Ouandru:
pammatuka: The Genitive Singular of nouns

A: “I'm from America”
B: “That’s Vadik’'s beer”

- Forms

- Uses of the Genitive: of; possession

- The 'Frozen’ Genitive

- Prepositions used with the Genitive
Asking/stating where a person is from

JAnanoru
A. 370 xe nviBo Baguka That’s Vadik’s beer
HNmoma: |1 | A ronéoguniif. YTo B X0JI0IUNBHHKE? I'm hungry. What’s in the fridge?
Mapina: (2 | A #e 35410. IlocMoTpH. Idon’t know. Take a look.
Wmoma: |3 | (Cudmpum 6 xono0uronuke) 31ech KycOK (Looks in the fridge) There’s a piece of
4 | KoJbachl, MOJI-0aHAHA U 0AHKA HKPBI, U sausage, half a banana, a jar of caviar, and a
5 | OyTBLIKA IHBA. bottle of beer.
(Takes the nueo and starts to drink it.) (Takes the beer and starts to drink it.)
Mapnna: (¢ | YTo THI nénaemn? 10 ke mABO BauKa. What are you doing? That’s Vadik’s beer.
Wmoma: |7 | Hy uuro? A kro oH? Hpe3uaéHt AMEpUKY, UTO | So what? Who's he, the president of the United
8 |mm? States or something?
b. A ns AMépuku I'm from America
Huna: 9 [OTKyaa BbI? Where are you from?
Bamuk: |10 | A u3 Poccrm, n3 Cubvipu. A BbI? I'm from Russia, from Siberia. And you?
Hina: 11 | 8 w3 Amépukw, u3 [IpAHcTOHA. JTO HEGOIBIION I'm from America, from Princeton. It’s a small
12 | ropoa B mrare Hero-/xxépen. city in (the state of) New Jersey.
Bamuk: |13 [IIpaBma? Mos GrIBImIas moapyra, KOToOpas Really? My ex-girlfriend, who recently dumped
14 | HemaBHO OpOCHIIa MeHH, U3 MTATa lICHCUIBBAHUA. | me, is from (the state of) Pennsylvania. She’s
15 | OHa 3 Gunaaénphuu. from Philadelphia.
CioBapsb

1 | TOJIOHBIHI hungry

2 | mocMoTpH take a look (Another Imperative—like m3Buan—which we haven’t covered yet.)

3 | kycok’ (0) piece

4 |kombaca sausage; mystery meat

half

4 | moi-; mosioBrHa + GEN

4 | OaHAaH banana (Masculine in Russian.)
4 |06anka Jjar

4 |HuKpa caviar

5 | OyTBIIKa bottle
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7 | mpe3uméHT

president

9 | oTKyza BbI/ OHA / OHH?

OTKY/Ia

where are you / she / they from?

from where; whence

10 | m3 (+ GEN)

from

10 | Cubnps (F)

Siberia (note that it has a ‘feminine’ ending in English: ia)

12 |roépon city (Jlenuarpan means ‘Lenin’s city’)

12 | mrrar state (of the U.S.)

13 | mpaBma? really? (lit.: (the) truth, like the newspaper)

14 | HeTABHO recently (Notice the different stress than in maBHO.)

e e e

34.A The Genitive Case (PogutenbHbin Magéx)

Our 3" Case, the Genitive, is the most “flexible» case in Russian. The Genitive is used for everything from
possession to negation to “source” to quantification (to name just a few).

34.A.1 Forms: Nouns

Genitive Singular: Nouns

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE
MASCULINE AND NEUTER
(A} (a/ )
xJ1e0 XJ1€0a
CJIOBAPH cioBaps
MMABO 1Ba
réHui réHug
OOIIEIKUTIHE OOIIEKATHS
FEMININE
{1} (b1/ 1)
MallliHa MaIlIHHbI
MECHS MMECHU
tdotorpacus totorpacun
Miutsa Mutu
JIOTITAIb JIOTITA A

We saw the Masculine Genitive ending in the phrase BeicOkoro pocTa of tall height (Nominative is pocT).
Kypc pycckoro a3pika, K&KIBIH cXOMUT ¢ yMa mo-cBoemy (We’ll see later on that the Preposition ¢ takes the

Genitive — sometimes.)

Masculine names and persons in {A} also go to {l}, as we see in the penultimate example under the Feminine
Nouns: Muta > Mutu ([Aima > [IiME, etc.)
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- —
34.A.1a Genitive Singular vs. Nominative Plural of Neuter and Feminine Nouns

Note that the Feminine and Neuter Genitive Singular look exactly like their respective Nominative Plural forms
(the Case should be clear from context). Sometimes, however, the stress will be different - the Genitive Singular
will always have the same stress as the Nominative Singular, whereas the Nominative Plural may have different
stress. Some of these nouns are:

NowMm SG GENITIVE SINGULAR Nowm PL
KeHA YKEHBI KEHBI
cecTpa CECTPHI c€cTphl
MMHCHMO MMHCHMA MMACHMa
cépmue heart cépara cepaa

Therefore, for all Neuter and Feminine shifting-stress nouns, you can tell the difference between the Genitive
Singular and Nominative Plural by their stress.

34.A.2 Uses of the Genitive
* The English preposition of

Russian uses the Genitive (with no preposition) in many instances that would be expressed in English with the
preposition of:

Mpe3uIeHT AMEPUKH the president of America
OyTBIIKA IIHBA a bottle of beer

KyCOK KoN0achl a piece of sausage
moyI-0aHaAHA half (of) a banana
cronmia OpaHInU (for reference) the capital of France

gb Transform the sentences as in the example. Our apologies for any political inaccuracies:

Example: OH aMepUKAHCKHHM pe3uaénT (AMéprka) [ On npesuoénm Amépuxu.

OHa aMepUKAHCKUHN TIPE3U/ICHT.

Krto ¢panmysckuii npesunear? (Opartms)
EnbiuH PYCCKHIA TIPE3UJIEHT.

Moit 6pat xanaackwii npe3uneHT. (Kanama)

Mosi cecTpa TaunaHACKUM mpe3uaeHT. (TanmnaHm)
On nepyanckwuii npe3uneut? (Ilepy) any change
Omna nmuBaHcku# npe3uaeHT. (JIuan Lebanon)

Moit otén kopeiickuii ipe3uneHT. (Kopés)

A A A o

Mos math Genpruiickuii npe3ueHT. (benprus)

_.
e

A xuraiickuii pe3uneHT. (Kutait)
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@ Announce what you found in the refrigerator:

Example: bottle of beer []  30ece monvko bymuinka niiea.

1. bottle of wine 2. half (of) a banana 3. small piece of bread

4. bottle of juice 5. jar of mustard ropusnia 6. large piece of sausage

7. half (of) a sandwich 6yTrepopoéa 8. jar of caviar 9. bottle of milk

10. piece of soap 11. jar of honey mén 12. bottle of cognac KoHBSIK end-

stressed!

* Possession mmBo Baauka; Manidna akTépa

Up to now we have formed possessions from first names ending in -{A} with the suffix -un- + the appropriate
ending:

MummH 6paT MummHa cecTpa MHANIMHO MHBO MHUAMMWHEBL IETH MHAmuHY KeHy, etc.
Misha’s brother Misha’s sister Misha’s beer Misha’s kids Misha’s wife (ACC)
There are 2 problems with this:

1) not all first names end in - {A} (e.g., Bazuk, Urops, Braxiamup, PoGepr, etc.)

2) not all possession involves first names (the president’s car, my sister’s cat; that angry guy’s cappuccino;

Paviov’s dog)

In these cases we use the Genitive — always following the noun — to express possession. Examples:

niBo Butanuka Vitalik’s beer

JIOUb Hropﬂ Igor’s daughter

MaIllHHa Ipe3HIEHTA the president’s car

skeHa ['opa Gore’s wife

OaHaH erod cecTphl his sister’s banana

cobaka Bépsl I1aB10BHBI Vera Pavlovna’s dog

BO1Ka Boprica Hukonaesmua Enpiyna Boris Nikolaevich Yeltsin’s vodka

We’ll cover the Genitive forms of Adjectives in the next lesson so you’ll be able to say things like Hey, that’s my
younger brother’s nosering.
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Note that now we have 3 ways to express possession:

1. POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS
Agree in CNG with noun'

Mo# GaHaH
my banana

TBOSI PYUKa, TBOIO PYUKY
your pen

BAllle TeYEHEE
your cookie

HaIIIH ITOJIOTCHIIAa
our towels

2. FIRST NAMES IN -{A}

3HHMH OaHAaH

Zina’s banana

LypuHa pyuka; LLypuHy pyduKy
Shura’s pen

ITanmno nmeuénne

Pasha’s cookie

PaTMHBI DonoTéHITa
Rita’s towels

-uH-, also agree with the Noun®

3. NOUNS & MISC. NAMES
Genitive Case

r r ’ 3
0anaH Bépbl BAKTOPOBHBI
Vera Victorovna’s banana
pyuka I'opa; pyuky 1'opa
Gore’s pen
meu¢Hpe Baguka
Vadik’s cookie

ITOJIOTEHIIA TIPpe3HACHTA
the president’s towels

= For some reason, students often want to transform even the possessive pronouns into Genitive

+ and even put them after the noun. Please don’t do this. Thanks.

U |

@ Say whose thing it is:

Example: PIOK3aK (my)

kuanra (1'1ed)
pomutenu (JIfoma)

MmarniHa (president)

4. orén (AHHa ITapnoBHa)
chiA (his)

10. mrcema (my)

13. cnanbug (AJIL6epT Top)

H 3m0 MOU PIOK3dK.
0 3m0 xuuea I’ néoa.
0 Bmo Jlioounw pooumentt.

2. TmojoTéHma (our)

5. méru (their)

8. kor (Ombra JmutpueBHa)
11. momox6 (Mapk)

14. xomnaxkt-mucku (her sister)

kapangam (Brika)

6. oukd (AHTOH)

o

TeneBusop (JIfoba)
12. maBo (Myma)
15. 6patesa (our)

Can you guess an exception to this? Which possesswe pronouns have we told you NEVER change no matter what the
gender or number of the noun? If you said the 3" person possessives: eré, eé, HX, Bbl, HABEPHO, TEHHIA.
Just as the -mH- possessives have Nominative and Accusative endings, so do they have Genitive endings, which we will

learn in the next lesson.

Note that if you have a first name in -{A} (Bépa) plus a patronymic (BiikropoBHa), you have to use the Genitive

3
strate%z: BéBLI BﬁKTOBOBHM :not BéBml BﬁKTOBOBHLI:.
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34.A.3 The ‘Frozen’ Genitive

The Noun that is in the Genitive (the of-noun) never changes, regardless of what case the ‘head’ noun is in:

v v

Tam 6p1a xena I'épa. A mobmro xeny I'dpa. — The noun I'opa is Genitive regardless of
NOM GEN ACC  Still GEN the Case of the head noun ycend
Gore’s wife was there. I love Gore’s wife

v v

Ha cT101¢ OBITA OYTELIKA BHHA. SAkymian OyTeUIKYy BMHA.  — The noun eund is Genitive regardless of
NOM GEN ACC Still GEN the Case of the head noun 6ymslika

There was a bottle of wine on the table. I bought a bottle of wine
We will call this the ‘Frozen’ Genitive.

On the other hand, regular possessives and possessives of names in -{A} do match the case of the head noun:

Tam Op1a MOS1  JKEHA. S mobfo MoK KeHY — The possessive moui changes Case with
NOM NOM ACC  ACC the head noun scend

My wife was there. 1 love my wife

Tam 65014 VpuHa 10Y6. NOM SBugena VpuHy mods. — Hpun-, derived from a name in -{A},
NOM ACC ACC changes Case with the head noun oous

Ira's daughter was there. Isaw Ira's daughter.

@ Put the noun phrases in the correct form. Use the verb phrase Mbl Buaenu:

Mel Bagenu (your/Clinton’s wife)  [1  Mut siidenu meoio oceny. Mot siidenu xceny Kminmona.

1. his/Vladimir’s wife 2. their/the professor’s car 3. their/the president’s dog

4. her/her sister’s coat 5. Zina’s/her sister 6. Vitalik’s sister

7. a/my bottle of wine 8. a/our my jar of caviar 9. your (Formal)Ivan’s letter
34.A.4 Prepositions used with the Genitive

We have now seen 3 prepositions that take the Genitive. Two of them we’ve known for quite a while, but just
didn’t realize they govern the Genitive: y at,; by, e.g., a y Teds1? (as we will soon find out, Tedsi is the Genitive
form of Te1), and mo until; up to, e.g., no cBUAAHHUI, literally until a rendezvous. The third one, introduced in this
lesson, is U3 from.
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When you learn a preposition you need to learn: 1) the meaning (duh); and 2) what case it governs (i.e., ‘takes’).
Prepositions take the Genitive more than any other case, so if you’re ever in Vegas and about to wager your
tuition at the Case Roulette Table, put your money on Genitive. Still, there are lots of prepositions that take other
cases. And some prepositions take more than one case, depending on the meaning.

Here are examples of all prepositions we’ve seen so far, including the ones that take the Genitive:

PREPOSTION / CASE EXAMPLE
MEANING
Ha 1. on, at Locative Yacpl 1ekAT Ha CTONE.
2. at Accusative DTOT CTPAHHBIH YeTOBEK CMOTPUT Ha TeOA.
s Lin Locative Bparos Hrops ibmad xusyT B Mocksé.,
2. at Accusative 41 6b11 1OMa B ISTh.
3. 0n Accusative Yro TH A¢Iaenb B IMATHUITY ?
w fiom Genitive Mawa ws Agrmm.
R Genitive Jlo cBuzémms (neuter noun ~ NOM: cButaHue rendezvous)
vy oaby Genitive Ayme6s?
346 Asking/Stating Where Someone Comes From

OTkyna Bbl? — A 13 Poccun (1-2)

The question is: OTkyaa Bel/oHA/0HN, etc.? OTkyna is literally whence; from where

The answer is: 51/ oHa / oHn U3 (+ place in the Genitive)

Remember: In Lesson 6, we stated that foreign names in -o, -y, -u, and -e do not decline (i.e., change endings,
regardless of what Case it is). Using place names after 3 is no exception: Mamra u3 Oraifo / Urnn / llepy.

@ Form questions and answers:

Example: Céama (Mocksd) [ Omxyoa Cawa? Cduia uz Mockeuvt.

1. Mama (Mocksa) 2. Koénsa (Munck) 3. Huna (Yukaro) 4. Tamapa (Cubrpn)

5. Bans (IlaTTcOypr) 6. Tans (Opanmus) 7. Hropb (BramuBoctok) 8. Hans (Kiies)

9. Omnér (Kanana) 10. Caéra (Hpro-HopK) 11. Cous (Poccus) 12. Créna (Tenneccn)

13. Be (Ilepy) 14. Bamm ponutenu 15. Ero6 orén (Heto- 16. E€ matp (Mpranaus)
(Pum Rome) lxépcn)
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Lesson 34 — Homework

Ums

2 Exercise1 Fillin the gaps. There are a few nouns you may not have seen yet, but it
shouldn’t matter:

Nominative Singular Accusative Singular Genitive Singular Nom/Acc Plural
PIOK3aKa
MecTa
oyMary
371aHUe
OAHKH
JBEpb
CJIOBAPH
CTIANBHA

2< Exercise2 Complete the sentences by putting something in the Genitive:

1. Kanuron

3. Otkyna Be1? S

B xonomunpuuke TOIBKO

4. Brl Brmenn sxeHy

6. A kymn

CakpaménTto ctoanna (capital)
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g Exercise 3  Put the noun in the correct Case. Everything is possible:

1. [Touemy oH cMOTPUT Ha (MOS KEeHA)
2. Hkpa Ha (cTomn)
3. Mer xuBém B (Ounanénbhus)

4. I'pvima u3 (Cubnips)

5. Mo (cBunanue)

6. Ay (Buranuk) ?
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