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Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

There’s only one grammar point in this lesson, but it’s a really important (and often confusing) point. Please go over this
very carefully; the differences in some of the forms may be slight, but the differences in meaning are enormous.

15.A  Verbs of Asking (Three Ways)

There are three distinct (and non-interchangeable) ways that the verb ask shows up in Russian. We’ve had two of
the three in previous lessons, and the third in this part of the story. You have to pay close attention to what kinds
of phrases (in what Cases) appear after the verb.

/4 (v X /4 . . .
® cHnpammBaii+ // cupocu+ Ko2o o uém/20e, etc. = ask someone for information

After the verb can appear:

1) The person asked — in the Accusative.

A yxé cnpocin Mamry. I already asked Masha.

Hamo Bcex cnpAmuBaTh. (You) have to ask everyone.

2) A phrase, beginning either with a question word, or a prepositional phrase. (The person asked may also
appear.)

Mpurma MeHsT cHpocHuI, Te XuBET JI¢Ha. Misha asked me where Lena lives.

Panpmre Mos s)keHA cnipAmMBaZa, moueMy MHE My wife used to ask me why I was always cold.
BCETa XOIOAHO.

Kor6 Huna cnpamuBasa 060 mue? Whom was NIna asking about me?

Bce cnpammBarot [[rimy o erd otmé. Everyone is asking Dima about his father.

S 661 X0TéMa TEOsI CHPOCHTH 00 OTHOM I would like to ask you about a (certain) student.
CTyIEHTE.

3) The actual question being asked — in quotes. (We’ve seen this in the story dozens of times.)
«Bcé B mopsinke?» cnpocia Muts. “Is everything OK?” asked Mitya.

With the verb enpammusaii + / cnpocii+ you cannot use the word Bonpéc question. To say He asks a lot of
questions, see directly below.
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e {3ajaii+/3anaBaii} // 3a7aTh (Komy) Bonpoc = ask (someone) a question

The direct object Bompoc is required. The person asked (in the Dative) is optional:

Kons 3dpan 3viHe 6ueHb xopOmmii Bonpoc. Kolya asked Zina a very good question.
I'épa Bcerna 3amaéT Takue Taynbie BONPOCHL.  Gera always asks such stupid questions.

Kak Tb1 MOXemTs 3a1aBATH MHE TakOl BonpoOc? How can you ask me such a question?

e npoci+ // no- k026 + Infinitive = ask/request that someone do something

Cépa nonpociia MUTIO eif TOMOYb. Sara asked Mitya to help her.
51 Te6st mpoury 371€Ch HE KYPHUTb. I'm asking you not to smoke.

51 mompocuJI cecTpy TIOMBITh ITOCY Ly, HO OHA [ asked (my) sister to wash the dishes, but she said “No”.
CKa3aJla «HEeT».

Note the expression:

51 Tebsi/Bac GueHb mpoury! Please! / I'm begging you!

gb Translate into Russian:

1. Vera asked Gleb a good question. 2. Who asked you to open to window?
3. Someone asked me why I never clean my room. 4. Nina is always asking our poor professor stupid
questions.

5. Vanya asked (his) father to take out the garbage. 6. “What are you plans for the weekend?” asked Galya.

7. Why is everyone asking me about Russian 8. Please! / I'm begging you!
grammar?
9. Polya asked me who does the laundry at home. 10. I want to ask someone about something.

|
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@ HoBble cnoBa n3 pacckasa:

OBICTPBI 1. OH caumKkoM OBICTPO TOBOPHT. 1. He speaks too fast.
2. ®eppapu — oueHb ObIcTpast MamiHa. | 2. A Ferrari is a fast car.
Ha4aJI0 3. Oun# yéxanu B HA4aJIe Masl. 3. They left at the beginning of May.
TIPA3THUK 4. Tlouemy Carmra pabdraer? Ceromus 4. Why is Sasha working? Today is a
JKe TIPA3THUK. holiday.
5. PoxpaecTBO — MO TIOOUMBII 5. Christmas is my favorite holiday.
TIPA3THUK.
gépe3 + Accusative 6. Bepa yéner uépe3 nATh THEH. 6. Vera is leaving in five days (from now).
7. Mp npuénem Heaénu 4épes TPpH. 7. We will arrive in about three weeks.
Bocemoe mapra 8. BocbpMoOe MapTa — 04eHb OONBIIOHI 8. March 8" is a very big holiday in Russia.
npa3aauk B Poccnn.
MPABHIILHO 9. Ecm s npaBwibHO NOHAN JAumy, oH | 9. If I understood Dima correctly, he
He XO4eT Te0s MPUTIalaTh Ha doesn’t want to invite you to the party.
BEUCPUHKY.
MOCIIE34BTPa 10. Ceroans cpena, 3Hauut nocne3astpa | /0. Today is Wednesday, so the day after
MATHHIIA. tomorrow is Friday.
Kénckuit neHp 11. B Amépuke HET npa3aHUKA 11. In America there's no such holiday as
«MexayHapOJHBIH KEHCKUHN IEHbY. «International Women's Day».
MeXTyHapOIHBIN 12. ITo-m6emy, OOH — cadmas BaxHas 12. In my opinion, the UN is the most
MeXTyHapOIHAs OPraHU3aIus. important international organization.
IBETHI 13. bops Hame mpunaéc nBetsl. OHa 13. Borya brought Dasha flowers. She was
Singular is BeT(6)K ObLTA OUEHb TPOHYTA. very touched.
TIPOJTYKTHI 14. Most MaTh K&XIBIA JEHb TOKYITAET 14. My mother buys groceries every day.
MIPOIYKTHI.
youpaii+ // 15. 4 ybuparo kOMHaTy 11Ba pas3a B TOJI. 15. I clean my room twice a year.
’ X
{ybep+/ybpas} 16. 3aech oueHs rpsAizHo. Hamo yopaTs. 16. It's really dirty in here. (You) have to
clean up.
{MOii+ / MBI+}// TIO- 17. Kto 06pr4HO MOET co0aKy? 17. Who usually washes the dog?
nocyzaa 18. 51 HeHaBYKY MBITh ITOCYY. 18. I hate washing the dishes.
npocit+ // mo- 19. Cama MeHsi TOIIPOCHII TPHUHECTH 19. Sasha asked me to bring caviar.
HKpY.
CUHTAI+ 20. S cumraro, 4TO MyKUHNHA TOJIKCH 20. 1 think / In my opinion, the man should
CTHPATh. do the laundry.
(Review) 21. Bce D0MKHBI TOMOTATh O&THBIM. 21. Everyone should help the poor.
nomk(e)u + Infinitive 22. Mot# oTén MHE CKa3a, uTo s 0OMKHA | 22. My father told me that I should think
TOIDKEA, OIBKES, IyMath 00 OTMETKAX. about (my) grades.
JIOJIKHEI
cTupaii+ // mo- 23. TéHs cTUpAET KAXKAYIO CPENy. 23. Tanya does the laundry every

Wednesday.

|
Pacckas: YacTtb MaTHaguaTas (Cpammaruka)-3




Story — Part 15 Grammar

BBIHOCH+ // BEIHEC+ 24. 3nech w6xo naxHer. Hamo BeiHecTH | 24. It smells bad in here. (Someone) should
MYCOop. take out the garbage.

MyCOp 25. K coxanénuio, B Hero-Mopke na 25. Unfortunately, in NY there's a lot of
YIIHIaX MHOTO Mycopa. garbage on the streets.

TSDKETTBINA 26. Y Herd 04eHb TSOKETBIA PIOK3AK. 26. He has a heavy backpack.

27. Y Moéro aémymmku OblIa Tsokémas 27. I had a hard / difficult life.

JKU3HD.

MHOTHE 28. MHOTHEe aMepUKAHIIBI HE JIFOOST 28. Many Americans do not like beets.
CBEKITY.
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Story: Part 15 — [lomawHee 3agaHue Ums

,gj YnpaxHéHue 1 Answer the questions about the story:

1.

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 Circle the correct form of the Verb ask.

1. Bépamensi cnpocrna / Mompocuia, HoYeMy 3/1eCh TaK XOJIOJHO?
2. Jléns Bcerma 3agaér / crnpammuBaeT OYEHb TPYAHBIC BOIIPOCHI.
3. Mpsl ux crnpocwiu / MONPOCHIN BBIHECTH MYCOP.

4. Hanmo crnpocith / mONpocuTs BACIO OTKPEITH ABEPH.

5. Tlouemy TbI MEHS O cecTpé cCIpammBaemb / TpOCUIIL?

6. Mima 3anan / cnpocua MHE OYCHb CTPAHHBIN BOIPOC.

S$15-6



Story: Part 15 — Homework

/Qf YnpaxHéHue 3 [lepeBeanTte Ha PyCCKUIA:

1. —If I’m not mistaken, the concert will be in three days. — No, it will be the day after tomorrow.

2. Who usually washes the dishes and takes out the garbage?

3. I think (don't use aymaii+) that the husband should do the laundry.

S$15-7



