
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

60-1 

Диалоги
 “Do you envy rich people?” 

Грамматика 
60.A The Dative Plural 
60.Б More verbs that unexpectly take the Dative  
60.В Prepositions that take the Dative 

Диалог 
 
 Ты завЏдуешь богЌтым лїдям?          Do you envy rich people? 
 
СлЌва 1  

2  
3 

Комѓ ты завЏдуешь? Ты завЏдуешь богЌтым 
лїдям? Я дѓмаю, все богЌтые лїди очень 
счЌстливы. 

Who(m) do you envy? Do you envy rich people? 
I think that all rich people are very happy. 

Ђня 4  
5  
6  
7  
8   

БогЌтым я не осђбенно завЏдую.  Я завЏдую 
тђлько моЏм сосЎдкам по кђмнате. Они никогдЌ 
не занимЌются, по четвергЌм и суббђтам хђдят во 
все клѓбы, но всё равнђ они получЌют хорђшие 
отмЎтки. А ты комѓ завЏдуешь? 

I don’t particularly envy the rich. I only envy my 
roommates.  They never study, on Thursdays 
and Saturdays they go to all the clubs, but they 
still (= nevertheless) get good grades. And you, 
who(m) do you envy? 

СлЌва 9 
10 
11 
12  

Я очень завЏдую везѓчим студЎнтам, котђрые 
слѓшают курс рѓсского языкЌ. Говорјт, что это 
потрясЌющий курс!  Все студЎнты прђсто в 
востђрге от этого кѓрса! 

I really envy the lucky students who are taking 
Russian. They say (it is said) that it’s a fantastic 
course!  All the students are simply in ecstasy 
over that course.  

Ђня 13 
14 

Ты шѓтишь, что ли? Я очень сочѓвствую ітим 
бЎдным студЎнтам.. 

Are you joking, or something? I really 
sympathize with those poor students. 

 
Словарь 
 
1 завЏдова+ // по- + Dat envy 

1 богЌтый rich; wealthy 

3 счЌстлив /-а, -ы happy 

6 по + day in Dat Pl on (See explanation below.) 

7 всё равнђ still; nevertheless; despite all that; anyway 

7 получЌй+ // получи×+ receive; get 

8 отмЎтка 
 отмЎтка по + Dat 

grade (in school) 
grade in a course 

9 везѓчий lucky 

11 потрясЌющий fantastic 

13 сочѓвствова+ (No Perf) + Dat sympathize with (Note Case!) 

14 бЎдный poor (in several sense: 1) without money; 2) worthy of pity) 
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60.А Dative Plural 
 
Like the Prepositonal Plural, the Dative Plural is completely regular (and in fact differs from the Prepositional 
Plural only in the final consonant – м vs. х.) 
 

Adjectives / Nounjectives Nouns 

-{I}м -{A}м 
 

NOM SG (DICTIONARY FORM) DATIVE PLURAL 
 этот инострЌнный полЏтик  ітим инострЌнным полЏтикам 
 твой дорогђй словарь΄  ко твоЏм дорогЏм словарјм 
 мой послЎдний ключ΄  моЏм послЎдним ключЌм 
 это красЏвое мЎсто  по ітим красЏвым местЌм 
 ваше лѓчшее сочинЎние  вЌшим лѓчшим сочинЎниям 
 мђкрое полотЎнце  мђкрым полотЎнцам 
 Галина большЌя кнЏга  ГЌлиным большЏм кнЏгам 
 такая хорђшая фотогрЌфия  такЏм хорђшим фотогрЌфиям 
 какая длЏнная ђчередь  какЏм длЏнным ђчередям 
 Ритина дочь  РЏтиным дочерјм 
 нЌши родЏтели  к нЌшим родЏтелям 
 ваши мЌленькие дЎти  вЌшим мЌленьким дЎтям 

 
 
 
 
 
  Form the Dative Plural of these nouns: 
 
1. клуб 2. кнЏга 3. письмђ 4. дверь 
5. человЎк (think!) 6. здЌние 7. фотогрЌфия 8. студЎнт 
9. от(Ў)ц 10. газЎта 11. общежЏтие 12. рубль΄ 
13. задЌние 14. америкЌнец 15. мать 16. карандаш΄ 
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60.Б More Verbs That Unexpectedly Govern the Dative 
 
Here are two more verbs that unpredictably govern the Dative: 
 

завЏдова+ // по-    envy 
 
сочѓвствова+    sympathize with  (No preposition needed!) 

 
Я тебЎ очень завЏдую! I really envy you! 

Он не завЏдует бЎдным студЎнтам в ПрЏнстоне. He doesn’t envy the poor students at Princeton. 

Я ей очень сочѓвствую. I really sympathize with her. 

Все сочѓвствуют егђ бЎдной женЎ. Everyone sympathizes with his poor wife. 
 
  Add water. Use Present Tense unless prompted otherwise: 
 
1. Я / завЏдова+ / его сёстры 2. Он / сочѓвствова+ / нЌши дЎти 3. Никто / завЏдова+ / эти 

студЎнты 
4. Они / завЏдова+ / его дђчери 5. Мы / сочѓвствова+ / бЎдные 

актрЏсы. (Past) 
6. Кто / завЏдова+ / его бѕвшие 

жёны 
7. Маша / завЏдова+ / СЌшины 

друзьј (Past) 
8. Я / сочѓвствова+ / вы 9. Вы / завЏдова+ / я? 
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60.В Prepositions That Govern the Dative 
 
• по 
 
The preposition по, which is most often followed by the Dative, has several usages: 
 
1) with days of the week (in the Dative Plural) it means on Mondays / Saturdays / Fridays, etc. 
 

Я рабђтаю в столђвой по понедЎльникам, срЎдЌм, и 
пјтницам. 

I work at the cafeteria on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. 

Серёжа игрЌет в тЎннис по четвергЌм и в сквош по 
воскресЎньям. 

Seryozha plays tennis on Thursdays and squash on 
Sundays. 

 
 
2) together with the course name following the nouns экзЌмен and отмЎтка.   
 

ЗЌвтра у менј экзЌмен по рѓсскому языкѓ. Tomorrow I have a Russian exam. 

 

Я получЏл плохѓю отмЎтку по истђрии /   
матемЌтике / фЏзике. 

I got a bad grade in history / math / physics. 

 
But remember, after the nouns профЎссор and курс use Gen: мой профЎссор рѓсского языкЌ / фЏзики / etc. 
отлЏчный курс матемЌтки / немЎцкого языкЌ).  We realize that this makes no sense from the point of view of 
English, но что же дЎлать? 
 
 
3) in the fixed phrases по-мђему, по-твђему, по-вЌшему in PERSON’s opinion, PERSON thinks 

(*Remember, in all other uses, the Dat forms моемѓ, твоемѓ are end-stressed): 
 

По-мђему, она бездЌрная актрЏса. I think she’s a talentless actress. 

Кто, по-твђему, сЌмый лѓчший актёр сегђдня? Who in your opinion is the best actor today? 
 
 
По has several other meanings, but this should hold you for now.  Besides these two, there are only a few other 
(rather obscure) Prepositions that govern the Dative.   
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• к(о) (this is not exhibited in dialogue) 
 
Previously we saw the fixed phrase к сожалЎнию unfortunately.  It turns out that сожалЎнию is actually in the 
Dative, because of the Preposition к, which always governs othe Dative.  (Recall that some Prepositions can 
govern more than once case, e.g на governs both Accusative and Prepositional.)  The only problem with к 
сожалЎнию is that this is not the normal use of к, (or ко when the following noun begins with two consonants, as 
in ко мне).   
 
Normally к(о) is used to indicate motion toward a thing or person.  This preposition is often found after the verb 
{подойд+´ / подош(ё)+} to walk up (to someone). We can now make a complete sentence out of a line that 
appeared in the first part of the story: 
 

Она подошлЌ к Мите и сказЌла: «ЗдрЌвствуйте,    
меня зовѓт Сара» 

She approached (= walked up to) Mitya and said, 
“Hello, my name is Sara.” 

Он подошёл к окнѓ. He walked up to the window. 

ОнЏ подошлЏ ко мне и сказЌли: «Ты молдЎц!» They walked up to me and said, “You the man!” 
 
 
К is also used with people (analogous to в and на) to indicate destination (i.e., the place someone where you will 
spend time).  This к normally shows up as either to or over in English: 
 

В субђтту мы Ўдем к бЌбушке. We’re going to our grandmother’s on Saturday. 

ОнЌ чЌсто хђдит к врачѓ. She goes to the doctor’s a lot. 

Сегђдня вЎчером все идѓт к ЛЎне. Everyone’s going over Lena’s tonight. 
  Translate into Russian: 
 
1. Galya walked up to some professor and said 

“Hello”. 
2. Last year I got a bad grade in Russian. (strictly 

hypothetical) 
3. I think he is a fool. 4. I work on Tuesdays and Sundays. 
5. Sara walked up to Mitya and kissed him on the 

cheek. 
6. Lara is usually free on Thursdays. 

7. Who in your opinion is the richest professor in 
Princeton? 

8. Do you get good grades?  
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 УпражнЎние 1  Pick 5 of your favorite Dative verbs put them in sentences or constructions 
we’ve had so far: 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 УпражнЎние 2  Translate into Russian: 

 

1. He walked up to her and said “Do you want to dance (a little)?” 

 

 

2. I don’t envy anyone. 

 

 

3. In my opinion, rich people are not happy. 

 

 

4. Poor Lena!  No one sympathizes with her. 

 

 


