Ownanoru: “Everybody was asking about you.”
“What time did you get up today? “

“What are you going to do tomorrow?”

FpammaTuka: Introduction to Verbal Aspect

Ouanoru
A. Bce cnpawmnBanu o te6é Everybody was asking about you
Makc: 1 | I'me To1 ObLTA Buepa? Bee cripammBanu o Te6€. Where were you last night? Everybody was
2 | Jaxe Cepéxa cipocun o TeOE. asking about you. Even Serjozha asked about
you.
Jluns: 3 | S cupéna (ObUI4) B KaOMHETE, KaK BCeTaa, U ucana | was sitting (was) in my office, as always, and
4 | yuéOHUK. writing my textbook.
Makec: 5 | A ckOITBKO CTpaHMI TH BUEpa Hamucana? How many pages did you write yesterday?
Juns: 6 | Buepa ObLT XOpoIIwii 1eHb. S Tpu CTpaHUIIBI Yesterday was a good day. I wrote 3 pages.
7 | Hanucana. PaHeIie s TOIBKO OFHY CTPaHUILY B Before I would only write a page per day.
8 | meHb mucana.
b. Bo ckOnbKo Tbl BCTan cerogHA? What time did you get up today?
Baps: 9 | Bo ck0JIbKO THI OOBIYHO BCTAEIIH? (At) what time do you usually get up (in the
morning)?
JIépa: 10 | OOBIYHO 5T BCTAIO B CEMb. Usually I get up around 7.
Baps: 11 | A ceromgus? Bo ckOIbKO ThI BCTAl CErOAH? And today? What time did you get up today?
JIépa: 12 | CeroaHs s BCTal OYEHb MMO3HO, B IEBATh. Today I got up really late, at 9.
Baps: 13 | A KOTJ4 THI BCTABAJ, KOTJIA ThI YYUJICS B IIKOIIE? And when did you get up when you were in high
school?
JIéna: 14 | PambIme st odeHs paHo BcTaBad. S urpan B Tused to get up really early. I played on the
15 | pyTOOIBLHOIM KOMAHIE, B Y HAC KAXKI0C YTPO B football team and every morning at 6 we had
16 | IecTh OBLTA TPEeHUPOBKA. practice.
Baps: 17 | A xorza Tl BCTAHEITH 3aBTpa’? When are you going to get up tomorrow?
JIépa: 18 | 3aBTpa cy000Ta, 3HAYNT 5 MO3THO BCTAHY. Tomorrow’s Saturday, so (= which means) I'll
get up late.
B. UYTto Tbl Oyaewb aénartb 3aBTpa? What are you going to do tomorrow?
Hwuna 19 | Uro THI Oymemib qénaTh 3aBTpa’? What are you going to do tomorrow?
Poma 20 S”TpOM s Oy1y CUIETh I0Ma M 3aHUMAThCS. 3aBTpa | In the morning I'm going to stay home and
21 | y MEHS 9K34MEH 10 PYCCKOMY SI3BIKY. A TOTOM, study. I have an exam tomorrow in Russian.
22 | MOXKET OBITh, 51 HPUToTOBII0 00ea. IlpuayT Mon And then maybe I'll make (=prepare) dinner.
23 | pOOUTENH. My parents are coming (over).

(The grammar explanations in the lesson often refer back to these dialogues. We suggest you remove this page for easy
reference while reading the lesson.)




CnoBapb

FpammaTuka

4 (v X
1 | cripamuBaii+ // cpocu

ask (for information) (See below for explanation of //)

5 | cTpanuia

page

8 | B+ ACC (of time period)
B JICHb; B 4ac

per
per day; per hour

9 | BO CKOJIBKO

at what time; when

15 | pyTOONBHEII

football — Adj.

15 | koMaHaa

team

16 | TpeHHpPOBKa

(athletic) practice

22 | roroBu+ // pu-

cook; prepare

22 | mpuxomu+ //
{npun+ /mpum(&)n+"}  Infinitive: mpuiATh

arrive; come (on foot)

50.A Introduction to Verbal Aspect (Bupa) ||

51-i ypok

(Today’s lesson contains more grammatical explanations and less practice than a normal lesson. Read through
the explanations very carefully. Don’t worry if the notion of Aspect seems very strange. We'll be working on this
for the rest of the year and throughout second-year Russian as well.)

The Good News

Russian, unlike English, has no complicated verb tenses like the Past Anterior, Present Perfect, Present Perfect
Continuous, Past Indicative, etc., etc. Instead, there are just 3 tenses in Russian: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE.

The Not-As-Good News

For the Past and the Future, but not for the Present, most verbs come in what are known as “aspectual pairs”,
consisting of an IMPERFECTIVE (Hecosepménnsiii) and a PERFECTIVE (Cosepmiénnsiii) form. While the rules
for deciding between Imperfective and Perfective in the Past and Future can be complex (often depending on what
aspect of the action the speaker wishes to convey), the rule that only the Imperfective is used for the Present can
be confidently taken to the bank.'

First, let’s look at how Imperfective and Perfective verbs differ (or are similar) in form. After that, we’ll discuss
the difference in meaning between the two aspects.

' In rare, very rare instances, the Perfective can be used to describe an action in the Present.
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51.A.1 Imperfective and Perfective verbs in the different tenses

e Past
IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
IMUCAI HaIIMCAII
BCTaBaJIa BCTAJIA
TOBOPUJIIH CKa3au
Mor cMOT

Both Imperfective and Perfective add -a1, -0, -1, -11 (except, of course, for Greasy Zeke verbs) to form the Past
Tense. So to some extent, you can’t immediately identify the aspect of a Past Tense verb. Tomorrow we’ll discuss
a few guidelines, but there’s no 100% rule.

Note: We have not yet explained how to derive a Perfective stem. For now just be aware that the Perfective uses

a different stem than the Imperfective. (One example: Imperfective muca+; Perfective: manmuca+. Much more on
this later.)

e Present

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE

MUIIY, TALICb, etc.
BCTaro, BcTacIb, etc. DOES NOT EXIST!
TOBOPIO, TOBOPHILIB, etc.

Judging from this chart, you mi§ht conclude that you can always identify a Present Tense verb — it would have the
Present Tense endings (1% or 2™ conjugation) we’ve been practicing since Chapter 2. However, as we’ll see
directly below, verbs with “Present Tense” endings can have a Future meaning.

e Future
IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
OyIy mucartp, OYAeIs MHCATS, etc. HaTHIITY, HATHIIEIIb, etc.
OyIy BCTaBaTh, OY/ICIb BCTABATH, CtC. BCTAHY, BCTAHEIIIb, etc.
OyIy TOBpUTH, OYEIIb TOBPUTS, etc. CKaxy, CKa3elllb, etc.

Here we see that the Imperfective has a “compound Future”, the verb 6ya+ be/will followed by an Infinitive. The
Perfective Future simply conjugates the verb by adding “Present Tense” endings to the stem of the perfective
verb. Technically, we should have called the Present Tense endings we gave back in Chapter 2 “non-Past
endings”. So, if you see just the verbal ending -y, -umsb, -eT, -AT or -10T, etc., you can’t immediately tell what
tense the verb is. If the verb is Imperfective, it’s the Present Tense; if it’s Perfective, it’s the Future:
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e Infinitive

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
IMUCATH HAIINCATH
BCTaBATH BCTaTh
TOBPHUTH CKa3aTh

Technically, the Infinitive is not a tense, but in any case, you can see that both the Imperfective and Perfective
attach -Tb. (We’ll see some other ways to form the Infinitive later on):

***Very Important Note About Our Notation***

In the CroBaps we will always list the Imperfective stem(s) on the left and the Perfective stem(s) on the right,
separated by 2 slashes. In cases where the Perfective simply attaches a prefix, we will list just the prefix. Here are
a few sample entries:

Impf // Perf cnpammBaii+ // cipocit+ | ask (for information)

{BcTaii+ /BCcTaBal+} //

Impf // Perf ,
BCTaH+

get up; wake up

Impf // Perf w/ prefix | awmraii+ // npo- read

In the second example the Imperfective is double-stem verb {Bcraii+” / BcraBaii+}. This is NOT an aspectual pair.
Both stems are Imperfective, with the stem on the left used for the Present, and the stem on the left for the Past
and Infinitive. The Perfective stem (to the right of the /) is BcTan+.

As we mentioned above, we still have not seen exactly how to form a Perfective verb from its Imperfective pair
(or vice versa). We’ll cover that in depth tomorrow.

Summary of the Forms of Imperfective and Perfective Verbs

PAST PRESENT FUTURE
oya+ (will) + Infinitive
As we have learned: ya (will)
IMPF form with -, -51o, -na, -mu S 0yay 3aHUMATHCS.
) MY, TAmens, namer | [ am going to study
mmcal, mmcana, ete. TTHLICM, TIHIICETE, MMIYT | Oy Gyner Bech A€HL CMOTPETH TEIEBA3OP.
He is going to watch TV all day.
Hukrorza! No helping verb. Just conjugate like a
Same endings as for Present-Tense verb:
Imperfective verbs: NOT GONNA DO IT. | Bo ckonbKO Thl BCTAHEHIB 3aBTpa?
PERF. : . )
What time are you going to get up tomorrow:
HaIucajl, Halucama, etc. o N O ' 3aBTpa MPHAYT MOA POIATEIH.
‘ * My parents are coming tomorrow.
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51.A.2  Basic Meaning of Aspect:

Perfective for Single Completed Actions

Use the Perfective in the Past and the Future to indicate a single action that definitely has been/will be
completed. If there is any other information being conveyed (see below) use the Imperfective.

Imperfective — Repeated Actions / Describing Progress of the Action

Some of the most common uses of the Imperfective are:

1.

Present Tense — (a “no-brainer””) Applies to all the uses of the Present: action in progress (He's doing his
homework), general statement (He does his homework every day; I've been living in Moscow for 5 years.)

Repetition/Habit — Actions repeated either on one occasion or over a long period of time appear in the
Imperfective. In line 1 of the dialogue the imperfective cnpammBasmn is used to indicate that over the course
of the evening the action of asking was repeated. Contrast this with the Perfective cmpociua in line 2, where
the action was successfully performed one time. In lines 13 and 14 the Imperfective BcraBaa is used to
describe a habitual action. Again, contrast this with the Perfective BcraAnems and Berdny in lines 17-18,
which describe a single action that (it is assumed) will be successfully completed.

For the Repetition/Habit meaning, even though the action is completed, the repetitiveness “trumps” the
notion of completion and the Imperfective must be used.

State/Activity Verbs — These verbs describe either: 1) the physical position or state a person was (will be) in
or; 2) how a person spent (will be spending) their time. Note that there is no emphasis on accomplishment:

the state (i.e., physical position | On nexanm Ha TUBaHE. He was lying (lay) on the couch.
or condition) a person was /

. . l'onmoBa Buepd Bech AeHB O0IéNa (My) head hurt all day yesterday.
will be in

A Oyny craTh Ha MOIY. I'll sleep on the floor.

how a person spent / will 51 Buepa cMOTPEN TEIIEBU30P. I watched TV yesterday

spend their time 51 6y oy 3aHMMAThCS 3aBTpa BEUEPOM. | I'm going to study tomorrow night..

Mama 6yzner yunthbes B [IpaHCTOHE. | Masha is going to study at Princeton.

M1 xuau B MOCKBE. We lived / were living in Moscow.

Question: In the first part of the Sara story I recall the phrase: f pemiina ogun ceméctp
mo:knTh B Mockse. Is the verb moxkniTe Perfective? If so, how can that be?
Isn’t living in Moscow how she planned on spending her time? This seems
like a prototypical State/Activity Verb. And how can you “accomplish” living
somewhere?

Answer: Like we said, Aspect can be tricky. Yes, moxurs is Perfective. But here the
prefix mo- adds a special meaning — “to do something for a short, limited
time”. It was not her intention to live in Moscow forever, but for a specific
amount of time. Anyway, we’ll get back to this later, but we just wanted to
point out just one example of aspect in the real world.
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51.A.3 More on Choosing between Perfective and Imperfective

To some extent, there (almost always) is no choice. When a native speaker wishes to convey the way they view” a
particular (Past or Future, but not, of course, Present) action, they automatically, instinctively pick the “correct”
aspect. For non-Russians, this process is, sadly, much less automatic and instinctive. Instead, we must rely on
certain keys that indicate something about the nature, the aspect of the action.

e Keys for deciding Aspect

You are not (yet) responsible for any new adverbs [marked with *] in this list. We’ve included them because they
provide very clear examples of the distinction between Imperfective and Perfective. We don’t expect you to
memorize this chart at this point. It’s given for general reference. We’ll cover each of these points in depth later
on.

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
e PRESENT TENSE (trumps everything) e A single, completed act (in the Past or Future)
o English uses -ing form (so-called “continuous”): e A sequence of completed actions:
Yesterday I was reading a book. ]I;Vo/;e up, got out of bed, dragged a comb across my
ead.

Tomorrow I will be fixing my car all afternoon.
* Note that this does not contradict the above key. Even
though more than one action is described, each action

* Do not confuse the -ing of the continuous tense with | itself is a single, completed action.

the -ing found on ‘going’, which is used for simple
Future tense. Thus, the sentence [ am going to open the
door would be translated with a Perfective verb.

While I was eating breakfast, the phone rang.

e With Adverbs indicating: e With Adverbs indicating:
1) repetition/habit: Bcerna, 4acTo, HHOT A, pAHbIIIE, 1) completion: yxé, *Hakouér finally
KRBT (1eHb / MEcL, etc.) 2) “one-timedness”: *omHax el — once (in the Past)

2) duration: n6aro, uCbIii (ACHE), BCIO (HEAEMO) 3) Suddenness: *Bapyr suddenly’, cpasy immediately

3) non-existence of action: HuUKOTIA (HE)

e  After the verb moGn-+: e Perfective Transitive verbs very often have a direct

, , , , object, whereas Imperfective verbs may not
MpI 1106UM CTOSTH Ha OaJIKOHE U KYPUTb.

Contrast Imperfective: f Becb nenp nucan (no direct
object) vs. Perfective: 51 Buepa namucan Tpu nucbma. It
Omna He JIF0OUT 3aHUMATHCS is impossible to say S nHanucan without a direct object
(unless it is clear from context that a direct object is
implied).

51 mr00IIIO YUTATE.

*It’s not a coincidence that the Russian word for Aspect is Bua, which is obviously related to Bume+ see.

? Has no relation to a Bapyr what if.
I
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o Nice test for Perfective — got something X-ed

Use the Perfective form if you can form a sentence with the colloquial English verb got + participle as in [
(finally) got the stupid paper written or I eventually got the room cleaned up. As we see in line 4 of the dialogue,
the Perfective namucaan is used to focus on the completion of the action. The action itself, the writing of the three
pages, probably lasted the entire day, but because the speaker wishes to focus on what she got done the Perfective
is used. The example nicely illustrates that the same activity can be described with different verbs, depending on
what aspect of the action the speaker wishes to emphasize. However, we don’t want to give you the impression
that it’s entirely your choice as to which aspect to use. For almost all situations there is a correct way of
describing the action.

e Aspect = Tense

In the above chart we indicated that English continuous tense (was eating, will be fixing) always corresponds to
the Imperfective. However, as a general rule you canneot associate specific tenses in English (except the Present)
with one or the other aspect. (Believe us, this has been tried by many a student and teacher and it just doesn’t
work.)

e How to “Learn” Aspect

Learning Aspect is different from learning conjugation or declension in that it’s not simply a matter of
memorization and practice. You need to look at a lot of examples, and eventually (with the proper guidance)
you’ll develop a ‘feel’ for aspect. Still, we can tell you from experience that there are a lot of instances where
even very experienced learners of Russian have a hard time with aspect — so don’t worry if this seems hard.

Let’s take a look at the each of the verbs in the dialogues and discuss the aspect. (Be sure you have the first page
of the lesson handy.)

ASPECT REASON
LINE VERB
(IorP) (S/A = “State/Activity”)
, This verb is by nature Imperfective. You can’t complete “being”. It’s
1 ObLIA | ) s
the ultimate state/activity verb.
1 crpAmmBaH | Action was repeated (by everyone) over the course of the evening. Not
a one-time action.
2 CIIPOCHIT P A single, completed action (as opposed to the repeated action in line 1).
3 cuiéna | S/A verb (In what position the person was located.)

S/A verb (How the time was spent. No focus on accomplishing action.
4 nucana | Even though there is the direct object yuéonuxk, there is no indication
that the textbook was completed.)

5 HamcAna P The question focuses on the completion of X number of pages. Also
note that it’s a transitive verb with direct object .

6 OBLI | As in line 1 — no perfective for this verb.

, As in line 5. Almost always if someone asks a question in the perfective

7 Hanucana P : .
the answer should also be in the perfective.

8 nmcana | Habitual action. Same action repeated over a long period of time.

9 BCTAElIb | Present Tense
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_______________________________—___]

10 | Bcrato | Present Tense
One time, completed action. (Since the verb is intransitive, the presence
11 BCTA P ; .
or absence of a direct object makes plays no role.)
12 BeTAT P Answer to a qpestlon containing a perfective verb. Again, a one time,
completed action.
13 BCTaBAT | Habitual action, repeated over a stretch of time.
13 yauiIcs | S/A verb. Provides “background” information.
Same as previous BctaBan in line 13. If the question asks about a
14 BCTaBAJ | habitual action, your answer should (logically) describe a habitual

action.

| S/A verb. Describes how time was often spent. Also, provides

14 urpat “background” information.

16 | Obutd | No perfective.

P One time completed action in the future. Perfective indicates speaker

17 BCTaHeHIb expects action to be completed.

18 BCTAHY P Answer to question containing a perfective verb.

S/A verb. Even though certain actions may be accomplished, there is no

19 62;;[;;[:’ | emphasis on this in the question. It’s simply How will you spend your
A time tomorrow?
20 | 6yxy cunérthb | S/A verb.
S/A verb.
20 (6}'@[}’), | If you really wanted to emphasize that you intend learn a specific
3aHUMATBCA amount or write a specific number of pages, the Perfective would be
used.
2 HOHIOTORIO P One-time completed action in the future. Again, the use of the
p Perfective stresses the intention to complete the action.
2 HpHAYT P 8n; r;[ilgée complete action in the future. The speaker expects his parents
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< Exercise 1  Explain why the verb would be Imperfective or Perfective in Russian. (You don't
have to translate anything, unless you happen to know the verb fo rollerblade.)

1. Iam reading a book.

2. We danced all night.

3. Who stole my car?

4. Tused to wear glasses.

5. llike to travel (aspect of Infinitive).

6.  Where were you?

7. 1 will buy him a new car.

8. My grandfather rollerblades in the park every Wednesday.

51-10



51-1 ypok DomaluHee 3agaHue

0.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I am going to relax during vacation.

Suddenly she opened the door.

Everyone kept asking about you all night.

I was reading an interesting article the other day.

I will finish the paper by 5:00.

Who will feed our elephant while we are away on vacation?

I unlocked the cabinet, grabbed my bazooka, and headed toward the laundromat.
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2<  Exercise 2

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

Nma

Fill in the blank with the correct aspect. Be sure to pay attention to Tense. Recall our

convention, imperfective on the left of the double slashes, perfective on the right.

Omna Buepa

TPH CTPaHHIIBL.

S capiman, yro ToncToi

néBou pykoit (with his left

hand — as far as we know, this is not historically accurate, but it’s good for Aspect.)

Korna ter

3aBTpa’?

Ha 6ynymieit nenéne (next week) st

Yro oHa

B 9:00.

? (Past Tense)

O uéMm Bce

Ha BeueprHke? (Past Tense)

Eci 51 erd yBUKy (will see him) s

A Buepa

B JIBa 4aca.

Pansiue s

B 4ac.

razery.

are not going to drink Ha BE4epUHKE

OHA KX IBINA JEHb

S nro0uro

Buepa s OUYeHb HHTEPECHBIIO CTaTHIO.

Mgl HE

Bepa ényto OYTBUIKY BHHA.

Uro T Buepa? (How did you spend your time?)
Hano KOMHaTy!

Mos MaTh KA&XKIOBIA 1€Hb

MO0 KOMHATY.
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X
nuca+ // Ha-

X
nuca+ // Ha-

{Bcraii+'/BcTaBaii+} //
BCTAaH+

{Bcraii+'/BcTaBaii+} //
BCTAaH+

4 X
roBOpHU+ // CKaza+

r X
rOBOpU+ // CKa3zar

r X
TOBOpU+ // CKa3zar

JIOXKU+...c8 //
{msir+/mér+"}

JIOXKU+...c8 //
{msir+/mér+"}

7w X
MOKYTIAH+ // KyTIi+
YuTAi+ // mpo-
YUTAi+ // po-

{nbﬁ+/nf<1+} // BEI-
(*note stress on prefix)

{nbﬁ+/nf<1+} // BEI-
némnaii+ // c-

youpaii+ //
{yOep+'/ybpa+}

clean; clean up

youpaii+ //
{yOep+'/ybpa+}
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