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S21.A The Multifaceted World of -ca / -cb

First things first:

Verbs in -ca (-cb) are never followed by an Accusative Direct Object

The verbal particle -cs1 (-cb after vowels) has several meanings. The one absolute rule is that you never get a
direct object in Accusative following a verb in -cs1." So, all -ca verbs are intransitive. (In case you forgot, a
transitive verb takes a direct object. Ait, see, buy are transitive; ache, smile, travel are intransitive). Let’s look at
the various meanings of -csi:

1) Subject = Object: True Reflexive Verb — OH nombincs He washed himself

When the action of the verb reflects back onto the subject (the subject performs the action on him/herself), -cst
indicates a reflexive verb:

Transitive Verbs

True Reflexive Verbs (-cs)

Koms moMBLI CBIHA.
Kolya washed (his) son.

Kons momeLics.
Kolya washed himself.

Jlapa npuyecana n04b.
Lara brushed (her) daughter’s hair.

Jlapa npuyecanace.
Lara brushed her (own) hair..

babymika oxénia BHyKa.

Grandmother dressed (her) grandson.

babymika oxénace.
Grandmother got dressed.

For reasons that escape us, many textbooks refer to all -est verbs as reflexive. It is true that all -cst verbs are
intransitive, but not all are reflexive.

" To be perfectly honest, after the verb Gos+...cs it is possible to find the Accusative: 5 6Gotocs Haramy. The Genitive is also

correct: 5 6oroce Haramu.
|
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2) Subjects = Objects: Reciprocal Verbs — Onn nouenosanuce They kissed (each other)

Some verbs with -cs1 have a reciprocal meaning, i.¢., the action is not reflected back onto the subject, but rather
from one person to another. So, the verb menoBa-...csa does not mean kiss oneself, but kiss each other. In many
cases the reciprocal meaning of -cs1 is equivalent to a transitive verb with gpyr apyra (but not always — it’s
complicated). By definition, reciprocal verbs must be plural.

Transitive Verbs Reciprocal Verbs
S nouenoBa e€. Mp5I OLET0BAINUC.
1 kissed her. We kissed (each other).
Krpa Berpérnaa mensi. MBI BCTPETHIINCD.
Kira met me. We met (one another).
OHu BAJEJIH IPYT ApyTa. OHHU 94CTO BUAATCS.
They saw each other. They often see each other.

gb Make the transitive verb a -csa verb. Keep the same subject.

1. Owna MpLIa CEHIHA. 2.  OH eé€ moIeIoBai.
3. S BcTpéTui ux. 4. S npuuecana MaTb.
5. Mars onéna qoYb. 6. MBI UX YACTO BUINM.
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3) Object becomes Subject (sometimes): Ypok Ha4ancs The lesson began

In many cases when -cs is added to a transitive verb, the direct object (Accusative) of the transitive sentence
becomes the subject (Nominative) of the intransitive sentence. Make sure that the -cs1 verb agrees with the new
subject — and not the old subject of the transitive sentence:

Transitive Verbs Intransitive Verbs

Direct Object becomes Subject of -ca Verb

[Tpodéccop nauaa ypox (ACC). Ypox (NOM) Hauascsi.

The professor started the lesson. The lesson started.

[Tpodéccop koOnuma néxuo (ACC). | JIékuus (NOM) kOHUMIACH.

The professor ended the lecture. The lecture ended.

Ms! oTkpblin 1Bepb (ACC). JlBeps (NOM) oTKpBLIaCh.
We opened the door. The door opened.

On#t 3akpsLiau okHO (ACC). Oxu6 (NOM) 3aKkpBLIOCH.
They closed the window. The window closed.

Xumus untepecyet Camry (ACC). Céama (NOM) unTepecyeTcs
Chemistry interests Sasha. XUMUCH.

Sasha is interested in chemistry.

A cnoman tenesuzop (ACC). Tenesuzop (NOM) ciiomasncs.

1 broke the TV. The TV broke.

On npoaaa mue camoBap (ACC). 3neck nmpoaarTcesi camoBapsl (NOM).
He sold me a samovar. Samovars are sold here.

In some cases the -cs1 verb is not the exact intransitive of the transitive verb. Sometimes the difference between
the two verbs is rather quirky (moBepuy+ vs. mopepuy-...csi, for example):

Subject of -ca Verb is not from Transitive non-ca Verb
OH BepHY.J1 MHE JCHBIH. Mps1 BepHYJIHCH TOMOIA.
He returned the money to me. We returned home.
Marmia moBepHyJia Harnpaso. Mamia noBepHyJiach.
Masha turned to the right. Masha turned around.

% Turn the transitive verb into a -ca verb.

[Ipodéccop navan ypox. Béanuk BepHYJ KHUTY B OUOIHOTEKY.

Ero6 untepecyer pycckas nuteparypa. Ona kOHUMIA QUITBM.

OH OTKpPBUT JIBEPb. OHM NPOJIAIOT MAIITIHEI.

N
o &N

Omné cnomana Bazy. MBI 3aKpBUTH OKHO.

|
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4) No clearly obvious meaning to -cs: Mbl cmesinucb We laughed

For a number of verbs, it is hard to see precisely what meaning the -cs1 carries. Such verbs do not have a “non-cs”
counterpart (there’s no 6osi+, cmesi+). We’ll call these “meaningless -ca” verbs. (The verbs themselves are not
meaningless, the -cs is.)

“Meaningless -ca” Verbs

Yero o1 OoMmIbCST?
What are you afraid of?

Mgl He Hajg To00 cMeéMmces.
We re not laughing at you.

S T060# BOCXHIIAKOCH.
I admire you. / I think you 're great.

S 3anmMarochb TpH yaca
Ka)KIBI I€Hb.
1 study three hours every day

5) Strange but true: Imperfective has -cs, Perfective doesn’t — OH noxwuncs / nér He went to bed

We’ve had three pairs of verbs where the Imperfective has -cs1, while the Perfective does not. (This goes to show
why it’s basically impossible to give a nice, neat definition of what -cs1 means — the Imperfective has the same
“meaning” as the Perfective, so how could the former have -csa and but not the latter? One of life’s mysteries.)

Imperfective: -ca Perfective: No -ca
S 0OBIYHO JI0KYCH B Yac. Buepa s sierna yaca B ueTwIpe.
T usually go to bed at 1:00. Last night [ went to sleep around 4.
Capics! OH ceJ1 Ha TUBAH.
Have a seat. He sat down on the sofa.
CranoBuTCS XOJI0IHO. Bnpyr ctano terno.
It’s getting cold. It got warm suddenly.

gb MepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUNA:

1. Veraused to go to bed at 1:00. 2. Yesterday Vera went to bed at 12:00.
3. What is he afraid of? 4. He greatly admires his father.

5. It’s getting interesting. 6. It got cold.

7. Whom are you laughing at? 8. He studies 12 hours a day.

9. He walked in and sat down on the floor. 10. Have a seat!

2 Technicallz, there does exist a verb 3aHnMan+ occu%, but 3anumarii+...cs has reallz aCﬂuired a seBarate meanin%.
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S$21.6 (By) Oneself: Cam, Camo, Cama, Cammu

To express oneself, by oneself, use the Nounjective cam (camé, cama, camm — note the very strange stress pattern,
where the Neuter and Feminine are end-stressed, while the Masculine and Plural are stem-stressed.). In effect,
cam adds emphasis, and is not required. Cam normally appears either directly following the subject or following
the verb phrase — though you shouldn’t be shocked to find it in other positions. For now, stick to the Nominative
Case (by far the most common).

Meanings of cam:

1) Emphatic — | myself/ my (very) self (and no one else)

Onn camu Te6¢€ 310 cKazanmn? Did they themselves tell you that?
BBl caMu MOHMMAETE, YTO HTO OBLII0 HEBO3MOKHO. You yourself understand that it was impossible.
[Ipe3nnénT camMm MHE TIO3BOHHUIL. The president himself called me.

2) By oneself (without help of another)

TrI cama 3To caénana? Did you do it (by) yourself? (No one assisted you?)
S He MOTYy MTOBEPUTH, YTO OH CAM HAIKCAT 3TO I can’t believe that he wrote the paper by himself.
COYHMHEHHE.

A Bcé caénaro cam. I'll do everything myself.

With inanimate subjects, there can be a “mysterious” quality to cam:

JIBepb OTKpBLIACH caMA. The door opened by itself.
OxHO camM6 3aKPBUIOCH. The window closed by itself.
Pammo caM6 aBTOMaTHYCCKH OTKITFOYACTCS. The radio turns itself off automatically.

Add the appropriate form of cam / camo / cama / camu. Don’t worry if your word order differs
from the tape:

1. S manmcan y4éOHUK. 2. Own¥n BeIUIA BCE€ BUHO.

3. JIBepw OTKpELIACH. 4. Kommeiotep otkmouwics. turned off
5. Bécs 3o mpuaymai. 6. Bépa ncriexna xie6.

7. MBpl 3H4eM, KakOW OH 3aHy/a . 8. Pomau Hauancs

9. MBsI ykpanu Bce ACHBI'H U3 OAHKA. 10. Okna 3aKpPBUINCH.

|
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S21.B Sample Sentence

@ HoBble cnosa mn3 pacckasa:

TIPOUCXOIUT / 1. Uro 3meck mponucxoauT? 1. What's happening here?
ITPOM3OIILIO 2. Koraa 310 Bcé€ mpousonuid? 2. When did that all happen?
3akaHumBaii+ // 3akonum+ | 3. Ilpodéccop 3akOHYmIT YPOK. 3. The professor ended the lesson.
4. S5l 3axkOHUYMI TUCCEPTAINIO HEACITIO 4. 1 finished my dissertation a week ago.
Hazam.
KOHYAl+...cs1 // 5. Becéunwmii ceméctp KoHUdeTCS B Mae. | 5. The spring semester ends in May.
KOHYH...CHA 6. ®uIbM KOHYUTCS MHHYT Yépes 6.  The film will end in around 20 minutes.
JIBAIIATD.
cpasy 7. 4 Bomén B KOMHATY M Cpa3y ce’l Ha 7. I'walked into the room and immediately
JIMBAH. sat down on the sofa.
8. S mpumén noMoO# u cpazy mMo3BOHUA | 8. [ came home and immediately called the
B MIWJINLIHIO. police.
pu 4éM TyT + 9. Ilpu 4éM TYT pOAUTETHHBIN Maaex? 9. What does the Genitive Case have to do
Nominative 10. TIpu uém Tyt Hrina? with anything?
10. What does Nina have to do with
anything?
KOMY JKAJIKO, 4TO 11. MHe *AaJIKO0, 9TO Thl HE CMOXKEIIIh 11. Ifeel bad /It's a shame that you can't
MIPUHATH. come.
12. JKanko, 4To THI €erd He BHAEINA. 12. It's too bad that you didn't see him.
BecéHHUH (soft!) 13. Kakne y TeOs TUTAHBI Ha BeCEHHUE 13. What are your plans for spring break?
KaHHUKYJIbI? 14. The spring semester starts in February.
14. BecéHnuii ceMEcTp HAaUMHACTCS B
(espané.
poMaH 15. Kéxercs, y HUX OBIT pOMAH. 15. I think they had an affair.
16. Y moéit 640y1Ku ObLT pOMAH ¢ 16. My grandmother had an affair with JFK.
JxoHoM Kénnunn.
HAYMHAH+...CS // 17. Korga ypok HaunHAETCS? 17. When does the class start?
{HauH+"...cs1 / HAYa+...cA} | 18, DuaeMm HAUaNCA MUHYT AECATh Ha3ad. | 18. The film started around ten minutes ago.
HAYaJICs, HaYajIach,
HAYAIACH
HAYAThCSA
caM -4, -0, -1 19. 51 cam HUYETO HE MOTY CHEIATh. 19. I'myself can't do anything.
20. BeI camu moHMMAETE, 9TO 3TO OBLIO 20. You yourself understand that it was
HEBO3MOKHO. impossible.
MTOBOpAYMBaK+...cs // 21. OH moBepHYJICS U BEIIIET U3 21. He turned around and walked out of the
MTOBEPHY+...cs (K KOMY) KOMHATEI. room.
22. TloBepHuch Ko MHE. S xouy TeOé 22. Turn around toward me. I want to show
YTO-TO TIOKA3ATh. you something.
{y3Haii+" / y3HaBaii+ } // | 23. S Buepa y3HAN, 4TO MO¥ OTEI 23. I found out yesterday that my father

Y3HAM+

paboraer B LIPY.

works for the CIA.
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24. MsI 3aBTpa y3HAeM, IPUENET TN 24. We'll find out tomorrow whether Masha
Marma. is coming.
CUTYyanus 25. YUTo THI 3HACTIH O CUTYAIIHH B 25. What do you know about the situation in
IOrocmapun? Yugoslavia?
26. Y MeHst OueHb HENPUSITHAS CUTYAUUst | 26. I'm having a unpleasant time with
C IEHBI'aMH. money.
CIIOKHBIH 27. OH 3agam MHE OYCHB CIOKHBIH 27. He asked me a very complex question.
BOMPOC.
BO-TIEPBBIX 28. Bo-népBhIX, 5 Bac IOX0 3HAIO. .. 28. First of all, I don’t know you very well...
29. Bo-népBhIX, MBI )KUBEM HE B TIOMe, a | 29. First of all, we don't live in a house, we
B KBapTHpe... live in an apartment...
HEBO3MOXHO 30. HeBo3MOXHO HE TIOOUTH PYCCKYIO 30. It's impossible not to love Rusian
TPaMMATHKY. grammar.
31. Er6 HeBo3MOXHO MOHATh. OH 31. It’s impossible to understand him. He
CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO TOBOPHT. talks too fast.
On3HECMEH 32. Mot gams — O0TaTelii OM3HECMEH. 32. My uncle is a rich businessman.
Py 33. IIPY B Bupmxuinumu. 33. The CIA is in Virginia.
34. I1ocne [IprHCTOHA 1 X0Uy pabOTaTh B | 34. After Princeton, I want to work for the
IIPYV. CIA.
MITHOH 35. Moit gémymika ObUT IITTHOHOM. 35. My grandfather was a spy.
36. [xeitmc BOHT — M3BECTHEBII 36. James Bond is a famous English spy.
AHTIIVACKHHA ITTHOH.
TOJIBKO UTO 37. S 16apK0 uTO Y3HAN OT BEPHL, uTO BEI | 37. I just found out from Vera that you got
o>keHWINCh. [1o3apaBisto. married. Congratulations!
38. OH TOJNBKO 4TO YIIE. 38. He just left.
-IITHUK 39. Ero6 otérn ObuT KareOENIHUK. 39. His father was a KGB agent.

|
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25 YnpaxHéHue 1 Answer the questions about the story:

1.

6. (2-3 sentences)

/@5 YnpaxHénue 2 Fill in the blanks with the correct form of a verb, paying attention to +cs

1. Mpu JIBEPb.

2. JlBepw cama

3. Ilpodéccop YpOK.
4. VYpox B JIBa Jaca.
5. 4 obwraHO go to sleep B 1iBa.
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6. Buepa s

Story: Part 21 — Homework

B TpH. (same action as 5)

7. S mpunsna gy,

8. Om

9. Ou#u no6Iro

e€ B IyOBL.

. (same action as 8)

10. A BrInUIa U3 OOIIEKATHSL U

HaIEBO.

/Qf YnpaxHéHue 3 Translate into Russian:

1. I myself just found out that my father is a spy and that my mother works for the CIA.

2. What does Masha have to do with it?

3. Iturned away from (think!) Mitya and left the room.

2< YnpaxHéHue 4 V.0.D.:

PRESENT

s

cnymﬁ+ serve (in the army)

VERB TYPE

BEI

OHHU

IMPER

CoONJ
PAST

OH

OHA

OHH

INF
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