
 
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

59-1 

Диалог 
“He turned 50 in October” 

Грамматика 
59.A A few time expressions – old and new 
59.Б More on the word year in Russian 
59.B Age expressions 
  59.B.1   Asking/expressing age 
  59.B,2   Expressing age in the Past and Future 
  59.B.2   Turning an age 
  59.B.3   Guesstimating age 

Диалог 
 

В октябрЎ емѓ испђлнилось пятьдесјт (лет)     He turned 50 in October 
 
Алёша: 1 Скђлько лeт твоeмѓ отцѓ? How old is your father? 

Надя: 2  
3 

На прђшлой недЎле eмѓ испђлнилось 
пятьдесјт (лeт). 

He turned 50 (years old) last week. 

Алёша: 4 А сколько лет твоемѓ дјде? How old is your uncle? 

Надя: 5 МЌминому брЌту Џли пЌпиному? My mom’s brother or my dad’s? 

Алёша: 6 МЌминому. Your mother’s. 

Надя: 7  
8 

На слЎдующей недЎле емѓ испђлнится 
шестьдесјт одЏн (год). 

Next week he’ll be 59 (years old). 

Алёша: 9 А твоЎй тёте, пЌпиной сестрЎ? And your aunt, your dad’s sister? 

Надя: 10 
11 

В прђшлом годѓ ей испђлнилось сђрок два 
(гђда). 

She turned 42 (years) last year. 

Алёша: 12 А твоЎй млЌдшей сестрЎ МЌше, скђлько ей лет? And your younger sister Masha, how old is she?

Надя: 13 Ей пятнЌдцать (лет). She’s 15 (years old). 

Алёша: 14
15 

Ей тђлько пятнЌдцать лет? Я бы дал ей лет 
восемнЌдцать. 

She’s only fifteen? She looks to me to be around 
18. 

Надя: 15
97 

Все так говорјт. Нет, в декабрЎ ей испђлнилось 
тђлько пятнЌдцать (лет). 

Everybody says that. No, she turned just 15 
(years old) in December. 

Алёша: 18 А скђлько тeбЎ лeт? And how old are you? 

Надя: 19 ЖЎнщин об этом не спрЌшивают. (One) does not ask women about that. 

 
Словарь 
1 скђлько лет + Dat how old is PERSON (See 59.B.2) 
1 год  

 Loc Sg: в годѓ  
 Irreg. Gen Pl: лет 

year (See 59.Б) 

2 прђшлый 
 на прђшлой недЎле 

previous; last 
last week (See 59.A) 

2 испђлни+...ся кому ## turn (a certain age) (See 59.B.2below.) 
4 дјдя  uncle 
7 слЎдующий 

 на слЎдующей недЎле 
next 
next week 

9 тётя  aunt 
11 Я бы дал(Ќ) комѓ ## PERSON seems to me to be ## years old. (lit.: I would give person about ## years)
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19 спрЌшивают one asks; are asked (Here the они-form is used without a pronoun to indicate an 
unspecified subject. English uses they or one the same way, e.g.: They’re coming 
to take me away …Often such sentences may be rendered by a Passive phrase in 
English:  Women are not asked such questions.) 

 

59.А Time Expression: Review and New 
 
• Review:  
 
1) To say what time, or what day something takes place, use в + ACC. Note that while the form of час, -Ќ, -ђв 
vary, the number itself (два, шесть, etc.) is ACC. 
 

Я встал в два часЌ. I got up at 2:00. 

Они приЎдут часђв в шесть. They’ll arrive at around 6:00. 

 
В эту пјтницу у меня свидЌние с МЏтей. I have a date with Mitya this Friday. 

В суббђту мы Ўздили в Нью-Йђрк. We went to NY on Saturday. 
 
But note the preposition на + ACC in the following expression: 
 

На слЎдующий день они пригласЏли нас в ресторЌн. The next day they invited us to a restaurant. 
 
2) To say what month something takes place, use в + PREP 
 

В мЌрте она стЌла курЏть. She started to smoke in March. 

В этом мЎсяце у меня мнђго рабђты. I have a lot of work this month. 

В слЎдующем мЎсяце я вернѓсь в РоссЏю. I will return to Russian next month. 
 
• New: 
 
3) To say what week something takes place, use на + PREP. Notice that in English NO PREPOSITION (or 
any word for that matter) is used: 
 

На прђшлой недЎле у меня бѕло пять экзЌменов. I had five exams last week. 

На этой недЎле я кЌждый день бѓду вставЌть в семь. I’m going to get up at 7:00 every day this week. 

На слЎдующей недЎле я испекѓ тебЎ торт. I’ll bake you a cake next week. 
 
4) To say what year something takes place in, use в + PREP. Note that the word год has -ѓ in the 
Prepositional. 
 

В этом годѓ она ест мнђго шоколЌда. She’s been (= She is) eating a lot of chocolate this 
year. 

В прђшлом годѓ я учЏлся в МосквЎ. I studied/went to school in Moscow last year. 

В слЎдующем годѓ он кѓпит нђвую машЏну. I’m going to buy a new car next year. 
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Summary of time expressions with prepositions 
 

MEASUREMENT 
OF TIME FORM  

Less than a week: в + ACC в час; в какђй день?; в срЎду 

A week: на + PREP на прђшлой / ітой / слЎдующей недЎле 

More than a week: в + PREP в мЌе; в какђм годѓ 
 
   
  

 Say when the event took (takes/will take) place. Put the time expression at the beginning. 
 
1. Они почЏстят ковёр. (next week) 2. Мы ходЏли на вѕставку. (on Tuesday) 
3. У меня бѕло свидЌние с Верой. (last week) 4. Я никогдЌ не занимЌюсь. (this year) 
5. Я схожѓ в магазЏн и куплї шоколЌдное молокђ. 

(at around 6:00) 
6. Мои родЏтели мне подЌрят нђвую машЏну. 

(next year) 
7. Лена вернѓлась в РоссЏю. (last year) 8. Мы Ўздили в Москвѓ (in March) 
9. Я кЌждый день обЎдал в столђвой. (this week) 10. Вера его брђсила. (the next day) 
 
 
 
 
 

59.Б  More on the word year in Russian 
 
Above we learned that the Prep Sg of год year is годѓ. The Gen Sg гђда is used as expected after 2, 3, 4. 
 
The Gen Pl, however, is лет (It’s comes from the Gen Pl of лЎто summer). This will be used for ≥5: 
 

NUMBER EXAMPLES YEAR  (CASE/#)
(ending in) 1 один, двЌдцать один, трЏдцать один, сто сђрок один … год (Nom Sg) 

(ending in) 2, 3, 4 пятьдесјт два, шестьдесјт три, сЎмьдесят четѕре … гђда (Gen Sg) 

(ending in) ≥5 пять, десять, одЏннадцать, девянђсто, сто, тѕсяча … лет (Gen Pl) 
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59.В Age in Russian  
 
59.В.1  Asking/expressing age 
 
Here is the basic formula: 
 

Person in the Dative + Number + Year (год/гђда/лет) 
 
Some examples: 
 
 PERSON (IN DAT) + NUMBER + YEAR 
МоЎй мЌтери сђрок вђсемь лет My mother is 48 (years old). 

Моемѓ стЌршему брЌту двЌдцать один год My older brother is 21 (years old). 

Мне девятнЌдцать лет I’m 19 (years old). 

Емѓ двЌдцать три гђда He’s 23 (years old). 

МЌше трЏдцать четыре гђда Masha’s 34 (years old). 

 
 
To ask the question How old is Person ? use Скђлько лет + {person in the Dative}?  
 
In the answer you can often leave out the word год/гђда/лет  (since it’s pretty clear what you’re talking about.) 
 
 
    one or the other 
СКОЛЬКО + {PRONOUN  +} YEAR {+ NOUN} 

Скђлько  лет твоЎй тёте? How old is your aunt? 

Скђлько  лет вЌшему дјде? How old is your uncle? 

Скђлько тебЎ лет?  How old are you? 

Скђлько ей лет?  How old is she? 

  
 Say how old the person is. The question Скђлько лет... will be repeated each time. 

 
1. ты / 19 2. он / 23 3. она / 16 4. ВЌдик / 40 
5. Вера / 33 6. мой младший брат / 7 7. моя старшая сестра / 28 8. его отец / 50 
9. её мать / 43 10. эта стрЌнная жЎнщина / 

100 
11. Ѓльцин / 68 12. моя собака / 5 
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59.В.2  Expressing age in the Past and Future 
 
Use бѕло (был if одЏн is involved) or бѓдет: 
 

КогдЌ Боре бѕло десять лет, он эмигрЏровал из 
РоссЏи в АмЎрику. 

 Borya emigrated from Russia to America when he 
was 10 

Сколько тебЎ бѕло лет, когдЌ ты написЌл эту кнЏгу? How old were you when you wrote this book? 

Я нЌчал игрЌть в шЌхматы, когдЌ мне бѕло лет семь. I started playing (= to play) chess when I was 7. 

КогдЌ мне бѓдет сорок лет, я бѓду рабђтать в 
престЏжном клѓбе в ПрЏнстоне. 

When I am (= will be) 40, I will be working in a 
prestigious eating club at Princeton. 

 

 Question: What is up with this lack of agreement between the verb and numbers >1? 
Why is the verb Neut Sg? The last time I checked 2, 5, 10, 90 were more than 
1, hence, plural. 

 Answer: Verb agreement with numbers in Russian (and all of Slavic) is a кошмЌр. We 
admit it. Even Russians don’t know which form is really ‘correct’. (Just like 
with impersonal short-form adjectives like хђлодно, скѓчно, etc., the Neut Sg 
is used by ‘default’.) 

 
 
 
59.В.3  Turning an age 
 
To express turning an age, use the verb испђлни+…ся in place of a form of be:  
 
With years ending in 1 + год, the verb will agree with it in the 3rd person MASC Sg.  
With ALL OTHER NUMBERS, it will be in the 3rd person NEUT Sg.  
  
 
• Past Tense 
 
Person in DAT + испђлнилось (испђлнился with один год) + Number + Year 
 

В мЌе ей испђлнилось два гђда. She turned two in May. 

В январЎ мне испђлнилось сђрок лет. I turned 40 in January. 

В иїле емѓ испђлнился девянђсто одЏн   год. He turned 91 in July. 

В апрЎле Юле испђлнился двадцать одЏн год. Julia turned 21 in April. 
 
 
• Future Tense 
 
For ALL ages use the 3rd Sg: испђлнится. This verb is Perfective, which means it has FUTURE MEANING, 
even though it uses PRESENT ENDINGS. You can also use бѓдет to express turning an age, which is more 
colloquial (same in English: In a week she’ll be (= turn) 21.) 
 

КогдЌ тебЎ испђлнится / бѓдет двадцать лет? When will you be (turn/ be) 20? 

В январЎ ей испђлнится / бѓдет тридцать один год. She turns (= will turn / will be) 31 in January. 
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  Say how old person turned / will turn (Pay attention to tense and watch for the variations in the 
Future): 

 
1. April / я / 20 (Fut – turn) 2. August / Аня / 23 (Past) 3. October / ОлЎг / 30 (Past) 
4. December / Настя / 18 (Fut – 

turn) 
5. May / Таня / 48 (Past) 6. January / Ира / 51 (Fut – be) 

7. June / Стасик / 41 (Past) 8. March / Соня / 10 (Fut – turn) 9. September / она / 60 (Fut – be) 
10. February / Витя / 27 (Past) 11. November / я / 100 (Fut – be) 12. July / его мать / 62 (Past) 
 
 
 
59.В.4  Guesstimating age 
 
When guesstimating (i.e., approximating) years, hours, etc., THE NOUN AND THE NUMBER SWITCH 
PLACES. That is why in this particular expression the noun precedes the number. 
 
The formula is: Я бы дал(Ќ) + Person in Dat + Year (год/гђда/лет) + Number 
 
Again, when it's clear that you're talking about age, you can leave out the noun год/гђда/лет. 
 
Я БЫ ДАЛ(Ђ) PERSON 

(DAT) 
(YEAR) NUMBER  

Я бы далЌ ей (гђда) двадцать три. She looks like she’s about 23 (years old). 

Я бы дал емѓ (лет) двадцать. He looks like he’s about 20 (years old). 

Я бы далЌ ТамЌре (лет)  сорок. I would say Tamara’s about 40 (years old). 

Я бы дал твоемѓ дрѓгу (год) двадцать один. Your friend looks about 21 (years old). 

 
 
So, before you say год (-1) or гђда (-2/-3/-4) or лет (-5/-6/-7, etc.), you have to know what number you’re about 
to say. However, since you’re most likely to estimate ± 5, лет is by far the most commonly found form of years. 
 
 
  Guesstimate the person’s age: 
 
1. Он / ~20 2. Она / ~30 3. Вера / ~45 
4. ВЌдик / ~10 5. Галя / ~50 6. Твой брат / ~15 
7. Твоя сестрЌ / ~23 8. Љтот мужчЏна / ~40 9. Љта жЎнщина / ~60 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Give the ages of 3 people including: you (required), your parents, siblings 
 
1.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 УпражнЎние 2  Indicate when 2 of the people mentioned above turned / will turn a certain age. 
(Do one in the Past, one in the Future): 

 
1.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.   

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 УпражнЎние 3  Guesstimate the age of the following people (using full sentences): 
 
1.  Наш протЏвный профЎссор рѓсского языкЌ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  ИвЌн (your beloved AI) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  ПрезидЎнт ТЏлман (last name doesn’t decline because it’s female) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Мадђнна (the singer/”actress” – does decline) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 УпражнЎние 3  Translate into Russian: 
 
1. Last week Vera threw a party, and next week we’re going to throw a party. 

 

 

2. Last year my relatives went to (Ўзди+)  Russia. 

 

 
 


