thing — as opposed to a person or animal. Animate Masculine nouns (people and animals) get
their own special ending. So, at this point we do not know how to say “I loathe my Russian i
+ professor”. We’ll cover this in Chapter 4. Hopefully by then your feelings will have changed. ;

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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23.]1.2 Uses of the Accusative Case

The most common use of the Accusative Case is for marking the Direct Object of a transitive verb’:

{Thr1} MBEMb [MO€ mHBO].
{Bépa} YHUTAET [Motli sxypHAn].
{KT0} MBET [Mor0 BOAKY]?
{Mos cecTpa} KOpMHUJIa [3Ty noImas).
\ /
{subject} [Direct Object]
Nominative Accusative

We will see further uses of the Accusative Case in the next few lessons.

gb Listen and repeat. Pay attention to the new endings (for Feminine):

S auraro kHUTY (KypHAJ, MUCEMO, Ta3€Ty, poMaH (novel), crateio (article), muCCepTAINIO)
Crnasa b€t MoIoko (dait, BOIKY, KOde, COK, BUHO, BOLY (water), THBO)

S1 BYDKY TBOFO PYUKY (3TOT CIIOBAPH, €€ MBLIO, HAITY COOAKY, 3Ty IBEpPb, €r0 KapaHAAIll, KHATY, TBOE PAIHO)

el

Te1 3H4emp Bépy? (3Ty ®EHIUHY, MOIO CECTpY, erd MaTh, bOpHHY XKeHy, HX JI0Yb)

gb Insert the possessive or demonstrative in the correct form:

Example: OH npéT BOIKY (my) [] OH nvbém moi0 80OKY.
Tre1 UMb sxEéHIMAY (that there) [l To1 8110UUD 5MY HCEHUUH) .

1. Béaps uutaer kaury. (my, your-sg, our, Ira’s, his, their, that there, your-pl, Kolya’s)
2. }Opa meET MOJIOKO. (my, her, our, their, Gena’s, your-sg, that there, your-pl)

3. S swxky prok3ak. (his, her, your-sg, Vera’s, my, their, our, this here, Vika’s)

23.]1.3 The Accusative of Masculine first names in -{A} Kro mfo6ur Mrinry?

A refinement of the above note about Masculine animate nouns: As we just mentioned, the Accusative ending for
Masculine animate nouns is different from the ending for inanimate nouns. However, Masculine first names
ending in -{A} (which we forced all the males in the class to select) behave just like regular Feminine nouns and
take -{U} in the Accusative:

Bépa miobut Mumry. Vera loves Misha.

Harama e mobut Konro. Natasha doesn’t love Kolya.

3

For those who never paid attention in high school English, a transitive verb (like see) is one that takes a Direct Object
John sees Bill), while an intransitive verb (like go) does not (John went; JohnwentBitl is not grammatical).
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@ Put the following nouns/phrases into the Accusative:

Example: Ko Biiaur (this here book)? [] Kmo elioum 3my kuiiey?

1. Kro Buaut...? (juice, vodka, Misha, Misha’s dog, my book, Vika, beer, that sofa, this
photograph, Sveta’s mother, Kolya)

2. A moo6iro (our refrigerator, his magazine, that song, Vera, his sister, this pencil, their wine,
Borya, her horse, your-sg milk, Seryozha)

23.E Case and Word Order

Compare the English sentences:  “Lassie bit Timmy” “Timmy bit Lassie”

Obviously these sentences have different meanings. In English the meaning is revealed by word order. Changing
the word order changes the meaning of the sentence. In English normally you have Subject > Verb > Direct
Object. The form of a noun in English doesn’t change if it’s the subject versus the Direct Object versus the object
of a preposition, etc. So, if we cut out the word ‘Timmy’ and asked you whether he had been the subject (the
‘biter’ or the Direct Object (the ‘bitee’), you couldn’t tell.

Since in Russian you can tell the function of the noun by the form of the word (its Case), the order in which the
words appear is not as important. So, for the single English sentence “Masha loves Gena”, you can have several
equivalents in Russian:

Mara iroout ['ény.
Mama I'ény mroour.
I'ény miobut Marma.
I'ény Mama nrobur.
JIfo6but Mama ['ény.
JIfo6ut ['ény Marma.

= Masha loves Gena.

Is there any difference in meaning when you change word order? The answer is yes: Different word orders
normally result from emphasizing different elements of the sentence. But the “rules” pertaining to word order in
Russian can be quite complex, and we won’t spend a lot of time focusing on this question.

To be honest, in speech the most common word order in Russian is Subject > Verb > Object, just as in English.

In writing, however, many ‘strange and exotic’ word orders occur all over the place. So, you are going to need to
“bust out” of the Subject > Verb > Object mindset.
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Lesson 23 — Homework Nma

25 Exercise 1 Identify the case of the nouns and modifiers in the sentences. Be careful! There
is not always going to be Subject-Verb-Direct Object word order:

Example: Muma mrobut Mamry.
Nom Acc

Jlomans xOpmut JléHa.
Acc Nom

1. Céma yuTdeT KHHUTY.

2. Moii koT uX co0aky He JIOOHT.

3. Bépy Muma He BUIUT.

4. Bépa Mumy He BHUIUT.

5. MomnokO KOT ObBET.

6. Mama 00éx TOTOBHT.

7. Ilama BAAUT MBIIIb.

8. Ilamy BUAMT MBIUIb.

9. Upa crarbio (article) uutaer.

10 Buu6 neér Buri.
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,gj Exercise 2 Rewrite as in the example. Don’t forget to change the possessive pronoun.

Example: Bowu nexut tBos Kuura, Bamuis? [ Ja, a ety Mmoo kuiizy.

1. Bou nexur mos razéra, suauiib? (Think about what possessive to use!)

2. BoH 1€XAT TBOE NeY€Hbe, BUANII?

3. Boun aexur eré cobaka, BUAUIIE?

4. BOH J€XAT TBOE MUCHMO, BUINIIE?

5. Bon nexut Mumms ¢goTtoanmapat, BAIAIIH?

6. Boun nexur JInauHa MbeIb, BAIHAIIL?

< Exercise 3  Put the nouns in the Accusative. (You don’t know most of these nouns, but it
makes no difference— you know the forms):

1. Téans samut (Mosi rpyIua pear)

2. Muma kypuT (MapuxyaHa)

3. Kons rnaaut (Kvipuno mnaree dress)

4. OxkcéaHa roTOBUT (3aBTpaK breakfast)

5. TlaBopOtTH mo€T (apus)

6. JIéna kOpMUT (TBOSI ITOIA/Ib)

7. Ko 1r06uT (erd moun) ?
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