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“He used to have 100 houses”
More numbers: 13-100

- Spelling tips

- Two forms for two

- Numbers and Case

r
JAmnanor
PaHbLle y Hero 61510 cTo AOMOB He used to have 100 houses
Ouxér: 1 | 301, orsiTh y TeOs HOBast MamHa? CKONBKO y T€0s1 | Zoya, you have a new car again? How many
2 | mammH? cars do you have?
36s: 3 |'Y mens TOABKO Tpu MamiHbl. OfHA cTapas I only have three cars. One old red German car
4 | KpacHas HeMEIKas MaIlIMHA U JIBE HOBBIX CHHUX and two new (dark) blue Italian cars. But my
5 | UTaNbSHCKUX MalMHEL. A y Moerd Opara brother really has a lot of cars. I think he has
6 |MelCTBATENBbHO OUYCHb MHOTO MamnH. [lo-mOemy, |40 cars. Twenty-three sports-cars and 17
7 |y Herd cOpok MamvH. JBaaIare Tpu COPTUBHBIX | regular’ cars. He, of course, is a great lover of
8 | MAIIMHBI U CEMHAIATH «0OBIKHOBEHHBIX)) sports-cars.
9 |mamuH. OH, KOHEYHO, OOJIBIION THOOUTEIE
10 | CHOPTUBHBIX MAIlIFH.
Ouxér: 11 | A CKOJIBKO Y TBOETO OTIA JOMOB? How many houses does you father have?
30n: 12 | Paupime y Herd 6110 CTO TOMOB, a HEJABHO OH He used to have 100 houses, but recently he
13 | IpOJA MATHAECAT OJIUH JOM. A TIOTOM OH MHE sold 51 houses. And then he gave me (as a
14 | moaapuiJ TPUILATE YeThIpe noMa. Tenéphb y Herd | present) 34 houses. Now he only has 15 houses.
15 | TOIBKO IATHAALATE JTOMOB.
Ouaér: 16 | bequsra! Poor thing!
r
CaoBapsb

(See new numbers in next section.)

6 | IEMCTBUTEILHO

really; in fact; in truth

7 | CIOPTHBHBIHA

sport(s) (adjective)

8 | OOBIKHOBEHHBII

normal; regular (Related to 06s1yn0. Note the mutation of k > 4.)

13 | MHE

Indirect Object (Dative) form of s. We saw this in the story: On nomoran MHe Bo
BcéM. The verb help takes an Indirect Object in Russian. More on this later.)

14 | momapit+ + ACC (thing given) and
Indirect Object (Dative — person to
whom it is given). Don’t worry
about these forms for now.

give as a gift (Use only in the Past for now; Related to mogapox.)




Grammar Lesson 41

41.A More Numbers: 13-100

@ Listen and repeat

13 TPUHAIATH

14 YEeTBIPHAIATh

15 IISITHAATh
g ‘-teen’ = -HaaIaTh

16  mecrHAnUATH i
(All teens stressed on -HAUATH except

17 CEMHALATH , ,
OJMHHAaIIAaTh and ‘-IeTI)IpHaIIHaTI).)

18 BOCEMHAIIATH

19 IEBSITHAIIATE

20 NIBAAIIATH

21 NBAALATH OOUH / OOHO / oqHA

22 ngBanuarh ABa / 1Be ‘~ty’ 1) -muars (20, 30)
30  Tpuamnarh

40  copok

50 nateaecst 2) “-mecst (no b!) (50, 60. 70, 80)
60 LIECTHAECT

70  cémbaecsT

80  BOceMmbuecAT

90  neBsaHOCTO

100 cTo

41.A.1 Spelling Tips for Numbers:
As a general rule, a word may have only one soft-sign.
1) For all numbers 5-30 (except, of course 21, 22, 23, 24) there is a soft-sign AT THE END OF THE WORD.

Thus, the soft-sign in the first part of the numbers 15-19 (nsTh, mecTs, etc.) is lost before the suffix
-HAAUATh: NATHAANATD, IeBATHAALATS, ctC.

2) 50, 60, 70, 80 have their single soft-sign IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WORD, and not at the end, where we
find the suffix -gecsr.

Good mnemonic: After 40, you get soft in the middle! (Don’t laugh — it’ll happen to you.)

3) Copoxk 40, aeBsanocto 90, and cto /00 have no soft-sign anywhere.
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41-n ypok Fpammartuka

? : Question: What’s up with the word copox? Why isn’t there a trace of yeTsIp- in it?
|

| most common explanation is that it refers to a bag that could hold up to 40 fur
5 skins. Hey, that beats the French version of 80, which is ‘4 20s’.

I
|
! Answer: The exact derivation of the Russian word for 40 is somewhat contentious. The !
i |
|
I

41.A.2 Two forms for two
With Masculine and Neuter nouns use /IBQ (a1Ba, A1BAAATH ABa, COPOK IBa, CTO JIBa, ctC.)

With Feminine nouns use IB€ (1Be, IBAAIATH JABE, COPOK JABE, CTO 1BE, etC.)

41.6 Numbers and Case: The fun begins

Russian, along with several other Slavic languages, does some rather strange things with Numbers and Case. It’s
not that the rules themselves are so complicated, it’s just that from the point of view of English, there doesn’t
seem to be any good reason why things are the way they are.

We will only look at Numbers modifying Nominative and Inanimate Accusative Noun Phrases. In other words,
we won’t learn yet how to say / saw his six ex-wives (Animate Accusative) or He bought that for my ten sisters
(Genitive because of gus).

To be honest, even native speakers of Russian sometimes avoid sentences with numbers in cases other than
Nominative and Accusative.

We’ll break things down into three groups, based on the final digit of the number: a) 1; b) 2,3,4; ¢c)>5

41.b.1 1 and numbers ending in 1

The number 1 is actually a Nounjective. In the Nominative and Accusative the ending is the same as the Noun it
is modifying (&, -o, -a), unless a singular Animate Masculine Accusative is involved (and then the Genitive
ending is used: S Biages oqnoré Bpaud). This applies not only to 1, but also to all compound numbers that end
in1 (e.g., 21;41; 671, 831), but NOT 11 (see section (c) below). Note ognn is end-stressed, and contains the
cluster buster u.

1,31,61, ETC. | ADJ AGREES NOUN AGREES
WITH 1 WITH 1

OINH OO0JIBIION CTOJ

OJTHO KpacuBoe 31aHue

OJHA HOBast pyuka

OITHY KPACHYIO KHUTY

JBAANATH OJTNH CKYYHBIH KypHAI

TPUAIATH OTHO crapoe obmexnTHe

CTO OfHA CHUHSA MallHa

COpPOK OJHY KENTYIO KpPOBATH
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Grammar Lesson 41
"""

Some examples of Number Phrases ending with / in the Accusative:

OHna Kyniia IBAANATH OJUH HOBBIA KapaHnant.  She bought 21 new pencils.

MEI BA#EIH CEMBIECAT OMHO OONBIIOE 3IAHUE. We saw 71 big buildings.

[1érs men cto ogHY (paHIy3CKYIO MECHIO. Petya sang 101 French songs.
MB&I BAJIENN CTO TPUANATE OJIHY 3eNEHYIO We saw 131 green doors.
JIBEPb.

It may seem bizarre to have a singular adjective and noun after the number 61 or 9,437,901, but that’s how it’s
done in Russian.

41.b.2 2, 3, 4 and numbers ending in 2, 3, 4

Put the adjective into the Genitive Plural (don’t ask why it’s plural) and the noun into the Genitive Singular (don’t
ask why it’s Genitive). Don’t forget to distinguish between Masculine/Neuter aBa and Feminine aBe:

2,3,4 ADJIN GEN PL NOUN IN GEN SG
aBa / Tpu / 9eTrIpe KPACHBIX KapaHjamna / 31aHus / ciaoBapst
ABe / TpH / 4eTkIpe Xopomux* LIKOJIBI / KYXHU / KPOBATH

* Note: It is possible to find a Nominative Plural adjective with Feminine Nouns following 2, 3, 4: 1Be HOBBIE
MamHbl. Just be aware of this; you’re never “wrong” to use a Genitive Plural adjective. It’s easier to
remember just one ending for all adjectives.

The above rules apply not only to 2, 3, 4, but also to all compound numbers that end in 2, 3, 4 (e.g., 22; 33; 968,
984), but NOT 12, 13, and 14 (see section (c) below).

22,63,104,ETC. | ADJIN GEN PL NouN IN GEN SG
IBAALATH IBa OOJIBIINX noMa / OOIIEKATHS
TPAILATH JIBE JKEIITHIX KHUATH / TBEpH
cOpOK TpHU TUTOXHAX CTyI¢HTa / CTYACHTKH
CTO YEThIpe CHUHUX MOJIOTEHI[A / MAIITHBI

In the Accusative (assuming the noun is inanimate) everything is the same as in the above table:

OH4 kymiiIa MBAIIATE ABA YEPHBIX KapaHaama. She bought 22 black pencils.
Mpe1 BuACT CEMBIECAT TPU HOBBIX 3AHUA. We saw 73 new buildings.

ITéts mren cTo YeThIpe KUTANCKUX TIECHH. Petya sang 104 Chinese songs.
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41-n ypok Fpammartuka

Question: What about nouns like yacs1, which appear only in the plural? They don’t
have a Genitive Singular.

Answer: Good question. Just avoid using these nouns with 2, 3, 4. (After all, do you
really need more than one watch?)

@ Say what Bépa saw:

Bépa Buzena...

1. 101 new pencils 2. 53 boring books 3. 184 Russian stores

4. 152 Japanese (snOHCKHIA) 5. 41 new doors 6. 73 first-class universities
computers

7. 64 black cars 8. 192 old schools 9. 31 tasty cookies

41.b.5 > 5 and numbers ending in S or greater

Numbers (including compounds) that end in 5 or above use Genitive Plural for both adjectives and nouns.

NUMBER 2= 5 ADJ AND NOUN IN GEN PL
AT CKYYHBIX ¢drEMOB
OIMHHAANATE* JIOPOTHUX KHUT
TPUILIATH CEMb CTapBIX KITIOUEH
CTO 00BIINX 3MAHUN

* Note: Even though 11-14 end in the number symbol 1-4, the word onvn, nBa, TpH, YeTwIpe is not
pronounced. Therefore these numbers behave like 5, 6, 17, 40, etc., and take Genitive Plural on both
adjectives and nouns.

As with numbers ending in 2, 3, 4, the Accusative noun phrase with the number keeps the same cases as the
Nominative (assuming that the Accusative noun is inanimate.):

Ona kynuia naTh YEPHBIX KapaHAaeH. She bought 5 black pencils.

MBI BUIEIH CEMBIECAT CEMb HOBBIX 3IAHUMN. We saw 77 new buildings.

[Térs men cTo cOPOK BOCEMb KUTAUCKUX MECeH.  Petya sang 148 Chinese songs.

The strange thing with the above examples is that you have a verb that takes a direct object (which should require
Accusative), yet the adjective and the noun are in Genitive. If it’s any consolation, the number itself is in
Accusative — even if you couldn’t tell. (The same thing applies to a number phrase that is the subject — the
number itself is Nominative, but the adjective and noun are Genitive. Such is life, or at least Russian grammar.)

@ Say what Muwa bought:

1. 96 mediocre printers 2. 58 new sportscars 3. 187 big refrigerators
4. 85 ugly photographs 5. 40 white envelopes 6. 79 small pieces of sausage
7. 66 green towels 8. 100 bottles of beer 9. 38 expensive dictionaries
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Grammar

Lesson 41

Here is a summary of the (bizarre) facts about Numbers and Case:

NUMBER

ADJ

NOUN

l,#sendingin 1 (= 11)

NOM/ACC (inanimate) Singular

2,3,4;#sendingin 2, 3, 4
(# 12,13, 14)

GEN Plural

GEN Singular

>5; #’s ending in =5

GEN Plural
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41-n ypok Fpammartuka
_______________________________]
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Lesson 41 — Homework Ums

&5 Exercise1 Answer the following questions about numbers:

1. Explain where we find (or don’t find) a soft-sign in the spelling of numbers 1-100. Try to list the fewest
groups of numbers possible. Give an example or two from each group.

2. What Case do Adjectives and Nouns appear in after various numbers? (Your answer should be broken down
into 3 groups, with an example for each group. Assume we are talking about either Nominative or Inanimate
Accusative Noun Phrases.)

,@f Exercise 2 Translate into Russian. Try your best to learn the numbers BEFORE doing this
exercise. Otherwise it’s just busy work.

1. 2 red pencils

2. 2 black pens

3. 3 blind mice

4. 4 boring people (think about which noun to use)
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41-1 ypok Homework

5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

5 big dogs

16 green towels

29 difficult exams

43 brown cars

31 important questions

60 bad doctors

59 Russian actresses

73 small bottles of vodka

87 first-class stores

92 lazy geniuses

141 French magazines
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