
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  Рассказ: Часть СемнЌдцатая (ГраммЌтика)-1 

ГраммЌтика:  A. Verbs of Motion 
  Б.  Sample Sentences 

РасскЌз - Часть СемнЌдцатая: ГраммЌтика 
 

S17.A Verbs of Motion (Part One) 
 
If you feel completely confused about how to say go in Russian, there’s a good reason for it: We’ve seen bits and 
pieces of an explanation in previous lessons (e.g., ходЏть vs. Ўздить), but we really haven’t explained it in full 
yet.  The whole question of “Verbs of Motion” (as they are affectionately known in Russian) is a bit complicted, 
but not nearly as difficult as many textbooks make it out to be.  First we’ll look at the general notion of Verbs of 
Motion, and then in this lesson we’ll focus on how to express a single round-trip (which is probably the most 
common use of the word go). 
 
Most of the verbs we have seen have come in a pair consisting of two forms, Imperfective and Perfective  
 

read 
tell 
ask 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Verbs of Motion (VoM), a small but very important group of verbs, have three possible forms, still just one 
Perfective, but two possible Imperfective forms: Imperfective Determined (Heading; Making One’s Way) and 
Non-Determined (Non-Heading, Non-Making One’s Way).  (In the chart below we use the Infinitive forms for 
convenience’s sake.  More on the forms below): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imperfective
читЌй+ 

говорЏ+ 
спрЌшивай+ 

Perfective 
прочитЌй+ 
сказа×+ 
спроси×+ 

Perfective 
пойтЏ 
поЎхать 

Imperfective

“DETERMINED” 
идтЏ 
Ўхать 

“NON-DETERMINED” 
ходЏть 
Ўздить 

Verbs of Motion (VoM) 
 

go 
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S17.A.1  Forms of Verbs of Motion 
 

Non-Determined (Imperfective) 
Stem ходи×+  Ўзди+  
Present хожѓ 

хђдишь 
хђдит 
хђдим 
хђдите 
хђдят 

Ўзжу 
Ўздишь 
Ўздит 
Ўздим 
Ўздите 
Ўздят 

Past ходЏл 
ходЏла 
ходЏло 
ходЏли 

Ўздил 
Ўздила 
Ўздило 
Ўздили 

Infinitive ходЏть Ўздить 
Imperative ходЏ(те) Ўзди(те) 

 
 

Determined (Imperfective) 
Stem {ид+´ / шё+´ (ё)} {Ўд+ / Ўха+} 
Present идѓ 

идёшь 
идёт 
идём 
идёте 
идѓт 

Ўду 
Ўдешь 
Ўдет 
Ўдем 
Ўдете 
Ўдут 

Past шёл 
шла 
шло 
шли 

Ўхал 
Ўхал 
Ўхал 
Ўхал 

Infinitive идтЏ Ўхать 
Imperative идЏ(те) поезжЌй(те) 

 
 

Perfective 
Stem {пойд+´ / пошё+´ (ё)} {поЎд+ / поЎха+} 
Present пойдѓ 

пойдёшь 
пойдёт 
пойдём 
пойдёте 
пойдѓт 

поЎду 
поЎдешь 
поЎдет 
поЎдем 
поЎдете 
поЎдут 

Past пошёл 
пошлЌ 
пошлђ 
пошлЏ 

поЎхал 
поЎхала 
поЎхало 
поЎхали 

Infinitive пойтЏ поЎхать 
Imperative пойдЏ(те) поезжЌй(те) 
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Comments on forms of Verbs of Motion: 
 
1) The Non-Determined forms (ходи×+ and Ўзди+) are garden-variety и-stem verbs, both of which have mutation 

of д > ж in the я-form. 
 
2) The Determined forms are both rather odd double-stem verbs.  {Ўд+ / Ўха+} is more or less normal, except for 

the Imperative поезжЌй/те, while the Determined form whose Infinitive is идтЏ is really wacky.  The 
Present stem is ид+´, while the Past Tense forms are шёл´ (ё), шла, шло, шли.  (But if you think about it, 
English has a crazy Past Tense for go: went.  If it’s any help, the ш in шёл resembles the w in went.) 

 
3) The Perfective is based on the Determined form – basically you just add the prefix по-.  For идтЏ, the и > й 

in all forms, and in the Infinitive the д disappears.  Got all that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Motion Verbs Are Problematic:  (At Least) Four Verbs for Go 
 
One of the main reasons that Verbs of Motion can be difficult is that there are two rather tricky distinctions which 
must be made, neither of which exists in English: 1) Riding vs. Walking (which we covered in Lesson 45, and see 
below) and; 2) “Determined” (идтЏ / Ўхать) vs. “Non-Determined” (ходЏть / Ўздить) motion.  This means that 
there are (at least) four possibilities for go. 
 
In this lesson, we’ll ignore the second distinction (“Determined” vs. “Non-Determined”), which is probably the 
trickier of the two.  (Not to worry, we’ll get to this in the very next lesson.) 
 
 
Let’s quickly review distinction between Ўздить / Ўхать / поЎхать (motion specifically by vehicle) and ходЏть / 
идтЏ / пойтЏ (motion either on foot or by vehicle). 
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S17.Б Riding vs. Walking (Review from Lesson 45) 
 

‘Go’ in Russian: Riding vs. Walking (or Riding) 
Мы Ўздили в Москвѓ vs. Мы ходЏли в кинђ 

 
Notice that in the English version of the above two sentences the verb is the same: We went to Moscow / We went 
to the movies.  In Russian, different verbs are used to distinguish between travel that must be by vehicle from 
travel which is either on foot or by vehicle. 
 

Clues indicating when to use Ўздить / Ўхать / поЎхать vs. ходЏть / идтЏ / пойтЏ 
 

MUST BE BY VEHICLE EITHER ON FOOT OR BY VEHICLE 

Ўздить / Ўхать / поЎхать ходЏть / идтЏ / пойтЏ 
Context clues: Context clues: 

1. Geographical place name (в Москвѓ, в 
ТрЎнтон, на лунѓ moon) 

1. Destination is an “event” (в кинђ, на балЎт, на 
вѕставку) or a “landmark” (в библиотЎку, в 
магазЏн, в музЎй) 

2. A vehicle is mentioned: Use на + 
Prepositional Case (e.g., на машЏне, на 
пђезде) or bare Instrumental (машЏной, 
пђездом).  Also, if you see someone in a 
car/train/bus, you must use a “vehicle” 
verb. 

2. Use of the Adverb пешкђм on foot.   

Desire to specifcally emphasize vehicle or walking  (Ты ходЏл тудЌ?  Нет, я Ўздил.) 
 
So, МЏша сегђдня идёт на ђперу does not imply that he plans to walk there.  Even if he is going to drive (or 
take the train), and you know that he’s going to drive, you should still use идёт because there is no reason to 
emphasize how he’s going to get there and back.   
 
On the other hand, if you mention the geographical place name, you must use a “vehicle” verb: МЏша сегђдня 
Ўдет в ФиладЎльфию на ђперу.  The place name “trumps” the event. 
 
Curious fact: With the noun дЌча you must use “vehicle” verbs Ўздить/Ўхать/поЎхать because by definition a 
дЌча is something out in the countryside, to which one must drive: Мы вчерЌ Ўздили на дЌчу. 
 
 
Some more examples: 
 

КудЌ ты идёшь?  (Meeting someone walking down 
the street) 

*Where are you headed? 

КудЌ ты Ўдешь?  (Meeting someone on the train) *Where are you headed? 

Я сегђдня идѓ на ђперу Чайкђвского. I’m going to a Tchaikovsky opera today. 

ЛЎтом я Ўду в СибЏрь. I'm going to Siberia this summer. 

ВчерЌ онЏ Ўздили в Нью-Йђрк. They went to New York yesterday. 
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ВчерЌ мы ходЏли в кинђ. We went to the movies yesterday.  (It may have 
been in New York.) 

Мы Ўхали из Москвѕ в КЏев пђездом. We took the train from Moscow to Kiev. 

Он вчерЌ ходЏл в ТрЎнтон пешкђм! He walked to Trenton (and back) yesterday! 
 
*Tomorrow we’ll discuss why where are you headed (as opposed to going) is the best way to translate these 
sentences. 
 
 

Choose between Riding and Walking (or Riding) 
Example: Где ты был вчера?  (ТрЎнтон)   ➯ Я Ўздили в Трентон. 
  Куда она Ўздила лЎтом?  (РоссЏя)  ➯ Она Ўздила в РоссЏю. 
  На чём Митя Ўздил?  (машЏна)  ➯ Митя Ўздил на машине. 
 
1. Где Бђря был вчерЌ?  (Калифђрния) 2. Где былЌ вчера НатЌша?  (кинђ) 
3. Где онЏ бѕли сегђдня ѓтром?  (ТрЎнтон) 4. Где онЏ бѕли сегђдня ѓтром? (библиотЎка) 
5. Где онЏ бѕли вчерЌ?  (дЌча) 6. КудЌ МЌша Ўздила лЎтом?  (КанЌда) 
7. На чём онЏ Ўздили?  (пђезд) 8. Где ты былЌ?  (магазЏн) 
9. Где ты был?  (Нью-Йђрк) 10. На чём вы Ўздили?  (мој нђвая машЏна) 
 
 
 
 
 

S17.В A Single Round Trip Broken Down By Tense, Infinitive 
 
Probably the most common (and most troublesome) point involving motion is expressing a single round trip.  It’s 
really not difficult.  Honest!  The only thing that makes it somewhat tricky – and illogical in our opinion – is that 
different forms (Non-Determined vs. Determined vs. Perfective) are used depending on the Tense (or for an 
Infinitive).   
 
In other words you cannot simply take Past Tense Кђстя Ўздил в Москвѓ Kostya went to Moscow (one time) 
and change the tense on Ўздил (the Non-Determined form) to get Future Kostya will go to Moscow.  The sentence 
Кђстя бѓдет Ўздит в Москвѓ (with the Future of Imperfective Ўздить) has a different meaning and does not 
mean Kostya will go to Moscow (one time).  Instead, as we will see below, you need to use a different Verb, the 
Determined form: Кђстя Ўдет в Москвѓ is the Future of Кђстя Ўздил в Москвѓ.  Is this logical?  Heck no!  
(And we’re only using “heck” to be polite.)  Но что же дЎлать?! 
 
We strongly suggest that you memorize the following (rather short) examples – or at least one from each group. 
 

Past (Completed): “Non-Determined” Ўздить / ходЏть 
 
A single round trip in the past can be expressed with a Verb of Motion (Ўздить / ходЏть) or with the Verb be.  
Thus, you can say either Мы вчерЌ ходЏли на скептЌкль or Мы вчерЌ бѕли на скептЌкле.  
 

В мЌрте моЏ родЏтели Ўздили в Москвѓ. My parents went to Moscow in March. 

Мы вчерЌ ходЏли на ђперу. We went to the opera yesterday. 
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Past (In Progress): Perfective   поЎхать / пойтЏ 

 
The Past Perfective is used when a person has left but not yet returned (but is expected to return in the not too 
distant future).  
 

МЌша поЎхала в Нью-Йорк.  ОнЌ вернётся ђчень 
пђздно. 

*Masha left for New York.  She won’t be back until 
late. 

Кђли нет дђма.  Он пошёл в магазЏн за газЎтой. Kolya's not home,  He went to the store for the 
newspaper. 

 
*As we will see when we examine Prefixed Verbs of Motion, there are several ways of saying left for.  
 
Here are the four ways of saying She went...: 
 

She went to the store / Moscow... 

and is back: “Non-Determined” Past and is still gone: Perfective Past 

Она ходЏла в магазЏн. ОнЌ пошлЌ в магазЏн. 
Она Ўздила в Москвѓ. ОнЌ поЎхала в Москвѓ. 

 
 
 

Present (as Future): “Determined”   Ўхать / идтЏ 
 

To some extent, a round trip cannot really be “in progress” because you cannot simultaneously be making both 
legs of the trip.  In any case, the Present Tense of “Dtermined” Verbs is used to describe a single round trip which 
is either begun or, much more commonly, which is intended for the future.  Notice that in English we also use a 
Present Tense Verb to describe a future action – just look at the translations: 
 

Сегђдня вЎчером я идѓ на балЎт. I’m going to the ballet tonight. 

ЛЎтом КЏра Ўдет в ПарЏж. Kira is going to Paris this summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

Future: Perfective (or “Determined):  поЎхать (Ўхать) / пойтЏ (идтЏ) 
 
As we mentioned directly above, to express a future single round trip you can use a Present Tense “Determined” 
Verb.  In addition, you can also use a Perfective Verb.  The difference between using Imperfective “Determined” 
(Ўхать / идтЏ) and Perfective (поЎхать / пойтЏ) to express a future single round trip is rather subtle.  We 
suggest you use the Imperfective “Determined”, though the Perfective is 100% grammatical. 
 

КогдЌ он пойдёт (идёт) в магазЏн? When is he going to the store? 

ПЌша поЎдет (Ўдет) в Лђндон без женѕ. Pasha is going to London without his wife. 
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Infinitive:  (Positive) Perfective:    поЎхать / пойтЏ 
 (Negative) “Determined”  Ўхать / идтЏ 

 
With positive statements, use a Perfective Infinitive: 
 

Я ђчень хочѓ пойтЏ на нђвую вѕставку Ван-Гђга. I really want to go to the new Van Gogh exhibit. 

ОнЌ собирЌеться поЎхать в СахЌру. She’s planning on going to the Sahara. 
 
With negative statements, use an Imperfective “Determined” Infinitive. 
 

Он никудЌ не хђчет идтЏ. He doesn’t want to go anywhere. 

Я не собирЌюсь Ўхать в Бђстон. I don’t plan on going to Boston. 

 
Actually this Positive=Perfective, Negative=Imperfective applies to almost all Infinitives, not just to Verbs of 
Motion.   
 
 
 
 
It is worth noting what forms we did not see above: 
 

No “Determined” Past Tense (Ўхал, Ўхала, Ўхало, Ўхали / шёл, шла, шло, шли) 
No “Non-Determined” Present (Ўзжу, Ўздит, Ўздят / хожѓ, хђдишь, хђдят) 
No “Non-Determined” or “Determined” Future (бѓдем Ўздить, бѓдут Ўхать / бѓду ходЏть, бѓдешь идтЏ) 
No “Non-Determind” Infinitive (Ўздить / ходЏть) 

 
We’ll see how these forms are used in the next lesson, when we move beyond a single round-trip. 
 
 
 

  ПереведЏте на рѓсский.   

1. We went to Petersburg in the winter. 2. Who’s going to Moscow in the summer? 

3. For some reason, he doesn’t want to go to Alaska. 4. I’m planning on going to France in June. 

5. I really want to go to that concert. 6. I went to the opera on Saturday. 

7. Gera just тђлько что left for Trenton.  He’ll be 
home around 9:00. 

8. We’re going to a play on Saturday. 

9. We’re not planning on going to the lecture. 10. Vika is not home.  She went to the library. 
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S17.Г Practice Sentences 
  Нђвые словЌ из расскЌза: 
 
Третьякђвка 1. Мы сегђдня идём в Третьякђвку. 1. We’re going to the Tretyakovsky gallery 

today. 

тудЌ 2. Я ђчень хочѓ пойтЏ тудЌ. 2. I really want to go there. 

как добрЌться 3. Ты знЌешь как добрЌться до 
КрЌсной плђщади? 

4. Вы не пђмните, как добрЌться до 
гостЏницы ХЏлтон? 

3. Do you know how to get to Red Square. 

4. Do you remember how to get to the 
Hilton hotel? 

не рЌз 5. Я не раз Ўздила в Ћсную Полјну. 
6. Он не раз женЏлся. 

5. I've been to Yasnaya Polyana several 
times. 

6. He got married several times. 

садЏ+…ся // {cјд+ // 
сЎд+} (Inf сесть) 

7. СадЏсь! 
8. ОнЌ сЎла на дивЌн. 

7. Sit down. 

8. She sat down on the sofa. 

автђбус 9. Я чЌсто Ўзжу на автђбусе. 
10. КудЌ идёт ітот автђбус? 

9. I take the bus a lot. 

10. Where does this bus go? 

галерЎя 11. В Нью-Йђрке ђчень мнђго 
интерЎсных галерЎй. 

11. In NY there are a lot of interesting 
galleries. 

нђмер  12. Љто автђбус нђмер шестьдесјт 
четѕре? 

12. Is this bus number 64?  

цЏфра (Gen Pl: цифр 
(no Cluster Buster)) 

13. ИзвинЏ, я перепѓтал цЏфры. 13. Sorry, I got the numbers mixed up. 

милЏция 14. Мђй дјдя рабђтает в милЏции. 14. My uncle works in the police deparment.  
(Most likely this implies he is a cop.) 

звонЏ+ // по- 15. Я емѓ позвонї на рабђту. 
16. Не звонЏ мне домђй. 

15. I’ll call him at work. 

16. Don’t call me at home. 

ошЏб/ка (о) 
 по ошЏбке 
 дЎлай+ // с- ошЏбку 

17. Он без концЌ дЎлает ошЏбки. 
18. Я по ошЏбке взял МЏтину кнЏгу. 

17. He constantly makes mistakes. 

18. I took Mitya’s book by mistake. 

не тот (не то, не та) 19. Я взял не тот ключ. 19. I took the wrong key. 

ли 20. Я не знЌю, понрЌвился ли емѓ 
фильм. 

20. I don’t know whether he liked the movie. 

сюдЌ 21. Иди сюдЌ! 
22. Скђлько вы Ўхали сюдЌ? 

21. Come here. 

22. How long did it take you to get here? 

опЌздывай+ // опоздЌй+ 
 на + time expression 
in ACC 
 в/на + place/event in 
ACC 

23. Он всегдЌ опЌздывает. 
24. Мы опоздЌли на дЎсять минѓт. 

23. He's always late. 

24. We were ten minutes late. 
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полторЌ 25. Егђ машинЌ в полторЌ рЌза дорђже 
моЎй. 

25. His car is 1½ times more expensive than 
mine. 

мЌло 26. У нас ђчень мЌло дЎнег 26. We have very little money. 

начинЌй+..ся //  
{начн+´...ся / нача+...ся} 

27. КогдЌ начинЌется концЎрт? 
28. ФЏльм начинЌется минѓт чЎрез 

дЎсять. 

27. When does the concert start? 

28. The movie starts in ten minutes. 

москвЏч ~ москвЏчка 29. Ѓсли я не ошибЌюсь, ВЎра – 
москвЏчка. 

30. ОнЌ вѕшка зЌмуж за богЌтого 
москвичЌ. 

29. If I'm not mistaken, Vera is a Muscovite. 

30. She married a rich Muscovite. 

совершЎнство 31. Љтот фильм прђсто совершЎнство. 31. This film is simply perfection. 

закрывЌй+…ся // 
{закрђй+…ся / 
закрѕ+…ся } 
открывЌй+…ся // 
{открђй+…ся / 
открѕ+…ся } 

32. МагазЏн закрывЌется в семь часђв. 
33. БиблиотЎка открѕлась в пол-

восьмђго. 

32. The store closes at 7:00. 

33. The library opens at 7:30. 
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Story: Part 17 − Homework 
 

S17-11 

 УпражнЎние 1  Answer the questions about the story: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

  УпражнЎние 2  Circle the correct form and fill in the endings 
 
1. ЛЎтом мы [Ўх______________ / Ўзд___________________] в Москв____________. 

2. ЗЌвтра мы [ид__________ / хђд______________] на вѕставк_____________. 

3. Я ђчень хочѓ [Ўзд____________ / поЎх______________] в Петербѓрг_____________. 

4. ЛЎтом мы [ход____________ / Ўзд_______________] в ЧикЌг____________. 

5. ЛЌры нет дђма.  ОнЌ [ход___________ / пош_____________] в библиотЎк______________. 

6. + ЛЌра где ты былЌ?  - Я [ш_____________ / ход______________] в кин__________________. 



РасскЌз ЧЌсть 17-я – Домашнее задание Имя ______________________________ 

 

S17-12 

7. ОнЌ решЏла [Ўх_____________ / поЎх_____________] на дЌч___________. 

8. Почемѓ онЏ не хотјт [поЎха___________ / Ўха_______________] в Петербѓрг________? 

9. В мЌе мы [бѓдем Ўзди_______________ / поЎд_____________] в СибЏр________. 

10. Мы вчерЌ [ходЏ_______________ / Ўха_____________] в кин___________ 

11. Я сейчЌс [бѓду Ўзди_______________ / поЎд_____________] в магазЏн___________. 

12. Почемѓ он не хђчет [ид_______________ / ходи_____________] на бЌлет_________? 

13. Мы вчерЌ [Ўзди_______________ / ходЏ_____________] в Нью-Йђрк__________. 

14. Я ђчень хочѓ [поЎха_______________ / пойт_____________] на ітот фильм__________. 

15. ЛЎтом онЏ [шл_______________ / Ўзди_____________] в Калифђрни____________ 

16. На слЎдующей недЎле мы [Ўд_______________ / Ўзди_____________] в ТехЌс. 

 
 УпражнЎние 3  ПереведЏте на рѓсский: 

1. The museum closes at 4:45. 

2. He bought the wrong book. 

3. They were around 20 minutes late for (to) the concert. 


