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Grammar:  The verb {crin+/ cng+} sleep

JAmnanor
YTo e génartb? What can you do?

Aunst: 1 | Kak T5I cmag ceroausa? How did you sleep last night?

Cepéxka: |2 |He cnpammuBaii. S Bcto Houb 3anumMancs. Ceromus | Don’t ask. [ was studying all night. There’s a
3 | BK34MEH O PYCCKOMY S3BIKY. Russian test today.

Aust: 4 | OnATh 5K3aMeH 1o pycckomy! TBoii mpodéccop A Russian test again! Your professor is a real
5 | mpocTo Haxanm! Jjerk.

Cepéxka: |6 |Herosopu. Ho uro ke nénarn? Tell me about it. But what can you do?

Aunst: 7 | Tol ke Bc€ Bpéms 3annMaenibea. Kaxayio You study all the time. Every Friday and

8 | HATHHIY B cyO0OTY ThI CHIOVIIE B OMOIHOTEKE H Saturday you sit in the library and study. You
9 |3apuMaenibesa. ThHI 3aHUMAEIILCSA BeCh AeHDb U study all day, every day. All morning, all day,
10 | K&KIOBIH AeHb. BcE yTpo, Bech IeHb, BeCh BéUep, | all evening, all night. What a nightmare!

11 | Bcro HOUb., Kakoit kommMap!

CioBapsb

8 X
1 | {cmi+/ coa+ }

sleep (related to soporific) (See below for conjugation)

2 BECH

all; entire; whole (See discussion below)

2 HOYDb

(very late) night (you can tell the gender) - roughly from 1AM-3AM otherwise
use the noun Béuep for ‘evening’ or ‘night’.

6 |4TO Ke méiaTh

what can you do? (learn as a phrase)

7 | BcE BpéM

all the time

BpEMS time (This noun is Neuter! Don’t ask why ... yet. Just remember the phrase
Bcé Bpéms, which tells you that Bpéms is Neuter)
7 | K&KOBIN every; each
8 | 6uONMHOTEKA library
10 [ yTpo morning
10 | BéUep evening; night - roughly 6PM-1AM
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MpamMmaruka

Lesson 31

31.A  The Verb {cnu+/ cna+} sleep

What is strange about the Present Tense conjugation of this double-stem verb? Do you remember what we said
about the Present Tense of all double-stem verbs? What type of letter do they all end in? Does this verb follow

this rule? Be prepared to make an intelligent comment in class ©).

STEM: cnn+ STEM: cna+
PRESENT TENSE PAST TENSE

s *CILIIO MBI CIINM o1, ThI, OH, Mapk cIaln
THI CITUIITb BEI criuTe (oHO) crmano
OoH/a  CHIHUT OoHH CIIAT s, TBI, oH4, Bépa craiza
MBI, Bbl, OHH cranu
INFINITIVE

CIIaTh

* Another example of labial mutation: m > mi".

A

This is another example of an unpredictable difference between Russian and English. We’ll
always be sure to point out things like this. So if a Russian asks you “How you sleeped
today?” just smile, correct his mistakes, and tell him it’s none of his business anyway.

b e e

@ Answer the questions based on the prompt:

Example: Kaxk Bl canu ceronusa? © [0 A duens xopowd cnand.

© ouens XOpoIIo © 1ak cebé @ mroxo

1. Kax BbI (Bépa) ciamn ceromus? ©

2. Kak BbI 06b619HO crte? &)

3. Kaxk crmr Bam orér? @) A ama mats? ©)

4. Kak Bépa cnana ceromus? ®

5. Kax cmsr TBO# cobakn? @

6. Kax o komku cramu ceronms? ©) (Are there any cats that don’t sleep well?)
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31-#A ypoK Grammar
|

31.b Bechb (e), Bcé, Besa, all; entire; whole

This is another word like Moii, TBoii, Ham, i.e. it “feels” like an Adjecitve but takes Noun endings (so far). If you
noticed the cluster buster appearing in the Masculine form, then you can probably guess that the stem is Becb+ (€).
When any endings are added ({A}, {O}, {U}, etc.), the soft-indicating vowel letter must be used — to indicate the
softness of the stem-final ¢".

NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE
M BECh BECh (inanimate)
N BCE BCE
F BCSI BCIO
? Question: Judging from the Masculine Singular, the first letter ‘B’ is a soft consonant,

after all, the Cluster Buster is ‘e’, which normally indicates a preceding soft
consonant. Why don’t all the other forms have the stem Bbe"+ ?

Answer: Very good point. We saw this same problem in Lesson 26 when we first
discussed cluster busters. We can tell you that the B is, in fact, still soft even
though no soft-sign appears after it. The softness is maintained even through
the c.

For now, we’ll be using only the Accusative Singular forms of Becb+ (¢). Some examples:

Mamia He cMoTpéiia Beeh (PUIBLM. Masha didn’t watch the whole / entire movie.
Ko6ns e xoTénm untaTh BCé MUCHLMO. Kolya didn’t want to read the whole / entire letter.
S moBOTBEHO XOPOIIO 3HAIO BCIO KHUTY. I know the whole / entire book quite well.

Accusative Bech / B¢€ / Bero are also found in time expressions, which we discuss directly below.

31.B The Accusative of Time

A BClo HOYb 3aHUMATCS. (2); Thl KAXAY0 NATHULY 1 cy60OTY cuanb B bubnuoTéke (7-8)

So far we’ve seen the Accusative Case used:

1) for direct objects of verbs (On Ky KHATY)
2) after certain Verb + Prepositions combinations (Ona cMOTpuT Ha Muy; S urparo B gpyT606.1).
3) to indicate on which day (B cpéay, Bo BTOPHHK)

4) to indicate at a certain time (B mfITh, B 4Yac, B ABa doesn 't become 6 d8y)
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MpamMmaruka Lesson 31

In this lesson we see a rather strange use of the Accusative: the Accusative of Time. When indicating either sow
long or how often you did/do/will do something, the time phrase goes into the Accusative:

HOW LONG: Bech; €IBIH all, whole HOW OFTEN: K&XIBIN every
Bépa Bech AeHb CMOTPENA TEIESBU30D. Miumia KAy cpéay TaHIyeT B 6ape.
Vera watched TV all day. Misha dances in a bar every Wednesday.
Mamra Bcro HOYbL 3aHHMAJIACE. A Kaxka0€e YTPO MOIOCH.

Masha studied all night. 1 bathe every morning.
Hiina néawlii rog yuriacs B Mocksé
Nina studied in Moscow for a whole year.

? Question: Why is the Accusative used for this? There doesn’t seem to be any direct i
i object or directionality involved. |
| Answer: You know, you ask a lot of questions. But this is actually a good one. In fact, !
E since you asked, we can tell you that many /inguists (people who go around :
é talking to themselves all day) don’t have a really great explanation for the :
i Accusative here either. If you’re really good, we may even give you the i
E names of several theoretical articles about this very question. Forget it, we :
i saw you rolling your eyes up. i

L e e e |

gb MepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUN:

1. They play chess every Friday. 2. Vera studied all night.

3. 1want to study (different verb than in 2) a whole 4. They drink vodka every day.
year in Petersburg.

5. She sleeps all the time. 6. Every morning I play tennis.
7. He was in (at) the library all day. 8. What did they do every evening when they were in
Moscow?

9. She was lying on the couch and watching TV all 10. He works in a restaurant every Sunday.
morning.

11. They play chess every Friday. 12. Vera studied all night (until morning).

13. I want to study (for) a whole year in Petersburg. 14. I bathe every morning.

15. We danced the whole evening. 16. Masha works in the library every Saturday.

17. My father irons (his) pants every day. 18. Dima wrote letters all morning.

19. We used to (previously) played tennis every 20. He studies all day and every day. (You need the
Sunday. and in Russian.)
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Lesson 31 - Homework Umna

gg Exercise 1  Fill in the doubly underlined blanks with the correct form of the verb sleep and the
remaining blanks with an adverb (or phrase). Be as truthful as you wish:

1. OOrmHO 5

2. Ceroaus s

3. 51 6pIX0TéN

4. Bépa o0BIYHO OUECHB IIOXO0 , a € IETH XOpoIIo

5. Korga me1 6s11u B Poccrin, MbI I10X0 . Jlo6ma MBI XOpo1Io.

25 Exercise 2 List 4 ‘environments’ we have seen the Accusative Case used in. Provide an
example for each:

&S Exercise 3  Fill in with a time expression that makes sense:

1. Mamma TaHITyeT B Oape.

2. Scman/a

3. S modroce

4. AmHA He cIlajia, HIOTOMY UTO OHA 3aHHMANACh.

5. HukTé He XOTEN YUTATH (the entire) KHHATY. (just testing if you read the examples)

6. Hamr ceIH CMOTPHT TEJICBHA30PD
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31-1 ypok DomallHee 3agaHue
2< Exercise4 Translate into Russian:

1. —Kolya, how did you sleep last night? — So-so.

2. — There’s a Russian test tomorrow.
— A Russian test again!?
— What can you do?
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