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S18.A “Imperative” of mbi-form: laBan/te Let’s

There are two ways to form a so-called mb1 ‘Imperative’, which very often corresponds to English let’s:

1) Simply use the mbl Non-Past form and let context take over. Most often a Perfective form is used.

[ToroBoprM 006 3TOM cerOaHS BEYEPOM. Let’s (We'll) talk about it tonight.
[Noitném B pectopas! Let’s go to a restaurant.
CruénaeM 3TO BMECTE. Let’s do that together.

Crioém 3ty nécHro. Let’s sing that song.

Note the use of the Past Tense with these Perfective VoM. This is quite limited.

[Mormm! Let’s go!
[Toéxamu! Let’s go!
[ToGexamu! Let’s go!

2) Use naBaii/Te followed by either a) the Imperfective Infinitive; b) the Perfective Non-Past ms1 form; ¢) He
oyzaem plus the Imperfective Infinitive. Use maBaii when talking about yourself and just one other person
(with whom you use Tb1). Otherwise, use maBaiiTe (with more than one other person, or with someone you
call BbI).

a) Jasaii/Te + Imperfective Infinitive

JlaBaii/Te TOBOPUTH APYT IAPYTY KOMIUTUMEHTEL. Let’s pay each other compliments.
JlaBaii/Te Ha 3Toit Henéne 00E1aTh B CEMB. Let’s have dinner this week at 7:00.

JlaBaii/Te 3aHUMATHCS BMECTE. Let’s study together.

b) Jlamaii/Te + Perfective Non-Past mb1 form

JaBait/Te 3a0ymem 00 3ToM. Let’s forget about it.
JlaBaii/Te BEITbEM! Let’s drink!
JlaBaii/Te mo3HAKOMUMCH. Let’s get acquainted. (This has become a fixed expression in

Russian. We really don’t have an exact equivalent in English.)
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c) Jasaii/Te + He Oynmem+ Imperfective Infinitive

Hagaii/Te He OyaeM aymarth 00 3TOM. Let’s not think about that.
JlaBaii/Te He OymeM MEIATh IPyT ApYry. Let’s try not to bother each other.
JaBaii/Te He OyIeM CCOPUTHCS. Let’s not argue / fight.

So, you do net find: 1) laBaii/Te roBopum (Imperfective Present Tense); 2) laBaii/Te npountats (Perfective
Infinitive); 3) JaBaii/Te 6yaem roBoputs (0yzem + Imperfective Future)

% Translate. Don’t worry if your answer differs from what’s on the recording.

1. Let’s swim every morning. 2. Let’s talk about honest politicians.
3. Let’s bark like a dog. 4. Let’s go! (at least two ways)

5. Let’s not think about the Accuastive Case. 6. Let’s bake a cake.

7. Let’s drink! 8. Let’s not talk about him again.

9. Let’s dance! (Use Perfective) 10. Let’s not argue.

$18.6 “Imperative” of Third-Person Forms: lNMycTtb / Myckamn

Use the word myeTh (myckaii is a more colloquial form) plus the subject in Nominative + Verb, etc. (Note that in
English after /et we find the ‘Accusative’ her, him, them — not so in Russian.) The Verb following mycTh
(myckaii) may be in either Imperfective Present or Perfective Future (depending on what meaning you wish to
convey). Generally you do not find Imperfective Future (6yn+ + Infinitive) following mycTs (myckaid).

[Mycte Cama 3to caénaer. Let Sasha do it.

[Myckait Cama MOeT ToCy Ty KaKbIi JICHb. Let Sasha wash the dishes every day.
[lyctb nétu cost. Let the children sleep.

[Tycte MuTs moiiMEr, KakOi OH HaxaJl. Let Mitya grasp (realize) what a jerk he is.
[Tyckait Huna mogymaet 00 3Tom. Let Nina think a bit about that.

[Tycth oH Beck eHb 3BOHAT. MHe Bc€ paBHO.  Let him call all day. Idon’t care.
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% Translate. Again, don’t worry if your answer differs from what’s on the recording.

1. Let Veradoit. Let Sonya take out the garbage every day.

3. Let my parents give him the money. Let her cry. (a little Hootie — sorry, the word for

Blowfish escapes us)

5. Let the children swim in the river. 6. Let Masha realize what a bore she is.
7. Let Borya help her. 8. Let Grisha clean the apartment (today).
9. Let everyone sing. 10. Let them bark like a dog.

S18.B Practice Sentences

@ CnoBa 13 pacckasa:

0TXOOu+ // OTOUTH OT

1. Ona MEIEHHO OTXOAMIIA OT OKHA.

2. Sl oTomén oT HETO U MOOEKAT MPSIMO
B MIJTHIIHIO.

She slowly walked away from the window.

I walked away from him and took off for

W3BUHSN+...co //
U3BUHU+...CA

W3BUHAIOCE.

4. S yxé cTo pa3 U3BHHIIACH, HO BCE
paBHO OH Ha MEHS CEPIIUTCA.

I apologize.

I already apologized 100 times, but he’s still
mad at me.

nénaii+ / c- BUI, 9TO

5. OuHa TONBKO AENIaeT BHUJI, UTO CITHT.

6. Jlenuc caémal BUA, 9TO OH HUYETO HE
CJIBIIIHNT.

She’s just pretending to be asleep,.

Denis pretended that he didn’t hear
anything..

MOHUMAI+ // {TmoiM+" /
X .,

MOHSI+}

Past: noOHI, TOHSIA,

MOHSIN

Infinitive: OHATH

7. Ecam s mpadBUIBLHO MOHSI, €T0 HE
oymer.

8. Tloiimu ke, 9yTo 5 T€OS He Tr00IIIO.

If L understood correctly, he's not going to be
there.

Get this into your head, I don't love you.

KOHIIEPTHBIN 3aJT

9. 51 6b11 BO BCeX OONBIINX
KOHIIEPTHBIX 3anax B EBpore.

Iwas in all the large concert halls in Europe.

BEIIai+ // moBécu+

10. e st MOTY TIOBECUTD ATY

Where can I hang this photograph?

¢dotorpaduro?
TpyOKa 11. Bo3emu TpyOKky. Marna xo4er ¢ Take the phone (receiver). Masha wants to
TOOOW TIOTOBOPHTS. talk to you.
12. He Bémaii TpyoOKy! Don't hang up!
nonropa (Masc/Neut) / 13. MsI yk¢€ monropa yaca xjaém! We've been waiting for an hour and a half

nontopsl (Fem) +
Genitive Singular

14. MBI y¢€ MONTOPBEI MEHYTHI KIEM!
Mgl O4eHb BasKHBIE JTF0AN !

already!

We've been waiting for a minute and a half
already. We're very important people!
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HECKONBKO + Genitive

15.

V Herod HECKOIBKO KEH.

He has several wives.

16. Y MeHs HECKONBKO KOMITBIOTEPOB. I have several computers.
pa3 17. 51 Tpu péa3a eii 3BOHUIL I called her three times.

18. Ona pa3 A¢ciaTh BRIXOAUIIA 3AMYK. She's been married around 10 times.
Omar 19. ¥ Moero otma 6bu1 O11aT B My father had some pull at Princeton.
1o Guary Hpincrone. We got the tickets through connections.

20.

M1 noctanu OmIéTH 1o OMATY.

{mocraii+" / mocraBaii+}//
{mocTan-+}

21.

JlocTaHb, TOXKATyHCTa, TApPEINKY.

Get the plate, please.

maiHui Soft!

22.

Y nac ynrHui 6unéT Ha Onepy.

We have an extra ticket to the opera.

YAOBOJIbCTBUE

C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM

23.
24.

Xouems muBo? C yaoBOIBCTBHEM !

OnH4 ¢ yIoBOJBECTBHEM ITOMOTAET
BCEM.

Would you like some beer? Sure.

She gladly helps everyone.

mopa

25.

VYxe nBa gacd. [lopad uarn.

It's already 2:00. It's time to go.

1o gopore (OT/Kyna)

26.

[To mopoére oMo MBI HAIILTHA
CTapUHHBIN CaMOBAp.

On the way home we found an antique
samovar.

Hagéxaa

27.

S yxé cran notTepsTh HAAEKIY.

I was already starting to lose hope.

KOPOTKHUH

28.

Péanpme y Mens Obum (s1 HOCHIT)
KOPOTKHUE BOJIOCHI.

1 used to have short hair. (Hair — BOnOCHI is
plural in Russian.)
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2<  YnpaxHéHue 1

1.

2.

oOpamaer BHUMAHUE pay attention

Answer the questions about the story:

S18-5

Story: Part 18 — Homework
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25 YnpaxHéHue 2 [lepeBeanTte Ha pycCKui

1. Let's forget about it.

2. Let Dima make dinner.

3. Let's not think about Russian grammar tonight.

25 YnpaxHéHne 3 V.0.D.:

BEpPHY-...Csl return

VERB TYPE CoNJ
PRESENT PAST
A OH
BBI OHA
OHHU OHHU
IMPER INF
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