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Pacckas - Yacts HlectHaguaras: I'pammaTuka

Friendly reminder: Be sure to listen to (and repeat) the story a few more times, especially after you go over the grammar
explanations. Everything will make a whole lot more sense — and mastering the vocabulary will be that much easier.

16.A  Expressing Dates I

In the previous part of the story Sara and Mitya discussed the holiday Bocsmbe mapta March 8" / Women'’s Day.
The Neuter Singular of the ordinal numeral was used (BocsMmée) followed by the Genitive Singular of the month
(mapta — don’t capitalize it!). However, we’re sorry to inform you that talking about dates is a bit more
complicated. Let’s look at the possibilities (There are only two of them.)

16.A.1 Asking / Stating the date

The normal question for asking today’s date is Kaxée ceréanst uncné? What's today’s date? The Neuter Singular
Kakoe is used because the word umené date is Neuter Singular. Everything here is in the Nominative.

If you want to inquire about another day’s date, keep the basic question, just change the day (and keep the Neuter
3" Singular form of the verb be, which agrees with umcs16). Here are various possibilities:

Kaxkoe ceromusa ynciao? What'’s today’s date?
Kakoe 65110 Buepd uncnd? What was yesterday’s date?
Kakoe (6yzaer)™* 3aBTpa uncno? What'’s tomorrow’s date?

Kakoe 6p110 uncno B npouutyto cpény?  What was the date last Wednesday?

Kakoe 6ynet uucnod B 3Ty mATHHILY? What will the date be this Friday?

*When asking about tomorrow’s date, 6ymet can be omitted.

The answer is the day of the week (normally ceréaus) followed by the Neuter Nominative Singular of the
ordinal. The month, which is optional (as in English), goes in the Genitive:

Cer6us TpéThe (anpéns). Today’s the 3™ (of April).

34BTpa O6yaeT TpunaanaToe (1ekabps). Tomorrow’s the 13™ (of December).
B nirauny 6yaer BockMoe (Gespans).  Friday will be the 8" (of February).
Buepa 6bu10 TpUAIIATOE (MIOHS). Yesterday was the 30™ (of June).
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In case you’ve forgotten, here are the Ordinals 1-30 (ready to go in the Neuter Singular). Recall that only the final
part of a compound number declines. Thus in 23rd, 31, etc., nBaanaTh and TpuanaTh remain fixed.

1™ . népBoe | L OIHHA/ILATOE 21% IBAUATH IEPBOE
2" BTOpOE 12% JBEHANIATOE 30" TPUALIATOE

3 TpEThe 130 TPUHAIATOE 31, TPAALATH IEPBOE
4 . yeTBEPTOE 14" YeTHIPHA/IIATOE

5 . nsiToe 15" MATHAIATOE

60 nectoe 16" .o, LIECTHAIIATOE

T . cepbMoOe 12% CEeMHA/IIIATOe

8™ s BOCBEMOE 12% BOCEMHAILIATOE

ol JIEBSITOE 120 JIEBSITHAIIIATOE

10" ............ necsitoe 20M . IBAIATOE

Other than this specific question or statement, you cannot use the Neuter Nominative Singular to express a date.
(More directly below.)

Compare how Americans and how Russians write dates: US: 4/6/00 Pycexuii 6.1X.00 (6/1X 2000)

(Nearly every other country we know of also writes Date > Month > Year.)

gb Form questions and answers

1. ceromns/5 2. 3amtpa/ 23/ wmai 3. Buepad/7/aHBapH
4. ota cy000Ta future / 1 5. ceromus/ 16 / HOSIOpB 6. Buepa/30

7. ceromns/ 11 / uroHb 8. 3aBtpa/26 / ceHTSOPD 9. mnpéumas cpena / 10
10. aT0 BockpecéHsbe future / 12 11. ceromnsi / 2 / Mapr 12. 3aBtpa/ 6

16.A.2 Expressing on a certain date (or an occasion)

To say when something happens (when an event occurs), you must use the Genitive Singular of the ordinal!

The question is either Korga? or Kakoro uncna?, the Genitive of Kakée unciio:

When
On what date

Kornma

, . } did Galya arrive?
Kakoro uncna

} IMans nmpuéxana?

When
On what date

Korna

, , are we going?
Kakoro uncna I gomng

} MBI é1em?

When
On what date

Korna

Kakoro ancii V' did Sasha’s uncle die?

} ymep CamuH nsis’?
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The answer also contains the date in the Genitive Singular. If the month is mentioned, it is also in the Genitive:

OHn4 yéxana népBoro (OKTs0ps). She left on the I' (of October).
S cnanéd kypcoByro mecToro (Masi). I turned in my JP on the 6™ (of May).
Omn yMep IBAIUATE TPEThero (MApTa).  He died on the 23" (of March).

This applies not only to concrete actions, but also to “occasions”, where there doesn’t seem to be any specific
action taking place. Here the verb be agrees with the occasion in Gender and Number:

Kaxoro uncna / Kornd y tebst neHp poxxaéHus?

. . )
(Kakoro uncna / Korga TBoit eHb poxaeHU?) What day / What is your birthday

(Y menst nenpb poxnéHus / Moii eHb poKIEHNS)

TBATIATE TPEThero ABrycTa, (My birthday is) the 23" of August.

Dk3aMmeH ObLT / OyeT NBAaIaTh NEPBOTO anpesl. The exam was / will be on the 21" of April.
BricTaBka 6bu14 / 6y€T CenbMOTO (CEHTIOPS). The exhibit was / will be on the 7" of September.
? Question: Why is the Genitive used to express when something happens? What’s

Genitive about this?

Answer: Good question to which we have no good answer. (There have been several
rather theoretical articles attempting to explain why the Genitive is used. We’ll
be happy to show them to you.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sometimes this use of the Genitive can be tied to the use of on (a certain day), but as you can see from several of
the above examples, the use of on is not consistent in English. Just try to remember that except for the rather
‘formulaic’ use of asking and reporting (normally today’s) date Kakée ceréans yucaé? / Ceréaus nsitoe, all
dates must appear in the Genitive. This does take some getting used to.

% State when something takes place:

Example: Ona pommnace (4 / utonb) [1  Ond pooundce uemeépmozo uroJis.

1. Mama yéxana (14 / uronp) 2. Oums ésmmna B Scnyto [omsiy 3. Wpun nénymka ymep died (10 /
(22 / mait) (eBpan)

4. Konnepr oyaer (6 / sHBApH) 5. Toncroit ponvics (9 / centsiope 6. Kons mpuéner (18 / mapr)
— true fact)

7. SInouus Hanana Ha attacked 8. Sl mommkHa ObLIA CHATH 9. VY moéit 6A0yIIKY JIeHb

Awmépuxy (7 / nexaopn) KypcoBYIo (25 / anpéib) poxnénus (16 / aBrycr)
10. Huna Breima 3amyx (3 / utons) 11, Onn noxénstes (30 / HOSOPB) 12. ¥V mens aenp poxaéuus (1 /

OKTSIOpB)

|
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@ HoBble cnoBa 13 pacckasa:

CKOpO S Han€roch, 9TO OH CKOPO YHIET. 1. I hope that he’ll leave soon.
BECHA 2. Becna — Mo€ mo6umoe BpeMs TOfa. | 2. Spring is my favorite season (= time of
the year).
cobupaii+ // y 3. Mmuorue pycckue ar0saT coOupaTh 3. Many Russians love to gather
{cobep+'/cobpa+} rpuOFkI B JIEeCY. mushrooms in the forest.
rpud’ 4. B nBopé st Ham€nm orpOMHBIN OCHBIA | 4. 1 found a humongous white mushroom in
rpuo. the (back)yard.
OJTHAXKIBI 5. OnmHAXIBI 51 pa3roBapUBAal C 5. Once I had a conversation with the
MPe3uAECHTOM AMEPUKH. president of the US.
Kynai-+...cs // uc- 6. byabte ocTopOxHBI! OueHb OMACHO | 6. Be careful! It’s very dangerous to swim
KYIATBCS B ATOM peke. in this river.
Boaa (ACC: BOny) OHA BET MHOTO BOJIBL. 7. She drinks a lot water.
He néit 3Ty Bf)ﬂy! 8. Don’t drink that water!
663}7MH0 9. 00¢éx B 3TOM peCTopéHe 663}7MH0 9. Lunch in this restaurant is unbelievably
,Z[OpOl"éfI. expensive.
y MEHSI HET CJIOB 10. - Kak T¢0€e moHpaBuiICs MOCIETHUN 10. How did you like Bergman’s last film? It
¢bwieM béprmana? -Y mMeHs HET was indescribable.
!
CIIOB: 11. Ican’t stand him! What a snake! I'm
11. 4 er6 tepnérs He Mory! Kakoii on speechless!
noasién! Y meHs HeT ciioB!
{CI[a)?'I+'/ caaBaii+} 12. 5 momkHA OBLIA CATH KYPCOBYIO 12. I had to hand in my JP last week.
// cnatk paboTy Ha IPOILION HEAEIe.
K koHITy + GEN 13. K xoHIy (h@sibMa BCE TUIAKAITH. 13. Everyone was crying by the end of the
movie.
cobupaii+...cs // 14. Kakne y te0s muansl Ha 1€T0? UTO 14. What are your plans for the summer?
{006§p+'...CH / TBI COOMpAEIIbCs AENaTh? What are you planning to do?
+ . .
cobpa-..ca} + Inf 15. -1 cobuparoch yunThCs B 15. — I'm planning on going to Harvard
I"apBapackoii mkosae 6usneca. -Tol Business School. — What are you, joking
Iy THIIb, 9TO Ju!? or something!?
MpUIYMBbIBAM+ // 16. 51 JIése He noBepsito. OH Bcerna uto- | 16. 1don't trust Lyova. He's always making
mpHUIyMaii+ HUOYb TPUYMBIBAET. something up.
17. C Hunoti Bceraa untepécHo. OHa 17. It’s always interesting to be with Nina.
BCEI/14 YTO-HUOYAb MPUAYMBIBAET. She’s always coming up with something.
18. Dt0 MIPaBJA, WIH ThI 3TO BCE 18. Is that true, or did you make that all up?
npuayman?
B cepeaune + GEN | 19. Mou poairenu yéxanu B cepeiiHe 19. My parents left in the middle of March.
, MapTa.
cepenrHa
20. MHe OBUIO TaK CKYYHO, 4TO sl YUUIA B | 20. I was so bored that I left in the middle of
cepenyHe QribMa. the movie.
Scnas [Monsna 21. Tel koraa-HUOYAb OBLIA B ScHoit 21. Have you ever been to Yasnaya

Iomstae?

Polyana?

|
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IOMECTBHE

22.

Moii fsing 6ueHb OorarTeiil. Y Herd
HACTOSIIIEE TIOMECTHE.

22.

My uncle is loaded. He has a real estate.

«BoitHa 1 Mmup»

23.

B npouuiom roay s npounTtan
«Boitny u mupy. [lo-anrmiiicku,
KOHEYHO.

23.

Last year I read “War and Peace”. In
English, of course.

CBOUMM TJIa3aMU

24.

25

A xouy e€ BIUIEeTh CBOUMH TJIa3AMH.

. Ecitit O®BI 1 HE BAZEN 5TO CBOUMHA

IJ1a3aMu, 51 OBl TOKE MMOyMall, YTO
Bépa Bc€ npuaymana.

24.
25.

I want to see it with my own eyes.

If I didn’t see it with my own eyes, 1
would also have thought that Vera made
it all up.

OpUTHUHAT

26.

5] ObI OUeHB XOTENIa YUTATH
J10CTOEBCKOTO B OpUTHHAJIE.

26.

I would like to read Dostoyevsky in the
original.

3a0bIBAN~+ //

27.

Most TETs Bceria 3a0bIBACT 3aKPHITh

27.

My aunt always forgets to close the

{3a0yn+/ 3a0B1+} OKHO. window.
28. 5l nukoraa He 3a0yay Tebs! 28. Iwill never forget you!
MOTHJIa 29. Mo cecTpa cTosiia HaJl MOTHION 29. My sister stood over her husband’s
My’Ka U THXO IUIAKana. grave and quietly cried.
30. HuxTo He 3HAET, Ie MOrrjia 30. No one knows where Mandelshtam’s
Masnnenpimrama. grave is.
npoctoii (Adv/SF 31. O MHe 3471411 O4eHb MTPOCTOM 31. He asked me a very simple question.

Neut: mpocTo)

32.

BOMpOC.

To1 npOcTO HUYErod He 3HAemb 000
MHe!

32.

You simply know nothing about me!

CITOKOMHBIHM 33, Hpa OueHb CIIOKOWHas AEBYIITKA. 33. Irais a very calm young woman. She
OHA HUKOT/IA HM Ha KOT'O HE never gets angry at anybody.
CPANTCS. . . .
CCpAUTC 34. Good night (lit.: peaceful night — GEN!)
34. Cnioko6iiHoi HOUM.
Ioé3/IKa 35. 5] nuxoraa He 3a0yay MOE3IKY B 35. I'will never forget my trip to South

36.

HOxnyt0 AmMEpUKYy.

Kak npomina TBosl moésaxa B
MockBy?

36.

America.

How was your trip to Moscow?

cmepth (Fem)

37.

38.

Kak TbI nymaenib, ecTb )KU3Hb 11OCIIE
cmeptu?

¥ Toncroro ects pacckads «Tpu
CMEPTUY.

37.

38.

What do you think, is there life after
death?

Tolstoy has a short story “Three
Deaths”.

pomMaH

39.

40.

«Anna Kapénuna» — Mo# JIFOOMMBIi
poman Tomctoro.

Kaxne pomans! JlukkéHca BbI
YUTATH?

39.

40.

“Anna Karenina” is my favorite novel of
Tolstoy’s.

Which novels of Dickens have you read?

|
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Story: Part 16 — Homework
25 YnpaxHéHue 1 Answer the questions about the story:

1.

25 YnpaxHéHue 2 Indicate when two occasions (birthday, anniversary) or events took / take /
will take place.
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/Qf YnpaxHéHue 3 Translate into Russian:

1. — What is today's date? — If I'm not mistaken, today is the 24™ of March.

2. — When do you intend to read “War and Peace”? — By the end of the spring.

3. IfI had not gone (é3aun/a) to Yasnaya Polyana, I would not have seen Tolstoy’s grave with my own eyes.

4. 1like to gather mushrooms in the forest.

25 Ynpaxuénme 3V O D (Verb of the day ©): Forget

3abbiBan+
Verb Type / Conjugation Type
PRESENT (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
oH(4) OHA
OHH OHH
Imperative Infinitive
{3abyn+ / 3a6bI+}
Verb Type / Conjugation Type
FUTURE (& IMPERATIVE) PAST (& INFINITIVE)
A OH
oH(3) OHA
MBI OHHU
Imperative Infinitive
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