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/ 54.A  More on Aspect

4 54.A.1

A: “l dialed the wrong number”

How to form aspectual pairs
54.A.2 Aspect of infinitives after verbs of starting

Ovanorun

and finishing

Ouanoru

A. A He TOT HOMep Habpan I dialed the wrong number

Bursa: 1 | (Habupaem nomep) Annd, moxuo Bagrima? (dials the phone) Hello, is Vadim there?

Jlens: 2 | Bl HEe TOT HOMEDP HAOPAIH. You have (dialed) the wrong number.
3 | (Bums ééwaem mpyoKy u HAUUHAEem NidAKamy) (Vitya hangs up the phones and starts to cry.)

Kanna |4 |Ilogemy 161 moBécua TpyOKy? [louemy ThI Why did you hang up (the receiver)? Why are
5 | miavemn? you crying?

Burs: 6 | 51 me ToT HOMEp HabOpai. S yxe Tpu paza Habupan | [ dialed the wrong number. I've already dialed
7 | He ToT HOMep. UTo 3a uépt! S emé onuH pa3 the wrong number three times. What the devil is
8 | MO3BOHIO, a écIM OMAITh HAOEepy He TOT HOMED, 5 going on? I'll going to call one more time, and
9 | 00xbBIIE HE Oy Ty 3BOHUTH CETOTHSI. if I dial the wrong I'm not going to call

anymore today.
B. Ox Hauan neTb camyro nocnéaHioro nécHo He began to sing his very latest song

Mapuna: | 10 | ZKaab, uTo Te0si HE OBUTO HA KOHIEPTE BUEpa It’s a shame that you weren’t at the concert last
BéuepoM. bruto 3ameudTenspHO! night. It was great.
Ipoma: |11 |/la, Ho uTO )¢ némats? Kakue nécHu oH men? Yeah, but what can you do? What songs did he
sing?
Mapuna: | 12 | CHaudma oH Cel MO0 JTIO0NMYTO TIECHIO a TIOTOM | (4¢) first he sang my favorite song and then he
13 | mesr HECKOIBKO CTAPHIX MECEH. sang a few old songs.
IIpoma: |14 | A Ha Ouc? And for the encore?
Mapmuna: | 15 | Ha Ouc oH HA4an meTh camyro MOCIENHION MECHIO, | For the encore he started to sing his very latest
16 | HO Bce cTAMM KpUIATh «ByMAXKHBIN CONIAT» M OH | song, but everyone started to yell “Paper
17 | cormacmics e€ cietb. Korga oH KOHUMI e€ 11eTh, | Soldier” and he agreed to sing it. When he
18 | Bce BCTAIIM M AOJITO aTuIOAUPOBAJIH. finished singing it everyone got up and
applauded for a long time.
CnoBapb
| | Habupaii+ // {nabep+/ Habpa+} |dial (a phone)
3 | Bémaii+ // moBécH+ hang (up)

3 | TpyOKa

telephone receiver

&9 ’ X
3 | HaunHAW+ // {HayH+ / Ha4a+}
(Past: Hauau, -1a, HAYaIH)

start; begin (Either an Infinitive or a noun may follow this verb. [Ipogéccop
HAadan mucatk. [Ipodéccop Hadgan ypox.)

7 | 4TO 3a 4€pT

What the devil (is going on)?

8 | 3Bonu+ // mo-

next week.)

call; telephone (The person you’re calling is in the Dative, which we start learning

KaJlb

it’s a pity, it’s a shame
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15 | buc Encore! (This is what people yell out to encourage the performer to give an
encore.)
Ha Ouc for the encore
17 | ctan+ + Infinitive start; begin to (This verb appears only in the Perfective in this meaning.)

18 | cornamaii+...cst / cornacu+...csi | agree (to do something)
+ Infinitive

19 | KOHYAk+ // KOHYH+ finish (Either an Infinitive or a noun may follow this verb. IIpodéccop kOHumI
néTh mucatk. [Ipodéccop Hayan ypox.)

20 | 7ONITO for a long time

50.A  More on Aspect: Forming Aspectual Pairs

There are three ways (two common / one rare) to form Aspectual pairs: 1) Add a prefix to the Imperfective stem;
2) Change the “insides” of the stem; 3) Use completely different stems.

1. Add a prefix (not of your choice) to a non-prefixed Imperfective verb to form the Perfective:

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
Unprefixed Prefixed

uca+ HAIHCA+

YUTAN+ TPOYUTAN+
3BOHH+ HO3BOHU+

BHIE+ YBHIIE+

Jénmam+ caenan+

{mpii+" / T+ } {BBINBI+ / BBITH+}
MOr+ cMoTr+

TOTOBU+ TPUTOTOBH+
TpaTu MOTPATH+

Ty TH+ HONTyTH+

There is just one exception to this. For the verb buy the Imperfective has a prefix, while the Perfective does not:
HOKYNA#i+ // Kyni+,

? | Question: How can you tell whether a verb is non-prefixed?

many prepositions (Ha, y, B, ¢) also are prefixes. Other common prefixes
include: mo- and npmu-.

|
|
Answer: Fair question. In general, it seems pretty obvious, at least to us. As a rule, :
|
I
|

i Question: How can you predict which prefix to add?

i Answer: Basically, you can’t. You have to memorize which verb takes which prefix.
E Sorry. Hint: by far the most common Perfective prefix is mo-.
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Question: Does the prefix add a meaning? I seem to recall two verbs with similar stems
but totally different meaning — {oTKpOii+/ OTKpPBI+} open vs. {3akpoii+/
3akpel+} close. It seems that the prefixes or- and 3a- have a meaning.

Answer: Excellent question. The answer is: it depends. You’re absolutely correct, in the
pairs {oTKpO¥+/ OTKPBI+} Vs. {3aKkpoii+/ 3akprI+} the prefixes do have a
distinct meaning. And later on we’re going to look at the meanings of various
prefixes. However, the prefixes added to a non-prefixed Imperfective stem to
form the Perfective do not add any other meaning.

Change the Aspect of the sentences. (You will need the list of verbs found on pages 52-5/6 for
the exercises in this lesson.)

From Imperfective > Perfective: ]
From Perfective > Imperfective: H

A xaxcovit 0oenv VERB > 3aempa s VERB
Buepa Mawa VERB > Panvwe Mawa uacmo VERB

1. Mama KaXaplii 1eHb TOTOBUAT 00€E. 2. OH K&XKIBIH TeHb MTBET OYTBUIKY ITHBA.

3. M x&xnapiit 1eHb né1ar0 JOMANTHIO padoTy 4. Onn K&XIBIN ACHD MAITYT TPH CTPAHUIIEL.

5. MpbI K&XaBIH ICHb YIUM CIIOBA. 6. Mo oTéI1 KaXKIBIA I€Hb YATAET CTATHIO.

2. Change the “insides” of the verb.

As arule, here the Imperfective form is longer than the Perfective. (Contrast this with the above, where the
Perfective form was longer — due to the presence of a prefix). Note that the pairs can have either different vowels
(3aKdHumBaii+ vs. 3aK6HUN+) Or consonants (cHpALIMBAaii+ vs. clpoci+) in their stems — the change in consonant
mirrors the mutation found in the Present Tense. (Technically, this operation is known as Imperfective Derivation.
The exact rules for this are a bit complex and not worth going into at this point. Wait until second-year.)

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
permraii+ pem+
3aKAHYMBaK+ 3aKOHYH+
HaOupan+ {Habep+'/ Habpa+}
OTKPBIBAM+ {OTKp O+ /OTKPEI+}
Opocaii+ Opocu+
CIIpAIIHBaii+ CHIPOCH+

Note that all the Imperfective forms are aji-stems and that none of the corresponding Perfective verbs are
aii-stems. Recall that we did see a few Perfective -aii+ verbs above, such as caénaii+ and mpounTaii+, but their

Imperfective did not have a prefix.

52-3
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gb Change the Aspect of the sentences.

From Imperfective > Perfective: ] A mobuo VERB > 3asempa s VERB
From Perfective > Imperfective: ] Buepa Mawa VERB > Mawa nuxoeod neVERB
1. 5 1106710 p4HO BCTABATH. 2. Myma 1100UT OTKPBIBATH MarasyH.

3. MbsI 100UM paccKa3biBaTh O pycckoi rpammaruke. 4. Mosi MaTh JIFOOUT MOKYNIATH XJieO.

5. Kona miobut npurnamare apy3e€i. 6. OnM T00ST YroBApHUBATh JIOAEH OPOCUTH KYPUTH.

3. Use completely different stems for the Imperfective and Perfective. This is relatively rare.

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
TOBOPH+ cKa3at
{Gep+'// Opa+} {BO3BM '+ / B35+ }
TTOHUMAM+ {moiim+"/ mons+} (Past: mOHsN, -114, -11)
JIOXKU+..CSL {msir+/ nér+"} (Inf.: néun)

@ Change the Aspect of the sentences.

From Imperfective > Perfective: S gacto VERB > 34Btpa 1 VERB

From Perfective > Imperfective Buepa Mama VERB > Panpmie Mama yacro VERB

1. 4 yacro 10XyCh B Yac. 2. Ouna gacTo O6epéT KHATH U3 OMOIUOTEKH.

3. A dacro roropro emy (Dative — to him) 06 3Tom 4. Omunn gacro e moauMarot Hac. (Don’t use negative

in Perfective Future.)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

? : Question: Do you actually mean to tell me that we have to learn two, I repeat two,
! versions of each verb?

really say that you know a verb unless you know both the Imperfective and the |
Perfective forms.

|
|
i i
i Answer: Yes. @ We don’t expect you to memorize on the spot every corresponding :
! pair of every single verb we’ve had so far. Still, to some extent, you can’t !
| |
| |
| |
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Forming Aspectual Pairs - Summary

There are three methods for going from an Imperfective to a Perfective verb:

IMPERFECTIVE PERFECTIVE
1. Add a (specific) prefix to the un-prefixed mica+ Hammca+
Imperfective to form the Perfective auTAi+ pOYHTAIf+
némaii+ crénan+
BHJIC+ yBHIE+
2. Using the same root but a different verbal {Bcraii+/ BcTaBali+} | BCTAH+
suffix, often accompanied by change in
consonant and vowel alternations (All and only | cnpammsaii+ CHIPOCH+
Imperfective verbs are aii-stems):
3. Using a totally different-looking verb TOBOpHU+ cKasa+
altogether: TOXKH+. ..CS {nér’+/mir+}

What we expect of you ...

We’re not so cruel as to expect you to instantly memorize the Aspectual pairs of every single verb we’ve had so
far. Here we’ve listed what we think are 30 of the most important verbs we’ve had, and which we do expect you
to learn (i.e., will appear on exams). Over the rest of the year we’ll provide the “missing” pair for verbs we’ve
had in previous lessons.

Note that this list contains one or two verb types that we have not yet discussed. Naturally we do not expect you
to learn these before we discuss them.

Group 1: Imperfective is prefixless, Perfective is prefixed:

BHIIC+ y- see (Perf also has meaning catch sight of)

TOTOBU+ pu- prepare; make; cook

némaii+ c- do; make

3BOHU+ Io- call; telephone (Perf has meaning reach or
intent to reach by phone)

Mor+" c- can, be able

HI/ICZXH Ha- write

{moi+"/mé+} c- sing

{Hbﬁ+/nﬁ+} BEI- (Note stress) drink (Perf also has meaning drink up)

CJIBIIIIA+ y- hear (Don’t confuse with ciymaii+ listen)

CMOTpéJr Ha ACC T10- (take a) look at

tpartu+ Ha ACC 1o- spend (money, time) on something

yl{ﬁ+ BEI- (Note stress) study; learn (Perf has meaning finish
learning; successfully learn)

menoBa-+(...cs) To- to kiss (each other).

YUTANH+ po- read (Perf has the meaning read through)

52-5
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Group 2:

Pairs in which the verbs share the same prefix and the same root, but differ in their suffixes. The

Imperfective is always an -aii+ verb. The Perfective never is. *Possible changes in stem vowel and
consonant mutation in the Imperfective:

{BcTaii+'/ BcTaBaii+} BCTaH+ get up,; wake up
3a0BIBAT+ {3a0yx+ / 3a0b1+} forget
3aKAHYHMBaH+ 3aKOHYH+ finish
3aKphIBA+ {3akpOit+ / 3aKpbI+} close
OTKPBIBAH+ {oTKpOIi+ / OTKPBI+} open

OIIMOAN+. ..cq

omm6u-+...cs (Present is 1%
conj.: omu0ycCh, -0&MIbCS;
Past: omn6cs, -nack, -IKUCh

be mistaken

X Y
nokasa+ pykou Ha ACC

MOKA3bIBa+ pyKOH Ha point
ACC
MOKYTIAH+ KyTIH + buy
MIpUrIAAi-+ npUriach+ invite
pacckaswiBaii+ DAT o pacckasar tell, narrate
PREP
peraii+ pemm+ decide
crpammBaii+ koro (0 uéM) | crpoci ask someone (about something)
yroBapusaii+ koro + Inf. YTOBOPH-+ convince someone to do something
YIIBIOAH+. . .co YIBIOHY+. ..CS smile
Group 3: Pairs in which the verbs have totally different roots:
TOBOpH+ CKa3ar speak; talk
JIOXKU+. ..CS {msir+/nér+"} got to bed; lie down
TTOHUMAK+ {moiim+" / monst-} (Past: understand
MOHST, -J14, TOHSIIH)
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52.A.2 Imperfective Infinitive after verbs of starting and finishing
One absolute rule about the Aspect of Infinitives (NO exceptions)

After the verbs begin ndunnaii+ // {Haun+'/nava+} (cran+ which is Perfective, also means start, begin) and finish
KOHYAT+ // k6Hum+, only an Imperfective Infinitive is found. Note that the start and finish verbs themselves can
be either Imperfective or Perfective.

Korné Bel HA9amu KypuTh? When did you start to smoke?

Korpa s yurincst Ha mépBoM Kypce, st CTall IuTh. When I was a freshman I started to drink.

Mpb1 KOHUMITY UTPATH B TIaxMatel B 7:00 We finished playing chess at 7:00.

51 3aBTpa HAYHY MUCATH TUCCEPTALIMIO. I’'m going to start writing my dissertation tomorrow.
Kornia oH KOHYHUT METh, 1 HAYHY 3aHUMATBCS.  When he finishes singing, I'll start to study.

CTynéHTh HAUMHAIOT YYUTHCA B CEHTSIOPE The students are starting school in September.

gb Translate into Russian:

1. He started to dance. 2. We finished playing chess at 6:00.
3. When did she start to drink? 4. When will you finish the article?
5. The musicians started the concert. 6. Masha is starting to speak.
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,gj YnpaxHéHue 1  You should spend time updating your index cards, lists, etc., filling in the
Aspectual pairs of the verbs we’ve covered so far.

2<  YnpaxHénue 2 What are the three ways in which an Imperfective verb can differ from a
Perfective. Provide two examples of each (Try to do this exercise without
simply copying pairs from the examples):

,gj YnpaxHéHue 3  Pick nine verbs from today’s dialogues, identify and explain the Aspect,
provide the Aspectual pair and explain which of the three operations identified
in YnpaxHéHnune 2 was used in deriving the pairs (Pick at least 1 Impf and Perf
Past, 1 Present, 1 Impf and Perf Future, and 1 Infinitive):
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