
 
  
   
    
     
 
 
 

62-1 

Диалоги
I needed the space on my desk. 

Грамматика 
62.A Needing a thing 
62.Б Needing to do something 
62.В More on modals 

 
Мне нѓжно бѕло мЎсто на столЎ   I needed the space on my desk 

 
Ђля 1 Куда исчЎз твой компьїтер? Where did your computer disappear to? 

Серёжа 2  
3  
4  
5 

Ты забѕла, что ли?  Я жe тeбЎ сказЌл, что я eго 
прђдЌл моeмѓ профЎссору рѓсского языкЌ.  Емѓ 
был очeнь нѓжeн нђвый компьїтер.  Его стЌрый 
компьїтер нeдЌвно сломЌлся. 

Did you forget or something? I told you that I 
sold it to my Russian professor. He badly 
needed a new computer. His old computer broke 
recently. 

Ђля 6  
7  
8  
9 

Но мнe тђжe нужeн компьїтер. ТeбЎ бѕли 
нужнѕ дЎньги? Ѓсли тeбЎ нужнѕ дЎньги, я тeбЎ 
дам. Ѕли твой отЎц тебЎ даст.  Он ђчень 
богЌтый, наскђлько я понимЌю. 

But I need a new computer too. Did you need 
(the) money? If you need money, I’ll give it to 
you. Or your father will give you (some money). 
He’s very rich, as far as I understand. 

Серёжа 10 
11 
12 

Нeт, мнe нѓжно бѕло мЎсто на столЎ. Здeсь 
слЏшком тЎсно.  Я куплї нђутбук.  КстЌти, мнe 
нужнЌ твој пђмощь.   

No, I needed the space (room) on my desk.  It’s 
too cramped (crowded). I’m going to buy a 
notebook. By the way, I need your help. 

Ђля 13 А в чём дЎло? What’s up? 

Серёжа 14 
15 
16  

ЗЌвтра у менј контрђльная (рабђта) по 
рѓсскому языку, и я дѓмаю, что у менј бѓдут 
вопрђсы. Ты смђжешь мне помочь? 

I have a Russian quiz tomorrow, and I think I 
will have some questions. Can you help me? 

Ђля 17
18 
19 

КЌжется, я бѓду зЌнята.  Я должнЌ рабђтать в 
библиотЎке.  ТЎбе нЌдо было сказЌть мне об 
этом рЌньше. 

I think (it seems) I’m going to be busy. I’m 
supposed to work in the library.  You should 
have told me about it before. 

Серёжа 20 КогдЌ ты дашь мне знать? When will you let me know? 

Ђля 21 Сегђдня в четѕре. Today at 4:00. 

 
Словарь 
 

4 нѓжен (е), нужнЌ, нѓжно, нужнѕ need a thing (See 62.A) 

9 наскђлько as far as (I know/remember) 

10 ме×сто  room; space; place 

11 тЎсный crowded; cramped 

12 пђмощь help  (You can predict the gender.) 

14 контрђльная (рабђта) quiz; exam (but not final exam) 

20 дать комѓ знать 
Я тебЎ зЌвтра дам знать об этом. 

let someone know 

I’ll let you know about it tomorrow. 
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62.А Expressing Need: Комѓ нѓжны дЎньги? 
 
To say that someone needs a thing, once again a Dative construction is used.  The thing needed appears in 
Nominative, a form of the short-form Adjective нѓж(е)н together with the verb to be (in the Past and Future) 
agrees with the “thing needed,” and the ‘needer’ appears in Dative.  
 
The most typical word order is:    Needer  >  нѓж(е)н >  Thing Needed (controls agreement) 
        or 
The verb can appear either before or after нѓж(е)н:           to be 
 
 
The form нѓж(е)н has a strange stress pattern: Stem-stressed for Masculine and Neuter (нѓжен, нѓжно), end-
stressed for Feminine and Plural (нужнЌ, нужнѕ). 
 

Present  
 
NEEDER (DAT) НЇЖ(Е)Н THING NEEDED (NOM)  
Мне нѓжен нђвый карандЌш I need a new pencil. 

Всем нѓжно мѕло Everyone needs soap. 

НЌшим дЎтям нужнЌ твој пђмощь Our kids need your help. 

НЏне нужнѕ твоЏ ключЏ Nina needs your keys. 

Никомѓ не нужнЌ плохЌя вђдка No one needs bad vodka. 

 
In the Past and Future a form of the verb to be agrees with the Nominative “thing needed,” as does the form of 
нѓж(е)н.  Note that this is different from all the Dative of Experience constructions we saw earlier, where the 
Verb was in the default Neuter 3rd Singular (бѕло / бѓдет).  
 
The word order of be and нѓж(е)н is quite flexible.  (Otherwise keep the word order as presented.) 
 

Past and Future 
 

NEEDER BE НЇЖ(Е)Н BE THING NEEDED  
МЌше был нѓжен  мой словЌрь Masha needed my dictionary. 

БорЏсу  нужнЌ былЌ крЌсная рѓчка Boris needed a red pen. 

МоЎй сестрЎ бѕло нѓжно  мЎсто на столЎ My sister needed room on (her) table.

Комѓ  нужнѕ бѕли дЎньги? Who needed money? 

ТебЎ   нужнЌ бѓдет эта кнЏга? Will you need this book? 

Мне бѓдет нѓжен  большђй нож I am going to need a big knife. 

ВЎриной сестрЎ  нѓжно бѓдет нђвое пальтђ Vera’s sister is going to need a new 
coat 

Вам бѓдут нужнѕ  дЎньги You will need money. 
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Note that the “thing” needed could be a person, in which case нѓж(е)н simply reflects the gender of the person 
needed.  In such sentences it’s better to start with the Nominative > Dative > (Verb) > нѓж(е)н: 
 

Ты мне (былЌ / бѓдешь) нужнЌ (said to a woman) I need (needed / will need) you. 

Ты мне не (был / бѓдешь) нѓжен (said, sadly, to a man) I don’t (didn’t / won’t) need you. 
 
 
Recall that что(-нибѓдь), ничЎго, and всё take Neuter Singular agreement: 
 

Что тебЎ (бѕло / бѓдет) нѓжно? What do (did / will) you need? 

Емѓ что-нибѓдь (бѕло / бѓдет) нѓжно? Does (did / will) he need anything? 

Нам ничЎго не (бѕло / бѓдет) нѓжно. We don’t (didn’t / won’t) need anything? 

Ей всё (бѕло / бѓдет) нѓжно. She needs (needed / will need) everything. 
  Say what the person needed / needs / will need: 
 
1. Я / карандЌш / present 2. Ты / ключЏ / future 3. ОлЎг / мЎсто на столЎ / past 
4. ВЎра / слон / present 5. НЌши дЎти / компьїтер / 

future 
6. Его сестрЌ / бѕстрая машЏна / 

past 
7. Все / пђмощь / past 8. Никтђ / вђдка / present 9. Он / мѕло / past 
10. Эти адвокЌты / картђшка / 

future 
11. НЏна / дЎньги / past 12. МоЏ родЏтели / нђвый дом / 

present 
13. Эта стрЌнная дЎвушка / нђвый 

кондиционЎр / future 
14. Кто / этот учЎбник / present? 15. СлЌва / что / past? 

16. Я / ничегђ / present 17. Ты / что-нибѓдь / present? 18. ОнЏ / ты (ВЎра) / present 
 
 

62.Б Needing to Do Something: Комѓ нЌдо (бѕло/бѓдет) + Infinitive
 
 
Here’s yet another Dative construction.  To express what a person must do, use Dative (Person) + нЌдо (+ to be 
Neuter Singular) + Infinitive: 
 

Person in 
Dative 

Unchanging 
нЌдо 

to be 
(3rd Neuter 

Sg) 
Infinitive 

Translation 
(just one tense – of the three possible 

– will be given for each example) 
Мне  занимЌться I have to study. 

ТЎбе дЎлать домЌшнее задЌние. You will have to do your homework. 

ВЌдику вѕнести мѓсор. Vadik had to take out the garbage. 

МарЏне 

нЌдо (бѕло/
бѓдет) 

купЏть хлеб. Marina has to buy bread. 

 
You may recall that we had нЌдо + Infinitive without a specific person in Dative when Sara told Mitya «НЌдо 
брђсить курЏть».  She could have included the Dative pronoun тебЎ, (except we didn’t know the Dative at the 
time).  But given the situation, it was clear that Sara thought Mitya should quit smoking, so it was possible to omit 
the pronoun. 
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 Say what the person needed / needs / will need to do: 
 
1. Я / clean the carpet / present 2. МЌша / study / future 
3. ДЏма / buy caviar / past 4. Ты / speak German / present 
5. ОнЏ / sing Russian songs / past 6. Все / help the poor / present 
7. Глеб / take out the garbage вѕнести мѓсор / 

present 
8. Никтђ / write a composition / future 

 

62.В More on Modals: Unchanging НЌдо vs. Agreeing Дђлж(е)н 
 
Like English, (with must, have to, should, ought, need to, etc.) Russian has several ways of expressing necessity 
or obligation – these are known as Modal Verbs.  Here we’ll look at two of the most common constructions in 
Russian, and make a few observations about the differences in structure and meaning.  However, as in English, 
the exact differences between modals is often very subtle, and cannot be covered in full in a first-year course. 
 
As we saw just above, нЌдо is an unchanging form that is used with a Dative and a 3rd Singular Neuter Noun. 
 
 
Дђлжен (должнЌ, должнђ, должнѕ), on the other hand, is an Adjective (Short-Form) that agrees with the 
Nominative subject in Person, Number, and Gender.  Like нЌдо, it is followed by an Infinitive.  For the Past and 
Future the verb to be must also agree with the Nominative subject in Person, Number, and Gender. (Also like 
нЌдо, дђлж(е)н does not require a verb in the Present tense). The one (seemingly arbitrary) restriction with 
дђлжен is that the verb to be must follow дђлж(е)н: 
 
 Nominative Subject + дђлж(е)н (agrees) + (be) + Infinitive 

 

Subject in 
Nominative 

дђлж(е)н + (be – in Past and 
Future) 

(agree with Subject) 
Infinitive 

Translation 
(just one tense – of the three – 
will be given for each example) 

 
♦ First-Person Singular 

Я (ВЌдик) дђлжен  (был / бѓду) ей помђчь I should have helped her. 

Я (ВЎра) должнЌ  (былЌ / бѓду) написЌть сочинЎние I am going to have to write a 
composition. 

 
♦ Second-Person Singular 

Ты (Ѕгорь) дђлжен  (был / бѓдешь) попросЏть ВЎру 
принестЏ икрѓ 

You were supposed to ask Vera to 
bring the caviar. 

Ты (ГЌля) должнЌ  (былЌ / бѓдешь) почЏстить ковёр You must clean the carpet. 

 
♦ Third-Person Singular 

Он дђлжен  (был / бѓдет) испЎчь торт He is supposed to bake a cake. 

ОнЌ должнЌ  (былЌ / бѓдет) сходЏть в магазЏн She was supposed to run to the store. 
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♦ Plural 

Мы должнѕ (бѕли / бѓдем) купЏть всем подЌрки We have to buy everyone a gift. 

Вы должнѕ (бѕли / бѓдете) убрЌть квартЏру You are going to have to clean your 
apartment. 

ОнЏ должнѕ (бѕли / бѓдут) помѕть посѓду They are supposed to do the dishes. 
 
 
62.В.1  Semantic Differences between дђлж(е)н and нЌдо: Obligation vs. Necessity 
 
In many instances, especially in the Present Tense, нЌдо and дђлж(е)н have very similar meanings.  As a general 
rule, though, дђлж(е)н implies obligation or responsibility, i.e., something from within, while нЌдо stresses 
having to do something due to outside circumstances that arise (like having to buy milk because you’ve run out). 
 
Compare these two sentences: 
 

Мне нЌдо купЏть хлеб. I have to buy bread (because we just ran out). 

Я должнЌ купЏть хлеб. I have to buy bread (it is my obligation to do it because I 
promised someone that I would.) 

 
Russians often say that дђлж(е)н is “stronger” than нЌдо, that the necessity is greater. 
 
Let’s take a look at two relatively straightforward differences between нЌдо and дђлж(е)н: 
 
62.В.2  The “Tickle-me-Elmo/Furby” НЌдо: Missed opportunity  
 
In the Past Tense only нЌдо can convey the meaning “should have but didn’t / missed opportunity”.  For example, 
if you visited a toy store around Christmas and saw the latest hot-selling toy but decided not to buy it right then, 
and then a week later the toy was sold out everywhere, you would say:   
 

Мне нЌдо бѕло её (toy is Feminine) купЏть, когдЌ я был в магазЏне на прђшлой недЎле. 
I should have bought it when I was in the store last week. 

 
You cannot use дђлж(е)н in this context. 
 
 
62.В.3  A Scheduled Event: Дђлж(е)н 
 
To express an event that was (is) scheduled to take place you must use дђлж(е)н.  Note that even though such 
sentences do not express necessity, дђлж(е)н is used nevertheless. 
 

ОнЏ должнѕ бѕли уЎхать в пјтницу. They were supposed to (scheduled to) leave on Friday. 

МЌша должнЌ рабђтать сегђдня вЎчером. Masha is supposed to (scheduled to)  work tonight. 
 
You cannot use нЌдо in this meaning. 
 
 
Over the rest of the course (and next year) we’ll come across quite a few differences in the usage of modals.  
Quite often the best way to learn these is to memorize one very clear example of a specific use. 
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 УпражнЎние 1  Write 3 sentences along the pattern “If you want to do X (Infinitive), you need 
Y (Noun)”, e.g. Ѓсли хђчешь купЏть машЏну, тебЎ нужнѕ дЎньги.  

Some possible activities: read a difficult article; write a paper; open a door; buy (thing); go to NY; make dinner; 
kill two rabbits; get tickets to the ballet; dance; eat; sleep 
 
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 УпражнЎние 2  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of нЌдо or дђлж(е)н and the verb be 
 
1. Я ____________________________  ___________________________ почЏстить ковёр.  present 

2. Нам ____________________________  ___________________________ емѓ помђчь.  past 

3. Им ____________________________  ___________________________ купЏть пЏво.  future 

4. ОнЏ ____________________________  ___________________________  дѓмать об ітом.  present 

5. Кто ____________________________  ___________________________  убрЌть (clean) квартЏру?  past 
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 УпражнЎние 3  Translate:  

 
1. I’ll let you know tomorrow. 

2. We need a new air conditioner. 

 
 

Verb of the Day: 
 
 

Stem погЏб[ну]+  perish 
Verb Type // 
Conjugation Type  

“Present” 
 я 

 

 
 ты 

 

 
 онЏ 

 

Past 
 он 

 

 
 онЌ 

 

 
 онЏ 

 

Infinitive 
 

 

 


