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Story. Part Two
[

pammaruka: The Conjunctions n, a, HO

Pacckas - Yacts Bropas: I'pammaTuka

(A few of the examples contain words you have not seen yet. Just look at the English to confirm that you understand
everything.)

A. Three Little But Tricky Words: The Conjunctions W1, A, HO

You may recall that in Lesson 3 we saw the following exchange:
Memns 30ByT MiAma. A kak Bac 30BYT? My name is Misha. What’s your name?

You may also recall that the word a had no overt translation in the English. You may not recall (since it did not
happen) that we never really explained the various uses of a, as well as m and Ho. The time has come.

n and

H is used to link two non-contradictory notions, and always corresponds to English and.

Bépa no6pas u kpacuBas. Vera is kind and attractive.

S xymiina xi1e6 1 MOJIOKO. I bought bread and milk.

Bépa u Cama urpart B maxmarsl. Vera and Sasha are playing chess.
S0 bops u erd HOBas xKeHA. This is Borya and his new wife.

To say both...and, used u...u:

OH 3HAET U PYCCKUH H HEMEIKHI. He knows both Russian and German.

N Mama n Cama mioxo chaiy ceToIHs. Both Masha and Sasha slept poorly last night.

A and: but; [0

A can appear as several different words in English (and in some cases, as no word at all).

1) A is often used when presenting people, things, and is translated and.

Oto BaTs, a 3710 eroé KeHa. This is Vitya, and this is his wife.
31meck CTOUT KOMITBIOTED, a PAJIOM MPUHTED. My computer is here, and next to it is my printer.
Xopori6. IT1o THI, a 3T0 KT0? OK. (Iunderstand.) That’s you, and who is that?

|
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Compare a vs.u in the following:

Oto BT, a 310 €10 keHa. This is Vitya, and this is his wife.

Ot10 bops u erd HOBas KeHa. This is Borya and his new wife.

Certainly the two sentences mean nearly the same thing. The only difference (besides a vs. ) is the “extra” 3To
in the first sentence, which forces the use of a.

To be perfectly honest, in the above sentences it is not impossible to have u, but a is much preferred.

2) A is used to link two phrases which are in contrast to but not contradiction with each other. This use of a can

be translated and or but — depending on the strength of the contrast. (Often this use of a corresponds to
whereas.)

OH MOJI0I0H, a OHA cTapasl. He’s young and (whereas) she is old.

Panpmie oH MHOTO IIHJI, a TETIEPh OUSHB MAJIO. He used to drink a lot, but (whereas) now he
(drinks) little.

DT0 KOIKa, a 3T0 co0aKa. This is a cat and that’s a dog.

In the last example, because of the nature of cats and dogs, a definite contrast is felt.

3) A is used when a positive statement is contrasted with a negative statement, and is translated either but or
and, depending on the syntax:

OH He pabOTaeT, a YIUTCA. He’s doesn’t work, but rather he goes to school.

Mrnra aypak, a He TEHHH. Misha is a fool and not a genius.

Ounn xuBYT He B Mocksé, a B [letepOypre. They don’'t live in Moscow, but in Petersburg.

4) In some cases a has no translation in English; it is used simply to move conversation along. (Sometimes so is
a close approximation.)

MeHns 30ByT Muma. A kak Bac 30BYT? My name is Misha. What’s your name?

A Kak TaM 051107 So, how was it there?

A moueMy oH 3To cka3ar? Why did he say that?
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Ho

Ho is reserved for rather sharp contrasts or contradictions, and is almost always translated but.

OH Bcé BpéMs 3aHUMACTCS, HO TIOIyJaeT IUIOXHE
3aMETKH.

OH YMHBII, HO HE OYCHb KPaCHBBIH.
OHna Bc€ mpounTana, Ho HHIero He TOHSIIA.

Buno OvuTO IpeKpacHOE, HO OUeHB oporoe!

51 Te0st OueHsb JIFOOIT0, HO MBI HE MOJKEM OBIThH

He studies all the time but gets bad grades.

He’s smart but not very attractive. (A positive trait
is contradicted by negative one.)

She read everything but didn’t understand
anything.

The wine was fantastic but really expensive.

1 love you very much, but we cannot be together.

BMécTe!

To be honest, the use of these three conjunctions is more complicated than what we have presented here. In many
cases more than one of the words is possible. Both a and Ho are often possible in the same context, the choice
depending on the strength of the contrast. And a and u are sometimes interchangeable. Our suggestion: Learn
what’s here and keep you eyes and ears open for how Russian writers and speakers use these words.

@ Insert the correct conjunction into the sentences.

1. DtoI'éHa, 3T0 ero JKeHa.

Oto 'éHa

2. ero JKeHA.

3. Huna yuuTcs Xopomo, g m16xo. (No need to repeat the verb.)
4. 4 3mar0, 9TO HAIO OPOCUTH KYPHTB, HE MOTY.

5. Eé pomurenu xxuByT He B JIOHTOHE, B TpéHToHe.

6. MunI OpLIH B MOCKBE IleTepOypre.

7. CéBa TOBOPUT mo-(ppaHITy3CKH, ITO-PYCCKH, MO-HTaTbIHCKH!
8. Bce Opu pOTHB, Cépa pemmna yauThes cemecTp B Poccrn.

9. Memns 30ByT /lriMa. KaK Bac 30ByT?

10. Ctynéntsl B IIpAHCTOHE HE Iy pakH, TEHUM.

11. Tam 6p11Hu JI€HA e€ OpaThs.

12. [ToYeMy HUKTO HUYETO He CKa3aj?

13. CeroOmus He cpena, YETBEPT.

14. 51 xorén nuTh BUHO, MoH pojuTenu ckazamm «Her!»
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b. Example Sentences With the New Vocabulary

MOJKeT OBITh

MozkeT ObITh, 3TO Kiroun Urops.

Maybe these are Igor’s keys.

310 He [UB€] méio 2. + Kak 30ByT TBOIO IIofpyry? — 1o 2.+ What's your girlfriend's name?
He TBOE AEIIO. —That's none of your business.

BPéIHBIIH 3. Ilo-MOeMy, IHTH BPEITHO. 3. Ithink that drinking is bad for you.

NAaBAil HA «ThD» + Otkyna BeI? — JlaBait Ha «ThD». 4.  +Where are thou from? — Let's use

“you”.

a0coMIOTHLII On11 aGCOMFOTHO TIPABHI. They are absolutely correct.

NMPAB, IPaBA, IPABLI 6. Moii oTén ymMaeT, YTO OH Bceraa 6. My father thinks that he's always right.
pas.

opocu+ 7. OueHs TpyIHO GPOCHTH KYPHTS. It's very hard to quit smoking.

KO6.1a Most Maamas cecTpa yuIuTcs B 8. My younger sister is in high school.
HIKOJIE.

TPYAHBIHA 9. Dk3ameH ObUT OYCHB TPYIHBIH. 9. The text was very difficult.

JErkmii 10. Hemerko6 0110 OPOCUTH MTUTH. 10. It was not easy to quit drinking.

Adverb is Jerko

i1 Te0€ moMory 11. + S ve Mory OpOcuTs uTh. — S T€0e | 11. + I can't quit drinking. — I'll help you.
MOMOTY.

4eM §1 Mory Te6é 12. Cmacnbo. A dem g Mory Te6¢ 12. Thanks. And how can I help you?

noMo4n? TOMOYB?

cIpocH+ 13. Bépa cripocrina MeH4, T/IC g )KHUBY. 13. Vera asked me where I lived.

MOCMOTPUM 14. + A motom? - IlocMOTpHM. 14. And then what? — We'll see.

o0IIeKNTHE 15. S He X0y JKUTH B OOIIEKUTHH. 15. Idon't want to live in the dorm.

BCeraa 16. 51 Bcerna xopomnid CILIio. 16. I always sleep well.

KaK Bceraa

PAI-MY3bIKA 17. 51 TepnéTh He MOTY PAII-MY3BIKY. 17. Ican't stand rap music.

ragoctsb (F) 18. Kakas ramocTs! 18. What garbage!

KAKABIH cxoauT ¢ yma | 19. + A mo6uro T€munbtit cok. — Kawaptit | 19. + 1 like warm juice. — To each his own.

no-cBdemMy CXOJHT C YMA TIO-CROEMY .

[kord]{zoB+" / 3B;+} 20. Kak 3Banu Bamry Mathb? 20. What was you mother's name?

OpIOHET ~ OPIOHETKA 21. Motii muaanmit 6paT OprOHET. 21. My younger brother has brown hair.

MHOT0 22. OH MHOTO TIBET. 22. He drinks a lot.

yBHe+ 23. Korma oHA yBHIENa €T0, OHA 23. When she saw him, she didn’t say
HHYeTOHE CKa3aJja. anything.

no3aopoBaii+...cq 24. Tlouemy THI He TO3OpOBATICS? 24. Why didn't you say hello?

nokasa+ pykéi 25. OH mokasan pykOi Ha KHUTY. 25. He pointed to the book.

Te0é [Noun in NOM] 26. Te6¢ neuénne. BoH - Ha cTONE. 26. There's a cookie for you. Over there on

the table.
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Story: Part 2 — lomawHee 3agaHue Umsa

,gg Exercise 1  Answer the following questions, using full sentences

L.

10.
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25 Exercise 2 Insert the correct conjunction

1. IIpAHCTOH NMEPBOKIACCHBIH YHUBEPCUTET, bpayn mert.
2. Dro Hina e€ nétu.

3. MbulI X0TéIH, He MOIIH.

4. to He Boxa water, BOJIKA.

5. O x0ueT KpacHOe 0¢&110e BHHO.

6. Dro Bops, 3T0 erd COOAKH.

7. KTO TaM ObLI?

8. 1léra u3 Poccun, OH HE TOBOPHT II0-PYCCKH.

9. OH He Bpay, aJBOKAT.

10. Ouna 3uaer, He TOBOPHUT.

2<S Exercise 3 [lepeBeaynTe Ha pycckui

1. His sister’s (female) cat was named Friskey. (Think about Case and Tense!)

2. That’s none of his business.

3. No one wants to live in the dormitory.
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